Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.


Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 186

Adopted 8 May 2001

Regulations On Essential Requirements of Detergents and Cleaning Products and Special Restrictions or Prohibitions Relating to Use of Such Products
Issued pursuant to Section 16 of the Chemical Substances and Chemical Products Law and Section 7, Paragraph one, of the Law on Conformity Assessment, and Section 21 of the Consumer Rights Protection Law
1. These Regulations prescribe the essential requirements of detergents and cleaning products, and special restrictions or prohibitions related to operations with detergents and cleaning products manufactured in Latvia, as well as imported (Annex), the essential requirements for conformity assessment of such products in accordance with harmlessness and safety criteria, as well as the procedures for labelling of the referred to products in order to prevent harm to human health and the environment. 

2. Detergents and cleaning products, if utilised in conformity with the instructions for use, must not cause harm to human health and the environment. 

3. It is prohibited to offer on the Latvian market (retail trade and wholesale trade) and to use a detergent or a cleaning product if in any composition of such product the average biodegradability level of anionic, cationic, non-ionic and amphoteric surfactants is less than 80%. 

4. Surfactants, the average biodegradability level of which is 80% or more than 80%, if utilised in compliance with the instructions for use, must not cause harm to human health or the environment. 

5. In determining the level of biodegradability, anionic surfactants, non-ionic surfactants, and detergents and cleaning products containing such substances shall be tested by an accredited testing laboratory utilising a relevant method determined by the relevant Latvian National Standard. In case of disagreement, the substances and agents referred to shall be tested by another testing laboratory utilising only the relevant reference (confirming) method determined by the appropriate Latvian National Standard. 

6. On the packaging of a detergent and a cleaning product intended for sale to consumers, the following clearly visible, legible and indelible information shall be provided: 

6.1.  name of the detergent and the cleaning product in Latvian; and 

6.2.  firm name – producer or importer – (or the trademark) and address, in Latvian. The trademark need not be translated into Latvian. 

7.  The information referred to in Sub-paragraphs 6.1 and 6.2 of these Regulations shall be indicated in all the accompanying documents of a detergent and a cleaning product. 

8. A packaging unit of a detergent or a cleaning product (for example, packages, bottles or tubes) shall provide information regarding the composition of the product. The information referred to shall: 

8.1. indicate the following ingredients of the product (if the concentration thereof exceeds 0.2 per cent): 

8.1.1. phosphates; 

8.1.2. phosphonates; 

8.1.3. anionic surfactants; 

8.1.4. cationic surfactants; 

8.1.5. amphoteric surfactants; 

8.1.6. non-ionic surfactants; 

8.1.7. oxygen-based bleaching agents; 

8.1.8. chlorine-based bleaching agents; 

8.1.9. ethylenediamine tetraacetate (EDTA); 

8.1.10. nitrilotiracetic acid; 

8.1.11. phenols and halogenated phenols; 

8.1.12. paradichlorobenzene; 

8.1.13. aromatic hydrocarbons; 

8.1.14. aliphatic hydrocarbons; 

8.1.15. halogenated hydrocarbons; 

8.1.16. soap; 

8.1.17. zeolites; and
8.1.18. polycarboxylates; 

8.2. classify the ingredients referred to in Sub-paragraph 8.1 of these Regulations according to the concentration thereof, and indicate by per cent according to the following classification: 

8.2.1. less than 5 %; 

8.2.2. from 5 to 15 %; 

8.2.3. from 15 to 30 %; and
8.2.4. more than 30 %; 

8.3. indicate the ingredients of groups of substances contained by the product (regardless of the concentration thereof in the product) in the following way: 

8.3.1. enzymes; 

8.3.2. preservatives; and
8.3.3. disinfectants. 

9. On the packaging of a detergent or a cleaning product intended only for industrial or other professional use, the information does not have to be indicated in accordance with the requirements prescribed by Sub-paragraph 8 of these Regulations if the relevant information is indicated in the declaration of the manufacturer or in the safety data sheet of the product. 

10. If a detergent is intended for sale by the retail trade and for utilisation in washing machines, information regarding its use shall be provided on its packaging.  It shall indicate: 

10.1. the recommended detergent quantity to be used (dosage) (in millilitres or grams) according to the workload of a standard washing machine or to the conditions of a two-cycle laundering process and, preferably, also according to the category of hardness of the water; and 

10.2. the quantity of product to be contained in the measuring container if a measuring container is provided with the detergent. 

11. Observance of these Regulations shall be monitored and controlled by the State Sanitary Inspection in accordance with its by-laws and these Regulations. 

12. If a decision is taken regarding prohibition of a detergent or a cleaning product imported from a Member State of the European Union, the State Sanitary Inspection shall notify without delay the relevant state, indicating the reasons for taking such decision and providing information regarding the results of surfactant testing. 

13. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 June 2001. 
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Annex

Cabinet Regulation No. 186

 8 May 2001

Detergents and Cleaning Products and the Statistic Classification thereof According to the Type of Economic Activity (24.51: Production of Soap, Detergents, Cleaning and Polishing Products)
	No.
	Description of industrial production classification (PRODCOM) 2
	Description
	Reference to external trade nomenclature of 2000 (HS/CN) 3

	1.
	24.51.20.20.00
	Anionic or anionic 4 surfactants (except soap)
	3402.11

	2.
	24.51.20.30.00
	Cationic or cationic 4 surfactants (except soap)
	3402.12

	3.
	24.51.20.50.00
	Non-ionic or non-ionic 4 surfactants (except soap)
	3402.13

	4.
	24.51.20.90.00
	Organic surfactants (except soap, anionic, cationic, non-ionic)
	3402.19

	5.
	24.51.32.30.00
	Surfactants containing or not containing soap, packaged for retail trade (except those which are used as soap)
	3402.20.1

	6.
	24.51.32.50.00A
	Detergents and cleaning products, packaged for retail trade
	3402.20.9

	7.
	24.51.32.52.00B
	Detergents and cleaning products for basic wash, packaged for retail trade
	3402.20.9a

	8.
	24.51.32.53.00B
	Detergents and cleaning products for soft wash, packaged retail trade
	3402.20.9b

	9.
	24.51.32.57.00B
	Detergents and cleaning products for dish washing, packaged for retail trade
	3402.20.9c

	10.
	24.51.32.59.00B
	Other detergents and cleaning products, packaged for retail trade
	3402.20.9d

	11.
	24.51.32.60.00
	Surfactants containing or not containing soap, not packaged for retail trade (except those which are used as soap)
	3402.90.1

	12.
	24.51.32.70.00A
	Detergents and cleaning products, not packaged for retail trade
	3402.90.9

	13.
	24.51.32.72.00B
	Detergents and cleaning products for carpets, wall-carpets, not packaged for retail trade
	3402.90.9a

	14.
	24.51.32.73.00B
	Detergents and cleaning products for floor washing, not packaged for retail trade
	3402.90.9b

	15.
	24.51.32.74.00B
	Products for vehicle washing, not packaged for retail trade
	3402.90.9c

	16.
	24.51.32.75.00B
	Products for window washing, not packaged for retail trade
	3402.90.9d

	17.
	24.51.32.77.00B
	Products for lavatory washing, not packaged for retail trade
	3402.90.9e

	18.
	24.51.32.79.00B
	Other detergents and cleaning products, not packaged for retail trade
	3402.90.9f


Notes. 

1 In accordance with the Industrial Production Classification (PRODCOM), Year 2000 version. 

2 PRODCOM – European Union product classification. 

3 HS/CN – Harmonised System/Combined Nomenclature  

4  In accordance with the name of surfactants used in these Regulations. 
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