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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet 

Regulation No. 185

Adopted 14 May 2002

Regulations Regarding Necessary Working Conditions for Veterinary Expert-examination and Procedures for Veterinary Expert-examination

Issued pursuant to Section 42, Clause 5 of the Veterinary Medicine Law
I. General Provisions
1. These Regulations prescribe:

1.1. the procedures for the performance of a veterinary expert-examination (hereinafter – expert-examination) of unprocessed food products of animal origin; and

1.2. the working conditions necessary for an expert-examination.

2. These Regulations do not apply to unprocessed food products of animal origin, which are utilised for home consumption.

3. The Food and Veterinary Service shall supervise and control compliance with the requirements prescribed by these Regulations.

4. An expert-examination of animal slaughter products after an ante-mortem inspection of animals shall be performed in slaughterhouses, but an expert-examination of game slaughter products shall be performed in slaughterhouses or undertakings (companies) in which meat of wild animals is processed (hereinafter – processing undertaking).

5. An expert-examination of fresh and frozen fishery products shall be performed in fish reception areas (ports), undertakings (companies) in which fish processing is performed, auction locations, wholesale markets and markets where permanent veterinary supervision is ensured.

6. An expert-examination of milk (which has not been treated at a temperature above 40(C or in any other way) and non-pasteurised milk products, home-made egg, honey and bee-keeping products (which are offered or sold to a consumer by a producer or seller) shall be performed in markets in which permanent veterinary supervision and necessary conditions for the expert-examination are provided.  

7. Inspections regarding the conformity of milk intended for treatment and milk product production to mandatory harmlessness requirements prescribed in regulatory enactments shall be performed by undertakings (companies), which collect, transport, treat milk and produce milk products.

8. An expert-examination of eggs and egg products shall be performed by undertakings (companies), which produce eggs or produce, treat and prepare egg products for processing.

II. Procedures for the Performance of Expert-examination
9. An expert-examination of animal slaughter products shall be performed immediately after the slaughtering of animals (if necessary – also after plucking, scalding and skinning), as well as also after evisceration (separation of internal organs from the carcass).

10. An expert-examination of game slaughter products shall be performed within 18 hours after the delivery thereof to a slaughterhouse or wild animal meat processing undertaking.

11. Containers in which the blood acquired in the slaughtering process is collected shall be labelled with a sign “Asinis” [Blood].  Containers in which meat unfit for human consumption is stored shall be labelled with a sign “Cilvēku uzturam nederīgs” [Unfit for human consumption].

12. Products intended for an expert-examination shall be stored in conformity with the hygiene requirements prescribed in the regulatory enactments. 

13. In performing an expert-examination of game slaughter products, an authorised veterinarian shall utilise the evidence provided by a hunter regarding the behaviour of an animal before the hunting down thereof and ascertain whether the death of the animal was caused by the hunting wound.  

14. All by-products, which are separated from the carcass, shall be placed next to the carcass during the expert-examination. 

15. Slaughter products shall be marked after the animal slaughtering in conformity with the marking requirements prescribed in regulatory enactments.

16. Slaughter products of cows, sheep, goats, pigs, horses and wild mammals reared on farm shall be marked for each animal separately, but slaughter products of poultry, rabbits, wild birds reared on a farm – for a group of animals.

17. Having regard to the relevant type of products the following methods shall be utilised for an expert-examination:

17.1. organoleptic (visual, taste, smell, impurities) examination; 

17.2. palpation, cutting of internal organs, glands and muscles;

17.3. examinations for determination of trichinosis;

17.4. examinations for determination of residue presence;

17.5. determination of pesticide presence;

17.6. parasite examinations;

17.7. ovoscopy;

17.8. microbiological examinations; and

17.9. physical-chemical (for example, number of somatic cells, acidity, humidity, diastase number, invert sugar and forgery) examinations.

18. If during an expert-examination a cause for suspicion regarding illness of animals or non-compliance of products to the mandatory harmlessness requirements prescribed in the regulatory enactments has arisen, an authorised veterinarian is entitled to perform any additional required examinations.

19. An authorised veterinarian shall determine in an expert-examination whether the product is fit for human consumption and accordingly indicate:

19.1. fit for human consumption:

19.2. fit for human consumption under conditions; or 

19.3. unfit for human consumption.

20. An authorised veterinarian shall issue a veterinary opinion after an expert-examination. An opinion shall include:

20.1. number of an expert-examination;

20.2. species, age, individual or group slaughter number of animals (except game animals) and date and time of slaughtering or obtaining of the product;

20.3. species and time of hunting down of game animals;

20.4. date of performance of an expert-examination;

20.5. results of an expert-examination; and

20.6. instructions referred to in Paragraph 19 of these Regulations regarding further utilisation of a product.

21. An authorised veterinarian shall provide the first copy of a veterinary opinion to the owner of the product, the second copy shall be kept at the market or undertaking (company) in which an expert-examination has been performed. 

22. The second copy of a veterinary opinion shall be kept at the market or undertaking (company) in which an expert-examination has been performed for at least one year, but after that – not less than for a year in a territorial unit of the Food and Veterinary Service.

23. After an expert-examination the products shall be:

23.1. marked in accordance with the procedures prescribed in the regulatory enactments regarding marking; and

23.2. stored in conformity with the hygiene requirements for product storage prescribed in the regulatory enactments. 

III. Necessary Working Conditions for the Performance of an Expert-examination
24. The following shall be organised in slaughterhouses:

24.1. a room or a place for an expert-examination;

24.2. a lockable room with facilities necessary for the work of veterinary supervision and control and for the work of an authorised veterinarian;

24.3. a lockable room for laboratory examinations if the laboratory examinations are performed in a slaughterhouse or undertaking (company) in which the meat is processed;

24.4. a lockable room for storage of slaughter products unfit for human consumption. It shall be equipped with containers made of corrosion and water-resistant material and which can be tightly closed and are not in contact with the floor and walls of the room. Containers shall be labelled with a sign "Cilvēka uzturam nederīgs" [Unfit for human consumption].

24.5. a lockable room or a closet for the storage of cleaning, washing and disinfection materials; and

24.6. a changing room for personnel and sanitary facilities.

25. In addition to the requirements referred to in Paragraph 24 of these Regulations, a room for the acceptance, evisceration, skinning and plucking of game shall be organised in slaughterhouses and wild animal meat processing undertakings in which an expert-examination of game is performed.

26. For an expert-examination of aquaculture and fishery products, eggs, egg products, milk and non-pasteurised milk products, as well as honey and bee-keeping products the following shall be organised:

26.1. an appropriate room or a place with facilities necessary for work of veterinary supervision and control and for the work of an authorised veterinarian;

26.2. if necessary, a room for the performance of laboratory examinations; and

26.3. a room or a place for storage of products unfit for human consumption. It shall be equipped with containers made of corrosion and water-resistant material, which can be tightly closed and do not make contact with the floor and walls of the room. Containers shall be labelled with a note "Cilvēka uzturam nederīgs" [Unfit for human consumption].

27. Rooms for laboratory examinations shall conform to the following requirements:

27.1. the floors shall be smooth, rot proof and resistant to mechanical damage; 

27.2. rot proof walls, resistant to mechanical damage and secured against entry into the room by insects and rodents, covered with smooth, waterproof light-coloured material, which is resistant to the effects of cleaning materials, detergents and disinfectants;

27.3. windows and the frames thereof  shall be with smooth surface and equipped with a darkening device;

27.4. doors shall be light-coloured with smooth, waterproof, non-rusting surface, resistant to rot and mechanical damage; and

27.5. ceiling or inner surface of the roof shall be light-coloured, smooth, easy to clean and disinfect.

28. Rooms of laboratory examinations shall be equipped with:

28.1. facilities, equipment necessary for the performance of an expert-examination and laboratory examinations, refrigerators for storage of samples to be examined and corrosion and water-resistant containers for storage of products unfit for human consumption.  Containers shall be labelled with a note "Cilvēka uzturam nederīgs" [Unfit for human consumption].

28.2. a ventilation system, which prevents the formation of water condensate and accumulation of harmful gases and is equipped with filters or screens to prevent dust, insects, rodents and birds from entering the rooms and to provide temperature not higher than 25 (C in the room;

28.3. equipment of natural or artificial lighting of 220 lux, but in sites where the veterinary expert-examination is performed – equipment of lighting of 540 lux that does not distort the perception of colour;

28.4. facilities for washing and disinfecting hands; and

28.5. facilities for washing and disinfecting working tools in which facilities the water temperature is not less than 82 (C.

29. The cold and hot running water supply facilities for washing and disinfecting hands and working tools shall be installed in the immediate proximity of expert-examination and laboratory examination sites. The relevant facilities shall be equipped with:

29.1. cleaning, washing and disinfecting materials;

29.2. disposable hand towels and napkins, or drying equipment for hand and working tools; and

29.3. foot-operated closed waste bins.

30. Water that conforms to the mandatory harmlessness requirements for potable water prescribed by regulatory enactments shall be utilised for the performance of an expert-examination.

31. Corrosion resistant, easy to wash and disinfect tools shall be utilised for the performance of an expert-examination. The relevant tools shall be:

31.1. utilised only for the performance of an expert-examination;

31.2. maintained ready for technical use; and

31.3. cleaned, washed and disinfected at the end of a working day and upon resuming work after an interval.

32. Rooms in which an expert-examination is performed and rooms intended for storage of products unfit for human consumption shall be cleaned, washed and disinfected in accordance with a program for cleaning, washing and disinfection prepared by the owner of the rooms, as well as in conformity with the requirements prescribed by regulatory enactments with respect to the procedures for disinfection, disinsectisation and deratisation.

33. It is prohibited for unauthorised persons and domestic (pet) animals to be present in rooms for veterinary expert examination and laboratory examinations.

34. Employees who come into contact with the products and an authorised veterinarian shall observe the following requirements during the work:

34.1. wear appropriate light-coloured working clothes, footwear and headgear, and, also if necessary – a beard mask and gloves;

34.2. do not wear jewellery;

34.3. fingernails shall not be varnished;

34.4. wash and disinfect hands before commencing work and, if necessary, during work; and

34.5. no eating, drinking or smoking at the workplace.

IV. Closing Provisions
35. These Regulations come into force on 1 June 2002.

Prime Minister
A. Bērziņš

Acting for the Minister for Agriculture 

‑ Minister for Justice
I. Labucka
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