Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the State Language Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The State Language Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.


Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 214

Adopted 3 March 2009

Regulations Regarding the Recognition of a Family or 
Person Living Separately as Needy
 

Issued pursuant to

Section 33 of the

Social Services and Social

Assistance Law

 

I. General Provisions

 

1. These Regulations prescribe the level of income and material situation of a family, upon the failure to exceed whereof a family consisting of spouses, persons who have common expenses for food and who live in one dwelling or a person living separately (hereinafter – family (person)) shall be recognised as needy, as well as the procedures for the assessment of the income and material situation of a family (person).

 

2. A family (person) shall be recognised as needy if the income per each family member during the last three months does not exceed 50% of the minimum wage in force in the State on 1 January of the relevant year and if:

2.1. it does not own monetary accumulations and securities;

2.2. it does not have debt obligations, as well as it has not issued loans;

2.3. it does not own property that could be used for the gaining of income;

2.4. it has not entered into a maintenance contract; and

2.5. it is not on a full State or local government support.

 

3. The conformity of the income and material situation of a family (person) with the level specified in these Regulations shall be assessed and a decision regarding the conformity of a family (person) with the status of a family (person) in need shall be taken by the social service of the local government (hereinafter – social service of the local government), in the territory of which the family (person) has declared its place of residence (hereinafter – local government).

 

II. Determination of the Status of a Family (Person) in Need

 

4. The social service of the local government shall assess the conformity of a family (person) to the status of a family (person) in need after receipt of a submission regarding recognition of the family (person) as needy.

 

5. By signing the submission referred to in Paragraph 4 of these Regulations, the submitter and adult persons of his or her family shall permit the social service of the local government to use the information regarding the family (person) available in data registers of the State and local government.

 

6. In order to assess the income and material situation, the submitter shall complete and submit a declaration of subsistence means (Annex 1) (hereinafter – declaration), as well as submit statements regarding the income referred to in Paragraph 13 of these Regulations if the necessary information is not in the data registers of the local government and the State.

 

7. The submitter shall provide information regarding the persons referred to in Paragraph 1 of these Regulations in the declaration. The submitter shall sign the declaration, confirming the veracity of the information provided in the declaration.

 

8. The social service of the local government shall examine the information provided in the declaration, using the information regarding the family (person) available in data registers of the local government and State or requesting information from the State and local government institutions, as well as other legal persons and natural persons, if necessary, also requesting documents confirming the information and surveying the family (person) at the place of residence (Annex 2).

 

9. The social service of the local government shall, not more than within one month after receipt of the submission referred to in Paragraph 4 of these Regulations, take a decision regarding the conformity of the family (person) to the status of a family (person) in need.

 

10. If the family (person) conforms to the status of a family (person) in need, the social service of the local government shall issue a statement in writing regarding the conformity to the status of a family (person) in need (Annex 3).

 

11. If at least one of the adult family members of the submitter is able to work, except unemployed persons with a disability, the status of a family (person) in need shall be determined for three months after taking of the respective decision. If no adult family members of the submitter are able to work, there is a disabled person or a child in the family, the status of a family (person) in need shall be determined for six months.

 

12. Upon termination of the period referred to in Paragraph 11 of these Regulations, the family (person) may be repeatedly granted the status of a family (person) in need after submitting the submission referred to in Paragraph 4 and the documents referred to in Paragraph 6 of these Regulations.

 

III. Conditions for Assessment of the Income and Material Situation

 

13. The following income of a family (person) shall be indicated in a declaration:

13.1.income from paid work and pension (including supplementary payment to pension), State social benefits, remunerations, grants, compensations, means of support, student loan, except the income referred to in Section 5 of the Social Services and Social Assistance Law – for the last three months;

13.2. income from economic activity, author’s fees and royalties, lease (rent) and alienation of immovable property, lease and alienation of movable property – for the last 12 months;

13.3. gifts, estates, dividends and prizes received – for the last 12 months;

13.4. material support for the family provided by a spouse or a parent of the child living separately – for the last 12 months; and

13.5. other income – for the last 12 months.

 

14. Income shall be declared in the amount resulting after the payment of State social insurance contributions and personal income tax.

 

15. If during filling-in of the declaration, the family (person) does not have income from paid work or the time period, during which parenting benefit was received, has expired, the person has been released from serving a sentence of deprivation of liberty and in other cases when there are no income, however, the income during the preceding three months was equal to or smaller than the minimum monthly wage in force on 1 January of the relevant year, the income referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.1 of these Regulations shall not be taken into account in assessment of the income and material situation of the family (person).

 

16. The monetary accumulations, which are smaller than the minimum monthly wage in force on 1 January of the relevant year, shall not be deemed monetary accumulations within the meaning of these Regulations.

 

17. Study and student loans and loans for adapting a dwelling for the needs of disabled persons, a debt for renting of an apartment, management expenses and public utility services, as well as a debt for patient contribution and patient co-payment, upon receiving health care services paid from the State budget, shall not be considered debt obligations within the meaning of these Regulations.

 

18. A local government may specify more favourable conditions in the binding regulations in relation to individual types of debt obligations, specifying their amount.

 

19. Within the meaning of these Regulations, the following shall not be deemed property:

19.1. the apartment furniture, clothes and household objects, which belong to the family (person) at the time of the specification of the status of a family (person) in need;

19.2. immovable property or a part thereof, or movable property, which is used for the provision of basic needs (nutrition, housing, clothes) of the family (person); and

19.3. one vehicle, which is used for the ensuring of everyday needs of family members or the person (for getting to work or an educational institution) and which is in the ownership of the person for more than 10 years.

 

20. A local government may specify in the binding regulations the assessment criteria for the opportunity to gain income from a property in the particular local government, as well as for evaluation of the ability to help of providers living separately.

 

IV. Procedures for Contesting and Appeal of a Decision Regarding Conformity 
to the Status of Family (Person) in Need

 

21. If a family (person) does not conform to the status of a family (person) in need and the requirements referred to in these Regulations have not been observed, the social service of the local government shall take a decision regarding refusal to grant the status of a family (person) in need.

 

22. The decision of the social service of the local government regarding the conformity or non-conformity of a family (person) to the status of a family (person) in need may be contested in the local government council. A family (person) may appeal the decision taken by the local government council to a court in accordance with the procedures specified in the Administrative Procedure Law.

 

V. Closing Provisions

 

23. Cabinet Regulation No. 97 of 25 February 2003, Procedures by which a Family or Person Living Separately Shall be Recognised as Needy (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2003, No. 35; 2005, No. 72) is repealed.

 

24. Until 1 July 2009, the tasks specified in these Regulations for the social service of the local government shall also be performed by the local government council. 

 

Prime Minister 


I. Godmanis

 

Minister for Welfare 


I. Purne

Annex 1

Cabinet Regulation

No. 214

3 March 2009

 

Declaration of Subsistence Means 

Submitted on ___ _______________ 20____

 

Please assess my conformity and the conformity of the persons indicated in the declaration with the status of a family (person) in need. I provide the following information regarding

myself and the other persons with whom I have common expenses for food and who live in one dwelling ______________________________:

 

(address of the place of residence)

 

1. The submitter and the persons living together with the submitter

	No.
	Given name, surname
	Personal identity number
	Kinship in relation to the submitter
	Occupation/type of income
	Average monthly income (LVL)

	 
	 
	 
	 X
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2. Places of employment of employed persons

	No.
	Given name, surname
	Name, address of the place of employment

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


3. Immovable property

	No.
	Owner

(given name, surname)
	Type, area
	Address
	Whether it is used for the ensuring of the basic needs

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 

4. Movable property (for example, vehicles, manufacturing means and facilities, equipment and productive livestock)

	No.
	Owner

(given name, surname)
	Type of the movable property

(for a vehicle – make)
	Quantity 
(for a vehicle – the year of construction and registration)
	 Whether the movable property is used for the ensuring of the basic needs

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


5. Maintenance contracts entered into

	No.
	Who has entered into the contract
(given name, surname)
	With whom the contract has been entered into

(given name, surname, personal identity number)
	When and regarding what the contract has been entered into 

(object of the contract)

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 


6. Debt obligations and loans

	No.
	Given name, surname
	Type, amount (LVL) and duration of debt obligations or loan

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


7. Securities and monetary accumulations during the drawing up of the declaration

 

	No.
	Owner (given name, surname)
	Type
	Value (LVL)

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 


8. Family members who live separately at the time of submitting the declaration

 

	No.
	Given name, surname
	Personal identity number
	Kinship in relation to the submitter
	Occupation/type of income
	Address of the place of residence

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 

I confirm that the information provided in the declaration is complete and true.

 

	 
	 
	 

	(given name, surname of the submitter)
	 
	(signature)*


 

	

	(date)*


 

Declaration was accepted by the social work specialist

 

	 
	 
	 

	(given name, surname)
	 
	(signature)*


 

	 

	(date)*


 

 

Minister for Welfare 


I. Purne

Annex 2

Cabinet Regulation

No. 214

3 March 2009

 

Deed for the Survey of Family (Person) at the Place of Residence
 

The social service of the local government of _________________________________

 

___ ______________ 20___No.________

 
_________________________________ ________________________________
 (given name, surname of the client) (address)

_________________________________________ _________________________________

 (telephone number) (door code of the stairway)

 

	Reason for the survey (problem)

	

	Findings of the survey

	_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________


	Amenities of the apartment ___________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
 

	Heating

[ ] central

[ ] local

[ ] wood

[ ] coal

[ ] gas

[ ] electricity

Number of furnaces [ ]
	Water

[ ] cold

[ ] hot
	Lavatory

[ ] in apartment

[ ] outside

[ ] in the stairway/corridor


	Bathtub/shower

[ ] in apartment

[ ] shared use

[ ] none
	Stove

[ ] bottled gas

gas-pipe

[ ] wood stove

[ ] electrical stove



	Client’s opinion regarding the solution to the situation

	 

	 

	Client’s signature _________________________ Date ________________

The following persons participated in the survey:

	Given name, surname
	Position
	Signature

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


 

Minister for Welfare 


I. Purne

Annex 3

Cabinet Regulation

No. 214

3 March 2009

 

Statement Regarding Conformity with the Status of Family (Person) in Need

 

Issued on ___ _____________ 20___ No. _______

	 
	social service

	(of the city/county council)
	 


	confirms that the family (person), the address of the place of residence of which is _____________________ and which consists of the following family members:


 

	 1)
	 

	
	(given name, surname, personal identity number)


 

	 2)
	 

	
	(given name, surname, personal identity number)


 

	 3)
	 

	
	(given name, surname, personal identity number)


 

	 4)
	 

	
	(given name, surname, personal identity number)


 

	 5)
	 

	
	(given name, surname, personal identity number)


 

	 6)
	 
	 ,

	
	(given name, surname, personal identity number)
	


 

has been specified the status of a family (person) in need in accordance with Cabinet Regulation No. 214 of 3 March 2009, Regulations Regarding Recognition of a Family or Person Living Separately as Needy.

 

The status of a family (person) in need has been specified for a time period

from _____________ 20__ until ______________ 20__.

 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	(given name, surname of the head of the social service)
	 
	(signature)*
	 
	(date)*


 

 

Minister for Welfare 


I. Purne

* The details “paraksts” [signature] and “datums” [date] of the document shall not be completed if the electronic document has been prepared in conformity with regulatory enactments regarding drawing up of electronic documents.


* The details “paraksts” [signature] and “datums” [date] of the document shall not be completed if the electronic document has been prepared in conformity with regulatory enactments regarding the drawing up of electronic documents.
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