Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.

Republic of Latvia
Cabinet
Regulation No 262

Adopted 12 April 2005
Procedures by which European Union Support and State Aid for Information and Promotion Measures for Agricultural Products shall be Granted, Administrated and Supervised
Issued pursuant to
Section 5, Paragraphs four and seven
of the Law On Agriculture and Rural Development 
I. General Provisions
1. These Regulation prescribe the procedures by which European Union support and State aid for information and promotion measures for agricultural products on the market of the European Union and on the market of such states that are not Member States of the European Union shall be granted, administrated and supervised.
2. State aid and European Union support for programmes of the measures referred to in Paragraph 1 of these Regulations (hereinafter – programmes) shall be granted in accordance with Council Regulation (EC) No 2826/2000 of 19 December 2000 on information and promotion actions for agricultural products on the internal market (hereinafter – Council Regulation No. 2826/2000), Council Regulation (EC) No. 2702/1999 of 14 December 1999 on measures to provide information on, and to promote, agricultural products in third countries (hereinafter – Council Regulation 2702/1999), Commission Regulation (EC) No 94/2002 of 18 January 2002 laying down detailed rules for applying Council Regulation (EC) No 2826/2000 (hereinafter – Commission Regulation 94/2002) and Commission Regulation (EC) No 2879/2000 of 28 December 2000 laying down detailed rules for applying Council Regulation (EC) No 2702/1999 (hereinafter – Commission Regulation No 2879/2000).
3. The Rural Support Service shall administer and supervise State aid and European Union support programmes.
4.  The Ministry of Agriculture shall take a decision regarding the granting of State aid and the further guidance of a programme in accordance with the budget resources granted thereto.
5. If several European Union Member States are involved in the implementation of a programme, the Rural Support Service and the Ministry of Agriculture shall co-operate with the responsible institutions of the Member States involved.
II. Preparation and Submission of Programmes
6. A notification regarding the opportunity to submit programmes shall be published in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of Latvia].
7. A submitter of a programme shall develop the programme in accordance with the regulatory enactments of the European Union referred to in Paragraph 2 of these Regulations, draw up such programme in accordance with the form specified by the European Commission (available at the Rural Support Service) and submit such programme to the Rural Support Service within the time period specified by the notification referred to in Paragraph 6 of these Regulations.
8. A submitter of a programme shall determine the performer of the measures provided for in the programme (hereinafter – performer of measures) in accordance with the procedures provided for in the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia and the legislation of the European Union regarding the procurement procedures for projects financed by a commissioning party, as well as in accordance with Article 7 of Council Regulation No 2702/1999 and Article 6 of Council Regulation No 2826/2000.
9. The Rural Support Service shall determine performers of measures for the programmes that comply with Article 7 of Council Regulation No 2826/2000 in accordance with the procedures provided for in the regulatory enactments of the Republic of Latvia regarding procurement for State or local government needs. 

III. Assessment and Selection of Programmes
10. The Rural Support Service shall evaluate a submitted programme, a submitter of a programme and a performer of measures in accordance with the procedures specified by the European Commission according to the criteria specified by Council Regulation No 2826/2000, Council Regulation No 2702/1999, Commission Regulation No. 84/2002 and Commission Regulation No. 2879/2000 and shall decide regarding the further guidance of a programme.
11. The Food and Veterinary Service shall provide a written confirmation upon the request of the Rural Support Service regarding the compliance of the products included in a programme with mandatory harmlessness requirements. 

12. If a programme includes references regarding the nutritional value or effects on health of food, the Latvian Food Centre shall provide a written opinion upon the request of the Rural Support Service regarding the compliance of the referred to references with Article 2 of Commission Regulation No 94/2002.
13. The Rural Support Service shall submit a programme and an evaluation thereof to the Ministry of Agriculture. The Ministry of Agriculture shall decide regarding the submission of the programme to the European Commission, the granting of State aid and the conditions of financing in accordance with the budget resources granted to the Ministry of Agriculture.
14. The Ministry of Agriculture shall submit to the Rural Support Service an evaluation report and a written certification regarding a decision to finance a programme and the amount of financing for each programme. The Rural Support Service shall inform the submitter of the programme in writing regarding the decision of the Ministry of Agriculture within a time period of five working days after the receipt of the evaluation report and certification of the Ministry of Agriculture.
15. If necessary, the Rural Support Service or the Ministry of Agriculture may request additional information from a submitter of a programme regarding the programme, the submitter of the programme and the performer of measures. The submitter of the programme shall provide additional information in writing within a time period of two weeks after the receipt of a request from the Rural Support Service or the Ministry of Agriculture regarding the necessity for additional information.
16. A submitter of a programme may appeal a decision of the Ministry of Agriculture in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Law.
17. The Rural Support Service shall send a list of supported programmes, copies of programmes, evaluations of the Rural Support Service and the documents referred to in Paragraph 14 of these Regulations to the European Commission for approval within the time period specified in Article 7 of Commission Regulation No. 94/2002 and Article 9 of the Commission Regulation No. 2879/2000. 
18. If the European Commission submits objections or proposals, the Rural Support Service together with a submitter of a programme shall ensure corrections to the programme and shall re-send a list of adjusted programmes and copies of the programmes to the European Commission for approval within the time periods specified in Article 7 of Commission Regulation No 94/2002 and Article 9 of Commission Regulation No 2879/2000.
IV. Implementation and Supervision of Programmes
19. The Rural Support Service shall conclude a contract with a submitter of a programme after the receipt of a notification of the approval of the programme from the European Commission in accordance with Article 10 of Commission Regulation No 94/200 and Article 11 of Commission Regulation No. 2879/2000.

20. The Rural Support Service shall perform an administrative, technical and accounting examination of a submitter of a programme and a performer of measures in accordance with Article 13 of Commission Regulation No 94/2002 and Article 14 of Commission Regulation 2879/2000. 

21. The Rural Support Service shall co-operate with the regional offices of the State Revenue Service and the National Customs Board in performing an accounting examination and shall request information regarding the conformity of the accounting data and the submitted documents of a submitter of a programme and a performer of measures.
22. The Ministry of Agriculture shall evaluate the course of the implementation of a programme not less than once a year by inviting representatives of the submitter of the programme and the performer of measures.
23. A submitter of a programme shall submit the documents specified in Commission Regulation No 94/2002 and Commission Regulation No 2879/2000 to the Rural Support Service during the course of the implementation of the programme.
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