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Regulations regarding Aerobatic Flights of Aircraft

 

Issued pursuant to

Section 40, Paragraph two of

the Law On Aviation
1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures for the performance of aerobatic flights of aircraft in the airspace of the Republic of Latvia.

 

2. An aerobatic flight shall be a flight, during which a pilot intentionally performs manoeuvres with an aircraft in an unusual attitude and unusual changes in speed.

 

3. Aerobatic flights shall be performed by a person who has:

3.1 an aircraft pilot licence issued in the Republic of Latvia or a recognised aircraft pilot licence issued by a competent authority of another state with such rating of the class and (or) type of the aircraft, which complies with the aircraft, with which the aerobatic flights will be performed;

3.2. a medical certificate of the first class in accordance with the regulatory enactments regulating health requirements in civil aviation; and

3.3. a permit for the performance of aerobatic flights (hereinafter – permit) issued by the State Agency “Civilās aviācijas aģentūra” [Civil Aviation Agency] (hereinafter – Civil Aviation Agency).

4. Aerobatic flights shall be co-ordinated with the State joint stock company “Latvijas gaisa satiksme” [Latvian Air Traffic] (hereinafter – Latvian Air Traffic) in accordance with Paragraphs 16, 17 and 18 of these Regulations, and they shall be performed in a specially segregated area of the airspace (hereinafter – segregated area).

5. Aerobatic flights shall be performed with an aircraft, which has been certified for the performance of the relevant aerobatic flights and in accordance with the requirements and conditions included in the flight operation manual of the particular aircraft and the permit of the Civil Aviation Agency.

6. Aerobatic flights shall be performed at the time that has been previously registered with the Latvian Air Traffic pursuant to the description of the operation procedures of the segregated area and the provisions of visual flights referred to in Annex 2 to the Convention on International Civil Aviation of 7 December 1944. Aerobatic flights shall be allowed if the distance from clouds is greater or equal to the distance specified in the Annex to these Regulations.

7. It is prohibited to perform aerobatic flights:

7.1. at a lower than the minimum admissible height according to the qualification of a pilot or flights that do not comply with the qualification of a pilot;

7.2. in the period of time from the sunset till sunrise;

7.3. above cities and places where people have gathered outside the premises; and

7.4. outside the segregated area specified for aerobatic flights.

8. In order to receive a permit of the Civil Aviation Agency, in addition to the information specified in the regulatory enactments regarding the structure of the airspace of the Republic of Latvia and the procedures for changing thereof an applicant (user of a segregated area) shall indicate in an application for the establishment of a segregated area for the performance of aerobatic flights at least five working days before the performance of the planned aerobatic flights or append to the application:

8.1. coordinates of the safety (buffer) space of the segregated area, which shall be determined according to the following distance:

8.1.1. in an uncontrolled airspace – 1.5 nautical miles on the horizontal plane and 1 000 feet above the upper border of the segregated area on the vertical plane; or

8.1.2. in a controlled airspace – 5 nautical miles on the horizontal plane and 1 000 feet above the upper border of the segregated area on the vertical plane; and

8.2. a description of the procedures for exploitation of the segregated area (including planned aerobatic flights).

9. If the planned aerobatic flights do not endanger the safety or security of civil aviation, the Civil Aviation Agency shall issue a permit and establish a segregated area in accordance with the regulatory enactments regarding the structure of the airspace of the Republic of Latvia and the procedures for changing thereof within a time period of three working days after receipt of the information referred to in Paragraph 8 of these Regulations. 

10. Prior to commencing the utilisation of the segregated area, a description of the procedures for the exploitation thereof shall be co-ordinated with the Civil Aviation Agency. The following information shall be included in the description (instruction) of the procedures for the exploitation of the segregated area:

10.1. the description of the segregated area (shall include at least the name of the location of the area, geographic co-ordinates in the World Geodetic System 1984, visual landmarks and obstacles, as well as co-ordinates, height and visual landmarks for flying into the area and flying out of the area) and the procedures for the utilisation thereof; and

10.2. regarding the given name, surname and contact information of the person responsible for the utilisation of the segregated area.

11. If amendments are required to the description of the procedures for the exploitation of the segregated area, such amendments shall be co-ordinated with the Civil Aviation Agency prior to implementation thereof.

12. One aircraft at a time shall be located in the segregated area, except for the cases when group aerobatic flights are performed.

13. A user of the segregated area shall be responsible regarding the veracity of the information indicated in the application and the compliance of the requested segregated area with the planned aerobatic flights.

14. A pilot who is not a user of the segregated area shall perform aerobatic flights in the segregated area if he or she has co-ordinated the flights with the user of the segregated area in advance, has acquainted himself or herself with the description of the procedures for the exploitation of the segregated area and has presented or submitted to the user of the segregated area:

14.1. an aircraft airworthiness certificate or a standard airworthiness certificate of an aircraft;

14.2. the documents referred to in Paragraph 3 of these Regulations;

14.3. information regarding the quantity of fuel necessary for aerobatic flights, which is expressed in hours and minutes; and

14.4. the planned time of commencement of the flight and duration thereof.

15. A user of the segregated area shall ensure radio communications with a pilot of an aircraft who performs an aerobatic flight in a separate frequency. 

16. A user of the segregated area shall inform the Latvian Air Traffic regarding the time of commencement of the flight and duration thereof prior to the planned flight not later than until 17 o’clock of the preceding day.

17. If the Latvian Air Traffic has co-ordinated the flight referred to in Paragraph 16 of these Regulations, a user of the segregated area shall inform the Latvian Air Traffic regarding the performance of aerobatic flight at least an hour before the commencement of the aerobatic flight, notifying of the number of the segregated area, the time of commencement and termination of the planned aerobatic flight and the type of the aircraft to be used.

18. An aerobatic flight may be commenced after the Latvian Air Traffic has notified the user of the segregated area regarding activation of the segregated area. The user of the segregated area shall inform the aircraft pilot regarding activation of the segregated area and give permission to use the segregated area.

19. The Latvian Air Traffic has the right to request discontinuation of aerobatic flights in the segregated area if it endangers the safety of aircraft flights. The user of the segregated area shall obey the request of the Latvian Air Traffic without delay.

20. Upon termination of aerobatic flights in the segregated area, the user of the segregated area shall inform the Latvian Air Traffic about it. The Latvian Air Traffic shall deactivate the segregated area so that the users of the airspace could use it without restrictions, which were in effect in the activated segregated area.

21. A user of the segregated area shall be fully responsible for the performance of aerobatic flights of aircraft also if he or she delegated his or her duties as regards such flights to another person in writing.

22. A passenger may be located in the aircraft during an aerobatic flight if the passenger considers that his or her health condition is adequate for the performance of the flight, the passenger understands the possible consequences of the flight and impact thereof on his or her health and has confirmed it to the user of the segregated area in writing prior to the flight. A pilot is prohibited from carrying a passenger if the health condition of the passenger, taking into account objective criteria, is obviously not adequate for the relevant flight.

Prime Minister


A. Kalvītis

Minister for Transport


A. Šlesers

Annex
Cabinet Regulation No. 273

24 April 2007

 

Minimum Distances from Clouds during an Aerobatic Flight
	No.
	Classification of aircraft
	Type of aerobatic flights
	Minimum distance from clouds in a vertical plane
	Minimum distance from clouds in a horizontal plane

	1.
	Helicopters and aircraft of vertical take-off and landing, and airplanes, the stall speed of which does not exceed 50 knots
	Flights without changes of height
	Solo flights
	500 feet (150 metres)
	1 nautical mile

	
	
	
	Group flights
	500 feet (150 metres)
	1.5 nautical miles

	
	
	Flights with changes of height
	Solo flights
	500 feet (150 metres)
	1.5 nautical miles

	
	
	
	Group flights
	800 feet (250 metres)
	3 nautical miles

	2.
	Aircraft, which are not helicopters and aircraft of vertical take-off and landing, and airplanes, the stall speed of which does not exceed 50 knots
	Flights without changes of height
	Solo flights
	500 feet (150 metres)
	1.5 nautical miles

	
	
	
	Group flights
	800 feet (250 metres)
	3 nautical miles

	
	
	Flights with changes of height
	Solo flights
	1 000 feet (300 metres)
	3 nautical miles

	
	
	
	Group flights of piston-powered airplanes
	1 000 feet (300 metres)
	3 nautical miles

	
	
	
	Group flights of jet planes
	1 500 feet (450 metres)
	4 nautical miles
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