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Regulations regarding Conformity Assessment of Telecommunications Terminal Equipment 
Issued pursuant to Section 7 of the Law on Conformity Assessment

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the essential requirements and the procedure for conformity assessment for such telecommunications terminal equipment as are produced in Latvia and imported into Latvia, which are intended for direct connection to the public telecommunications network, connecting directly or indirectly in order to send, process or receive information (hereinafter – equipment).

2. Conformity of the equipment shall be assessed by competent conformity assessment institutions which, upon recommendation from the Ministry of Transport, are authorised by the Cabinet (hereinafter – authorised institutions) and institutions which shall be notified by European Commission in accordance with international agreements or protocols (hereinafter – notified institutions).

3. Equipment conforms to the requirements of these Regulations if the essential requirements specified for relevant equipment have been fulfilled. The essential requirements specified for equipment shall be the following:

3.1. electrical safety of users in accordance with regulations regarding electrical safety of equipment;

3.2. electrical safety of employees of public telecommunications network operator in accordance with regulations for electrical safety of equipment;

3.3. requirements regarding electromagnetic compatibility (if such requirements are applicable);

3.4. protection of public telecommunications network against damage;

3.5. effective utilisation of radio frequency spectrum (if such a requirement is applicable);

3.6. interworking of the equipment in a real or virtual connection with the public telecommunications network for installation, modification, tariff classification, maintenance or connection;

3.7. interworking of the equipment with the intermediation of public telecommunications network; and

3.8. essential requirements of national standards that are set for equipment interworking with the public telecommunications network in the following Latvian State standards:

3.8.1. LVS 158:1999, Public telecommunications network connection outlet point technical requirements. Analogue subscriber lines. Mechanical interfaces and connection method;

3.8.2. LVS 159:1999, Public telecommunications network connection outlet point technical requirements. Analogue subscriber lines. Electrical interfaces and basic signals;

3.8.3. LVS 265:2000, Specific requirements for terminal equipment connected to the public fixed telecommunications network analogue subscriber line interface;

3.8.4. LVS 266:2000, Requirements for telecommunications terminal equipment connected to the public fixed telecommunications network by 2 Mbit/s (D2048U) and signalling R2.

4. Equipment shall be considered as conforming with the essential requirements if it has been produced in accordance with the requirements specified by the standards to be applied, and fulfilment of all these requirements has been certified with a declaration of the manufacturer, the authorised representative thereof or the importer. The manufacturer, the authorised representative thereof or the importer shall ensure conformity to these requirements, by fulfilling one (by own choice) of the following requirements (all the documentation shall be kept for at least 10 years after the placing of the last equipment on the market):

4.1. to prepare technical documentation of equipment and a declaration of the manufacturer;

4.2. in compliance with these Regulations, to prepare technical documentation of the equipment and submit for assessment to an authorised or notified institution where the conformity of the equipment to the type shall be assessed; and

4.3. to perform complete assurance of the quality and prepare a declaration of the manufacturer.

5. Equipment manufactured in European Union Member States in accordance with the existing procedures of conformity assessment and conforming to the essential requirements of national standards set out in the Republic of Latvia may be freely placed on the market of Latvia, certifying conformity with the declaration of the manufacturer, the authorised representative thereof or the importer.

II. Conformity Assessment Institutions

6. In order to authorise an institution to carry out conformity assessment, the institution shall ensure fulfilment of the following minimum requirements:

6.1. personnel, necessary resources and technical support for the equipment;

6.2. professional competence of the personnel;

6.3. independence of personnel in preparing the reports, issuing certificates and, in accordance with these Regulations in assessing quality systems in relation to persons directly or indirectly involved with the equipment ;

6.4. non-disclosure of professional secrets;

6.5. independence of remuneration of personnel from the number of tests or inspections performed and the results thereof; and

6.6. civil liability insurance for the personnel;

III. Inspection of Equipment Type and Ensuring of Equipment Conformity to the Type

7. The manufacturer, the authorised representative thereof or the importer shall determine which equipment is intended for connection to the public telecommunications network. Equipment, which may be connected to the public telecommunications network utilising the frequency spectrum, shall be considered as being intended for connection to the public telecommunications network.

8. Equipment type inspection is a procedure by which an authorised institution assesses whether a sample representing the equipment being considered conforms to the requirements to be applied to the sample specified in Paragraph 3 of these Regulations.

9. In ensuring the conformity of equipment to the type, the manufacturer, the authorised representative thereof or the importer shall declare that the relevant equipment conforms to the type described in the equipment type conformity certificate and the requirements specified for the type.

10. The manufacturer, the authorised representative thereof or the importer shall submit an application for conformity assessment of the equipment to a conformity assessment institution where the name and address of the manufacturer (if the application is submitted by an authorised representative of the manufacturer or an importer – also his or her name and address) shall be indicated. The following documents shall be appended to the application:

10.1. general type description, schemes and sub-systems;

10.2. description and explanations regarding the operation of the equipment;

10.3. list of the fully or partially applied standards;

10.4. results of inspections performed and test summaries;

10.5. copies of an equipment type conformity certificate issued by an authorised institution;

10.6. documentation which is related to the quality system; and

10.7. information or a handbook intended for users.

11. If in testing and conformity assessment performed in European Union institutions the requirements specified in Sub-paragraph 3.8 of these Regulations have been observed, additional inspections shall not be necessary.

12. An equipment type conformity certificate certifies conformity of the equipment to the essential requirements. The name and address of the manufacturer, conclusions regarding the inspection, circumstances characterising the accuracy thereof, and data necessary for identification of the approved equipment type shall be indicated in the certificate.

13. In order that the declared equipment, if necessary, may be returned to the declarant, a conformity declaration shall include the following information:

13.1. description of equipment;

13.2. reference to the regulatory enactments in accordance to which the conformity of the equipment has been declared, and indication regarding the measures taken to ensure conformity of the equipment to the requirements of these Regulations;

13.3. data regarding persons authorised to undertake obligations on behalf of the manufacturer, the authorised representative thereof or the importer; and

13.4. reference to the equipment type conformity certificate issued by the authorised institution in order to perform a repeated inspection of equipment type if necessary.

IV. Ensuring of Complete Production Quality

14. The manufacturer shall submit an application to an authorised or notified institution for assessment of quality system in accordance with the requirements of the standard LVS EN ISO 9001, Quality systems. Model for ensuring the quality of designing, development, production, assembly and maintenance. The application shall include the methods of project control and project verification, processes and systematic activities to be used in designing the relevant equipment. The following shall be appended to the application:

14.1. technical documentation regarding the relevant equipment, sample and equipment type conformity certificate;

14.2.  quality system documentation:

14.2.1. information on the aims of the quality system, organisational schemes, descriptions of responsibilities and duties of officials (regarding the quality of products);

14.2.2. descriptions of methods of production, quality control and quality assurance, and processes and activities to be performed systematically;

14.2.3. descriptions of inspections and tests carried out before and after production of the equipment, as well as during the operation thereof, and information regarding the frequency of the inspections and tests;

14.2.4. quality records (results of inspections, test data, calibration data, reports regarding qualifications of the personnel); and

14.2.5. description of such resources and organisational measures as are utilised to ensure supervision and effectiveness of the quality system.

15. An authorised or notified institution shall assess whether the quality system ensures the conformity of the manufactured equipment with the essential requirements, and shall notify the manufacturer regarding the decision thereof. The decision shall include the inspection opinions and reasonable assessment of the inspection results. If the quality system ensures the conformity of the manufactured equipment with the requirements of these Regulations, an authorised or notified institution shall issue a quality system certificate.

16. The manufacturer is liable for ensuring the homogeneity of products during the production process.

17. The manufacturer shall provide the authorised or notified institution with an opportunity to control the inspection of the equipment, as well as provide access to necessary information.

18. The manufacturer shall inform the authorised or notified institution regarding planned changes in the quality system. The authorised or notified institution shall assess the changes and decide whether the changed quality system will not affect conformity of the equipment, and notify the manufacturer of the decision thereof.

19. The authorised or notified institution shall periodically inspect the quality system in order to control whether the manufacturer utilises the certified quality system, and submit reports regarding the results of such inspections to the manufacturer.

20. The authorised or notified institution is entitled to inspect the quality system without prior notification. After performing an inspection, the authorised or notified institution shall submit to the manufacturer a report regarding the results of the inspection .

21. The manufacturer shall present a quality system certificate and reports regarding inspection results to the authorised or notified institution and market supervision institution upon request thereof.

22. If it has been determined that the equipment is not homogeneous or does not conform to the requirements of these Regulations, the authorised or notified institution shall notify the authorised or notified institution which had issued a type conformity certificate and the quality system certificate, as well as to the market supervision institution regarding this fact.

23. The authorised institution shall notify within a month the decisions taken in accordance with Paragraphs 15, 18, 20 and 22 of these Regulations.

V. Marking

24. Equipment conforming with the essential requirements shall be marked with the CE marking, the symbol of the responsible authorised or notified institution, and a symbol certifying that the equipment is intended and suitable for connection to the public telecommunications network (Annex 1).

25. If the equipment must also conform to other requirements specified by regulatory enactments in relation to the placing of the CE marking on the equipment, the equipment may be marked with the CE marking only if it also complies with such requirements.

26. If it is provided for in regulatory enactments that the manufacturer may choose which of the requirements determined for the equipment to fulfil, the CE marking shall indicate the conformity to the requirements chosen and fulfilled by the manufacturer. The fulfilled requirements shall be indicated in the technical documentation accompanying the equipment in accordance with regulatory enactments.

27. The manufacturer, the authorised representative thereof or the importer, who produces or wishes to place on the market the equipment which is suitable for connection to the public telecommunications network but which have not previously been intended for that, shall mark the relevant equipment with the symbol depicted in Annex 2 of these Regulations and attach to the equipment the instructions for use and declaration indicated in Annex 3 of these Regulations. The documents referred to shall be submitted to the authorised or notified institution before placing the relevant equipment on the market.

28. The manufacturer, the authorised representative thereof or the importer shall affix the marking to the equipment (if it is not possible – to the packaging thereof or to the accompanying technical documents) so that the marking is easily visible, clearly legible and indelible.

29. Markings, which are similar to the CE marking, and which may be misleading as to the meaning and form of the CE marking must not be placed on the equipment, packaging or accompanying technical documentation thereof.

VI. Market Supervision

30. The functions of a market supervision institution shall be performed by the Consumer Rights Protection Centre that takes measures prescribed by the relevant regulatory enactments in order to prevent placing on the market of equipment that does not conform to the essential requirements.

31. If the manufacturer of the equipment or the authorised representative thereof has not been registered in accordance with procedures prescribed by the regulatory enactments of Latvia, the importer of the equipment shall be liable for observance of these Regulations.

VII. Closing Provisions

32.  Conformity certificates, issued by the Certification Commission of the Communications Department of Ministry of Transport in accordance with the order No 137 from Ministry of Transport on 6 November 1995, On Compulsory Certification of Telecommunications Means (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1995, No 184), shall be valid until the date specified on the relevant certificate.

33. These Regulations come into force on 1 November 2000.
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Symbols for Marking of Equipment to be Connected to the Public Telecommunications Network
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CE Marking
	Symbol of the authorised institution
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Symbol certifying that the equipment is intended and suitable for connecting to the public telecommunications network.




Notes.

1. CE marking certifying the conformity of equipment to the requirements set out shall consist of capital letters CE.

2. If the size of CE marking is reduced or enlarged, the proportions given by the sample shall be observed.

3. Both components of the CE marking must be of identical vertical size, and it may not be less than five millimetres.
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Symbol for Marking of Equipment not Intended for Connection to the Public Telecommunications Network
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DECLARATION

	Manufacturer, the authorised representative thereof or the importer
	
	 

	 
	
	

	(name, registration number, address)
	
	

	declares that the telecommunications terminal equipment
	 
	

	 
	
	

	(name of the equipment)


	
	


is not intended for connection to the public telecommunications network.

Connection of the above-mentioned equipment to the public telecommunications network is a violation of regulatory enactments regarding conformity assessment of telecommunications terminal equipment.

	
	 
	 

	(position)
	 
	(signature and full name)

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	(date, place)
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