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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 30

Adopted 15 January 2008

Regulations regarding the Requirements for Co-existence of Genetically Modified Crops, as well as the Procedures for Supervision and Control

 

Issued pursuant to

Section 5, Paragraph one, Clause 4 of 

the Law on Circulation of Genetically Modified Organisms

I. General Provisions

 

1. These Regulations prescribe the requirements for co-existence of genetically modified crops, as well as the procedures for supervision and control.

 

2. These Regulations shall apply to genetically modified crops which are recognised by the European Union.

 

3. These Regulations shall apply to the cultivation, harvesting, storage, preparation, packing, transporting (hereinafter – activities involving genetically modified crops) of the species of genetically modified crops, referred to in Annex 1 to these Regulations.

 

4. It shall be ensured that genetically modified crops do not intermingle with the crops cultivated organically or conventionally and the thresholds for adventitious presence specified for labelling of genetically modified organisms shall be observed whilst working with genetically modified crops.

 

5. The cultivation of genetically modified crops in the protected nature territories of European significance (Natura 2000 places) is permitted only in such case if specially protected biotopes, species and existence of specially protected habitats of species of limited use are not threatened.

II. Requirements Specified for Co-existence

 

6. It is permitted to perform activities with such genetically modified crops, the varieties of which are included in any catalogue of plant varieties referred to hereinafter:

6.1. the Latvian Catalogue of Plant Varieties;

6.2. the European Union common catalogue of varieties of agricultural plant species; and

6.3. the European Union common catalogue of varieties of vegetable species.

 

7. Activities involving genetically modified crops may be performed by a person who:

7.1. has acquired at least vocational initial education in the specialty of agriculture;

7.2. has acquired the study programme of genetically modified crops referred to in Annex 2 to these Regulations (hereinafter – study programme);

7.3. has completed a course regarding the requirements specified in the regulatory enactments of Latvia and the European Union with regard to genetically modified organisms and the co-existence of organic, conventional and genetically modified crops, if a study programme conforming to Sub-paragraph 7.2 of these Regulations has been acquired in another state;

7.4. has registered in the Register of Growers of Genetically Modified Crops (hereinafter – Register of Growers); and

7.5. has not been convicted for breaching regulatory enactments regarding the cultivation of genetically modified crops in the two previous years prior to commencement of genetically modified crop cultivation.

 

8. In performing activities with genetically modified crops, the person shall:

8.1. comply with the conditions for cultivation, indicated in Annex 1 to these Regulations;

8.2. install buffer strips that comply with the following requirements:

8.2.1. around the field in which genetically modified crops are being cultivated, the buffer strips indicated in Annex 1 to these Regulations, in which genetically non-modified crops of the same species are cultivated, shall be installed;

8.2.2. the crops cultivated in buffer strips shall comply with the same requirements as the genetically modified crops; and

8.2.3. the harvest gathered from the buffer strips shall not be labelled as a genetically modified harvest if laboratory analyses confirm that the admixture of genetically modified crops is smaller than the level determined for labelling;

8.3. inform in writing bee-keepers within a radius of 3000 m regarding the cultivation of such genetically modified crops which are nectar plants;

8.4. inform the owners or users of the neighbouring fields in writing regarding the cultivation of genetically modified crops and shall append information on the species of the genetically modified crop, as well as a copy of a land border plan (with the cadastre number of the land unit), on which the boundaries and area of the field of genetically modified crop are indicated:

8.4.1. if the distance from the field, in which it is intended to cultivate genetically modified crops, to the border of the neighbouring farm is greater than the isolation distance referred to in Annex 1 to these Regulations but not greater than three times; or

8.4.2. it does not exceed the isolation distance referred to in Annex 1 to these Regulations and there is no risk of inter-pollination;

8.5. control and extinguish volunteer or wintered genetically modified crops after the cultivation thereof, if there is a risk of their crossing with crops of organic or conventional farming, except for the cases when the owners or users of the neighbouring fields provide a written co-ordination document stating that they do not object to an accidental admixture of genetically modified crops;

8.6. the person shall ensure the following when cultivating in one farm both genetically modified and conventional crops for the production of seed material:

8.6.1. regular separation of seed material from genetically modified crops and conventional crops;

8.6.2. the provision of a written notification to the State Plant Protection Service regarding harvesting of any type of seed material at least 48 hours prior to the harvesting; and

8.6.3. the provision of information to the State Plant Protection Service in writing regarding the exact amounts of each obtained type immediately after harvesting and shall confirm that appropriate measures of seed material separation have been performed;

8.7. to not use seeding and harvesting machinery, which is being used in areas of organic farming. If seeding and harvesting machinery is also being used in areas of conventional farming, the person shall ensure accurate cleaning thereof and after harvesting shall perform laboratory analyses of the gathered harvest to determine the possible admixture of genetically modified crops;

8.8. ensure that in harvesting, storage, transporting of genetically modified crops, they are not mixed with the production of organic and conventional farming;

8.9. ensure that the seeds of genetically modified crops do not mix with the seeds of genetically modified crops of organic and conventional farming in the process of preparation and packing thereof;

8.10. maintain a field history regarding all fields (including the leased) used in agricultural production;

8.11. maintain documentation regarding the origin, variety, category, quality and quantity of the used seeds;

8.12. keep all documentation and notes regarding the cultivation of genetically modified crops and the circulation of the obtained products for six years;

8.13. ensure accessibility of production facilities, warehouses, land areas and accounting documents for the inspectors of the State Plant Protection Service, the Food and Veterinary Service, the State Environmental Service, as well as shall provide information regarding the cultivation of genetically modified crops and the circulation of the obtained products; and

8.14. compensate the incurred economic losses in the amount specified by the court if they have arisen from the non-compliance with the requirements specified in these Regulations.

 

9. A person wishing to cultivate genetically modified crops on land owned by a third party shall conclude a land lease contract with the land owner, in which it is to be indicated that genetically modified crops will be cultivated on the leased land.

 

10. A person wishing to cultivate genetically modified crops shall, in accordance with the procedures specified in the regulatory enactments regarding the procedures by which the Regional Environmental Board issues technical regulations for the intended activity, for which an environmental impact assessment is not required, receive technical regulations in the regional office of the State Environmental Service.

III. Registration with the Register of Growers of Genetically Modified Crops

11. A person wishing to cultivate genetically modified crops (hereinafter – grower) shall submit to the State Plant Protection Service a notification for its inclusion in the Register of Growers not later than three months prior to the commencement of the activity, and during the subsequent years shall inform the State Plant Protection Service in writing regarding any changes arising from the requirements referred to in Paragraphs 12 and 13 of these Regulations. If the grower is storing, preparing and packing genetically modified crops, as well, it shall submit to the Service a notification in compliance with the requirements specified in Paragraphs 15 and 16 of these Regulations.

 

12. The following information shall be indicated in the notification:

12.1. the date and place of the notification submission;

12.2. the notifier’s given name, surname, personal identity number, firm name, registration number and date in the Enterprise register, address and telephone number; and

12.3. species, variety, area of the field, the location of the field (address) and the purpose of the cultivation of genetically modified crops to be cultivated (to be submitted by growers).

 

13. The following shall be appended to the notification:

13.1. a copy of a registration certificate, presenting its original, if the person is registered in the Enterprise Register;

13.2. a copy of a document attesting to the agricultural education, presenting the original. Legal persons shall submit a corresponding copy of the document of at least one of its employees;

13.3. a copy of a certificate attesting to attendance of the study programme referred to in Sub-paragraph 7.2 of these Regulations or the course referred to in Sub-paragraph 7.3 of these Regulations, presenting the original. Legal persons shall submit a corresponding copy of the document of at least one of its employees;

13.4. copies of documents attesting to the land ownership rights or to the lease rights thereof, presenting the originals:

13.4.1. a copy of a Land Register document, a copy of a land border plan with the cadastre number of the land unit, in which the boundaries and areas of the fields intended for the cultivation of genetically modified crops are indicated, if the land is under ownership; or

13.4.2. a copy of the lease contract concluded with the land owner in which it is indicated that genetically modified crops will be cultivated on the leased land, a copy of a Land Register document, a copy of a land border plan with the cadastre number of the land unit, in which the boundaries and areas of the fields intended for cultivation of genetically modified crops are indicated, if the land is being leased;

13.5. a written co-ordination document with the co-owners of the land parcel regarding the consent to the intended use of the land parcel, if the notification notifier or the lessor is no the only owner of the land parcel;

13.6. a written co-ordination document with the owners or users of the neighbouring fields regarding the cultivation of genetically modified crops if there is a risk of their crossing, except for cases when the owners or users of the neighbouring fields give a written co-ordination document stating that they do not object to an accidental admixture of genetically modified crops if the distance from the field, in which it is intended to cultivate genetically modified crops, to the border of the neighbouring farm is less than the minimum isolation distance referred to in Annex 1 to these Regulations;

13.7. a copy of the letter referred to in Sub-paragraph 8.4 of these Regulations; and

13.8. a copy of the technical regulations, also presenting the original, issued by the relevant regional office of the State Environmental Service, which contains information regarding the distance between the fields of genetically modified crops (except for those of maize) and the protected nature territories of European significance (Natura 2000 places) if the field of genetically modified crops is located closer to the protected nature territories of European significance (Natura 2000 places) than double the minimum isolation distance.

 

14. A person wishing to store, prepare and to pack genetically modified crops shall submit to the State Plant Protection Service a notification for its inclusion in the Register of Growers prior to the commencement of activity, and, during the subsequent years, shall inform the State Plant Protection Service in writing regarding any changes arising from the requirements referred to in Paragraphs 15 and 16 of these Regulations.

 

15. The information referred to in Sub-paragraphs 12.1 and 12.2 of these Regulations shall be indicated in the notification, as well as the species and variety of the crop, the location of the material and technical basis, its owners and the co-operation partners in performance of the activities with genetically modified crops.

 

16. The information referred to in Sub-paragraphs 13.1 and 13.3 of these Regulations shall be appended to the notification, as well as the description of the material and technical basis and a written co-ordination document with the persons whose material and technical basis, in which the organic production is stored, prepared or packed, is located in the same area of production as the material and technical basis for the preparation of genetically modified production, or if the production flows of the producers of organic and conventional production intersect with the production flows of the producers of genetically modified production, except for the cases where the aforementioned person gives a written co-ordination document stating that he or she does not object to an accidental admixture of genetically modified crops.

 

17. If the information indicated in the notification or the information appended thereto is not complete or does not conform to the requirements of these Regulations, the State Plant Protection Service shall, within a period of seven working days after the receipt of the notification, request from the notifier the missing information in writing.

 

18. The State Plant Protection Service shall, within a period of one month from the receipt of the notification, examine the submitted documents and shall take one of the following decisions:

18.1. a decision regarding the inclusion of the person in the Register of Growers. In such case a registration certificate containing the information referred to in Annex 3 to these Regulation shall be issued to the person; or

18.2. a decision regarding the refusal to include the person in the Register of Growers. In such case, within a period of five working days after taking of the decision, it shall be announced to the notifier of the notification in writing by indicating the reasons of the refusal, if the missing information referred to in Paragraph 17 of these Regulations has not been submitted.

 

19. The State Plant Protection Service shall exclude a person from the Register of Growers within a period of two weeks after:

19.1. the person has submitted a written submission regarding its exclusion from the Register of Growers; or

19.2. it has been determined that the requirements specified for the co-existence of genetically modified crops have not been observed, and a decision regarding that has been taken in an administrative violation matter.

 

20. The State Plant Protection Service shall notify the person in writing regarding the decision of exclusion from the Register of Growers within a period of five working days after taking thereof.

 

21.  Within a time period of two weeks after the registration or exclusion of the person from the Register of Growers, the State Plant Protection Service shall place the information on the Internet homepage of the Service. Information shall indicate the person which performs the activities with genetically modified crops, the species, variety and the purpose of cultivating genetically modified crops, the location of the field (address) and the number and date of the issued registration certificate.

IV. Provision of Information

 

22. The State Plant Protection Service shall ensure all activities indicated in these Regulations which relate to the development and managing of the Register of Growers, storage and publication of information.

 

23. At the request of the State Plant Protection Service, the Rural Support Service shall provide the following information at its disposal:

23.1. regarding the areas and fields of such organic or conventionally cultivated crop species declared by the grower of genetically modified crops, genetically modified varieties of which are also cultivated by the grower of genetically modified crops; and/or:

23.2. regarding the areas and fields of the declared crop species of the fields of genetically modified crops of the neighbouring farms of such species of crops, the genetically modified varieties of which are being cultivated.

V. Study Programmes

 

24. The person which provides acquisition of a study programme regarding genetically modified crops in accordance with Annex 2 to these Regulations, as well as the acquisition of a study course regarding the requirements of the regulatory enactments of Latvia and the European Union in the field of co-existence of genetically modified organisms and genetically modified crops (hereinafter – person) has the right to perform the training regarding genetically modified crops.

 

25. Where necessary, the person shall provide the translation of the study programme and study course referred to in Paragraph 24 of these Regulations.

 

26. After the study programme and study course referred to in Paragraph 24 of these Regulations have been acquired, the person shall issue:

26.1. a certificate regarding the acquisition of the general and specialised part of the study programme. The species of such genetically modified crops, the requirements for cultivation of which have been acquired within the scope of the specialised part of the study programme, shall be indicated in the certificate; and

26.2. a certificate regarding attendance of the course. Information regarding the acquisition of the regulatory enactments of Latvia and the European Union in the fields of genetically modified organisms and co-existence shall be indicated in the certificate.

VI. Supervision and Control

 

27. State supervision and control of the compliance with these Regulations in conformity with their competence shall be ensured by:

27.1. the State Plant Protection Service, which performs the control of genetically modified crops during the cultivation of genetically modified crops, shall supervise and control the seed circulation of the varieties of genetically modified crops;

27.2. the Food and Veterinary Service, which performs the control of storage, preparation, packaging and transporting of genetically modified ready products (except for seeds); and

27.3. the State Environmental Service, which controls the observance of isolation distance from the areas of cultivation of genetically modified crops to the protected territories of European significance (Natura 2000 places).

 

28. An inspector of the State Plant Protection Service, the Food and Veterinary Service and the State Environmental Service, when controlling the implementation of these Regulations, has the right to visit the growers of genetically modified crops, the cultivation fields of crops, warehouses, production facilities and trading places.

 

29. For evaluation of risk, the State Plant Protection Service shall take control seed samples to determine the presence of admixtures and quantity of genetically modified crops in the place of the performance of control.

 

30. If the grower does not comply with the requirements specified in Sub-paragraphs 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6, 8.7, 8.8, 8.9, 8.10, 8.11 or 8.12 of these Regulations, the State Plant Protection Service shall require the rectification of the violations. If it is not possible to rectify the violations or the grower has not rectified them at the request of the State Plant Protection Service, he or she shall be excluded from the Register of Growers.

 

31. If the grower does not comply with the requirements specified in Sub-paragraph 8.7 of these Regulations, the State Plant Protection Service shall inform the Food and Veterinary Service regarding the established violations.

VII. Closing Provision

 

32. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 2009.

 

Informative Reference to European Union Directives

 

Legal norms are harmonised with the European Commission and the Member States of the European Union in conformity with Directive 98/34/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 June 1998 laying down a procedure for the provision of information in the field of technical standards and regulations, and Directive 98/48/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 July 1998 amending Directive 98/34/EC laying down a procedure for the provision of information in the field of technical standards and regulations.

Prime Minister 


I.Godmanis

 

Minister for Agriculture 

M. Roze

Annex 1
Cabinet Regulation No. 30

15 January 2008

 

The Conditions for Cultivation of the Varieties of Genetically Modified Crops 
Included in the Catalogues

 

	No.
	Crop species
	Width of the buffer strip from the field of genetically modified crops to the crops of the same species of genetically non-modified crops
	Minimum isolation distance from the field of genetically modified crops to the genetically non-modified crops of the same species
	Minimum number of years after which organic and conventional crops may be cultivated in the same field as genetically modified crops

	1.
	Maize
	not less than 1.8 m
	to the field of organic, conventional farming – 200 m
	2 years

	2.
	Beet
	not less than 2 m
	to the field of organic, conventional farming, to the protected nature territories of European significance (Natura 2000 places), as well as cultivation for food, feed – 200 m

when cultivating for seed production – 1000 m
	for production of seeds – 4 years

for food, feed, technical purposes – 3 years

	3.
	Potatoes
	not less than 1.3 m
	to the field of organic, conventional farming and the protected nature territories of European significance (Natura 2000 places) – 50 m
	for production of seeds – 4 years

for food, feed, technical purposes – 3 years

	4.
	Rape
	not less than 3 m
	to the field of organic, conventional farming and the protected nature territories of European significance (Natura 2000 places) – 4000 m
	for production of seeds – 4 years

for food, feed, technical purposes – 3 years


 

 

Minister for Agriculture 

M. Roze

Annex 2
Cabinet Regulation No. 30

15 January 2008

Study Programme regarding Genetically Modified Crops

I. General Part

1. General information regarding the cultivation of genetically modified crops:

1.1. the distribution of genetically modified crops in Latvia and around the world;

1.2. possible effect of genetically modified crops on the environment;

1.3. genetically modified crops allowed for cultivation;

1.4. the tests of crops for identification of the presence of genetically modified organisms; and

1.5. the permissible content of genetically modified crops and the system of control thereof.

 

2. The requirements of the regulatory enactments of Latvia and the European Union specified for genetically modified organisms and the co-existence of organic, conventional and genetically modified crop farming.

 

3. The distribution of genetically modified crops and their containment:

3.1. the seeds intended for sowing;

3.2. pollen, dissemination thereof by pollinating insects and wind;

3.3. dissemination by seeds and vegetative propagation;

3.4. isolation distance and changing of plants;

3.5. machinery for sowing and harvesting; and 

3.6. transporting and storage.

 

4. Provision, availability of information.

 

5. Liability regarding violation of co-existence requirements.

 

6. Remuneration regarding damage committed and losses caused.

II. Special Part

 

7. The requirements for cultivation, harvesting, storage, packaging and transporting of particular genetically modified crops:

7.1. the specification of distribution of particular crops;

7.2. the requirements for cultivation;

7.3. the requirements regarding the isolation distance;

7.4. the requirements regarding the cleaning of machinery;

7.5. the requirements regarding harvesting, transporting and storage; and

7.6. packing and labelling.

 

 

Minister for Agriculture 

M. Roze

Annex 3
Cabinet Regulation No. 30

15 January 2008

Content of Registration Certificate

 

1. The authority which has issued the registration certificate.

2. The number of the registration certificate.

3. The given name, surname, personal identity number (for a legal person – firm name (name), registration number and registration date), address and telephone number of the person, which performs activities with the genetically modified crops.

4. The species of genetically modified crops.

5. The date of issuance of the certificate, signature, position held of the issuer and the seal of the authority issuing the certificate.

 

 

Minister for Agriculture 

M. Roze
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