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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 312

Adopted 15April 2004

Procedures for the Circulation and Control of the Simplified Accompanying Documents of Excise Goods

Issued pursuant to

Section 26, Paragraph four of the Law On Excise Duty

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures for the circulation and control of a document (hereinafter – a simplified accompanying document) specified in Commission Regulation (EEC) No. 3649/92 of 17 December 1992 on a simplified accompanying document for the intra-Community movement of products subject to excise duty which have been released for consumption in the Member State of dispatch (hereinafter – Commission Regulation No. 3649/92), as well as other conditions for the movement of excise goods referred to in Section 26 of the Law On Excise Duty (hereinafter – Law). 
2. If in a Member State of the European Union (hereinafter – a Member State), from which the excise goods are being brought out for movement to the Republic of Latvia, it is permissible to draw up a commercial document instead of a simplified accompanying document in accordance with the requirements of the regulatory enactments of the Member State (for example, an invoice, bill of lading-invoice, delivery note) which taking into account the conditions of Commission Regulation No. 3649/92) is considered as a simplified accompanying document, then these Regulations apply also to the circulation of the referred to commercial document.

3. The procedures for circulation of simplified accompanying documents regulated in these Regulations, regardless of whether a person requests the refund of excise duty or not, shall apply to:

3.1. a person that brings into the Republic of Latvia or receives from another Member State excise goods, which have already been released for free circulation in another Member State or denatured alcohol; 

3.2. a distance seller who dispatches excise goods, regarding which the excise duty has been paid in the Republic of Latvia, from the Republic of Latvia to another Member State to such person, who does not have the status of a warehouse keeper, registered trader or non-registered trader; and

3.3. a tax warehouse keeper, who brings denatured alcohol out of the tax warehouse for its further movement to another Member State.

4. A simplified accompanying document shall be drawn up in three copies.

5. All simplified accompanying documents issued and received during a working day shall be registered by the persons referred to in Paragraph 3 of these Regulations in accordance with the requirements of regulatory enactments and assigned a simplified accompanying document number.

6. A simplified accompanying document number shall consist of three parts:

6.1. Part one:

6.1.1. the excise identification number of the consignor or, in the absence thereof – the relevant special permit (licence) number for the wholesale trade or retail trade, if excise goods are being dispatched from the Republic of Latvia;

6.1.2. the excise identification number of a consignee or, in the absence thereof – the excise identification number of a tax representative or the number of the permit for the acquisition of denatured alcohol, if the excise goods are being received in the Republic of Latvia;

6.2. Part two – the two last digits of the calendar year; and

6.3. Part three – the serial number of the simplified accompanying document in chronological order.

7. Information from the copies of a simplified accompanying document, which in accordance with these Regulations shall be submitted to the State Revenue Service, shall be registered, entered into and stored in the registration systems of the State Revenue Service and used for the control of the circulation of excise goods.

8. A consignee of excise goods may commence operations with the excise goods received only after the State Revenue Service has returned the third copy of the simplified accompanying document.

9. If a person fails to draw up a simplified accompanying document in accordance with these Regulations or fulfil the other requirements of these Regulations, the State Revenue Service shall reject the request of the relevant person for the refund of the excise duty (hereinafter – the duty).

II. Bringing into the Republic of Latvia from Other Member States
10. The first copy of a simplified accompanying document shall remain with the person, who dispatches or brings the excise goods into the Republic of Latvia.

11. The second and third copy of a simplified accompanying document shall be appended to the excise goods, which are moved to the place of receipt of the excise goods in the Republic of Latvia.

12. Upon the receipt of excise goods in the Republic of Latvia from other Member States, the consignee of the excise goods shall make the relevant entries in the second and third copy of the simplified accompanying document in accordance with the Commission Regulation No. 3649/92.

13. A copy of the second copy of the simplified accompanying document shall be stored at the place of receipt of excise goods up to the closing inventory of the accounting year, but after the referred to time period – in accordance with the requirements of the regulatory enactments regulating the accounting, in its turn the second copy of the simplified accompanying document shall be handed over to the accountancy of the consignee of the excise goods for the recording of the transaction.

14. If a person, who consigns excise goods to the Republic of Latvia, has assigned a tax representative in accordance with the Law, the consignee of the excise goods shall hand over the third copy of the simplified accompanying document to the tax representative.

15. The consignee of excise goods or a tax representative (if the consignor of the goods, who dispatches the excise goods to the Republic of Latvia, has assigned the referred to person in accordance with the Law) shall submit the third copy of a simplified accompanying document to the office of the State Revenue Service together with the copy of a document certifying the security (the document number is indicated in the relevant box of the simplified accompanying document) not later than within three working days after the receipt of the goods and ensure the possibility for the State Revenue Service to perform the relevant control measures at the place of receipt of the goods.

16. The third copy of a simplified accompanying document shall be returned to the submitter of the third copy of the simplified accompanying document – the consignee of the excise goods or the tax representative – not later than on the next working day after the receipt in the State Revenue Service.

17. Upon receipt of the third copy of a simplified accompanying document, the tax representative shall notify the consignee of the excise goods regarding the commencement of operations with the excise goods received on the day of the receipt of the simplified accompanying document.

18. A consignee of excise goods or a tax representative shall send (or hand over otherwise) the third copy of a simplified accompanying document to a person, who has consigned the excise goods to the Republic of Latvia.

19. If a person, who has sent goods to the Republic of Latvia, has indicated in the simplified accompanying document that the certification of payment of excise duty is necessary for him or her, the consignee of the excise goods or the tax representative shall send a document issued by the State Revenue Service, attesting the payment of the excise duty or the security, or a certified copy of the referred to document together with the third copy of the simplified accompanying document.

III. Bringing out of the Republic of Latvia to Other Member States
20. A person, who brings goods out of the Republic of Latvia to another Member State (hereinafter – a consignor of excise goods), shall draw up a simplified accompanying document.

21. The first copy of a simplified accompanying document shall be stored by the consignor of excise goods who shall ensure the storage of the first copy at the place of dispatch up to the closing inventory of the accounting year, but after the referred to time period – in accordance with the requirements of regulatory enactments, in its turn the first copy of the simplified accompanying document shall be handed over to the accountancy of the consignor of the excise goods for the recording of the transaction. 

22. The second and third copy of a simplified accompanying document shall be appended to the excise goods, which are brought out of the Republic of Latvia to other Member States.

23. A consignor of excise goods shall, in the relevant box of a simplified accompanying document, indicate the number of the document attesting the payment of the excise duty, which is completed in accordance with the requirements of the regulatory enactments of that Member Sate to which the excise goods are being delivered.

24. The second and third copy of a simplified accompanying document shall be drawn up in the Member State, to which excise goods are being brought out, in accordance with the requirements of Commission Regulation No. 3649/92.

25. A consignor of excise goods shall submit the third copy of a simplified accompanying document to the State Revenue Service within 15 days after the end of that calendar month, in which the excise goods have been sent.

26. If a consignor of excise goods has submitted a request to the State Revenue Service regarding the refund of the excise duty before the bringing out of the excise goods, in accordance with the conditions of Section 26 of the Law the consignor of the excise goods shall submit a document, attesting that the payment of excise duty is secured in the Member State of the consignee, together with the third copy of the simplified accompanying document to the State Revenue Service.

27. The third copy of a simplified accompanying document shall be stored in the State Revenue Service and attest that the excise goods have been brought out to another Member State and the consignor of the excise goods is entitled to receive the refund of the excise duty.

28. If a consignor of excise goods is a tax warehouse keeper, who moves denatured alcohol to another Member State, the State Revenue Service shall return the third copy of the simplified accompanying document with the note of the State Revenue Service on the upper right corner to the tax warehouse keeper not later than on the next working day after the submission of the simplified accompanying document to the State Revenue Service.

IV. Inspection of Simplified Accompanying Documents and Other Control Measures
29. The State Revenue Service shall perform the control of a simplified accompanying document and circulation thereof, as well as the control of excise goods and movement thereof. If it is necessary for the State Revenue Service to perform an additional inspection, the time period for the return of the third copy of the simplified accompanying document, which is indicated in Paragraph 16 of these Regulations, shall be extended by up to five days.

30. In carrying out an inspection, the State Revenue Service shall indicate the information regarding the inspection performed and, if non-conformity is detected – the relevant correct information, on the second and third copy of the simplified accompanying document. In such case, the determination made during the inspection of the State Revenue Service shall be taken into account for the basis of the calculation of the excise duty or the refund of the excise duty. The State Revenue Service has a duty to notify tax administrations of other Member States in accordance with the Law.
31. The State Revenue Service has the right to request that the person concerned or the representative thereof is present during the inspection of goods and provide aid necessary for the inspection, as well as to invite experts.

V. Closing Provisions
32. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 May 2004.

Informative Reference to European Union Directive
These Regulations contain legal norms arising from Council Directive 92/12/EEC of 25 February 1992 on the general arrangements for products subject to excise duty and on the holding, movement and monitoring of such products.
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