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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 322
Adopted 19 September 2000

By-laws of the Genetically Modified Organisms and Novel Foods Monitoring Council
Issued pursuant to Section 14, Paragraph one, Clause 3 of the Law on the Structure of the Cabinet

[2 July 2002]

I. General Provisions

1. The Genetically Modified Organisms and Novel Foods Monitoring Council (hereinafter – Council) shall be a co-ordinating and consultative institution, the purpose of the activities of which is to prevent or reduce the possible undesirable effects of the restricted utilisation, deliberate release into the environment, distribution on the market of genetically modified organisms (hereinafter – modified organisms), as well as novel foods on human health and the environment, to consult the controlling authorities and consumers, as well as to inform the public regarding the handling of modified organisms and novel foods.

[2 July 2002]
II. Functions and Rights of the Council

2. The Council shall have the following functions:

2.1. [2 July 2002]

2.2. [2 July 2002]

2.3. to organise international exchange of information;

2.4. to examine the applications of users of modified organisms (hereinafter – users) and, on the basis of the opinion of experts referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.2 of these Regulations, to prepare recommendations, on the basis of which permits for the restricted utilisation and distribution of modified organisms on the market or permits for the deliberate release of modified organisms into the environment shall be issued; and

2.5. if an accident occurs during the restricted utilisation of modified organisms (any accident, which is related to the accidental escape of large amounts of modified organisms out of control during the restricted utilisation thereof and which accident immediately or after a period of time may present a threat to human health or the environment):

2.5.1. to methodically co-ordinate the performance of the measures for elimination of the consequences of the accident;

2.5.2. to obtain the necessary information in order to perform a complete analysis of the accident, and to provide recommendations as to how avoid similar accidents henceforth and how to contain the consequences of the accident; and

2.5.3. once per quarter to compile the information regarding violations of the procedures for the restricted utilisation of modified organisms; and


2.6. examine applications for receipt of permits from novel food producers and distributors and, on the basis of expert opinions, prepare recommendations to the Ministry of Welfare on the basis of which the Ministry shall issue or not issue novel food distribution permits.

[2 July 2002]
3. The Council has the right:

3.1. in accordance with the procedures prescribed by regulatory enactments, to receive from State administrative institutions, undertakings and companies (irrespective of the subordination and type of property thereof) the information necessary for the work of the Council;

3.2. to invite experts having appropriate education and experience in genetic engineering, cell biology, agrobiology and other specialities for the provision of professional consultations and expert-examinations regarding the restricted utilisation, deliberate release into the environment, distribution of modified organisms on the market and regarding novel foods;

3.3. to recommend that users change the provisions for the utilisation and distribution of modified organisms or to submit to the Minister for Welfare or the Minister for Environmental Protection and Regional Development a proposal regarding the cancellation of the permit or suspension of the activities of the user if confirmation has been obtained that the modified organisms can cause harm to human health or the environment; and

3.4. if an accident occurs during the restricted utilisation of modified organisms, to request that the user provides the following information without delay:

3.4.1. regarding the circumstances of the accident;

3.4.2. regarding the type and quantity of the modified organisms involved in the accident;

3.4.3. regarding the measures commenced at the place of accident for the elimination of the consequences of the accident; and

3.4.4. any information necessary in order to assess the effects of the consequences of the accident on human health and the environment; and


3.5. submit to the Ministry of Welfare proposals regarding the cancellation of permits if confirmation is received that the novel food may cause harm to human health or the environment.

[2 July 2002]
III. Composition of the Council and Work Procedures

4. The Council shall consist of one representative from each of the following institutions:

4.1. the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development;

4.2.  the State Plant Protection Service of the Ministry of Agriculture,;

4.3. the Latvian Food Centre;

4.4. the Ministry of Economics;

4.5. the Latvian Academy of Sciences (two representatives);

4.6. the Faculty of Biology of the University of Latvia;

4.7. the State Environmental Impact Assessment Bureau;

4.8. the Latvian Association of Geneticists and Breeders;

4.9. the Latvian Institute of Organic Synthesis;

4.10. the Institute of Microbiology and Biotechnology of the University of Latvia (two representatives); and

4.11. the Ministry of Agriculture.

[2 July 2002]
5. The Minister for Welfare shall approve the personnel of the Council, upon the recommendation of the institutions referred to in Paragraph 4 of these Regulations. The term of office of the members of the Council shall be five years.

6. Meetings of the Council shall be convened by the Chairperson of the Council and shall be held not less than once a quarter. If necessary, extraordinary meetings shall be convened. Extraordinary meetings of the Council shall be convened if requested by at least three members of the Council, or by the State secretary of the Ministry of Welfare, the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development or the Ministry of Agriculture.
7. The agenda of Council meetings shall be approved by and meetings shall be chaired by the Chairperson of the Council. The Chairperson of the Council shall be elected by a majority vote for one year.

8. Documents to be examined at a Council meeting shall be distributed to the members of the Council not later than five working days before the relevant meeting.

9. The Council shall have a quorum if at least eight Council members participate in a meeting.

[2 July 2002]
10. Decisions of the Council shall be taken by open ballot with a simple majority vote. In the event of a tied vote when taking a decision, the vote of the Chairperson of the Council shall be decisive.

11. Minutes shall be taken at Council meetings. The minutes shall be prepared within three working days after the relevant meeting.

12. Minutes of Council meetings shall be signed by the Chairperson of the Council.

13. During the absence of the chairperson, his or her duties shall be performed by the deputy chairperson of the Council.

14. The material and technical supplies for the work of the Council shall be provided by and the duties of the Secretariat of the Council performed by the Latvian Food Centre.

IV. Closing Provisions

15. These Regulations shall come into force on 15 October 2000.

Prime Minister








A. Bērziņš

Minister for Welfare








A. Požarnovs
Transitional Provisions Regarding Amendments 

to Cabinet Regulation No. 322

Transitional Provision

(regarding amending Cabinet Regulation No. 288 of 2 July 2002)

Sub-paragraphs 1.5 and 1.7 of these Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 2003.
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