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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 331

Adopted 25 June 2003

Procedures by which the PHARE (Programme) Pre-Accession Financial Instrument is Prepared, Approved, Implemented, Monitored and Evaluated

Issued pursuant to 

Section 14, Paragraph one, Clause 3 

of the Law on the Structure of the Cabinet

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures by which the European Union PHARE programme pre-accession financial instrument (hereinafter – PHARE programme) is prepared, approved, implemented, monitored and evaluated, as well as specify the duties of the responsible officials.

2. The aim of the PHARE programme is to support the preparations of Latvia for membership of the European Union by financing measures that facilitate the fulfilment of the accession requirements specified by the European Union 1993 Copenhagen Council.

3. The PHARE programme is comprised of the following components:

3.1. institutional strengthening – measures, the aim of which is to strengthen the regulatory and administrative capacity of public administration to fulfil the obligations of the Republic of Latvia as a future European Union Member State and in the framework of which public administrative authorities are supported and developed, strategies are implemented and developed, human resources and management skills are developed, as well as partly finance the participation of the Republic of Latvia in a European Communities programme;

3.2. investments in the implementation of the set of European Communities laws – measures, the aim of which is to organise the public administration infrastructure in compliance with the requirements of the European Union and the set of European Communities laws, or which partly finance the membership of the Republic of Latvia in one of the programmes of the European Communities.

3.3. investments in economic and social cohesion – measures, the aim of which is to facilitate general balanced development of the State by reducing disparities in the level of development of regions; and

3.4. cross-border co-operation – measures the aim of which is to facilitate co-operation with regions of the European Union Member States and regions of the candidate countries for the solution of specific regional problems.

4. The twinning project of the administration of the European Union Member States and a candidate country (hereinafter – Twinning project) shall be an integral part of the PHARE programme component, Institution Strengthening.

5. A medium term Twinning project of the administration of the European Union Member States and a candidate country (hereinafter – Twinning light project) shall be an integral part of the PHARE programme component, Institution Strengthening.

6. The criteria for determining priorities for the PHARE programme, and development and selection of project applications shall be determined by:

6.1. the document of the European Union Accession Partnership ;

6.2. the Latvian National Programme on Integration into the European Union;

6.3. The National Development Plan;

6.4. The Development Plan;

6.5. The Single Programmatic Document on Measures to Intensify Co-operation in the Baltic Sea Region;

6.6. The European Commission guidelines for the preparation of the PHARE programme (hereinafter – PHARE guidelines); and

6.7. other documents determining the criteria for the preparation of the PHARE programme and selection of project applications. 

7. The criteria for the allocation and utilisation of PHARE programme funds shall be determined by:

7.1. the agreement entered into by the European Commission and the Republic of Latvia regarding the allocation of financing and utilisation thereof for implementation of the PHARE programme (hereinafter - financing memorandum);

7.2. the 2 December 1998 agreement entered into by the European Commission and the Republic of Latvia regarding the establishment of a national fund (hereinafter - memorandum of understanding regarding the establishment of a national fund);

7.3. the European Commission practical guidelines for the implementation of PHARE, ISPA and Sapard programmes (hereinafter – practical guidelines);

7.4. Twinning project handbook (hereinafter – handbook); and

7.5. other instructions of the European Commission regarding implementation of the PHARE programme.

II. National Co-ordinator in Matters of Foreign Financial Assistance

8. The national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance shall be the Minister for Finance.
9. The national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance shall:

9.1. be responsible for managing the preparation of the PHARE programme; 

9.2. co-ordinate assignment of the officials responsible for the implementation of the PHARE programme projects;

9.3. ensure monitoring of the PHARE programme and evaluation of intermediate stages; 

9.4. ensure a link with the general process of accession to the European Union; and

9.5.  together with the national responsible official be responsible for the co-ordination of the PHARE programme with other European Union financial pre-accession instruments.

III. The National Responsible Official

10. The national responsible official shall be the State Secretary of the Ministry of Finance.
11. The national responsible official shall:

11.1. be responsible for the financial management of the PHARE programme funds allocated by the European Commission;

11.2. give instructions and determine requirements for the responsible official of the PHARE programme and for the senior official of the sector in order to ensure financial management; 

11.3. enter into a financial contract with each implementation institution and the European Commission regarding procedures for the implementation of particular PHARE programme projects;

11.4. approve and submit a request for funds to the European Commission;

11.5. determine the establishment of the system of financial accounts and ensure the operation thereof;

11.6. prepare an account regarding the total disposition of funds after the end of the payment period of the financing memorandum;

11.7. ensure reallocation of funds among PHARE programmes in the framework of one financing memorandum in accordance with the memorandum of understanding regarding the establishment of national funds;

11.8. ensure the transfer of funds which have remained after the fulfilment of the relevant memorandum to the European Commission; and 

11.9. determine operational procedures for the national fund and be responsible for the operation thereof.

12. The national responsible official may authorise not more than two other officials for the performance of duties entrusted thereto, however, the national responsible official shall be responsible for the performance of all the duties entrusted thereto in accordance with the memorandum of understanding regarding establishment of the national fund, financing memorandum and these Regulations.

IV. Responsible Official of the PHARE Programme

13. The minister for the sector shall appoint the responsible official of the PHARE programme for each implementation institution. In individual cases, the responsible official of the PHARE programme shall be appointed in accordance with the procedures provided by regulatory enactments.
14. The responsible official of the PHARE programme shall:

14.1. be responsible for the operation of the implementation institution;

14.2. be responsible for the administrative, financial and technical management of the PHARE programme project in accordance with the financing memorandum;

14.3. sign a contract regarding the implementation of a particular PHARE programme project and other documentation;

14.4. in accordance with the instructions of the national responsible official submit thereto a report regarding the course of implementation of a particular PHARE programme project; and

14.5. comply with the instructions of the national responsible official regarding financial management of a particular PHARE programme project.

15. The responsible official of the PHARE programme may authorise not more than two other officials for the performance of duties entrusted thereto, however, the responsible official of the PHARE programme shall be responsible for the performance of all the duties entrusted thereto in accordance with these Regulations.

V. Senior Official of the Sector

16. The senior official of the sector shall be appointed by the minister of the relevant sector. In individual cases the senior official of the sector shall be appointed in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments.
17. The senior official of the sector shall:

17.1. be responsible for the development of the PHARE programme project applications;

17.2.  be responsible for the technical management of the PHARE programme projects in accordance with the financing memorandum; 

17.3.  comply with and fulfil the instructions given by the national responsible official regarding the financial management and internal control systems of a particular PHARE programme project; and

17.4. be responsible for the financial management of the European Communities programme participation fee, which is partly financed by the PHARE programme.

VI. National Co-ordinator in Matters of Twinning Projects

18.  The national co-ordinator in matters of Twinning projects shall be the director of the European Integration Bureau.
19. The national co-ordinator in matters of Twinning projects shall:

19.1. provide information for Twinning and Twinning light projects and co-ordinate the circulation of information;

19.2. provide consultations regarding the procedures for preparation and implementation of Twinning and Twinning light projects;

19.3. compile the Twinning light project applications (Twinning light terms of reference) submitted by the senior official of the section;

19.4. in co-ordination with the senior official of the section prepare a Twinning light project application (Twinning light terms of reference) and submit it for approval to the meeting of Senior Officials;

19.5. consult the European Commission regarding the approval of the Twinning light project applications (Twinning light terms of reference);

19.6. monitor the Twinning and Twinning light projects;

19.7. submit a Twinning project implementation contract to the European Commission for approval; and

19.8. perform other activities specified in the handbook.

VII. Preparation and Approval of PHARE Programme

20. The preparation of the PHARE programme shall consist of the following stages:
20.1. determination of priorities;

20.2. development and selection of project applications; and

20.3. signing of the financing memorandum.

21.  In the preparation of the PHARE programme, the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance shall:

21.1. organise the preparation of the PHARE programme;

21.2. ensure access to information and provide consultations to the senior official of the sector and institutions involved in the preparation;

21.3. co-operate with the national responsible official, PHARE programme responsible official, senior official of the sector and institutions involved in the preparation;

21.4. inform the Cabinet regarding the course of preparation of the PHARE programme; and

21.5. take other measures in order to ensure the preparation of the PHARE programme.

VIII. Determining Priorities

22. Priorities for the PHARE programme components Institutional Strengthening and Investments for the Implementation of the Set of the European Communities Laws shall be determined by the European Integration Bureau, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Finance on the basis of the Council of the European Union document Accession Partnership, Latvian National Programme on Integration into the European Union and the Action Plan for the rectification of discrepancies specified in the current report of the European Commission.
23. The national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance shall submit the priorities for the components Institutional strengthening and the Investments for the Implementation of the Set of the European Communities Laws to the Cabinet for approval.

24. The national co-ordinator in matters of Twinning projects shall submit the priorities for the part Twinning light of the component Institutional Strengthening to the meeting of Senior Officials for approval.

25. Priorities for the PHARE programme component Investments in Economic and Social Cohesion shall be determined by the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government in accordance with the National Development Plan, the Development Plan, the document of the Council of the European Union Accession Partnership and PHARE guidelines.  At the stage of determining priorities, the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government shall co-operate with the institutions involved in economic and social cohesion.

26. The Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government shall inform the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance regarding the priorities determined for the component Investments in Economic and Social Cohesion.

27. Priorities for the component cross-border co-operation shall be determined by the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Governments on the basis of the Single Programmatic Document on Measures to Intensify Co-operation in the Baltic Sea Region. At the stage of determining priorities, the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government shall co-operate with the institutions involved in cross-border co-operation.

28. The Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government shall inform the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance regarding the priorities determined for the component Cross-border Co-operation.

IX. Development and Selection of the PHARE Programme Project Applications

29. The senior official of the sector shall ensure development of a PHARE programme project application.
30.  In developing a PHARE programme project application, the senior official of the sector shall provide planning of the project financing (including co-financing) in compliance with the requirements specified in Paragraph 6 of these Regulations and procedures determined by the Ministry of Finance.

31. If the development of the project application is provided for by several senior officials of the sector they shall mutually agree upon one principal official responsible for the development of the project application.

32. The senior official of the sector shall submit the developed project application to the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance.

33. The senior official of the sector shall submit the developed Twinning light project application (Twinning light terms of reference) to the national co-ordinator in matters of Twinning projects.

34. The national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance shall evaluate the quality of the submitted project application.

35. The national co-ordinator in matters of Twinning projects shall evaluate the quality of the Twinning light project application (Twinning light terms of reference).

36. The national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance and the national co-ordinator in Twinning projects shall evaluate the quality of the relevant project application according to the following criteria:

36.1. compliance of the activities specified in the project application with the determined priorities;

36.2. compliance of the activities specified in the project application with the set of the European Communities laws;

36.3. compliance of the project application with the aims of the PHARE programme;

36.4. compliance of the project application with the PHARE guidelines; and

36.5. compliance of the project application with the practical guidelines.

37. If the project application submitted does not comply with the criteria specified in Paragraph 36 of these Regulations, the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance or the national co-ordinator in matters of Twinning projects have the right to reject the relevant project application (Twinning light terms of reference) or send the project application (Twinning light terms of reference) to the developer thereof for improvement.

38. The national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance shall submit the PHARE programme project application to the European Commission for approval.

39. The national co-ordinator in matters of Twinning projects shall submit a Twinning light project application (Twinning light terms of reference) to the European Commission for approval.

40. The PHARE programme project application shall be approved by the European Commission PHARE Management Committee.

X. Signing Financing Memorandum

41. On the basis of the decision of the PHARE Management Committee, the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance shall receive a financing memorandum for signing thereof.
42. The national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance shall submit the financing memorandum to the Cabinet for approval in accordance with the procedures prescribed by regulatory enactments.

43. The national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance and the representative of the European Commission shall sign the PHARE programme-financing memorandum.

44. After signing the financing memorandum the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance shall send the approved financing memorandum to the national responsible official, the responsible official of the PHARE programme, the senior official of the sector and to the national co-ordinator in matters of Twinning projects.

45. If amendments are required to the financing memorandum, the senior official of the sector shall propose to make such amendments and submit the draft amendments to the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance.

46. The national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance shall co-ordinate the draft amendments to the financing memorandum with the responsible official of the PHARE programme and submits such to the European Commission for approval.

47. After the approval of draft amendments to the financing memorandum in the European Commission, the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance shall submit the amendments to the financing memorandum to the Cabinet for approval.  

XI. Implementation of PHARE Programme

48. The implementation institution shall ensure the administrative, financial and technical management of a PHARE programme project in accordance with the financing memorandum. The functions of the implementation institution shall be performed by an institution of  direct administration or the Society Integration Fund.
49.  In performing a procurement for the implementation of the PHARE programme the implementation institution shall comply with the practical guidelines, the Twinning handbook and other instructions of the European Commission regarding the implementation of the PHARE programme.

50. A procurement method in accordance with the practical guidelines may be an open competition, restricted competition, simplified procedure, sector-wide survey of the contracting parties, direct procurement, negotiated procedure, grant scheme, direct grant allocation or other methods after the co-ordination thereof with the European Commission.

51.  For the implementation of the PHARE programme, contracts shall be entered into:

51.1. regarding provision of services (service contracts, letters of contract, Twinning project contracts, and Twinning light project contracts);

51.2. regarding supply of goods (contracts for the supply of goods);

51.3. regarding the performance of construction works (work performance contract);

51.4. regarding the receipt of a grant (contracts for receiving of grants); and

51.5. other contracts after co-ordination with the European Commission.

52. The administrative and financial management of the implementation of the PHARE programme project shall include the following measures:

52.1. at the stage of organising a competition:

52.1.1. ensure compliance with the terms of reference, technical specification and competition documentation (for construction works) with the practical guidelines, and prepare documentation for the competition for the provision of services and goods, ensure placing of advertisements on the Internet, to send the advertisement for the publication in the Official journal of the European Commission and Latvian periodicals in accordance with the practical guidelines, to send competition documentation to tenderers, to approve the composition of the preceding qualification and competition evaluation committees, to ensure the compliance of the preceding qualification and competition evaluation with the practical guidelines, and co-ordinate the evaluation report drawn up by the senior official of the sector and submit such to the European Commission; 

52.1.2. where a contract covering the sector is intended to be entered into, develop a request for provision of services and send it to tenderers, approve assessors of tenders, ensure the compliance of evaluation with the practical guidelines and other European Commission instructions, and co-ordinate the evaluation report drawn up by the senior official of the sector and submit such to the European Commission; and

52.1.3. where a Twinning light contract is intended to be entered into, ensure compliance of evaluation with the practical guidelines and other European Commission instructions;

52.2. at the stage of entering into a contract and implementation thereof:

52.2.1. conduct negotiations regarding the contract, prepare contractual documentation and co-ordinate thereof with the European Commission and enter into a contract, to inform the tenderers who have not passed the previous qualification and competition, to make amendments to the contract;

52.2.2. where a Twinning light contract is intended to be entered into, prepare contractual documentation and co-ordinate thereof with the European Commission, to enter into a contract, to make amendments to the contract; and

52.2.3. where a Twinning contract is intended to be entered into, to provide consultations regarding the financial matters of the preparation of the Twinning contract to the selected performer, to co-ordinate the Twinning contract which has been entered into, and perform procurement within the framework of the Twinning contract in cases specified in the handbook; and

52.3. at the stage of making payments – evaluate the payment request of the contract performer which has been approved by the senior official of the sector and supporting documents thereof, as well as approve the compliance thereof with the contract entered into and practical guidelines.

53. The technical management of the implementation of the PHARE programme project shall include the following measures:

53.1. at the stage of organising the competition:

53.1.1. develop terms of reference of the project, technical specification, competition documentation (for the construction works), by ensuring the achievement of the objectives specified in the financing memorandum to organise the explanation of the project task assignment to the tenderers, appoint preceding committees of qualification and competition assessment, ensure the operation thereof and take decisions regarding the selection of performers, develop accounts of the previous committees of qualification and competition assessment;

53.1.2. where a contract covering the sector is intended to be entered into, ensure the development of the terms of reference of the project, to determine the assessors of the tenders, ensure the evaluation, and take a decision regarding the selection of performers;

53.1.3. where a Twinning light contract is intended to be entered into, organise a performer selection process and develop an evaluation account; and

53.1.4. where a Twinning contract is intended to be entered into, organise a performer selection process, ensure the preparation of minutes for the co-producers selection meeting of the European Union Member States administration regarding the selection or rejection of co-producers and submission of the minutes to the national co-ordinator in matters of Twinning projects.

53.2. at the stage of entering into a contract:

53.2.1. enter into contractual negotiations and co-ordinate the making of amendments to the contract;

53.2.2. where a Twinning contract is intended to be entered into, assign a project supervisor and a person for direct co-operation, ensure the preparation, signing and submission of the contract to the national co-ordinator in matters of the Twinning project, and make amendments to the contract; and

53.2.3. where a contract for the performance of work is intended to be entered into, sign such and do all the preparatory work in accordance with regulatory enactments;

53.3. at the stage of implementation of the project; and

53.3.1. provide support to the project executor in implementation of the project in accordance with the provisions of the contract, to monitor the activities of the project executor, ensure the compliance of costs with the project objectives specified in the contract, and evaluate and approve the reports of the project executor; and

53.3.2. where a Twinning contract is intended to be entered into, provide support to the project executor in the implementation of the project in accordance with the provisions of the contract, monitor the activities of the project executor, ensure the compliance of the costs with the objectives of the project specified in the contract, evaluate and approve the accounts of the project executor, ensure the achievement of the specified objectives and the disposition of financing in conformity with the contract;

53.4. at the stage of making payments – draw up a confirmation regarding the receipt of the services or supplies or performance of works listed in the contract, to approve the payment request and the supporting documents thereof of the performer of the contract and prepare a payment order;

53.5. at the stage of monitoring the implementation of the programme –  carry out a constant monitoring of the PHARE programme project, as well as ensure preparation of the sector monitoring report and submission thereof to the national co-ordinator in matters of financial assistance.

54. The senior official of the sector at the stage of selection of the Twinning project co-operation partners, preparation and implementation of contracts shall:

54.1. ensure the preparation of minutes for the co-producers selection meeting of the European Union Member States administration regarding the selection or rejection of co-producers and submission of the minutes to the national co-ordinator in matters of Twinning projects; 

54.2. ensure the preparation of the Twinning project contract and submission thereof to the national co-ordinator in matters of Twinning projects;

54.3. determine the project supervisor and the person for direct co-operation in the implementation of the Twinning project; and

54.4. enter into a Twinning contract.

55. The Central Finance and Contract Unit shall be one of the implementation institutions which ensures the administrative and financial management of implementation of the PHARE programme projects in accordance with the financing memorandum. Technical management of the PHARE programme administered by the Central Finance and Contract Unit shall be ensured by the senior official of the sector. In individual cases, the Central Finance and Contract Unit shall also ensure the technical management of projects.
56. A grant scheme is a procurement method organised after signing the financing memorandum by the utilisation of which the projects are selected to be financed under the PHARE programme.

57. Administrative and financial management shall include the following measures within the grant scheme:

57.1. at the stage of organising open competition for project applications – ensure the development of grant scheme guidelines in accordance with the practical guidelines and the criteria determined by the senior official of the sector, issue guidelines of the grant scheme to the project applicants and, if necessary, organise the explanation of the grant scheme guidelines to the project applicants, and co-ordinate reports of the project applications evaluation committee;

57.2. at the stage of entering into contracts – inform the tenderers who have not passed the competition, negotiate the terms of a contract, prepare documentation of contracts, enter into contracts and make amendments to the contracts;

57.3. at the stage of implementation of contracts – monitor implementation of contracts, evaluate and approve reports of performers; and

57.4. at the stage of making payments – evaluate and approve the compliance of the payment requests of the contract performer and documents substantiating thereof with the contract entered into and practical guidelines.

58. Technical management in the grant scheme shall be:

58.1. at the stage of organising open competition for the project applications – determine conformity criteria for the project applications and project applicants, by ensuring the achievement of the objectives specified in the financing memorandum to appoint the evaluation committee of the competition, ensure the operation thereof,  take decisions regarding the projects to be supported and develop an overview of the evaluation committee of the competition; and

58.2. at the stage of implementation of contracts – monitor implementation of the grant scheme and ensure the evaluation thereof.

59. The national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance, the national responsible official, the responsible official of the PHARE programme, the senior official of the sector and the implementation institution shall ensure storage of the documentation for five years after the expiry of the term of the relevant financing memorandum.

XII. Monitoring of the PHARE Programme

60. The objectives of the PHARE programme monitoring are: 
60.1. to evaluate the course of implementation of the programme;

60.2. to evaluate the efficiency of use of funds allocated to the PHARE programme in compliance with the objectives determined in the PHARE programme;

60.3. to submit proposals regarding the improvement of implementation of the PHARE programme; and

60.4. to recommend amendments to the PHARE programmes projects and direct such for approval in the European Commission.

61. The national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance shall be responsible for the monitoring of the PHARE programme.

62. The PHARE programme shall be monitored by the Joint Monitoring Committee (hereinafter – Committee) in accordance with the by-law of the Committee.

63. The Committee shall consist of the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance, the national responsible official, the PHARE programme responsible official and representatives of the European Commission. The Committee may invite other interested officials to participate in the Committee meetings. At least once a year Committee meetings shall be organised by the co-ordinator in matters of foreign assistance. The functions of the Secretariat of the Committee shall be performed by the Ministry of Finance.
64. Once a year, the Committee shall re-examine and evaluate the course of implementation of the PHARE programme in accordance with the financing memorandum.

65. The national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financing assistance shall establish monitoring sub-committees (hereinafter – sub-committees). The sub-committees shall be responsible for the permanent monitoring of implementation of the PHARE programme projects in relevant sectors.

66. Sub-committees shall consist of the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign assistance and the national responsible official or persons authorised thereby, the responsible official of a programme or a person authorised thereby, the senior official of the sector and representatives of the European Committee. The meetings of sub-committees shall be organised by the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance not less frequently than twice a year. The functions of the Secretariat of sub-committees shall be performed by the Ministry of Finance.
67. A sub-committee shall have the following duties:

67.1. to evaluate continually the course of implementation of the PHARE programme projects;

67.2. to evaluate the efficiency of the use of allocated funds in compliance with the objectives of the PHARE programme;

67.3. to develop and provide proposals for the improvement of the implementation of the PHARE programme; and

67.4. to provide accounts to the Committee regarding the disposition of the financial resources of the European Commission.

68. In the monitoring of the PHARE programme, the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance shall:

68.1. prepare a monitoring work plan for the current year; 

68.2. prepare a report for the current year regarding the progress of implementation of the PHARE programme; and

68.3. develop a sample of the PHARE programme monitoring report.

69. Upon the request of the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance the national responsible official shall submit a financial report regarding the disposition of the PHARE programme funds.

70. The responsible official of the programme shall:

70.1. once a month submit a financial report regarding the disposition of the PHARE programme funds to the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance; and

70.2. submit a PHARE programme monitoring report to the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance in accordance with the monitoring work plan approved by the Committee for the current year; and 
70.3. comply with and fulfil the decisions of the Committee and sub-committees regarding improvement of the implementation of the PHARE programme.

71. The senior official of the sector shall:

71.1. prepare a sector monitoring report of the PHARE programme projects and submit such to the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign financial assistance in accordance with the monitoring work plan approved by the Committee for the current year; and

71.2. observe and fulfil the proposals submitted to the Committee and sub-committees regarding the improvement of implementation of the PHARE programme projects.

XIII. Evaluation of Intermediate Stages of the PHARE Programme 

72. The aim of the evaluation of intermediate stages of the PHARE programme shall be to provide an independent opinion regarding the compliance of the implementation of the programme with the financing memorandum and to provide recommendations for the improvement of implementation of the programme. 
73. The national co-ordinator in matters of financial assistance shall organise the evaluation of the intermediate stages of the PHARE programme.

74. When evaluating the intermediate stages of the PHARE programme, the national co-ordinator in matters of foreign assistance shall:

74.1. prepare a working plan for the evaluation of intermediate stages for the current year;

74.2. perform the procurement for the provision of the evaluation of intermediate stages of the PHARE programme; and

74.3. submit reports regarding the evaluation of intermediate stages of the PHARE programme to the European Commission.

75. The responsible official of the programme and the senior official of the sector shall:

75.1. submit information regarding the implementation of the PHARE programme to an independent evaluator; and

75.2. examine proposals regarding the improvement of implementation of the PHARE programme submitted during the evaluation of the intermediate stage and within the scope of the competence take decisions regarding the implementation thereof.

XIV. Closing Provisions

76. The implementation of the PHARE programme shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the decentralised implementation system adopted by the European Commission.  After the coming into force of the provisions of the decentralised implementation system adopted by the European Commission, the PHARE programme shall be implemented in accordance with the provisions referred to.

77. Cabinet Regulation No. 135 of 6 April 1999, Regulations on the Administrative, Financial and Technical Management System of the Programmes Financed by the European Commission, (Latvijas Vēstnesis,1999, No.107/108) is repealed.
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