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Issued pursuant to
Section 12, Paragraph five of
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I. General Provisions
 

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures, by which the necessity to organise public discussion of a construction shall be evaluated, as well as the procedures according to which public discussion of the construction (hereinafter – construction idea) shall take place.
 

2. The purpose of a public discussion shall be to co-ordinate the interests of the public and of the initiator of the construction idea (hereinafter – initiator), providing for the openness of the decisions of a local government in relation to the development of the territory, as well as the opportunity for the public to participate in the taking of decisions. 

 

3. The respective local government shall ensure and supervise the procedure of a public discussion. The initiator shall organise the public discussion and cover expenditure thereof. The initiator shall co-ordinate the organisation of the procedure of the public discussion with the local government, in which the public discussion takes place.
 

4. A local government shall transfer the construction idea for public discussion for a time period from four to eight weeks. 

 

II. Procedures for Evaluation of the Necessity of Public Discussion
 

5. After examination of an application for construction work – registration card the building authority of the respective local government shall take a decision regarding the necessity of public discussion and issue an opinion in accordance with Cabinet Regulation No. 112 of 1 April 1997, General Construction Regulations (hereinafter – General Construction Regulations).
 

6. In cases where public discussion of the construction idea should be organised, the local government shall determine the requirements pursuant to the Law On Local Governments, the Construction Law, the General Construction Regulations and Latvian construction standards, as well as taking into account the requirements specified in other regulatory enactments in relation to the protection of nature, the environment, public health, cultural and historical monuments and immovable property. 

 

7. In order to evaluate the necessity of public discussion of the construction idea, the building authority shall request: 

7.1. from respective institutions (pursuant to the requirements specified in the General Construction Regulations) – the documents and information related to the plot of land indicated in the application for construction work – registration card or the structure located thereon; and
7.2. the initiator – the necessary estimates, documents and other materials. 

 

8. If materials have been received, proving that the construction idea does not require public discussion, the building authority shall take a respective decision and the construction process shall be continued in accordance with the procedures specified in the General Construction Regulations. 

 

III. Public Discussion if the 
Construction Idea Affects Several Administrative Territories
 

9. If the construction idea affect territories of several local governments, public discussion shall be organised in each local government accordingly.
 

10. The local government council (parish council), in the territory of which construction work is intended, shall:
10.1. co-ordinate the procedure of the public discussion;
10.2. co-ordinate the process of the public discussion with the local governments, which are affected by the construction idea;
10.3. evaluate the decisions taken by the local governments referred to in Paragraph 9 of these Regulations; and
10.4. take a respective final decision. 

 

11. Each local government, which is affected by the construction idea, has a duty to ensure public discussion. After the public discussion the final report and the decision taken by the building authority shall be transferred to the local government referred to in Paragraph 10 of these Regulations.
 

IV. Process of a Public Discussion
 

12. The local government shall appoint the responsible secretary for the supervision of the public discussion or shall reach an agreement with the initiator regarding appointment of the responsible secretary (if the initiator is a State administrative institution). The responsible secretary shall co-ordinate the process of the public discussion. 

 

13. The initiator shall prepare the following materials and information for public discussion of the construction idea:
13.1. a notification regarding transfer of the construction idea for public discussion. The following information shall be included in the notification: 

13.1.1. the name, address of the construction idea;
13.1.2. the initiator (the given name, surname of a natural person or the name, address, registration number of a legal person and the contact telephone number of the responsible person);
13.1.3. the designer (the name, address, registration number and the contact telephone number of the responsible person);
13.1.4. the place and time of the presentation event of the construction idea (which shall take place in the second week after the beginning of public discussion), as well as the date, by which it will be possible to view the informative materials regarding the construction idea;
13.1.5. the deadline and place for the submission of references; and
13.1.6. the number of the telephone information line for references regarding the place and time of the meeting of the local government council (parish council) when a decision regarding the results of the public discussion of the construction idea will be taken.
13.2. a questionnaire for expression of public opinion. A person shall indicate the following information in the questionnaire:
13.2.1. the given name, surname, personal identity number and the place of residence or the name, registration number, legal address of a legal person;
13.2.2. whether the construction idea is supported or rejected (mark the appropriate answer with an x);
13.2.3. the reason for the support or rejection of the construction idea (mark the appropriate answer with an x);
13.2.4. public benefits or losses after the implementation of the construction idea;
13.2.5. how and to what extent the construction idea affects the rights or lawful interests of the person;
13.2.6. proposals, recommendations or conditions so that the rights or lawful interests of the person would not be affected upon implementation of the construction idea; and
13.2.7. answers to other questions included in the questionnaire (the questions are co-ordinated with the building authority and expanded so as to specify public opinion in relation to the construction idea);
13.3. photographs of construction drafts, of descriptions, of the plot of land to be built up;
13.4. a description of the potential impact of the construction idea on the environment and infrastructure of the respective administrative territory or region, household conditions of residents and the value of immovable property therein. Opinions of the competent authorities (if any) shall be appended to the description; and
13.5. a board depicting the construction work (not smaller than 1.2 x 1.2 m), showing a picture of the intended structure and including the information referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.1 of these Regulations.
 

14. An initiator has the following duties:
14.1. to co-ordinate the notification referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.1 of these Regulations with the local government and to ensure the publication of the notification in the local newspaper;
14.2. to co-ordinate the text and sample form of the questionnaire referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.2 of these Regulations with the local government;
14.3. to co-ordinate with the local government the time and place for displaying the visual materials and to organise the presentation event; and
14.4. to place the board depicting the construction work on the plot of land to be built up, starting from the day when the notification referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.1 of these Regulations is published in the local newspaper until the end of the public discussion of the construction idea.
 

15. A local government has the following duties:
15.1. to provide the public access to the materials prepared by the initiator, the binding building provisions and the valid spatial planning at the location of the public discussion. If the local government does not have valid spatial planning, other materials, which demonstrate the situation in the territory, shall be admissible;
15.2. to insert the notification referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.1 and the questionnaire referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.2, as well as the final report of the building authority referred to in Paragraph 19 of these Regulations on the Internet home page of the local government (if any);
15.3. to place the notification referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.1 of these Regulations in the municipal chambers of the county and the respective town or parish local government. After reaching an agreement with the local government, the initiator may also place a notification in other places available to the public (for example, in a school, library, post office) and announce it in the local radio and television;
15.4. to notify the initiator regarding the place and time of the meeting of the local government council (parish council) when a decision regarding the results of the public discussion of the construction idea will be taken; and
15.5. to ensure the arrangement and keeping of the documentation of the public discussion in accordance with the regulatory enactments regarding storage and archiving of documents.
 

16. If the respective visual materials and information regarding the construction idea do not conform to the requirements specified in these Regulations, the local government shall inform the initiator about it in writing and begin the organisation of a public discussion after preparation and submission of all the necessary documents. 

 

17. Public discussion shall be deemed opened beginning with the date when the notification referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.1 of these Regulations is published in the local newspaper. 

18. Each person has the following rights during a public discussion:
18.1. to get acquainted with the information transferred for public discussion;
18.2. to express his or her opinion;
18.3. to invite independent experts or representatives of competent authorities in order to evaluate the construction idea;
18.4. until the specified deadline to submit references, proposals or recommendations for improvement of the construction idea to the building authority in writing or in electronic form, as well as to fill in and send or submit the questionnaire referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.2 of these Regulations at the indicated address; and
18.5. to participate in the presentation event of the construction idea and to express his or her opinion, as well as to participate in the meeting of the local government council (parish council), in which a decision regarding the construction idea is taken. 

 

19. After the end of the public discussion the responsible secretary shall:
19.1. analyse and evaluate within the respective deadline the submitted questionnaires referred to in Sub-paragraph 13.2 of these Regulations (particularly evaluating the opinion of the owners of adjacent plots of land and buildings) and the opinions of experts or representatives of other institutions, as well as publicly expressed opinions recorded in minutes;
19.2. summarise how many people support and how many people reject the construction idea (specifying the main reasons), what proposals or conditions have been expressed for improvement of the construction idea or implementation of the construction idea; and
19.3. prepare the final report of the building authority. Objections, which are not drawn up pursuant to the requirements specified in these Regulations, shall not be taken into account.
 

20. The responsible secretary shall provide the final report on the results of the public discussion of the construction idea after the end of the time period for public discussion in the subsequent meeting of the local government council (parish council), but not later than within a time period of three months from the day of starting the public discussion. 
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