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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet Regulation No 336

Adopted 25 June 2003

Regulations Regarding Equipment and Protective Systems Used in a Potentially Explosive Atmosphere

Issued pursuant to

 Section 7

 of the Law on Conformity Assessment

1. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the essential requirements for equipment and protective systems intended for use in a potentially explosive atmosphere and a supervisory mechanism for conformity with these requirements; in design, manufacture and conformity assessment prior to the placing thereof on the internal market - for sale, giving as a gift or handing over for use with or without remuneration, as well as specify the procedures for market supervision.

2. Within the meaning of these Regulations equipment means machines, apparatus, fixed or mobile devices, control components and instrumentation thereof and detection systems or protective systems which, separately or jointly, are intended for the generation, transfer, storage, measurement, control and conversion of energy for the processing of material and which are capable of causing an explosion through their own potential sources of ignition. Protective systems mean an aggregate of devices intended to warn of the explosion hazard and to halt (prevent, muffle) incipient explosions or to limit the pressure of shock waves and spreading of flames caused by an explosion and which may be fitted (installed) into the equipment used in a potentially explosive atmosphere or manufactured separately as autonomous operational systems.

3. These Regulations do not apply to:

3.1. equipment intended for internal and household use or for use under such conditions where the potential explosion hazard is minimal (accidental leakage of gas); if the relevant equipment is not intended to be used for commercial purposes;

3.2. medical equipment intended for use (use of equipment, protective systems and devices in conformity with the group and category of the equipment and all information; provided by the manufacturer which is necessary for safe operation of the equipment, protective systems and devices) in medical treatment institutions

3.3. equipment the explosion hazard of which is created by explosive substances or chemically unstable substances;

3.4. personal protective equipment;

3.5. seagoing vessels, mobile offshore units and the equipment thereof; 

3.6. passenger and freight vehicles intended for transporting passengers and freight by road, rail, water networks and air; except means of transport intended for use in a potentially explosive atmosphere (the environment in which mixture with air of flammable substances or specially flammable substances exists or may arise, or products (hereinafter – flammable substances) in the form of gases, vapours, mists or dust occurs or may occur, which under normal conditions after ignition may flash out in the entire capacity; thus causing explosion (blast); and

3.7. Arms, ammunitions and military materials at the disposal of the National Armed Forces. 

4. The Ministry of Economics shall recommend to the limited liability company Latvijas standarts [Latvian Standard] a list of adaptable standards. 
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5. The limited liability company Latvijas standarts shall submit for publication in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [official Gazette of the Government of Latvia] a list of those harmonised European standards adapted in the status of the Latvian National Standard, which are applied for the fulfilment of the essential requirements of these Regulations (hereinafter – applicable standards).

[20 April 2004]

6. Equipment and protective systems shall be considered to fulfil the essential safety requirements specified in Chapter 3 of these Regulations regarding the design and manufacture of the equipment and protective systems (hereinafter – essential safety requirements) if they have been manufactured in accordance with the essential requirements specified in applicable standards that apply to the specific equipment or protective system, and the fulfilment of all requirements has been certified by conformity assessment procedures.

7. The conformity assessment of equipment and protective systems shall be assessed by accredited and published in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis conformity assessment institutions (hereinafter – the notified body).

[20 April 2004]

 8. Notified bodies are entitled to assess equipment and protective systems if such bodies ensure the fulfilment of the following minimum requirements:

 8.1. the notified body, the head or personnel thereof responsible for conformity assessment and certification procedures shall not be: the designer, manufacturer, supplier or installer of the equipment, protective system or device (safety, controlling and regulating devices which are intended for use outside the potentially explosive atmosphere, but are necessary for the provision of security of the equipment and protective system against explosion hazard), nor represent an organisation which performs any of the activities referred to (this prohibition shall not preclude the possibility of exchanging technical information between the manufacturer of the equipment, protective system or device and the notified body);

 8.2. the notified body, the head or personnel thereof responsible for the conformity assessment and certification procedures shall not participate in the design, manufacture, marketing or maintenance of the equipment, protective system or device, nor represent an organisation which performs any of the activities referred to (this prohibition shall not preclude the possibility of exchanging technical information between the manufacturer of the equipment, protective system or device and the notified body);

 8.3. the notified body and the personnel thereof shall perform the assessment and certification professionally, fairly and with technical competence. They shall be free from any kind of influence (particularly financial), which may affect the taking of decisions or the results of examinations, particularly in relation to persons or organisations for which the results of assessment are important;

 8.4. the notified body shall have appropriate personnel and technical facilities at its disposal for the performance of technical and administrative tasks related to examination and supervisory procedures;

 8.5. the personnel of the notified body responsible for examinations shall have:

 8.5.1. adequate professional and technical training;

 8.5.2. sufficient knowledge regarding examination procedures and experience in the performance thereof; and

 8.5.3. skills in drawing up technical records, reports and certificates;

 8.6. the body shall have insured the civil liability thereof in respect of the activities which it is entitled to perform;

 8.7. the notified body shall guarantee objectivity of the personnel and that the remuneration of the personnel does not depend on the quantity and results of examinations or tests; and

 8.8. the personnel of the notified body shall observe confidentiality and shall not disclose information, which such has acquired performing examinations, except such information that is provided to the State supervisory and control institutions which conduct supervision and control of equipment and protective systems in accordance with the regulatory enactments.

[20 April 2004]

 9. The Latvian National Accreditation Bureau, which has evaluated the competence of the notified body, shall regularly examine the fulfilment of the requirements specified in Paragraph 8 of these Regulations.

[20 April 2004]

 10. Equipment and protective systems shall be designed and manufactured after a detailed analysis of possible operational defects in the operation in order to prevent dangerous situations. Any possible misuse shall be taken into consideration.

 11. Equipment and protective systems subject to particular examination and maintenance requirements shall be designed and manufactured taking into consideration the conditions referred to.

 12. Equipment and protective systems shall be designed and manufactured so as to maintain the capacity thereof to function in factual or foreseeable environmental conditions.

 13. The manufacturer of equipment and protective systems, the authorised representative thereof or the importer shall prepare and submit to the user instructions for the equipment and protective system in which at least the following information is specified:

 13.1. summary of the information included in the marking of the equipment or protective system (except the serial number referred to in Sub-paragraph 149.4 of these Regulations) together with any appropriate information facilitating maintenance (for example, addresses of the importer and repairer);

 13.2. instructions for safe commencement of service, use, assembling and dismantling, maintenance (regular and emergency servicing), installation and adjustment;

 13.3. where necessary, an indication of the danger areas of explosion pressure-relief devices;

 13.4. where necessary, information regarding training;

 13.5. sufficiently detailed information, which allows determination as to whether the equipment or protective system of a specific category may be used safely in the intended area under the expected conditions; 

 13.6. electrical and pressure parameters, maximum surface temperature and other limit values; 

 13.7. where necessary, special conditions of use, detailed information regarding possible misuse based on previous experience; and

 13.8. where necessary, the essential characteristics of tools to be fitted to the equipment or protective system.

 14. The manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof has the obligation to draw up the instructions in the official language. On commencing service, all equipment and protective systems must be accompanied by a translation of the instructions in the language or languages of the country in which the equipment or protective system is to be used and by the instructions in the original language. The translation must be made by the manufacturer, the authorised representative thereof or the importer. The instructions for use by the specialist personnel employed by the manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall be drawn up in a language understood by the personnel.

 15. The instructions shall contain the drawings and diagrams necessary for the commencement of service, maintenance, inspection, checking of correct operation and, where appropriate, repair of the equipment or protective system. The instructions shall also contain other necessary information, in particular with regard to safety.

 16. Descriptions of the equipment or protective system may not contradict the instructions with regard to safety aspects.

2. Classification of Equipment and Criteria for Classification

 17. Equipment shall be divided into the following groups:

 17.1. Group (I) one– equipment intended for use in underground parts of mines, and the surface equipment thereof, in which explosion hazard may arise through firedamp and/or combustible dust may occur; and

 17.2. Group (II) two – equipment intended for use in other places where explosion hazard mat arise through flammable substances in the form of gases, vapours, mists and/or dust.

 18. Depending on the level of protection of the equipment under the intended conditions of use, the equipment of Group one (I) shall be divided into M1 and M2 categories, but the equipment of Group two (II) — into categories 1, 2 and 3.

 19. Equipment and protective systems may be designed for a particular potentially explosive atmosphere and in this case they shall be marked accordingly.

2.1. Group I Equipment

 20. Category M1 equipment shall be:

 20.1. intended for use in underground parts of mines as well as the surface equipment thereof of such mines endangered by an explosion hazard of firedamp and/or combustible dust;

 20.2. designed and equipped with additional special protective systems in conformity with the operational parameters established by the manufacturer, ensuring a very high level of protection;.

 20.3. capable of operating in a potentially explosive atmosphere, even when damaged, and such equipment shall have a fail-safe protective system in order to ensure the necessary level of protection in the event of the failure of one of the protective systems (the other protective system which is independent thereof provides protection) or in the event of two faults occurring simultaneously independently of one another; and

 20.4. designed in pursuance of the additional requirements specified in Paragraph 61 of these Regulations.

 21. Category M2 equipment shall be:

 21.1. designed and manufactured in conformity with the operational parameters specified by the manufacturer, ensuring a high level of protection;

 21.2. intended for use in mines underground (in pits) and on the surface, where the release of mine gas or combustible dust is possible;

 21.3. manufactured so that there is a possibility to de-energise the equipment;

 21.4. provided with such protective systems which ensure the requisite level of protection during normal and also more demanding operating conditions which have arisen due to misuse and changing environmental conditions; and

 21.5. designed in pursuance of the additional requirements specified in Paragraph 62 of these Regulations.

2.2. Group II Equipment

 22. Category 1 equipment shall be:

 22.1. designed and developed in conformity with the operational parameters specified by the manufacturer, ensuring a very high level of protection;

 22.2. intended for use in areas where explosion hazard of flammable substances in the form of gases, vapours, mists and/or dust occurs continuously, for long periods and/or often;

 22.3. capable of operating, even when damaged, and to ensure the necessary level of protection in the event of the failure of one of the protective systems (the other protective system which is independent thereof provides protection) or in the event of two faults occurring independently of each other; and

 22.4. designed in pursuance of the additional requirements specified in Paragraphs 63 and 64 of these Regulations.

 23. Category 2 equipment shall:

 23.1. be designed and manufactured in conformity with the operational parameters specified by the manufacturer in order to ensure a high level of protection;

 23.2. be intended for use in areas where explosion hazard of flammable substances in the form of gases, vapours, mists and/or dust occurs seldom and for short periods;

 23.3. ensure the necessary level of protection if disturbances in the operation are repeated frequently or there is elementary damage; and

 23.4. comply with the additional requirements referred to in Paragraphs 65 and 66 of these Regulations.

 24. Category 3 equipment shall:

 24.1. be designed and manufactured in conformity with the operational parameters specified by the manufacturer, ensuring a sufficient level of protection;

 24.2. be intended for use in areas where there is little possibility of explosion hazard of flammable substances in the form of gases, vapours, mists and/or dust and in the event of occurrence thereof it is temporary;

 24.3. ensure the necessary level of protection only during normal operations thereof; and

 24.4. conform to the additional requirements referred to in Paragraphs 67 and 68 of these Regulations.

 3. Essential Safety Requirements for Design and Manufacture of Equipment and Protective Systems

 25. The essential safety requirements referred to in Chapter 3 of these Regulations also apply to equipment where it is necessary for securing of this equipment against the explosion hazard. 

3.1. Selection of Materials for Equipment and Protective Systems

 26. Materials for the equipment and protective systems shall be selected so that when operating with the intended load in the intended working environment they do not cause an explosion.

 27. Materials utilised within the limits of the operating conditions laid down by the manufacturer and the components constituting the potentially explosive atmosphere (any details which are essential for safe operation of equipment and protective systems, but which lack independent functions) may not cause chemical reactions in the constructions of the equipment and protective systems which may impair protection against explosions.

 28. The manufacturer shall select materials so that predictable changes in the characteristics and compatibility thereof in combination with other materials does not lead to a reduction in the protection against explosions, in particular, due to corrosion, wear resistance, electrical conductivity, impact strength, ageing and the variable temperature of materials.

3.2. Design and Manufacture

 29. The manufacturer shall design and manufacture equipment and protective systems with due regard to technological criteria (use of equipment, protective systems and devices in conformity with the group, category of the equipment and all information provided by the manufacturer which is necessary for safe functioning of equipment, protective systems and devices) in order to protect thereof against explosions throughout the entire foreseeable lifetime. 

 30. When designing the equipment and protective systems, the manufacturer shall observe the essential safety requirements for the prevention of explosions:

 30.1. where possible shall ensure that the equipment and protective systems do not create potential explosive atmospheres during the operation thereof; 

 30.2. shall ensure that in the premises any characteristics of electrical or non-electrical source of ignition are taken into account; and

 30.3. in case an explosion occurs, shall ensure that the flame radius of explosion and explosion pressure is immediately eliminated and/ or contained to a sufficient level of safety.

 31. The components (any details essential for the safe functioning of equipment and protective systems but which lack independent functions) intended to be installed in the equipment and protective systems or used for the replacement thereof shall be designed and manufactured by the manufacturer so that they provide protection against explosions after they have been installed in accordance with the instructions of the manufacturer.

 32. For protection against leaks:

 32.1. in equipment from which the release of flammable gases or dust is possible, the manufacturer shall utilise enclosed (airtight) structures;

 32.2. the manufacturer shall make structures of the equipment in which there are openings or non-tight joints so that gases or dust developed in the equipment does not generate a potentially explosive atmosphere outside the equipment upon the release thereof;

 32.3. the manufacturer shall make the structures of the equipment so as to limit the release of flammable substances during filling or draining through the places of filling or draining.

 33. Equipment and protective systems, on the surfaces of which the accumulated dust may ignite, shall be designed so that:

 33.1. the surfaces are easily cleanable and the accumulation of dust thereon is limited as much as possible;

 33.2. the surface heating temperature is kept well below the flash point of the deposit dust; and

 33.3. limitation of the temperature on the surfaces is possible when prevention of heating of the deposit dust is necessary.

 34. Equipment, which may be exposed to possible overload, must be provided with additional means of protection so that it may withstand increased stresses, without effect on explosion protection.
35. The covers of equipment and protective systems forming part of the explosion protection itself, shall be constructed so that the removal thereof is possible only by means of special tools or by ensuring appropriate protection measures.

 36. Protection against other risk factors in the equipment shall be such as:

 36.1. not to cause injuries (for example, mechanical, thermal, chemical, mental or electrical) by direct or indirect contact;

 36.2. not to produce high surface temperature or radiation of the accessible part of equipment;

 36.3. the dangerous factors of a non-electrical character do not cause an explosion hazard; and

 36.4. under the foreseeable conditions of overload the threat of dangerous situations does not arise and increase.

 37. The requirements specified in Paragraph 36 of these Regulations are applied without prejudice to the requirements of other regulatory enactments.

 38. At the design stage the manufacturer shall prevent dangerous overloading of equipment by means of measurement, regulation and control devices (for example, over-current cut-off switches, temperature limiters, differential pressure switches, flowmeters, time-lag relays, overspeed monitors).

 39. The unsafe parts of the enclosed system of equipment, which may cause a potentially explosive atmosphere or ignition and which are placed in enclosed premises, shall be constructed so as to ensure that such premises withstand the pressure developed during an internal explosion and prevent the transmission of the explosion outside the premises.

3.3. Potential Ignition Sources

 40. The formation of different ignition sources (for example, sparks, flames, electric arcs, high surface temperature, acoustic energy, optical radiation, electromagnetic waves) is not permissible in the equipment and protective systems.

 41. The formation of electrostatic charges capable of resulting in dangerous discharges shall be prevented by means of appropriate measures.

 42. Stray electric and leakage currents that may cause corrosion, overheating of surfaces or sparks capable of provoking an ignition shall not be permissible in conductive equipment parts.

 43. At the design stage the manufacturer shall as far as possible prevent the potential causes of overheating which may be caused by friction or impacts occurring between materials and parts in contact with each other while rotating or through the intrusion of foreign bodies.

 44. The manufacturer shall fit pressure compensation equipment and protective systems with measuring, control and regulation devices in order to prevent shock waves generated during the pressure compensation process or pressure which may cause ignition.

 45. The prevention of equipment risk factors arising from external effects shall be ensured by:

 45.1. a sufficient level of protection even in changing environmental conditions (for example, voltage, humidity, vibrations, contamination), taking into account the limits of the operating conditions established by the manufacturer in order that the equipment may safely perform the intended functions thereof; and

 45.2. resistance of the equipment parts against mechanical and thermal stresses, as well as against existing or foreseeable chemical substances, chemical products or other hazardous substances, products or materials.

3.4. Safety Devices

 46. Safety devices shall be made so that they function independently of the operation of measurement or control devices required for operation of the equipment.

 47. Such technical means shall be selected which ensure sufficiently rapid detection of failure of safety devices in order to reduce the likelihood of the occurrence of dangerous situations to a minimum.

 48. The manufacturer shall design and manufacture control circuits and displays in accordance with ergonomic principles in order to achieve the highest possible level of operating safety with regard to the explosion hazard.

 49. Protection of electrical circuits shall in general be ensured by applying the fail-safe principles.

 50. Safety devices shall be switched on directly, without intermediate software command. In the event of a safety device failure, equipment and/or protective systems shall, wherever possible, be secured.

 51. Emergency stop controls of safety devices shall, as far as possible, be fitted with restart lockouts (switches) so that a repeated switching on may be possible only after the lockouts have been intentionally reset.

 52. In so far as measuring devices relate to equipment used in potentially explosive atmospheres, they shall be designed and manufactured so that:

 52.1. they are capable of operating under the intended and also special operating conditions; and

 52.2. where necessary, it is possible to check the reading accuracy and serviceability of measuring devices.

 53. The design shall incorporate such safety factors, conditions for installing the measuring devices and possible aberrations in the measuring system as to ensure that the alarm goes off in due time in order to have the possibility to eliminate the explosion hazard.

 54. The software-controlled equipment, protective systems and safety devices shall be designed by taking special account of the risks arising from faults in the software.

3.5. Protective Systems

 55. Where there are unforeseen changes in operating conditions and an emergency situation arises, protective systems shall ensure a safe manual shutdown of equipment operating in an automatic mode without reducing the safety.

 56. In order to prevent the explosion hazard the emergency shutdown systems shall ensure that accumulated energy is removed (dispersed) or isolated as quickly and as safely as possible, except for electrochemically-stored energy.

 57. The operation of a protective system shall be safe notwithstanding the operation of other equipment, also if power failure of the equipment and protective system may cause an additional hazard.

 58. Connections of the installations shall be fitted with suitable cables and conduit entries.

 59. If equipment and protective systems are intended for use in combination with other equipment and protective systems, the manufacturer shall ensure the safety of these interfaces.

 60. The necessary instructions shall accompany the protective systems, which are fitted with detection or alarm devices for monitoring the occurrence of a potentially explosive atmosphere in order to provide the installation and placement of these devices at appropriate places.

3.6. Supplementary Requirements for Design and Manufacture of Equipment

 61. Group I Category M1 equipment shall be:

 61.1. designed and manufactured so as to prevent the occurrence of the sources of ignition even if the equipment has some damage;

 61.2. designed and equipped with means of fail-safe protection in order to ensure the necessary level of protection, in the event of the failure of one means of protection (another means of protection independent thereof) or in the even of two faults occurring independently of each other.

 61.3. if necessary, fitted with additional protective systems that ensure the operation thereof in a potentially explosive atmosphere;

 61.4. retain the capacity to function in a potentially explosive atmosphere;

 61.5. designed and manufactured so as to prevent dust from penetrating equipment where penetrating of dust thereof is not permitted;

 61.6. designed and manufactured so that the surface temperature of equipment is kept clearly below the flash point of the foreseeable air and dust mixtures and the ignition of suspended dust is prevented; and

 61.7. designed and manufactured so that the parts of the equipment, which may be sources of ignition may be opened when the equipment is rendered non-active or the conditions for the opening are completely safe. If it is not possible to switch off equipment, the manufacturer shall affix a warning label to the part of the equipment that may be opened. If necessary, equipment shall be fitted with appropriate additional interlocking system

 62. Group I Category M2 equipment shall be:

 62.1. equipped with means of protection preventing the possibility of ignition of the equipment under normal as well as more complicated operating conditions, which arise due to misuse of the equipment or changing environmental conditions.

 62.2. fitted with means of protection that ensure automatic disconnection of the equipment from the source of power supply if a potentially explosive atmosphere has formed;

 62.3. designed and manufactured so that the parts of the equipment which may be sources of ignition may be opened when the equipment is rendered non-active or protected by the additional interlocking system. If it is not possible to switch off equipment, the manufacturer shall affix a relevant warning to the part of the equipment that may be opened; and 

 62.4. protected against the explosion hazard caused by the mixture of air and dust by complying with the requirements specified for the Category M1 equipment.

 63. Group II Category 1 equipment intended for use in a potentially explosive atmosphere caused by gases, vapours or mists shall be:

 63.1. protected against ignition, even if the equipment has some damage;

 63.2. designed and equipped by means of fail-safe protection in order to ensure the necessary level of protection in the event of failure of one of protective systems (the other protective system which is independent thereof provides protection) or in the event of two faults occurring simultaneously independently of one another;

 63.3. protected against the overheating of surfaces (exceeding the maximum temperature specified) even under the most unfavourable operating conditions;

 63.4. protected against the increase of temperature caused by heat release and chemical reactions;

 63.5. designed and manufactured so that the parts of the equipment, which may be sources of ignition may be opened when the equipment is rendered non-active or the conditions for the opening are completely safe. A relevant warning shall be affixed to the part of the equipment that may be opened. If necessary, equipment shall be fitted with appropriate additional interlocking system.

 64. Group II Category 1 equipment intended for use in a potentially explosive atmosphere caused by dust shall:

 64.1. be designed and manufactured so that the ignition of air and dust mixtures is not possible even if the equipment has some damage;

 64.2. be designed and equipped with means of fail-safe protection in order to ensure the necessary level of protection in the event of failure of one of the protective systems (the other protective system which is independent thereof provides protection) or in the event of two faults occurring simultaneously independently of each other;

 64.3. be designed and manufactured, if necessary, so as to ensure that the penetration of dust into the equipment or protective systems or escape therefrom occurs only through the places specifically designed for such purpose. This requirement applies also to cable entries and connecting pieces;

 64.4. ensure that the surface temperature of equipment parts is kept well below the foreseeable ignition temperature of air and dust mixtures, in order to prevent the ignition of the deposit dust; and

 64.5. in regard to safe opening of equipment parts, conform to the requirements specified in Sub-paragraph 63.5 of these Regulations.

 65. Group II Category 2 equipment intended for use in a potentially explosive atmosphere created by gases, vapours or mists shall be:

 65.1. designed and manufactured so as to prevent ignition sources arising, even in the event of frequent disturbances in the operation of the equipment;

 65.2. designed and manufactured so that the surface temperature thereof does not exceed the permissible limits even in situations of increased risk;

 65.3. designed so that opening of equipment parts thereof which may be sources of ignition is possible only when the equipment is rendered non-active or protected by an appropriate interlocking system. Where it is not possible to switch off equipment, the manufacturer must affix an appropriate warning to the part of the equipment that may be opened.

 66. Group II Category 2 equipment intended for use in a potentially explosive atmosphere caused by dust shall be designed and manufactured so as to prevent ignition of dust and air mixture when elementary damage occurs or there are frequent disturbances in the operation of the equipment, as well as in conformity with the requirements specified in Sub-paragraphs 64.3, 64.4 and 65.3 of these Regulations.

 67. Group II Category 3 equipment intended for use in a potentially explosive atmosphere created by gases, vapours or mists shall be:

 67.1. designed and manufactured so as during normal operation of equipment no foreseeable ignition sources form in the surrounding environment; and

 67.2. designed and manufactured so that the surface temperature thereof does not exceed the permissible limits under intended operating conditions. Higher temperatures in exceptional circumstances may be allowed only if the manufacturer adopts special additional protective measures.

 68. Group II Category 3 equipment intended for use in a potentially explosive atmosphere caused by dust shall be:

 68.1. designed and manufactured so that during normal operation of the equipment, the possible sources of ignition do not cause an ignition of mixtures of air and dust;

 68.2. designed and manufactured so that the surface temperature of equipment conforms with the requirements specified in Sub-paragraph 64.4 of these Regulations; and

 68.3. manufactured so that the particles of dust do not penetrate the equipment or protective systems through cable entries and connecting pieces, nor deposit there and  form explosive hazard concentrations.

3.7. Supplementary Requirements in Respect of Protective Systems

 69. The functional layout of protective systems shall ensure reduction of the effects of potential explosion to a sufficient level of safety.

 70. Protective systems shall be designed and located so that they halt incipient explosion preventing a dangerous chain reaction, flash or detonation.

 71. In the event of a power failure, protective systems shall retain their capacity to function for a period sufficient to avoid dangerous situations.

 72. Protective systems shall be protected against effects from the outside and may not lose their capacity to function under the influence of such effects.

 73. At the planning stage when selecting the materials to be utilised in the structures of protective systems, the impact of the maximum pressure and temperature shall be taken into consideration which may occur .as a result of an explosion caused by exceptional circumstances and the anticipated heating effect of the flame 

 74. Protective systems that are designed so that the equipment is capable of withstanding explosion pressure and the shock wave produced by explosion may not lose the capacity to function.

 75. Accessories connected to protective systems shall withstand the expected maximum explosion pressure without losing the capacity thereof to function.

 76. In the design of protective systems, the reactions caused by explosion pressure in peripheral equipment and connected pipes shall be taken into consideration.

 77. Explosion pressure-relief devices shall be designed so that the protective structural strength is not exceeded in protective systems and persons in the vicinity are not endangered.

 78. Explosion shock wave suppression systems shall be designed so that they are capable of reacting to the effects of an explosion by halting or muffling incipient explosion and ensure effective counteraction, taking into consideration the maximum rate (level) of pressure increase and maximum explosion pressure.

 79. Protective systems intended for a quick disconnection of specific equipment during incipient explosions shall be designed so that they are safe against the transmission of internal ignition and retain their mechanical strength in the performance of operating functions.

 80. Alarm signals warning of the necessity to discontinue the operation of equipment or to disconnect the parts of the equipment that are no longer capable of safe functioning shall be utilised in protective systems.

4. Conformity Assessment Procedures for Equipment and Protective Systems

 81. The manufacturer shall select the following conformity assessment procedures for equipment, protective systems and, if necessary, devices as well:

 81.1. for Group I, Category M1 and Group II, Category 1 equipment and independent protective systems – type examination in accordance with the requirements specified in Sub-chapter 4.2 of these Regulations, as well as one of the following procedures:

 81.1.1. manufacturing quality assurance in accordance with the requirements specified in Sub-chapter 4.4 of these Regulations;

 81.1.2. verification in accordance with the requirements specified in Sub-chapter 4.6 of these Regulations;

 81.2. for Group I, Category M2 and Group II, Category 2 electrical equipment and internal combustion engines – type examination in accordance with the requirements specified in Sub-chapter 4.2 of these Regulations, as well as one of the following procedures:

 81.2.1. type conformity declaration in accordance with the requirements specified in Sub-chapter 4.3 of these Regulations;

 81.2.2. equipment quality assurance in accordance with the requirements specified in Sub-chapter 4.5 of these Regulations;

 81.3. for Group I, Category M2 and Group II, Category 2 equipment, except electrical equipment and internal combustion engines – internal control of manufacture in accordance with the requirements specified in Sub-chapter 4.1 of these Regulations. The notified body shall approve the technical documentation of the equipment;

 81.4. for Group II, Category 3 equipment – internal control of manufacture in accordance with the requirements specified in Sub-chapter 4.1 of these Regulations; and

 81.5. for Groups I and II equipment and independent protective systems – unit verification in accordance with the requirements specified in Sub-chapter 4.7 of these Regulations.

[20 April 2004]

 82. The procedures referred to in Paragraph 81 of these Regulations shall also be utilised for conformity assessment of components, except use of CE marking.

 83. The manufacturer or the authorised body thereof shall draw up a declaration of conformity certifying the conformity of components with the requirements of these Regulations, statements regarding the characteristics of the components and explanations regarding how they must be built in (incorporated) into equipment or protective systems to facilitate conformity of finished equipment or protective systems with the essential requirements.

 84. In order to affix the CE marking and comply with the safety aspects referred to in Paragraph 36 of these Regulations, the manufacturer or an authorised representative thereof shall apply the procedure in conformity with the internal control of manufacture referred to in Sub-chapter 4.1 of these Regulations.

 85. The manufacturer or an authorised representative thereof shall draw up a declaration of conformity regarding the conformity of equipment, protective systems or devices with the requirements of these Regulations. The declaration of conformity shall provide the following information:

 85.1. the name and legal address of the manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof;

 85.2. description of equipment, protective system or device;

 85.3. activities carried out to verify the conformity of equipment, protective system or a device with the requirements of these Regulations;

 85.4. the name, identification number and address of the notified body, which has performed a type examination, as well as the number of the type examination certificate, if such certificate has been issued;

 85.5. a reference to the applicable standards if such standards have been utilised;

 85.6. a reference to other standards and technical specifications utilised, if such standards and technical specifications have been utilised;

 85.7. a reference to regulatory enactments the relevant requirements prescribed therein have been fulfilled, if such regulatory enactments have been utilised; and

 85.8. the name of the manufacturer or the given name, surname and position of the authorised representative which signs the declaration of conformity and is authorised to assume obligations.

[20 April 2004]

 86. The technical documentation of the equipment and protective systems placed on the internal market pertaining to the conformity assessment procedure shall be drawn up in the official language.

 87. The manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof may in accordance with the procedures prescribed by regulatory enactments dispute and appeal the decision of the notified body not to issue a certificate after the evaluation of conformity of the equipment or protective system.

[20 April 2004]

4.1. Internal Control of Manufacture

 88. Internal control of manufacture shall be a conformity assessment procedure in which the manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof ensures and declares the conformity of equipment with the requirements of these Regulations. The manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall draw up a declaration of conformity and mark the equipment with the CE marking.

 89. The following shall be included in the technical documentation:

 89.1. a general description of the equipment;

 89.2. general construction and manufacturing drawings;

 89.3. schemes of components, assemblies, units, connecting circuits and other necessary schemes;

 89.4. descriptions and explanations of the drawings, schemes and of the operation of equipment;

 89.5. a list of the standards applied in full or in part or, if the standards have not been applied, descriptions of the solutions adopted in order to meet the safety criteria specified in Chapter 3 of these Regulations;

 89.6. design calculations and the results of examinations; and

 89.7. test reports.

90. The manufacturer shall take all measures necessary to ensure the conformity of the equipment produced during the manufacturing process with the technical documentation and 

the requirements of these Regulations.

4.2. Type Examination

 91. Type examination is a conformity assessment procedure by which the notified body ascertains and attests that a specimen of the equipment or protective system conforms to the requirements of these Regulations.

[20 April 2004]

 92. In order to perform a type examination, the manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall choose a notified body and submit thereto a relevant application. The application shall be accompanied by the technical documentation specified in Paragraph 94 of these Regulations.

[20 April 2004]

 93. Upon the performance of the necessary test programme, the applicant shall place a specimen of the equipment or protective system to be examined at the disposal of the notified body in order to assess the type conformity. The notified body is entitled to request in addition from the manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof other equipment or protective systems of the relevant type.

[20 April 2004]

 94. The following shall be included in the technical documentation of equipment and protective systems:

 94.1. a general description of equipment or protective system;

 94.2. construction and manufacturing drawings;

 94.3. schemes of components, assemblies, units, connecting circuits, and other necessary schemes;

 94.4. descriptions and explanations of the drawings, schemes and of the operation of equipment or protective system;

 94.5. a list of standards applied in full or in part or, if the standards have not been applied, description of the solutions adopted in order to meet the essential safety requirements specified in Chapter 3 of these Regulations;

 94.6. design calculations and the results of examinations; and

 94.7. test reports.

 95. The notified body shall:

 95.1. examine the technical documentation and verify whether the equipment or protective system to be examined has been manufactured in conformity therewith, and identify which designed elements have been produced in conformity with the requirements of the applicable standards, and in respect of which designed elements the requirements of these standards have not been fulfilled;

 95.2. examine the conformity of the technical specification utilised by the manufacturer with the essential safety requirements specified in Chapter 3 of these Regulations, if the manufacturer has not utilised or has only utilised in part the applicable standards, or the relevant standards have not been developed;

 95.3. perform appropriate examinations and necessary tests in order to check whether the manufacturer has utilised the relevant applicable standards; and

 95.4. agree with the applicant regarding the place where the examinations and necessary tests shall be performed.

[20 April 2004]

 96. If the equipment or protective system conforms to the requirements of these Regulations, the notified body shall issue to the applicant a type examination certificate. The certificate shall contain the name and address of the manufacturer, conclusions of the examination performed and the necessary data for identification of the approved specimen.

[20 April 2004]

 97. The manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall append to a type examination certificate of equipment appropriate technical descriptions, diagrams and drawings that are necessary to identify the certified specimen.

 98. A copy of the type examination certificate of equipment or protective system, as well as a copy of the certification referred to in Paragraph 100 of these Regulations shall be kept by the notified body.

[20 April 2004]

 99. If the notified body due to substantiated reasons refuses to issue or withdraws the type examination certificate of equipment or protective system, it shall inform the manufacturer or the authorised representative of the manufacturer, the market supervision institution and other notified bodies by justifying the decision taken.

[20 April 2004]

 100. The manufacturer or an authorised representative thereof to which the notified body has issued a type examination certificate shall inform this institution regarding all modifications of the certified type which may have an effect on conformity with the essential safety requirements and receive additional approval from the notified body which has issued a type examination certificate. This additional certification shall be drawn up in the form of an addition to the type examination certificate.

[20 April 2004]

101. The notified body, which has performed the examination, shall hand over copies of type examination certificates and additions thereof, as well as present annexes of type examination certificates to other notified bodies upon request thereof.

[20 April 2004]

4.3. Declaration of Type Conformity 

 102. Declaration of type conformity of equipment is a procedure by which the manufacturer ensures and declares that the relevant equipment is in conformity with the type as described in the type examination certificate and the essential safety requirements referred to in Chapter 3 of these Regulations. The manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall draw up a declaration of conformity and mark the equipment with the CE marking.

 103. The manufacturer shall take all measures necessary to ensure that the manufacturing process, including examination and testing of the final product, assures homogeneity and conformity of the equipment with the certified type and with the requirements of these Regulations.

 104. The manufacturer shall carry out or ensure the performance of the explosion protection test to all equipment. A notified body chosen by the manufacturer shall monitor the performance of this test.

[20 April 2004]

 105. The manufacturer shall attach the identification number of the notified body to the CE marking of equipment during the manufacturing process.

 [20 April 2004]

4.4 Manufacturing Quality Assurance

 106. Manufacturing quality assurance is a procedure by which the manufacturer declares that the manufacturing quality system ensures the conformity of the equipment and protective systems with the type described in the type examination certificate and conforms with the requirements of these Regulations. The manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall draw up a declaration of conformity and mark the equipment and protective systems with the CE marking. The identification number of the notified body, which has performed the examination, shall accompany the CE marking.

[20 April 2004]

 107. In order to ensure the manufacturing quality, the manufacturer shall apply a system of manufacturing quality, the final examination and testing of the equipment, and such system shall be assessed, certified and supervised by the notified body.

[20 April 2004]

 108. In order to evaluate the manufacturing quality system, the manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall choose one authorised quality system assessment institution and submit thereto an application for the assessment of the manufacturing quality system of the relevant equipment and protective system.

 109. The application shall be accompanied by the documentation of the equipment and protective system to be evaluated which is related to the technical documentation referred to in Paragraph 94 of these Regulations and a copy of the type examination certificate.

 110. The quality system shall ensure conformity of equipment and protective systems manufactured in series with the type approved by the type examination certificate thereof and with the essential safety requirements specified in Chapter 3 of these Regulations.

 111. The manufacturer shall develop all elements, requirements and provisions of the quality system and document them in writing as quality system policies, procedures and instructions in a systematic and orderly manner.

 112. The basis of the quality system documentation shall be successive quality assurance programme, plans, rules of procedure, explanations of records and information regarding:

 112.1. objectives of the quality system and the organisational structure of the manufacturer, duties, powers and responsibilities of the management for the quality assurance of the equipment;

 112.2. manufacture, quality monitoring and quality assurance methods, processes and the activities to be performed regularly;

 112.3. examinations and tests which are performed before and after manufacturing, and the frequency of the performance thereof at the manufacturing stage;

 112.4. quality system records:

 112.4.1. trial and calibration results;

 112.4.2. reports regarding the examinations performed;

 112.4.3. the qualifications of the personnel; and

 112.5. the means of control in order to ensure the necessary quality of the equipment and protective systems and effective operation of the quality system.

 113. The notified body shall evaluate the quality system of the manufacturer and determine whether the system conforms to the requirements of Paragraphs 110, 111 and 112 of these Regulations and the applicable standards. The quality system shall be evaluated by the examination (auditing) team, which includes at least one member experienced as an assessor in the relevant manufacturing technology of the equipment or protective system.

[20 April 2004]

 114. Assessment procedure shall include an examination at the undertaking of the manufacturer. The notified body shall inform the manufacturer in writing regarding the examination results and the decision taken.

[20 April 2004]

 115. If the manufacturing quality assurance system conforms to the requirements referred to, the notified body shall issue a manufacturing quality certificate to the manufacturer. The manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall keep the certificate.

[20 April 2004]

 116. The manufacturer shall fulfil the requirements of the certified quality system, as well as ensure that the further operation thereof conforms to the conditions of manufacturing and is effective.

 117. The manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall inform the notified body, which has certified the quality system, regarding any updating or changes it has intended to introduce in the certified quality system.

[20 April 2004]

 118. The notified body shall examine and decide whether the changes intended by the manufacturer conform to the requirements of the previously approved quality system or whether re-assessment thereof is required. The notified body shall inform the manufacturer in writing regarding the examination results and the decision taken.

[20 April 2004]

 119. The notified body shall:

 119.1. perform regular examinations in order to monitor whether the manufacturer maintains and applies the quality system, and issue to the manufacturer reports regarding the results of the examinations (audits);

 119.2. be entitled to perform unexpected, previously not announced examinations at the manufacturer;

 119.3. if necessary, perform the testing of the equipment and protective systems or request the performance thereof in order to ascertain that the quality system functions properly;

 119.4. issue to the manufacturer examination reports and, if the testing has been performed, also test reports.

[20 April 2004]

 120. The manufacturer shall for a period ending at least 10 years after the last piece of equipment was manufactured, keep for use of the State supervision and control institutions: 

 120.1. the documentation referred to in Paragraph 112 of these Regulations.

 120.2. information regarding the updating or changes referred to in Paragraph 117 of these Regulations; and

 120.3. the decisions, conclusions and reports of the notified bodies, which are referred to in Paragraphs 118 and 119 of these Regulations.

[20 April 2004]

 121. The notified body has the duty to inform other notified bodies regarding the issued and withdrawn quality system certificates. 

[20 April 2004]

 122. The manufacturer has a duty to:

 122.1. provide the notified body with the possibility of freely entering all manufacturing, testing and storage premises when performing the inspections; and

 122.2. provide all necessary information on the quality system by handing over for examination at the disposal of the notified body the quality system documentation, the reports of examinations (audits) performed, test and calibration data and information regarding the qualifications of the personnel.

[20 April 2004]

4.5. Equipment Quality Assurance

 123. Equipment quality assurance is a procedure by which the manufacture declares that the relevant equipment conforms to the type described in the type examination certificate and with the requirements of these Regulations.

124. In order to assure the quality of the manufactured equipment, the manufacturer performs the final examination and test procedures thereof in accordance with a certified quality system the monitoring of which shall be performed by notified bodies.

[20 April 2004]

 125. In order to approve (certify) the conformity of the quality system of the equipment, the manufacturer shall choose a notified body and submit an application thereto. The application shall indicate:

 125.1. all relevant information provided for regarding the equipment;

 125.2. the technical documentation of the certified type and a copy of the examination certificate thereof; 

 125.3. information regarding the quality assurance of the equipment of the category to be evaluated.

[20 April 2004]

 126. In order to determine whether the equipment conforms to the requirements of these Regulations, each equipment shall be examined in conformity with the quality system or testing thereof shall be performed in conformity with the requirements of the applicable standards.

127. The manufacturer shall ( in the form of procedures, measures and instructions) systematically document the requirements of the applicable standards applied thereby.

 128. The documentation of the quality system shall consist of successive quality programme, plans, rules of procedure and explanations of the records. The documentation shall include descriptions regarding:

 128.1. objectives of the quality system and the organisational structure of the manufacturer, duties, powers and responsibilities of the management for the quality assurance of the equipment;

 128.2. examinations and tests the equipment is subject to after the manufacture thereof;

 128.3. the means for monitoring of efficiency of the quality system; 

 128.4. test and examination materials of the quality system, and certifications (certificates) regarding the qualifications of the personnel.

 129. The notified body shall evaluate the quality system developed by the manufacturer and determine whether it conforms to the requirements of applicable standards and those requirements referred to in Paragraphs 126, 127, and 128 of these Regulations. At least one member experienced as an assessor in the manufacturing technology of the relevant equipment shall be included in the examination (audit) team. The assessment procedure shall include an assessment examination at the undertaking of the manufacturer. The notified body shall inform the manufacturer in writing regarding the results of the examination and the decision taken.

[20 April 2004]

130. The manufacturer shall fulfil the requirements specified by the notified body related to the certified quality system, as well as ensure that the further operation thereof conforms to the conditions of manufacturing and is effective.

[20 April 2004]

 131. The manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall inform the notified body which has certified the quality system, regarding any changes which it intends to be introduced thereby in the certified quality system.

[20 April 2004]

 132. The notified body shall examine and decide whether the updating and/or changes intended by the manufacturer conform to the requirements of the previously certified quality system or whether a re-assessment thereof is required.

[20 April 2004]

 133. The notified body shall inform the manufacturer in writing regarding the results of the examination and the decision taken.

[20 April 2004]

 134. The manufacturer has a duty to:

 134.1. provide the notified body with the possibility to ascertain whether the manufacturer duly fulfils the duties related to the certified quality system;

 134.2. provide the notified body with the possibility, in the performance of the examinations, to enter freely the manufacturing, testing and storage premises; and 

 134.3. provide for the notified body all necessary information regarding the quality system by handing over for examination the quality system documentation, reports of examinations (audits) performed, test and calibration data and information on the qualifications of the personnel.

[20 April 2004]

 135. In order to ascertain that the manufacturer maintains and applies the quality system, the notified body shall perform regular examinations and issue reports regarding the results of such examinations to the manufacturer.

[20 April 2004]

 136. The notified body shall:

 136.1. perform regular examinations in order to monitor whether the manufacturer maintains and applies the quality system, and issue to the manufacturer reports regarding the results of these examinations;

 136.2. be entitled to perform unexpected, previously not announced examinations at the manufacturer;

 136.3. if necessary, perform the testing of the equipment or request the testing thereof in order to ascertain that the quality system functions properly; and

 136.4. issue to the manufacturer examination reports and, if the testing has been performed, also test reports.

[20 April 2004]

 137. The manufacturer shall for a period ending at least 10 years after the last piece of equipment was manufactured, keep for use of the State supervision and control institutions: 

 137.1. documentation referred to in Sub-paragraph 125.2 of these Regulations;

 137.2. updating or changes referred to in Paragraph 131 of these Regulations;

 137.3. decisions, conclusions and reports of the notified body referred to in Paragraphs 135 and 136 of these Regulations.

[20 April 2004]

 138. The notified body has the duty to inform other notified bodies regarding the issued and withdrawn quality system certificates. 

[20 April 2004]

4.6. Verification

 139. Verification is a procedure by which the notified body examines and approves (certifies) the conformity of the equipment and protective systems with the requirements of these Regulations. It only applies to the manufacturing stage of the equipment and protective systems, and it is applicable only together with the type examination.

[20 April 2004]

 140. The manufacturer shall take the necessary measures in order to guarantee conformity of the equipment and safety systems with the type as described in the type examination certificate and with the essential safety requirements referred to in Chapter 3 of these Regulations during the manufacturing process. The manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall draw up a declaration of conformity and mark the equipment with the CE marking.

141. The notified body shall perform appropriate examinations and tests by examining and testing each piece of equipment, protective system and device in conformity with the requirements of Paragraph 143 of these Regulations

[20 April 2004]

142. The manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall keep a copy of the declaration of conformity for a period ending at least 10 years after the last piece of equipment or protective system was manufactured.

 143. The manufacturer shall examine separate piece of equipment or protective system and perform testing in accordance with the requirements of the applicable standards or perform appropriate tests which are required in order to determine whether the equipment or protective system conforms with the type as described in the type examination certificate and the essential requirements referred to in Chapter 3 of these Regulations. 

144. The notified body shall mark each of the examined equipment with its identification number and issue a certificate of conformity for the equipment or protective system.

[20 April 2004]

 145. The manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall present the certificates of conformity issued by the notified body to the State supervisory and control institutions upon the request thereof.

[20 April 2004]

4.7. Unit Verification

 146. Unit verification applies to the design and manufacturing stage of the equipment and protective systems, and it shall be utilised for the manufacture of separate, individual units of the equipment and protective systems or for the manufacture of small batches. The manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof shall draw up a declaration of conformity and mark the equipment and protective system with the CE marking.

147. The notified body shall examine the individual units of the equipment or protective system and test them in conformity with the requirements of the applicable standards or carry out appropriate tests necessary in order to determine and conform that the technical solutions applied by the manufacturer conform to the requirements of these Regulations. The notified body shall affix, or cause to be affixed, its identification number to the CE marking of the equipment or protective system, and shall issue a certificate of conformity for an individual unit.

[20 April 2004]

148. The following shall be included in the technical documentation:

 148.1. a general description of the equipment and protective system;

 148.2. conceptual construction and manufacturing drawings;

 148.3. schemes of components, assemblies, units, connecting circuits, and other necessary schemes;

 148.4. descriptions and explanations of the drawings, schemes and of the operation of equipment;

 148.5. a list of standards applied in full or in part or a description of the solutions applied in order to fulfil the essential safety requirements specified in Chapter 3 of these Regulations;

 148.6. design calculations and the results of examinations; and

 148.7. test reports.

5. Marking of Equipment and Protective Systems

 149. The manufacturer shall mark each piece of the equipment and protective system, indicating at least the following information:

 149.1. the name (first name, surname) and address of the manufacturer;

 149.2. CE marking (Annex 1);

 149.3. designation of series or type;

 149.4. serial number, where appropriate;

 149.5. the year of manufacture;

 149.6. a special sign regarding the protection against explosion – Ex marking (Annex 2);

 149.7. the symbol of the group and category of the equipment;

 149.8. the letter “G” for Group II equipment, where the potentially explosive atmosphere is caused by gases, vapour, mist, and/or the letter “D” where the potentially explosive atmosphere is caused by dust; and

 149.9. if necessary, information regarding safe use of equipment or protective system.

 150. The marking shall be clearly visible, legible and indelible prior to the utilisation of the equipment or protective system and during the utilisation thereof.

 151. If other regulatory enactments also prescribe the safety requirements for the equipment or protective systems, the manufacturer shall mark each piece of equipment or protective system with the CE marking, confirming that the requirements of all relevant regulatory enactments have been complied with.

152. The identification number of the notified body, which performs conformity assessment of equipment or protective system at the manufacturing stage, shall accompany the CE marking.

[20 April 2004]

153. Such marking as may be confused with the CE marking may not be placed on the equipment or protective system, on the packaging or accompanying documents thereof.

154. The size of the CE marking may be proportionately enlarged or reduced.

155. Both components of the CE marking must have the same vertical size, and it may not be less than five millimetres (the minimum dimension may be waived when marking small-scale equipment, protective systems or devices).

6. Market Supervision

156. The market supervision of equipment and protective systems shall be performed by the Consumer Rights Protection Centre (at the places of trade and provision of services), the State Labour Inspectorate (at workplaces) and the State Energy Inspectorate (at the places of trade and provision of services and at workplaces).

157. The manufacturer of equipment and protective systems or the authorised representative thereof shall keep the technical documentation and a declaration of conformity so that it is available to the market supervision institution for a period ending at least 10 years after the last piece of equipment or protective system was manufactured. If neither the manufacturer nor the authorised representative thereof is specified, the person placing the equipment or protective system on the internal market shall be responsible for the technical documentation.

158. If the market supervision institution determines that the equipment or protective system does not conform with the requirements of these Regulations and the manufacturer fails to rectify the non-conformity, the market supervision institution shall perform all the measures specified by the relevant regulatory enactments in order to prevent the placing on the internal market of the equipment or protective systems.

159. Offering and advertising of equipment, protective systems or devices which are not in conformity with the requirements of these Regulations, in fairs, exhibitions and similar events shall be permissible, if the equipment, protective systems or devices are accompanied by a clearly visible indication stating that the purchase or utilisation thereof is prohibited before the manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof has not ensured conformity of the equipment and protective systems with the requirements of these Regulations.

160. If the market supervision institution discovers that the equipment and/or protective system bearing the CE marking is used correctly for the intended purposes and still presents a threat to the interests of the public, human health, life or the environment, the placing on the market thereof shall be suspended and use thereof shall be prohibited. The relevant information shall be sent to the manufacturer or importer of equipment or protective system.

160.1 The market supervision institution shall perform the following measures:


160.1.1. if there is cause to have doubts regarding the conformity of equipment, protective systems or devices to essential requirements or applicable standard requirements, in respect of the correctness of the use of standards or the sufficiency of the standard, it shall organise a sample assessment of the equipment, protective systems or devices and shall provide an opinion regarding the conformity of the equipment, protective systems or devices to essential requirements attaching thereto the results of the assessment; and


160.1.2. it shall notify the Ministry of Economics regarding the determination of non-conformity of the equipment, protective systems or devices and the administrative measures performed if there are determined cases, which may be considered to be systematically observed errors in the equipment, protective systems or devices design, construction or manufacture. The notification shall have attached the documents referred to in Sub-paragraph 160.1.1 and the evaluation of the consequences caused by the non-conformity. 

[20 April 2004]

160.2 The Ministry of Economics shall notify the European Commission regarding the determination of non-conforming cases and the measures performed.

[20 April 2004]
161. Equipment, protective systems or devices, which in accordance with entered into international agreements and the procedures specified therein, which are recognised in the states of the European Union and the European Economic Area, shall be recognised in Latvia.

[20 April 2004]
162. If the manufacturer or the authorised representative thereof has not been registered in Latvia in accordance with the procedures prescribed, the importer of the equipment or protective system shall be liable for conformity with these Regulations. 

7. Closing Provisions

 163. Cabinet Regulation No.172 of 9 May 2000 Regulations Regarding the Safety of Equipment and Protective Systems Used in a Potentially Explosive Atmosphere (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2000, No. 171/172) is repealed.

164. These Regulations come into force on 1 August 2003.

Informative Reference to European Union Directives

 
These Regulations contain legal norms arising from Directive 9/94/EC.
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Annex 1

 Cabinet Regulation No. 336

 25 June 2003

CE Marking

The CE marking consists of the capital letters "CE". The sample of the marking is as follows:
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 Annex 2

 Cabinet Regulation No. 336

 25 June 2003

Ex marking

Ex marking consists of a capital letter “E” and the lower case letter “x” placed in an equilateral hexagon. The sample of the marking with the recommended dimensions is as follows:
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