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1. This Regulation prescribes the procedures for establishing and maintaining of bathing sites, the safety requirements for bathing sites, as well as the procedures, by which informative signs regarding bathing sites shall be placed. 
 

2. The natural person or legal person, on the property or in the possession of which is the relevant bathing site, or, if the bathing site is located on local government land and is under the management thereof – the relevant local government (hereinafter – the owner of the bathing site) shall be responsible for the establishing, maintaining of the bathing site and observance of safety requirements in accordance with the requirements of this Regulation. 

 

3. It is prohibited to establish a bathing site and it shall not be located :
3.1. at a wastewater inflow site or in its immediate vicinity (a distance, that is less than the distance necessary for complete mixing of the water);
3.2. in the territory of a port or industrial undertaking; and
3.3. at a site, which has unfavourable hydrological conditions for a bathing site (for example, whirlpools, drastic changes in the water level) or an unstable bed.
 

4. The owner of a bathing site can set up functional sectors (for example, a sunbathing area, sports area, a children’s sector with a playground for pre-school age children, a nudist area).
 

5. In order to ensure the safety of a bathing site, the owner of the bathing site shall undertake the following at the bathing site during the bathing season: 
5.1. establish footpaths and carry out reasonable adaptations, in order that pedestrians and persons with functional disorders may have access to the bathing site;
5.2. demarcate the bathing site with buoys, tapes or other materials that float;
5.3. where possible, establish a bathing area at the bathing site for children up to 10 years of age. The bed of the area meant for children shall be selected or developed with a slight gradient and a maximum depth, which does not exceed 70 cm;
5.4. ensure a safe basal terrain for the water body and protection against dangerous geological processes (for example, landsliding, slipping of the shoreline); and
5.5. taking into account the load of the bathing site, evaluate the necessity to ensure the provision of a rescue service.
 

6. During the bathing season the owner of a bathing site shall place an information stand, which shall indicate:
6.1. the name of the bathing site;
6.2. the location of the definite bathing site in the relevant local government territory, the borders of the bathing site and the conditions for use thereof (including the layout of the functional sectors and location of the rescue service, if such has been established);
6.3. information in conformity with the requirements, which have been prescribed in the regulatory enactments regarding the monitoring of bathing sites, ensuring of quality and the provision of information to the public;
6.4. information regarding the hydrological characteristics of the bathing site (for example, whirlpools, changes in the water level) and the morphological characteristics of the bed (for example, bed stability, a safe basal terrain of the water site);
6.5. information regarding the maximum depth of the bathing site;
6.6. instructions regarding the performance of first aid in the event of a drowning, if the bathing site has not been provided with a rescue service; and
6.7. the contact information of the manager of the bathing site, and the telephone numbers to call in case of an accident. 

 

7. At a bathing site vessels shall be used in accordance with the requirements, which have been specified in the regulatory enactments regarding traffic of vessels in inland waters. 

 

8. Fulfilment of this Regulation (excluding Paragraph 7 of this Regulation) shall be supervised by the Health Inspectorate. 

 

9. Cabinet Regulation No. 300 of 11 August 1998, Regulation regarding the Arrangement and Hygiene of Bathing Sites (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1998, No. 235/236; 2003, No. 167; 2006, No. 109) ir repealed.
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