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Republic of Latvia
Cabinet

Regulation No. 348
Adopted 7 October 1997
Regulations for Licensing of Certain Types of Entrepreneurial Activities
Issued pursuant to Section 32
of the Law on Entrepreneurial Activities
I. General Provisions
1. These Regulations specify the types of entrepreneurial activities for the performance of which restrictions on entrepreneurial activities are prescribed and a special permit (licence) is required for legal persons and also determine procedures for the issuance of such permits.
2. Restrictions on entrepreneurial activities, by determining the types of entrepreneurial activities for the performance of which a special permit (licence) is required, shall be admissible:
2.1. if such are provided for in international treaties, conventions or other international legal norms binding on Latvia;
2.2. if such is necessary for the protection of the interests of the State or local governments; and
2.3. if such is necessary for the safety and protection of the society and interests of such.
II. Institutions that Issue Special Permits (Licences)
3. The Bank of Latvia shall issue special permits (licences):
3.1. for bank operations;
3.2. for the purchase and sale of foreign currency in cash; and
3.3. for the collection of cash.
4.  Only such credit institutions as are specified by a special permit (licence) issued by the Bank of Latvia shall be permitted to announce and to accept all types of monetary investments (deposits, loans, fund management by other types of agreements). Special permits (licences) shall be issued in accordance with the Credit Institution Law and the Law On the Bank of Latvia.
5. Local governments shall issue special permits (licences) for the following:
5.1. the services of shooting-ranges and shooting-galleries (after receipt of a relevant permit from a State Police department);
5.2. cremation activities; and
5.3. commercial carriage of passengers within the territory of the relevant local government.
6. The Ministry of Finance and the State institutions subject to the control and supervision of such, as determined by regulatory enactments, shall issue special permits (licences) for the following:
6.1. performance of insurance operations;
6.2. performance of intermediary services by insurance broker companies;
6.3. trade (acquisition and sale), manufacture (treatment and processing), and provision of services (manufacturing, treatment, processing, commission trade) regarding precious metals, precious stones and articles thereof, as well as acceptance and storage of precious metals, precious stones and articles thereof as pledged objects;
6.4. organisation and maintenance of lotteries and gambling;
6.5. operations of investment companies;
6.6. operations in the securities market:
6.6.1. by broker companies (for intermediary transactions with securities and holding of securities accounts);
6.6.2. by banks (for intermediary transactions with securities and maintenance of securities accounts); and
6.6.3. by stock exchanges;
6.7. production and sale of tobacco products, importation for free circulation and wholesale trade;
6.8. production, import, wholesale trade and retail trade of alcohol;
6.9. importation of petroleum products (fuel) for free circulation, wholesale trade, retail trade, importation for the production of other products (except petroleum products (fuel)) without the right to sell the imported petroleum products (fuel) to other persons, and for production;
6.10. reimbursement of the value added tax to foreign natural persons for goods purchased in Latvia which are being taken out of Latvia; and
6.11. production of industrial alcohol.
[19 May 1998; 6 October 1998; 29 December 1998; 15 June 1999; 29 August 2000; 2 January 2001]
7. The Ministry of Welfare and the State institutions subject to the control and supervision of such, as determined by regulatory enactments, shall issue special permits (licences) for the following:
7.1. opening (operation) of pharmacies;
7.2. opening (operation) of drug wholesalers;
7.3. opening (operation) of drug production undertakings;
7.4. handling of narcotic drugs by pharmacies;
7.5. handling of narcotic and psychotropic drugs or psychotropic drugs by drug wholesalers;
7.6. production of narcotic and psychotropic drugs or psychotropic drugs (pursuant the receipt of a relevant permit from a State Police department);
7.7. training of employees regarding labour protection, retraining and raising of qualification of labour protection specialists;
7.8. design, construction, assembly, repair, technical maintenance and modernising of dangerous equipment;
7.9. blasting, pyrotechnical work, production or storage of explosives, objects and products (ADR Class 1) used in blasting or pyrotechnical work, except in cases referred to in Sub-paragraph 8.2 of these Regulations (pursuant the receipt of a relevant permit from a State Police department);
7.10. [29 December 1998]
7.11. storage, sale and use of dangerous preparations;
7.12. job placement (except job placement of seamen on ships); and
7.13. handling of radioactive substances and other sources of ionising radiation in medicine.
[29 December 1998]

8. The Ministry of Defence shall issue special permits (licences) for the following:
8.1. import, export and transit through the territory of Latvia of weapons, ammunition, military hardware, explosives and components thereof (of armaments), as well as manufacture and sale thereof for the needs of the Ministry of Defence at the undertakings determined by it; and
8.2. blasting work, and storage facilities of explosives, pyrotechnical substances, explosive and pyrotehnical devices at State institutions subject to the control and supervision of the Ministry of Defence and at the undertakings overseen by it.
9. Armaments produced in undertakings licensed by the Ministry of Defence may be sold only to such undertakings (companies) as have obtained a special permit (licence) in compliance with Sub-paragraph 10.3 of these Regulations.
10. The Ministry of the Interior shall issue special permits (licences) for the following:
10.1. detective work;
10.2. security work;
10.3. import, export, manufacture, sale and repair of weapons for hunting, sport, self-defence (including firearms, non-firearm weapons and air guns), ammunition, explosives and special means – gas pistols (revolvers), cartridges thereof, gas cylinders charged with noxious substances, and electric shock devices (except the repair of gas pistol (revolver) and gas cylinders charged with noxious substances); and
10.4. import, export and sale of pyrotechnical substances and devices.
11. The Ministry of Transport and State institutions subject to the control and supervision of such, as determined by regulatory enactments, shall issue special permits (licences) for the following:
11.1. carriage of passengers and freight by rail;
11.2. transport by air;
11.3. special aviation work;
11.4. commercial carriage of passengers within the territory of Latvia and international commercial carriage of passangers by bus;
11.5. commercial carriage of freight within the territory of Latvia and international commercial carriage of freight by truck;
11.6. [18 May 1999]
11.7. retail trade of mechanical means of transportation, units and trailers of such bearing an identification number;
11.8. carriage of freight and passengers by sea transport;
11.9. performance of underwater work related to port and ship operation;
11.10. postal services;
11.11. intermediary services regarding job placement of seamen on ships; and
11.12. wireless communication services.
[2 March 1999; 18 May 1999]
12. The Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development, and State institutions subject to control and supervision of such, as determined by regulatory enactments, shall issue special permits (licences) for the following:
12.1. entrepreneurial activity in construction (management, design, consulting and the performance of construction);
12.2. activities (including export and import) with radioactive substances and other sources of ionising radiation;
12.3. reception and recycling of ship waste in ports; and
12.4. elimination of the consequences of pollution in aquatoria.
12.5. [9 March 1999]
[16 December 1997; 9 March 1999]
13. The Ministry of Agriculture and State institutions subject to the control and supervision of such, as determined by regulatory enactments, shall issue special permits (licences) for the following:
13.1. import and export of cereals;
13.2. activity with veterinary pharmaceuticals;
13.3. trade of plant protection products;
13.4. fishery (in inland waters, the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga, the coastal zone of the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga, and in international waters and waters of other states outside the Baltic Sea), and aquaculture;
13.5. importation (import) of sugar, including importation for processing in accordance with the approved assortment (Annex 1); and
13.6. forest management activities.
[3 March 1998; 21 March 2000; 20 February 2001]
14. The State Land Service shall issue special permits (licences) for the following:
14.1. geodesic, topographic, land survey and land management work;
14.2. photogrammetric and cartographic work; and
14.3. assessment and evaluation of immovable property.
15. The Ministry of Economics and State institutions subject to the control and supervision of such, as determined by regulatory enactments, shall issue special permits (licences) for the following:
15.1. performance of intermediary transactions with privatisation certificates (for joint investment companies, investment consultation undertakings, commercial intermediaries, banks which open and service certificate accounts of legal persons);
15.2. purchase of waste of ferrous and non-ferrous metals in Latvia, and the export of such;
15.3. activities with 1st and 2nd category precursors; and
15.4. supply with heating, electricity, natural gas and liquefied gas if the entrepreneurial activity is performed within the scope covered by the Energy Law.
[8 December 1998]
16. The Ministry of Education and Science shall issue special permits (licences) for the opening (operation) of educational institutions.
16.1 The National Radio and Television Board of Advisors shall issue special permits (licences) for activities in the field of electronic mass media:
16.1 1. broadcasting permits:
16.1 1.1. for broadcasting of commercial (local, regional, Riga regional, national or cross-border) radio programmes;
16.1 1.2. for broadcasting of commercial (local, regional, Riga regional, national or cross-border) television programmes;
16.1 1.3. for broadcasting of public (Riga regional or national) radio programmes;
16.1 1.4. for broadcasting of national public television programmes; and
16.1 1.5. for broadcasting of cable television and cable radio (radio transmission) programmes;
16.1 2. retransmission permits; and
16.1 3. permits for cable television and cable radio (radio transmission) activities.
[16 May 2000]
17. The Electrotechnical Commission of Latvia shall issue special permits (licences) for the design, construction, assembly and testing of electric equipment.
18. The export, import and transit of goods, products, services and technologies of strategic significance may be performed only with a special permit (licence) issued by an authorised representative of the Export and Import of Strategic Significance Control Commission in accordance with regulatory enactments.
III. Procedures for Issuing Special Permits (Licences)
19. The institutions referred to in Chapter II of these Regulations shall form, unless otherwise prescribed by law and these Regulations, a licensing commission (hereinafter – issuing authority) consisting of at least five persons and including qualified specialists of the relevant sectors, and shall determine the criteria and procedures for the issuance of special permits (licences) in accordance with regulatory enactments. Authorities for issuing special import permits (licences) need not be established if separate procedures for the issuance of special import permits (licences) are approved.
[3 March 1998]
20. Special permits (licenses) shall be issued for a time period not less than a year and not more than five years, or in accordance with legal enactments if specified otherwise therein. A special permit (licence) may be issued for the performance of one transaction.
21. A sample application form for a special permit (licence) shall be drawn up by the issuing authority. The application form for a licence shall be drawn up and filled in as per the appended sample.
22. The list of all documents to be submitted for the acquisition of a special permit (licence) in accordance with the relevant legal enactments shall be indicated on the application form. The issuing authority is not entitled to additionally request other documents.
23. The requester shall submit the application for a special permit (licence) and the relevant documents only to the relevant issuing authority referred to in these Regulations.
24. If the information indicated in the submitted documents is incomplete or inaccurate, the issuing authority is entitled to request additional information.
25. The issuing authority shall issue a special permit (licence) or a substantiated written refusal for the performance of the relevant entrepreneurial activity not later than 30 days from the day of receipt of the application for a special permit (licence). A refusal may be appealed in court.
26. If the submitted documents do not provide sufficient information for an objective decision of the question, the issuing authority shall postpone examination of the question and notify the submitter of the application thereof. The question shall be examined after the necessary information or documents have been received.
27. The issuing authority shall guarantee security of the confidential information requested and received. Confidential information, the disclosure of which might harm the commercial interests of particular undertakings, shall not be requested of performers of entrepreneurial activity.
28. A special permit (licence) shall be issued as well as re-registered after the recipient of such has paid the State fee specified in law or in Cabinet regulations. State fees received for the issuance of special permits (licences) shall be included in the State budget. If a special permit (licence) is issued by a local government, the State fee shall be included in the budget of the local government.
29. The authority that has issued a special permit (licence) is entitled to annul it if it is established that the information provided is false, or the recipient of the special permit (licence) has violated regulatory enactments as well as the conditions set out in the special permit (licence). A decision on annulment of a special permit (licence) may be appealed in court.
30. The authority that has issued a special permit (licence) is entitled to re-register it:
30.1. extending the term of validity of the special permit (licence) for a time period not exceeding five years; and
30.2. checking whether the activity of the recipient of the special permit (licence) complies with the conditions of issuance and validity of the special permit (licence)
[16 May 2000]
31. The recipient of a special permit (licence) shall be liable for utilisation of such. The recipient of a special permit (licence) is not entitled to transfer the licence to other persons.
32. Persons shall be held liable, in accordance with regulatory enactments, for commencement of entrepreneurial activities without a special permit (licence) if regulatory enactments specify that such is necessary, as well as for continuation of entrepreneurial activities after withdrawal, annulment or expiration of the term of validity of the special permit (licence).
33. If a special permit (licence) has been lost, the issuing authority shall issue, upon receipt of a written request, a duplicate of the special permit (licence) on which the word “Dublikāts” [Duplicate] shall be entered.
34. When issuing the special permit (licence) for the import of goods or services, the provisions of Chapter Four of these Regulations shall be additionally complied with.
IV. Procedures for Issuing Special Permits (Licences) for Import
35. Licensing of import is defined as an administrative procedure applied in the operation of the import licensing regimen by requesting submission of an application or other documents (except such documents as are requested for customs needs) to the relevant authority as a prerequisite for importation into the customs territory of Latvia.
35.1 Information regarding utilisation of a special permit (licence) for the import of sugar and export of compensatory goods from Latvia shall be submitted to the Rural Support Service of the Ministry of Agriculture by:
35.1 1. undertakings (companies) that have received a special permit (licence) for the import of sugar – each quarter within ten days after the end of the quarter, regarding the utilisation of the special permit (licence) for the import of sugar (Annex 2); and
35.1 2. the Central Customs Board of the State Revenue Service - each quarter within ten days after the end of the quarter, indicating (separately for each undertaking (company)) the quantity of sugar imported for processing and the quantity of exported sugar as compensatory goods.
[3 March 1998, 21 March 2000]
35.2 If a special permit (licence) of an undertaking (company) for the import of sugar has been annulled, the relevant undertaking (company) shall not have the right to submit within one year an application for the receipt of a special permit (licence) for the import of sugar.
[3 March 1998]
36. Questions on the issuance of a special permit (licence) for import shall be examined not later than within ten working days from receipt of an application.
37. Licensing of imports may not be applied in order to set quantitative restrictions.
38. Licensing of imports shall be applied as long as the circumstances for application of such exist and as long as the administrative goals of such cannot be achieved by other means.
39. Licensing of the import of goods, products and services of strategic significance and dual use shall be performed in accordance with the general exceptions related to State security as provided for in Articles XX and XXI of the GATT 1994. Such procedures shall be determined by the Cabinet Regulations regarding procedures for the export, import and transit of goods, products, services and technologies of strategic significance.
V. Closing Provisions
40. Special permits (licences) issued to natural persons shall be valid until the expiry date indicated therein, but not later than 31 December 2002.
41. The following are repealed:
41.1. Cabinet Regulation No. 434 of 19 November 1996, Regulations Regarding Licensing of Certain Types of Entrepreneurial Activities (Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of Latvia], 1996, Nos. 199/200, 228/229/230; 1997, Nos. 79, 138);
41.2. Cabinet Regulation No. 470 of 24 December 1996, Amendments to Cabinet Regulation No. 434 of 19 November 1996, Regulations Regarding Licensing of Certain Types of Entrepreneurial Activity (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1996, No. 228/229/230);
41.3. Cabinet Regulation No. 104 of 18 March 1997, Amendment to Cabinet Regulation No. 434 of 19 November 1996, Regulations Regarding Licensing of Certain Types of Entrepreneurial Activity (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1997, No. 79); and
41.4. Cabinet Regulation No. 204 of 3 June 1997, Amendments to Cabinet Regulation No. 434 of 19 November 1996, Regulations Regarding Licensing of Certain Types of Entrepreneurial Activity (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1997, No. 138).
41.1 Sub-paragraph 6.10 of these Regulations shall come into force on 1 July 1999.
[29 December 1998]
42. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 1998.
Prime Minister
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A.Sausnītis
Transitional Provisions Regarding Amendments
to Regulations for LicensingLicensing of Certain types of Entrepreneurial Activities
Transitional Provision
(regarding amending Regulation of 3 March 1998)
The following are repealed:
Cabinet Decision No. 61 of 7 June 1994, On Procedures for Issuing Special Permits (Licences) for the Wholesale and Import of Sugar (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1994, No. 73; 1995, Nos. 51 and 175; 1997, No. 68);
Cabinet Regulation No. 83 of 4 March 1997, Amendments to Cabinet Decision No. 61, On Procedures for Issuing Special Licences for the Wholesale and Import of Sugar (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1997, No. 68); and
Cabinet Regulation No. 145 of 19 July 1994, On Procedures for Declaring the Quantity of Sugar on the Wholesale Market (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1994, No. 91).

Transitional Provision
(regarding amending Regulation of 9 March 1999)
The following are repealed:
Cabinet Regulation No. 350 of 14 November 1995, Regulations on Licensing International Tourism Activities in the Republic of Latvia (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1995, No. 184; 1996, No. 177; 1997, Nos. 194/5 and 334/335);
Cabinet Regulation No. 266 of 29 July 1997, Amendment to Cabinet Regulation No. 350 of 14 November 1995, Regulations on Licensing International Tourism Activities in the Republic of Latvia (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1997, Nos. 194/195 and 334/335);
Cabinet Regulation No. 424 of 16 December 1997, Amendment to Cabinet Regulation No. 348 of 7 October 1997, Regulations on Licensing Particular types of Undertakings (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1997, No. 334/335); and
Cabinet Regulation No. 425 of 16 December 1997, Amendment to Cabinet Regulation No. 350, Regulations on Licensing International Tourism Activities in the Republic of Latvia (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1997, No. 334/335).

Transitional Provision
(regarding amending Regulation of 15 June 1999)
The following is repealed:
Cabinet Regulation No. 186 of 19 May 1998, Amendment to Cabinet Regulation No. 348 of 7 October 1997, Regulations on Licensing Particular Types of Undertakings (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1998, No. 147/149).

Annex 1
Cabinet Regulation No. 348
7 October 1997
Assortment of Imported Sugar Subject to Licensing
	Commodity code
	Name of goods

	
	Chapter 17

	
	Sugar and sugar confectionery
Cane or beet sugar and chemically pure sucrose in solid form:


	1701
	

	
	

	
	Raw sugar not containing added flavouring or colouring matter:


	1701 11
	-- cane sugar:

	1701 11 10 0
	--- for refining

	1701 11 10 1
	---- raw cane sugar

	1701 11 10 9
	---- other

	
	

	1701 11 90 0
	--- other:

	1701 11 90 1
	---- raw cane sugar

	1701 11 90 9
	---- other

	1701 12
	-- beet sugar:

	1701 12 10 0
	--- for refining

	1701 12 90 0
	--- other:

	1701 12 90 1
	---- raw beet sugar

	1701 12 90 9
	---- other

	
	--- other:

	1701 91 00 0
	-- containing added flavouring or colouring matter

	1701 99
	-- other:

	1701 99 10 0
	--- white sugar

	1701 99 90 0
	--- other:

	1701 99 90 1
	---- other raw sugars

	1701 99 90 9
	---- other:


[3 March 1998; 21 March 2000]
Minister for Economics 
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Annex 2
Cabinet Regulation No. 348

7 October 1997
Information Regarding Utilisation of a Special Permit (Licence) for the Import of Sugar
Submitter_______________________________________________________________
(undertaking (company))
Legal address______________________________ telephone number _______________
Licence No. __________________ term of validity_________________________
Storage location of sugar 
_________________________________________________




_________________________________________________

Sugar assortment and quantity (in tons)

	Type of production
(white sugar, raw sugar)
	Imported in 199__,
quarter__
	Imported since start of utilisation of the licence ___
– total

	
	
	


_______________________________

___________________________________

(position of the person completing the form)
(signature and full name)
Date_____________________________

Place for seal
Recipient of information
_______________________________

___________________________________


(Ministry, position)



(signature and full name)
Registration No. _____________________
Date_______________________
[3 March 1998]

Minister for Economics
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