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Republic of Latvia 

Cabinet 

Regulation No.35
Adopted 25 January 2000
Procedures for Application of a Customs Pre-clearance Document and for Temporary Storage of Goods

Issued Pursuant to Section 122, Paragraph three and 

Section 123, Paragraph three of the Customs Law

I.
General Provisions

1. These Regulations determine the territory or the area in which, after goods have been declared at customs, temporary storage of such goods (hereinafter – temporary storage location) is permitted, as well as determine the procedures for the application of the customs pre-clearance document and for the temporary storage of goods.

2. Temporary storage is a component of customs pre-clearance operations during which goods, which have been declared at customs, are stored under customs control in a temporary storage location, and operations permitted by the Customs Law and these Regulations are carried out in order to prepare the goods and necessary documents for the application of a specific customs procedure.

3. All goods imported into a customs territory, with the exception of those which are imported by utilising pipeline transport, or which are imported by natural persons if they are not performing the functions of a customs broker, shall be declared at customs – delivered to a customs authority, a customs warehouse or another location specified by a customs authority, and a customs pre-clearance document shall be submitted to a customs authority.

4. The possessor of the goods shall choose whether it is necessary to store the goods temporarily.

5. Temporary storage shall not be applied to goods imported into a free zone.s
II.
Declaring Goods
6. After the import of goods into a customs territory, they, depending on the type of transport used, shall be declared at customs and at the Sanitary Border Inspection (freight subject to veterinary, plant health and hygiene control determined by the Cabinet) at one of the following customs authorities:

6.1. at a  port, if the goods are transported by sea;

6.2. at an airport, if the goods are transported by air;

6.3. at a border control point, if the goods are transported by road; and

6.4. at a railway goods destination - origin station, if the goods are transported by rail.

7. If goods are relocated in accordance with transit procedures, also, in accordance with the Customs Convention of 14 November 1975 on the International Transport of Goods by utilising a TIR carnet, the goods shall be declared at customs also after completion of transit procedure.

8. Declaration of goods shall be completed when a relevant customs authority has accepted a customs pre-clearance document or a relevant customs declaration.

III.
Temporary Storage of Goods

9. If goods are declared at customs but a specific customs procedure is not applied to such, the customs authority shall accept a customs pre-clearance document and indicate on it the date the goods have been declared at customs, as well as make a notation of the guarantees applied. The customs authority shall retain a copy of the customs pre-clearance document in order to control the application of the customs procedure within the term specified in Section 123, Paragraph two of the Customs Law.

10. In order to draw up documents for temporary storage of goods, the possessor of the goods, depending on the type of transport used when transferring goods, shall submit to a customs authority one of the following customs pre-clearance documents:

10.1. a consignment declaration or any other equivalent document, if the goods are transported by ship;

10.2. a bill of lading or any other equivalent document, if the goods are transported by rail;

10.3. an air transport document or any other equivalent document, if the goods are transported by air;

10.4. an international bill of lading of transport of goods (CMR) or any other equivalent document, if the goods are transported by road.

11. It shall be permitted, after completion of transit procedures, to apply temporary storage for goods that have been relocated in accordance with transit procedures, also, in accordance with the Convention referred to in Paragraph 7 of these Regulations. A customs authority shall consider a transit declaration or a document that has been used instead of it to be a customs pre-clearance document.

12. It is permitted to submit the customs pre-clearance documents referred to in Paragraph 10 of these Regulations to a customs authority in accordance with the procedures determined by the State Revenue service, utilising means of electronic data processing and transmission.

13. A customs pre-clearance document shall be submitted within 24 –hours after delivery of goods to a customs authority, a customs warehouse or another location specified by a customs authority. With the permission of a customs authority, the term for submission of a customs pre-clearance document may be extended, however, not longer than for one working day.

14. Temporary storage of goods shall be permitted at the following temporary storage locations:

14.1. in the port, airport and railway origin-destination stations referred to in the 2 July 1996 Cabinet regulation No. 246 On Determining State Border Crossing  and Location of Border Control Points and Border Crossing Points at the State Border of the Republic of Latvia, which has been determined as a customs control zone;

14.2. by agreement of the State Revenue Service and the State stock company Latvijas Dzelzceļš on railway base stations (railway stations, where goods imported into the Republic of Latvia are cleared through customs),- in the territory of such stations which have been determined as customs control zones;

14.3. in type A, B, C, D or F warehouses; and

14.4. in the territories or premises owned by a possessor of goods or a consignee, if the relevant person has obtained a permit from the State Revenue Service.

15. After goods have been declared at customs and a permit has been obtained from a customs authority, the goods may be unloaded from the means of transport by which they have been imported into the customs territory, and other operations provided for by Section 125 of the Customs Law may be applied.

16. The unloaded goods may be placed in the specified temporary storage locations.

17. In order to obtain a customs authority permit to take samples of goods, the possessor of goods shall submit an application to the customs authority, including the following information:

17.1. requisites of the possessor of the goods;

17.2. goods storage location

17.3. date when the goods were declared at customs;

17.4. type and number of the customs pre-clearance document;

17.5. identification data for the means of transport, if the goods have not been unloaded after their placement in temporary storage; and

17.6. 4.4. a description of the goods.
18. In a permit for taking samples of goods a customs authority shall indicate the quantity of the goods that may be taken, and, in each specific case, the procedures for taking the samples.

19. If, after analysis, relevant samples of goods are destroyed or have irrevocably lost their properties, it shall not result in a customs debt. The customs procedure prescribed for foreign goods shall be applied for scraps or waste that have been created after goods analysis. Such shall be under the supervision of the customs authority as long as it is necessary for the application of the relevant customs procedure.

IV.
Withdrawal of Goods from Temporary Storage

20. A specific customs procedure shall be applied to goods in temporary storage until the expiry of the terms referred to in Section 123, Paragraph two of the Customs Law. The term for temporary storage shall not be extended.

21. When drawing up a customs declaration, the type and number of the customs pre-clearance document shall be included in it.

22. Temporary storage shall be completed when the customs authority has accepted a customs declaration in order to apply a specific customs procedure.

23. The goods located in temporary storage to which a specific customs procedure has not been applied within a specified term shall be sold or destroyed in accordance with the 12 May 1998 Cabinet Regulation No. 172 On Procedures By Which the Customs Authority Deals with Abandoned,  Damaged, and Unclaimed Goods Under Customs Control.
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