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Republic of Latvia
Cabinet
Regulation No. 373

Adopted 26 May 2008
Procedures for the Performance of Forest Monitoring

 

Issued pursuant to
Section 38, Paragraph three
of the Law on Forests
 

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures for the performance of forest monitoring.

 

2. The forest monitoring shall be carried out in order to obtain information regarding:

2.1. the air pollution effect and other environmental (biotic and abiotic, as well as of anthropogenic origin) factor effect on the forest ecosystems;

2.2. the emission and removal of carbon dioxide (CO2) in the sectors of land use, land-use change and forestry;

2.3. the impact of climate changes on the forest ecosystems;

2.4. the state and changes of the biodiversity of the forest; and

2.5. forest soils.

 

3. The monitoring regarding the air pollution effect and other environmental (biotic and abiotic, as well as of anthropogenic origin) factor effect on the forest ecosystems shall be carried out in accordance with the International Co-operative Programme on Assessment and Monitoring of Air Pollution Effects on Forests (ICP Forests), implementing the systematic (Level I) and the intensive (Level II) forest monitoring.

 

4. The following measures shall be carried out in the systematic (Level I) forest monitoring:

4.1. crown condition assessment of trees;

4.2. analysis of soil; and

4.3. chemical analysis of needles and leaves.

 

5. The following measures shall be carried out in the intensive (Level II) forest monitoring:

5.1. crown condition assessment of trees;

5.2. estimations of tree growth;

5.3. analysis of soil;

5.4. analysis of the soil solution;

5.5. chemical analysis of needles and leaves;

5.6. measurement of deposition;

5.7. meteorological monitoring;

5.8. assessment of ground vegetation; and

5.9. phenological observations.

 

6. The emission and removal of carbon dioxide (CO2) in the sectors of land use, land use-change and forestry shall be determined in accordance with the Good Practice Guidance for Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry specified by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in 2003 (hereinafter – Guidance).

 

7. The emission and removal of carbon dioxide (CO2) in the sectors of land use, land-use change and forestry shall be calculated in the division per land use categories in accordance with the definitions specified in the Guidance, on the basis of the data of the statistical forest inventory. Other data may be used in addition (the source of information shall be indicated).

 

8. The forest monitoring shall be carried out by the State Forest Service and the Latvian State Forestry Research Institute Silava in accordance with the State programme of the forest monitoring.

 

9. The State Forest Service shall carry out the systematic (Level I) forest monitoring and shall implement the projects for the development of the forest biological diversity monitoring, as well as, according to the competence, shall get involved in other projects in order to obtain the information referred to in Paragraph 2 of these Regulations. 

 

10. The Latvian State Forestry Research Institute Silava shall carry out the intensive (Level II) forest monitoring and shall determine the emission and removal of carbon dioxide (CO2) in the sectors of land use, land use change and forestry, as well as shall get involved in the projects of the development and implementation of the European Forest Monitoring System and in other projects in order to obtain the information referred to in Paragraph 2 of these Regulations. 

 

11. The systematic (Level I) and the intensive (Level II) forest monitoring shall be implemented in the sampling areas registered in the State Forest Register (the part of a forest stand where the observations, analyses and measurements are carried out). The forest owner or the lawful possessor shall be informed in writing regarding the observations that are carried out in the relevant sampling areas.

 

12. If the existing number of sampling areas or the disposition does not ensure the reliability of data or does not conform anymore with the requirements of the programme methodology referred to in Paragraph 3 of these Regulations, the performer of monitoring may arrange a new sampling area by entering into a contract with the land owner, lawful possessor or a person authorised thereof.

 

13. The following requirements shall be observed in the sampling areas of the forest monitoring:

13.1. felling of the labelled trees (trees that are used for the observations) are prohibited in the sampling areas of the systematic (Level I) forest monitoring, except the cases if clear felling is carried out in the forest stand where the sampling area is located; and

13.2. final felling and thinning are prohibited in the sampling areas of the intensive (Level II) forest monitoring.

 

14. Cabinet Regulation No. 613 of 25 July 2006, Procedures for the Performance of Forest Monitoring (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2006, No. 118) is repealed.
 

 

Prime Minister 




I. Godmanis
 

Acting for the Minister for Agriculture –
Minister for Education and Science 


T.Koķe
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