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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 406

Adopted 22 April 2004

External Trade Regime Administration Procedures in Agricultural and Processed Agricultural Products
Issued pursuant to

Section 8, Paragraph two of the

Law On Agriculture and Rural Development 

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures by which the trade in the agricultural and processed agricultural products of the European Union with the countries, which are not Member States of the European Union (hereinafter – third countries) shall be administered.

II. Institutions Administering Import and Export Regimes

2. The Rural Support Service shall:

2.1. administer the issue of import and export licences and export refund certificates;

2.2. accept, register, release and withhold securities;

2.3. calculate and pay out export refunds and examine the grounds for the paying out thereof;

2.4. apply penalties in accordance with these Regulations and withhold overpaid export refunds; 

2.5. inform the European Commission in accordance with the regulatory enactments of the European Union in the area of the agricultural and processed agricultural products;

2.6. approve and control the international supervision agencies, which shall issue to an exporter a confirmation regarding import transactions with the third countries;

2.7. register the recipe of processed agricultural products and examine the compliance thereof with the manufacture recipe in the places where the products are being produced; and

2.8. grant import rights, by issuing a permit for the utilisation of the import tariff quota or approve the importer by assigning an approval number thereto for the import in compliance with the customs tariff quotas following the fulfilment of the requirements specified in the applicable regulatory enactments of the European Union.
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3. Customs authorities of the State Revenue Service (hereinafter – customs authorities) shall:

3.1. ensure the application of customs procedures in the trade with the third countries in relation to agricultural and processed agricultural products to which the common agricultural policy measures apply;

3.2. perform physical checks applicable within the framework of common agricultural policy measures; and

3.3. provide information to the Rural Support Service in accordance with the procedures specified in these Regulations and the regulatory enactments of the European Union.

4. The Food and Veterinary Service shall:

4.1. during physical checks of the import and export products, take samples of the products, transport them and, upon the request of the customs authority, in accordance with the agreement entered into between the Central Customs Board and the Food and Veterinary Service shall perform laboratory analyses of the products; 

4.2. issue and approve the following certificates of conformity and special certificates for agricultural and processed agricultural products which qualify for an export refund or which are to be submitted for product export in accordance with the regulatory enactments of the European Union: 

4.2.1. boned meat certificate;

4.2.2. certificate for meat obtained from adult bovine animals;

4.2.3. analysis certificate of conformity for wine;

4.2.4. certificate for the export of Swiss cheese or Emmenthaler cheese to the USA;

4.2.5. certificate for the export of certain cheeses to Australia;

4.2.6. certificate regarding the origin of cheese for export to Norway; and 

4.2.7. certificates of conformity and special certificates regarding products, which are under the supervision and control of the Food and Veterinary Service.

III. System of Import and Export Licences and Export Refund Certificates

5. A person shall complete a submission for import and export licences and export refund certificates by typewriter or computer, or by hand with a fountain pen in block capitals.  The submission shall be submitted to the Rural Support Service in Latvian or in an official language of the European Union, with a certified translation in Latvian attached.

6. When exporting processed agricultural products, in accordance with Annexes A, B and E of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1520/2000 of 13 July 2000 laying down common detailed rules for the application of the systems of granting export refunds on certain agricultural products exported in the form of goods not covered by Annex I to the Treaty, and the criteria for fixing the amounts of such refunds (hereinafter – Commission Regulation No 1520/2000), the entries in the export refund certificate regarding the amount of the exported goods and the endorsing thereof shall be made by the Rural Support Service after the submission of an approved export declaration, which has the number of the certificate specified therein.

7. Entries regarding the utilised amounts of the licence in the import and export licences shall be approved (endorsed) by customs authorities when documenting the customs procedures.

7.1 In order to obtain the right to import or the approval of the importer for imports in compliance with the customs tariff quotas, a person shall submit a relevant submission to the Rural Support Service. The submission shall have appended the following documents:

7.1 1. a copy of an undertaking operation recognition certificate issued by the Food and Veterinary Service (presenting the original) if the directly applicable regulatory enactments of the European Union make provisions for the submission of documents regarding the conformity of the activity of the undertaking with the manufacture conditions of such animal origin products which after processing thereof are intended to be placed on the internal market of the European Union for the manufacture of food or other food products;  

7.1 2. a recipe for the manufacture of processed agricultural products approved by the submitter if the directly applicable regulatory enactments of the European Union make provision for the submission of a confirmation document regarding the manufacture of such processed product which contains a product for the obtaining  of importation rights of which a submission must be submitted; and

7.1 3. a copy of the registration certificate of the value added tax payer (presenting the original) if the directly applicable regulatory enactments of the European Union make provisions for the submission of a confirmation document stating that a submission for the obtaining of the importation rights must be submitted in the Member State of the European Union in which it has been registered.
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IV. Administration of Securities

8. A security need not be submitted if the amount of the security does not exceed a 100 euro equivalent recalculated in lats.

9. Submission of a security need not be submitted by persons who are specified in Article 6 of Commission Regulation (EEC) No 2220/85 of 22 July 1985 laying down common detailed rules for the application of the system of securities for agricultural products (hereinafter – Commission Regulation No 2220/85).

10. An exporter shall submit a security to the Rural Support Service for advance payments within a period of 30 days of acceptance of the export declaration. The advance payment shall not be paid out prior to the receipt of the security. If the security is not submitted within the specified time period it shall be increased by 15 %.
11. In accordance with Paragraph 1 (b) of Article 8 of Commission Regulation No 2220/85, the guarantors of the security may be credit institutions, credit unions and insurance companies.

12. In order to obtain approval, the guarantors referred to in Paragraph 11 of these Regulations who are registered in Latvia, prior to the submission of the first security, shall, in accordance with Article 16 (1) of Commission Regulation No 2220/85, submit to the Rural Support Service the licences issued by the Financial and Capital Market Commission which give the right to give a guarantee, a certified copy and a list of the persons of the guarantor who are entitled to sign the guarantees, a sample of the signature and a sample of the seal of the guarantor.

13. In order to obtain approval, the guarantors referred to in Paragraph 11 of these Regulations who are registered in any of the Member States of the Agreement on the European Economic Area, prior to the submission of the first security, shall in accordance with Article 16 (1) of Commission Regulation No 2220/85, submit to the Rural Support Service the licences issued by the state institutions which give the right to give a guarantee, a copy certified by the issuing authority in which the relevant guarantor has been registered and a list of the persons of the guarantor who are entitled to sign the guarantees, a sample of the signatures and a sample of the seal of the guarantor

14. The guarantors referred to in Paragraph 11 of these Regulations shall submit the guarantee to the Rural Support Service.

15. On the basis of a submission of the nominal licence or export refund certificate owner, the Rural Support Service shall release the security in accordance with the conditions of Article 35 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1291/2000 of 9 June 2000 laying down common detailed rules for the application of the system of import and export licences and advance fixing certificates for agricultural products (hereinafter – Commission Regulation No 1291/2000).

16. If following the release of the security, the Rural Support Service establishes that the exporter has failed to export the product, the Rural Support Service shall request reimbursement of the amount of the released security.

17. If the security calculated by the Rural Support Service, which must be withheld from the exporter does not exceed a 60 euro equivalent recalculated in lats in accordance with the exchange rate which was in force on the date of submission of the security, such security shall not be withheld. 

18. The Rural Support Service shall in accordance with Article 27 of Commission Regulation No 2220/85, upon the written request of a person, release part of a security if a proof has been submitted regarding the export of a part of a certain product and if the part of the security to be released is not less than a 60 euro equivalent recalculated in lats.

19. If the Rural Support Service is aware of circumstances, which permit the withholding of the security referred to in Paragraph 1 (a) of Article 8 of Commission Regulation No 2220/85, it shall be transferred to an account specified by the Rural Support Service without prior warning.

V. Administration of Export Refund

20. A submission for an export refund shall be the second form of the Single Administrative Document (hereinafter – submission for export refund). The methodology for filling out the Single Administrative Document shall be determined by the State Revenue Service.

21. In order to determine the rate of the export refund in accordance with Article 6 of the European Commission Regulation (EC) No 800/1999 of 15 April 1999 laying down common detailed rules for the application of the system of export refunds on agricultural products (hereinafter – Commission Regulation No. 800/1999), the exporter shall, by the end of the current month, submit to the Rural Support Service the joint application for refund for the export transactions performed in the previous month.

22. When applying the procedures specified in Paragraph 21 of these Regulations, the exporter must receive a permit from the Rural Support Service. The exporter shall specify in the joint application the number of the export licence, export refund certificate or the pre-financing certificate and the export declaration, attaching the relevant documents.

23. When supplying victualling supplies, an exporter shall receive the refund in advance if an export refund submission approved by the customs authority is submitted to the Rural Support Service which shall certify that the products within the period of 30 days are placed on the premises subject to customs control in order to supply them subsequently as victualling supplies in the territory of the European Union.

24. In order to receive an export refund in advance, the exporter shall submit a submission to the Rural Support Service.

25. In order for a customs warehouse to obtain the status of a victualling warehouse in accordance with Article 40 (1) of Commission Regulation No 800/1999, the holder of the warehouse shall submit a submission to the State Revenue Service.

26. In order to move the products to another victualling warehouse an exporter shall receive a written confirmation from a customs authority. 

27. If an exporter presents an attestation regarding delivery of food to the destination as victualling supplies, the Rural Support Service shall request additional information only in the case where suspicions arise regarding falsifications.

28. In cases of victualling supplies, in accordance with Article 33 of Commission Regulation No 1291/2000 the additional proof for the performance of export transactions shall be an international bill of lading.

29. In the case of export refunds, a proof of arrival at destination (except the transport document) needs not be submitted by the exporter if the export declaration permits the receipt of the refund the differentiated part of which does not exceed the level specified in Article 17 of Commission Regulation No 800/1999.

30. An exporter shall attach certified translations in Latvian to the documents regarding disbursement of the export refund which have been submitted to the Rural Support Service.

31. If the recipient of the export refund has failed to reimburse the amounts of overpaid export refund within the time period specified by the Rural Support Service, a fine shall be imposed thereto for each day of the delay in the amount of 5 % of the non-paid amount.

32. If the overpaid amount of the export refund, inclusive of a calculated fine, is not reimbursed to the Rural Support Service before the next day of the application of the compensatory payment, such overpaid amount shall be covered from the next payment.

33. In order to receive an import permit for inward processing of the products specified in Article 11 of the European Commission Regulation (EC) No 3448/93 of 6 December 1993 laying down the trade arrangements applicable to certain goods resulting from the processing of agricultural products, it shall be necessary to submit to the customs authority a certificate issued by the Rural Support Service for the performance of processing in compliance with the European Commission Regulation (EC) No 1488/2001 of 19 July 2001 laying down rules for the application of Council Regulation (EC) No 3448/93 as regards the placement of certain quantities of certain basic products listed in Annex I to the Treaty establishing the European Community under the inward processing arrangements without prior examination of the economic conditions.

34. An exporter shall keep all the documentation related to the export and export refund for a period of five years from the day of the receipt of the export refund.

35. A customs authority shall allow an exporter to propose an export procedure on the premises of the exporter if the exporter has not been, during the last year, subject to repeated sanctions for administrative violations in the customs field and if the administrative violations committed do not reduce the amount of payments that has been or is to be charged.

VI. Approval and Control of the International Supervisory Agency

36. The international supervisory agency shall be approved by the Rural Support Service in accordance with the requirements of Part I of Annex 6 to Commission Regulation No 800/1999.

37. Upon the request of the Rural Support Service, the international supervisory agency shall without delay provide or ensure access to information and documents related to the functions specified in the certification of the approval thereof or the issue of the certificates specified in Article 16, Paragraphs 1 (b) and 2 (c) of Commission Regulation No 800/1999.

38. The Rural Support Service shall draw up a report regarding the violations of the international supervisory agency established thereby or on the basis of the information provided by competent institutions of other Member States of the European Union.

39. Within a period of 10 days after the receipt of the report, the international supervisory agency shall pay the fine to the account indicated by the Rural Support Service. If the international supervisory agency fails to pay the imposed fine within the specified time period a fine shall be calculated for each day of the delay in the amount of 0,5 % of the non-paid amount.

VII. Procedures for Informing regarding the Agricultural Products Utilised in Manufacture of Processed Agricultural Products
40. In order to calculate the export refund, an exporter shall submit information regarding the components actually utilised in the manufacture of a processed agricultural product for which an export refund may be received and the amount or the average amount of the agricultural products utilised in manufacture in accordance with Article 3 (2) of Commission Regulation No 1520/2000.

41. An exporter shall submit information to the Rural Support Service in accordance with Paragraph 40 of these Regulations by:

41.1. registering the recipe of the product with the Rural Support Centre; or

41.2. attaching the export refund to the submission when completing the export procedure.

42. If an exporter is unable to specify the recipe of the processed agricultural product and to submit information regarding the components utilised in manufacture, and wishes to request an export refund based on the analysis methods in accordance with Article 16 (3) of Commission Regulation No 1520/2000, the exporter shall submit a certification in a separate document to the customs authority stating that the exporter is unable to specify the recipe of the processed agricultural product and shall submit a report of analyses of an accredited laboratory together with the submission for the export refund to the export customs authority.

43. An exporter shall submit a submission for the registration of the recipe of a product for each processed agricultural product separately. A single submission may be submitted for the products of different composition which are united in a single package where the ratio between the amounts of various components utilised in manufacture is constant, specifying the average amount of products utilised in manufacture.

44. The Rural Support Service shall assign a number to a processed product recipe and inform the exporter. The exporter shall specify the recipe number of the product in a certain column of the submission for the export refund in accordance with the methodology specified by the State Revenue Service for filling out the Single Administrative Document.

45. The registration number of the recipe of a product shall be valid for a period of 12 months from the day of registration of the product recipe. After the receipt of a submission from the exporter, the Rural Support Service shall extend the period of validity thereof up to 12 months.

46. If manufacture of a product the recipe of which has been registered is discontinued, an exporter shall without delay notify the Rural Support Service thereof. If the exporter has intended to continue utilising the sale of the already produced products, in requesting the export refund, the exporter shall inform the Rural Support Service thereof.

47. The Rural Support Service shall annul the number of the recipe of a product if:

47.1. a submission for the necessity to extend the period of validity of the product recipe has not been submitted in sufficient time to the Rural Support Service; or

47.2. information regarding the composition of a product recipe in the submission for registration of the recipe fails to comply with the actual manufacture recipe.

48. An owner of the number of the registered product recipe or a user of such number who has the right to use the number of the recipe, in accordance with a written permit of the owner of the product recipe, shall submit a submission for an export refund, indicating the product the recipe of which has been registered. The permit of the owner of the registered product recipe must be submitted to the Rural Support Service prior to the first exportation or it must be attached to the submission for the export refund during the first exportation when reference to the product recipe takes place. The owner of the product recipe who has issued a permit to another exporter shall without delay inform thereof regarding alterations of the registered product recipe or regarding the end of the period of validity of the registered product recipe number.
49. A producer of a commodity for whose product an export refund is requested and which is calculated on the basis of the composition of the utilised agricultural products, shall keep the product recipe and the results of the product analyses if analyses have been performed, for five years after the receipt of the export refund.

VIII. Procedures for the Control of Products 

50. An exporter shall, in accordance with the methodology specified by the State Revenue Service, submit a prior notification for export to a customs authority.

51. Upon the request of a customs authority the Food and Veterinary Service shall take samples of certain products in accordance with the agreement entered into between the Central Customs Board and the Food and Veterinary Service.

52. After the performance of the laboratory analysis of the product samples the Food and Veterinary Service shall send the results of the sample testing to the customs authority.

IX. Closing Provisions

53. The security submitted for the receipt of imported goods shall be released after 1 May 2004 within a period of 30 days after the submission of documents to the Rural Support Service:

53.1. if the recipient of a licence submits a copy of the licence (presenting the original) and a certified copy of the customs declaration to the Rural Support Service not later than 45 days after the end of the period of validity of the licence; or

53.2. if at least 95% of the goods have been imported from the total amount of goods specified in the licence.

54. The security submitted for the receipt of import licences shall be withheld after 1 May 2004:

54.1. in accordance with the amount of goods for which the licence has not been utilised;

54.2. to the full extent if the amount of imported goods is smaller than five per cent of the total amount of goods specified in the licence; 

54.3. if the licence which has been utilised during the period of validity thereof is submitted after the end of the time period specified in Sub-paragraph 53.1 of these Regulations, five per cent of the total security amount shall be withheld for each day of the delay; and

54.4. if after the end of the time period specified in Sub-paragraph 53.1 of these Regulations a partly utilised licence is submitted, the withheld amount shall consist of the part of the security for which the licence has not been utilised and five per cent of the amount of the security after the first deduction for each day of the delay.

55. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 May 2004.

Prime Minister 








I. Emsis

Minister for Agriculture 







M. Roze
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