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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 414

Adopted 22 April 2004

Procedures for the Supervision and Control of Organic Farming

Issued pursuant to

Section 11

of the Agricultural and Rural Development Law

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures for the supervision and control of organic farming in accordance with:

1.1. The European Parliament and Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2092/91 of 24 June 1991 and with respect to organic production of agricultural products and relevant references thereto with respect to agricultural products and foodstuffs and amendments thereof (hereinafter – European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91);

1.2. Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1452/2003 of 14 August 2003 which retains the derogation provided for in Article 6(3)(a) of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2092/91 with regard to certain species of seed and vegetative propagating material and providing procedural rules and criteria relating to that derogation (hereinafter – Commission Regulation No. 1452/2003);

1.3. Commission Regulation (EC) No. 223/2003 of 5 February 2003 with respect to the labelling requirements of the organic production method for fodder, compound fodder and fodder materials which amends Council Regulation (EEC) No. 2092/91 (hereinafter – Commission Regulation No. 223/2003;) and

1.4. Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1778/2001 of 7 September 2001 which provides detailed rules for the implementation of provisions with respect to examination certificates for importation from the third countries in accordance with Article 11 of Regulation (EEC) No. 2092/91 regarding organic production of agricultural products and relevant references thereto on agricultural products and fodder and amendments thereof (hereinafter – Commission Regulation No. 1788/2001).

2. The Food and Veterinary Service shall carry out the functions of the competent authority specified in European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91, Commission Regulation No. 223/2003 and Commission Regulation No. 1788/2001

3. The State Plant Protective Service shall carry out the functions of the competent authority specified in Commission Regulation No. 1452/2003.

4. The control functions specified in European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91 shall be performed by certified bodies approved by the Food and Veterinary Service, which are accredited in the field referred to in the Regulation by the State agency “Latvijas Nacionālais akreditācijas birojs” [Latvian National Accreditation Bureau] pursuant to standard LVS EN 45011: 2004 “General requirements for bodies operating product certification systems” or other accreditation bodies of the Member States of the European Union relevant standards (hereinafter – control bodies). The Food and Veterinary Service shall publish a notification in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of Latvia] regarding control bodies.

[29 November 2005]

5. The reference with respect to organic agricultural production method shall not be used when labelling such animal species and products obtained from them, which are not specified in the Annex I to European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91 and in other regulatory enactments with respect to organic farming.

[29 June 2004]
6. The labelling requirements for fodder, compound fodder and organically produced feed materials are specified in Commission Regulation No. 223/2003. 

7. The Food and Veterinary Service, in accordance with Commission Regulation (EEC) No. 207/93 of 29 January 1993, which defines the content of Annex VI to Regulation (EEC) No. 2092/91 with respect to organic production of agricultural products and references referred thereto with respect to agricultural products and foodstuffs and provides detailed rules for the implementation of provisions of Article 5 (4) thereto (hereinafter – Commission Regulation No. 207/93) Article 3, paragraph 1 (b), shall issue a permit, if the operator has submitted documents which certify that:
7.1. the ingredients are of agricultural origin;

7.2. the ingredients are not produced in a sufficient amount pursuant to the norms specified in Article 6 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91; and

7.3. the ingredients cannot be imported form the third countries pursuant to Article 11 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91.

8. The Food and Veterinary Service, pursuant to Article 3, paragraph 1 (b) of European Commission Regulation No. 207/93, shall make a decision with respect to the issuance of a permit, or an extension of the term of validity thereof, and pursuant to Article 3, paragraph 2 of European Commission Regulation No. 207/93 shall thereafter inform the Ministry of Agriculture, the European Commission and the Member States of European Union.

9. The Food and Veterinary Service shall extend the term of validity of a permit referred to in Paragraph 8 of these Regulations, for not more than three times, for a period of seven months if a decision of the European Commission has not been received in accordance with Article 3, paragraphs 4 and 6 of European Commission Regulation No. 207/93, that the assigned permit regarding the relevant ingredient is cancelled.

10. After the receipt of information from European Commission or the Member State of the European Union regarding the availability of the ingredient of agricultural origin, the Food and Veterinary Service shall make a decision:

10.1. with respect to cancellation of a permit referred to in Paragraph 8 of these Regulations; and

10.2. with respect to a reduction of the term of validity of the permit referred to in Paragraph 8 of these Regulations.

11. The Food and Veterinary Service shall inform the European Commission and the Member States of the European Union with respect to measures it has carried out, or is going to carry out, pursuant to Paragraph 8 of these Regulations, within 15 days after receipt of information regarding the availability of the ingredient of agricultural origin.

12. Ingredients of agricultural origin not referred to in Annex VI, Part C of Commission Regulation No. 2091/91 may be used when the third extension of the term of validity of the permit referred to in Paragraph 6 of these Regulations has expired, if the Ministry of Agriculture has submitted a claim pursuant to Article 3, paragraph 6 of Commission Regulation No. 207/93 to the European Commission regarding the necessary amendments of Annex VI, Part C. The Food and Veterinary Service, pursuant to Article 3, paragraph 6 of Commission Regulation No. 207/93, may extend a permit for a period of seven months, taking into account the conditions prescribed by Article 3, paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Commission Regulation No. 207/93.

13. The operator shall label a product in accordance with the regulatory enactments with respect to the labelling of products in accordance with the requirements of Article 5, paragraph 1 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91. The labelling shall contain the following references:

13.1. “bioloģiskā lauksaimniecība” [organic farming] – if Article 5, paragraph 3 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91 has been complied with;

13.2. "pārejas periodā uz bioloģisko lauksaimniecību" [Currently in a transition period to organic farming] – if the product is being produced in a transition period to organic farming pursuant to Article 5, paragraph 5 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91;

13.3. "X % lauksaimniecības sastāvdaļu ir ražoti saskaņā ar bioloģiskās lauksaimniecības metodi" [X % of the agricultural ingredients have been produced in accordance with the organic agricultural method] – pursuant to Article 5, paragraph 5 (a) of European Parliament and Council Regulation No.  2092/91;
13.4. "Kontroli veica: (the name of the inspection body to which the operator, who has carried out the final preparation of the product, is subject)" [The inspection has been performed by:].

14. The operator may indicate the logo of organic farming of the European Community on the label.

15. The Ministry of Agriculture, pursuant to Article 5, paragraph 8 and Article 7, paragraph 4 of the European Parliament and Council Regulations, shall submit the documentation to the European Commission and the Member States of the European Union, which substantiates the inclusion or exclusion of the substance in Parts A, B or C of Annex VI and in Parts A and B of Annex II to European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91.

16. A control body within a period of two working days shall inform in writing the State Plant Protection Service regarding activities (decisions taken, violations determined, issued and cancelled organic farming certificates), which have been performed in accordance with European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91 in relation to persons who have declared as a type of activity the growing of seed or potato seed.

[29 November 2005]

17. The State Plant Protection Service shall establish and maintain a computerised inventory database of available organic seed species pursuant to Article 6, paragraph 1 and paragraph 2 of Commission Regulation No. 1452/2003.

17.1 In order for information to be included in the database referred to in Paragraph 17 of these Regulations, the supplier shall submit to the State Plant Protection Service a submission in which in addition to the information specified in Article 4 of Commission Regulation No. 1452/2003 shall be indicated:


17.1.1. merchant or farm registration number;


17.1.2. types of activities approved in the organic farming certificate;


17.1.3. seed category, seed quality certifying document number, place of issue and term of validity; and


17.1.4. the amount of seed or seed potatoes in kilograms placed on the market.

[29 November 2005]

17.2 A supplier shall inform in writing the State Plant Protection Service regarding changes in accordance with Article 9, paragraph 2 of Commission Regulation No. 1452/2003. The State Plant Protection Service shall record changes in the database within a period of one working day from the moment when the referred to information has been received.

[29 November 2005]

18. The Ministry of Agriculture, pursuant to Article 6, paragraph 3 of Commission Regulation No. 1452/2003, shall inform the European Commission and the Member States of European Union with respect to the authority selected for management of the database.

19. The State Plant Protection Service, in accordance with Article 1, paragraph 1 of Commission Regulation No. 1452/2003, may permit the utilisation of such seed and seed potato material, which has not been acquired with organic farming production methods and issuing the permits referred to in Article 5 of Commission Regulation No. 1452/2003.

[29 November 2005]

19.1 In order to receive a permit to utilise seed and seed potato material, which has not been acquired with organic farming production methods, an operator shall submit to the State Plant Protection Service an application, which indicates the following information:


19.1.1. merchant or farm registration number;


19.1.2. types of activities approved in the organic farming certificate and the control body;


19.1.3. species name (indicate at least the botanical name (in full or abbreviated) with Latin alphabet letters) and variety name (indicate in Latin alphabet letters) the utilisation of which the receipt of the permit is requested;


19.1.4. the necessary amount of seeds or seed potatoes; and


19.1.5. justification for receipt of the permit in conformity with Article 5, paragraph 1 of Commission Regulation No. 1452/2003.

[29 November 2005]

19.2 The time periods for the submission of the application to the State Plant Protection Service are:


19.2.1. for winter cereals – from 5 September; and


19.2.2. for spring cereals – from 5 April.

[29 November 2005]
19.3 The State Plant Protection Service permit to utilise seeds or seed potatoes, which have not been acquired with organic farming production methods, shall be issued on the basis of the compilation and actualisation in the database of the latest information submitted by the organic farming seed grower:


19.3.1. for winter cereals – from 5 September; and


19.3.2. for spring cereals – from 5 April.  

[29 November 2005]
19.4 The State Plant Protection Service shall, within a period of 10 working days, evaluate the submitted application and take a decision regarding the issuing of a permit. The referred to decision shall be notified to the operator in writing.

[29 November 2005]
19.5 The State Plant Protection Service permit shall not be issued if these Regulations or the requirements of Commission Regulation No. 1452/2003 have not been complied with regarding the conditions for the granting of the permit.

[29 November 2005]
20. The State Plant Protection Service, pursuant to Article 8, paragraph 2 of Commission Regulation 1452/2003, shall reject applications for registration submitted by an operator or shall delete an entry which has been already made if the operator has not observed the requirements specified in Article 8, paragraph 1 of Commission Regulation No. 1452/2003.

21. An operator, who is required to register organic farming seeds, shall pay the costs of inputting and maintaining the information in the database, pursuant to Article 11 of Commission Regulation No. 1452/2003, in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments. 

22. An operator, who prepares or imports the products referred to in Article 1 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91 from a third country in order to sell them, shall submit a report in accordance with Annex IV of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91 to the control body.

23. The Food and Veterinary Service shall approve and supervise the inspection authorities in accordance with Article 9, paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91.

24. A control body shall pay the costs associated with its approval by the Food and Veterinary Service pursuant to Article 9, paragraphs 4 and 5 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91.

25. A control body shall submit to the Food and Veterinary Service:

25.1. information regarding control measures performed (in a proforma prepared by the Food and Veterinary Service pursuant to Article 9, paragraph 8 (a) of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91) – up to the fifth of each month; 

25.2. a short annual review and a list of operators who have been subjected to inspection up until 31 December – annually by 31 January; and

25.3. a notification regarding activities (decisions taken, violations determined, cancelled organic farming certificates and removal of product labelling indications regarding organic farming production methods) – within a period of two working days after the performance of such activities.

[29 November 2005] 

26. If the control body, pursuant to Article 9 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91, determines that a deliberate infringement or infringement with lasting consequences with respect to the requirements of product labelling, production and control, the relevant operator shall be prohibited to sell products, which are labelled with references to the organic production method, for a period of time, which shall be jointly decided with the Food and Veterinary Service. 

27. The control body shall ensure the inspections specified in Article 9, paragraph 12 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91 and shall submit information regarding the measures carried out and the results thereof to the Food and Veterinary Service annually by 1 March. The Food and Veterinary Service shall submit a supervision report specified in Article 15 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91 together with information on measures carried out by the control body and the results thereof to the European Commission.

28. If a control body, pursuant to Article 10, paragraph 3 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91, determines an unequivocal infringement or infringement with lasting consequences with respect to the requirements of product labelling, production and inspection, the relevant operator shall be prohibited from using the reference referred to in Annex V to European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91, for a period of time jointly decided with the Food and Veterinary Service. 

29. If the Food and Veterinary Service, pursuant to Article 10a of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91, has suspicions regarding the compliance of such products with European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91 imported from other Member State, which has a reference pursuant to Article 2 and/or Annex V of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91, the Food and Veterinary Service shall inform the Member State of the European Union, which has specified the control body or approved inspection institution, and the European Commission thereof.

30. Pending determination of the conditions, the Food and Veterinary Service has the right to suspend the distribution of the product referred to in Paragraph 29 of these Regulations, which is imported from other Member State of European Union. When selling a product which does not conform to the requirements of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91, but which conforms to the general quality requirements, the label shall not include a reference to the organic agricultural production method.

31. The Food and Veterinary Service, pursuant to Article 11, paragraph 6 (b) of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91, shall inform the European Commission and other Member States regarding the third country from which the products are imported, and shall submit the information prepared by the control body regarding procedures of production and inspection that guarantee the permanent and effective application thereof.

32. If, during the inspection, it is determined that the production regulations of the product imported from the third country are not equivalent to the requirements specified in Article 6 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91, or that the efficacy of the examination measures have not been equivalent to the requirements specified in Article 8 and 9 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91, the Ministry of Agriculture, pursuant to Article 11, paragraph 6 (c) of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91, shall submit a request for consideration to the Committee referred to in Article 14 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91.

33. The Ministry of Agriculture, pursuant to Article 11, paragraph 7 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91, may submit a request to the European Commission to approve the control body of the third country and to add it to the list referred to in Article 11, paragraph 1 (a) of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91.

34. The Food and Veterinary Service shall:

34.1. inform the European Commission with respect to measures carried out during the previous year with respect to implementation of this Regulation pursuant to Article 15 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91 annually by 1 July.

34.2. inform the European Commission annually by 31 March with respect to inspection authorities, which have been approved until 31 December of the previous year, and  provide information regarding the inspection authorities in accordance with Article 15 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91.

34.1 For a public catering undertaking, which produces, prepares and stores the products referred to in Article 1 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91, in order to sell them in a direct way to final consumers or users, from 1 January 2007 the requirements of the amendments provided for in Article 1, paragraph 2 of Council Regulation (EC) No 392/2004 of 24 February 2004 amending Regulation (EEC) No 2092/91 on organic production of agricultural products and indications referring thereto in agricultural products and foodstuffs to Article 8, paragraph 1 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91 shall be applicable.

[30 August 2005]

34.2 If an organic farm does not have more than 20 cattle, the derogations, which are specified in Annex I, Part B, paragraphs 6.1.6 and 8.5.1 of European Parliament and Council Regulation No. 2092/91 shall be applied. 

[29 November 2005] 

35. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 May 2004.

Prime Minister 








I. Emsis

Minister for Agriculture 







M. Roze
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