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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 42

Adopted 29 January 2002

Regulations Regarding Labelling of Household Appliances, Indicating Information on Noise Emission in the Environment

Issued in accordance with Section 21, Paragraph two of the Consumer Rights Protection Law

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe procedures for the labelling of those household appliances in the labelling of which the manufacturer or importer shall indicate information on noise emission in the environment. 

2. The indicator of the noise emission in the environment shall be the A-weighted sound power level (LWA) of a household appliance. It is expressed in decibels (dB) in relation to the sound power of one picowatt (pW) transmitted in the air. 
3. These Regulations shall apply to household appliances or mechanisms and parts thereof, manufactured for the upkeep and cleaning of premises, preparation or storage of food products, production or distribution of heat or cold and production of conditioned air, as well as to other goods used for non-professional purposes in dwellings, cellars, garages or auxiliary rooms (hereinafter – appliance), except: 

3.1. appliances manufactured for industrial purposes or professional use only; 

3.2. appliances which are parts of a building or a structure, including air-conditioning systems, heating and ventilation systems (except room ventilators and free-standing heating devices), fuel burners for central heating and pumps for water supply and sewage systems; 

3.3. components of appliances (for example, engines); and 

3.4. electro-acoustic systems. 

II. Labelling of Appliances

4. If manufacturers or importers include information on noise emission in the environment in the labelling, they shall attach to the appliance a visible label indicating the sound power level (in decibels (dB) in relation to one picowatt (pW)) which has been determined in accordance with these Regulations. 

5. Manufacturers or importers shall include the information on noise emission in the environment in a common label if the appliance in accordance with regulatory enactments requires another type of labelling, including labelling in respect of energy efficiency. 

6. Manufacturers or importers shall be responsible for the veracity of the information indicated on the labelling. 

III. Methods for Determining and Testing of Noise Emission

7. The Consumer Rights Protection Centre shall perform the functions of a market supervision institution. 

8. Upon request of the Consumer Rights Protection Centre, a manufacturer or importer shall produce all the necessary technical documentation. 

9. A manufacturer or importer shall determine noise emission of appliances in the environment in accordance with the standard LVS ISO 3744: 1994, Acoustics – determination of the sound power level of a source of noise by means of sound pressure – a technical method in the acoustic free field above a sound reflecting surface. 
10. In order to test appliances of one batch which belong to the same model or type, as well as appliances manufactured by the same manufacturer under uniform conditions, an inspector of the Consumer Rights Protection Centre shall take random samples for measurements from several batches of appliances but apply identical methods of measurement by using the statistical method referred to in Paragraph 13 of these Regulations. 

11. The method of measurement used to determine noise emitted by appliances shall be sufficiently accurate so that the measurement uncertainties, when determining standard deviation, do not exceed 2 dB for the A-weighted sound power level. Standard deviations shall include the aggregate of sources of uncertainty in the measurements, except for variations in the noise level emitted by the appliance in different tests. 
12. In addition to the method of measurements referred to in Paragraph 11 of these Regulations, the location, mounting, load and operation of the appliance under testing conditions shall be taken into account in order to represent measurements under normal conditions of use and ensure reproducibility and repeatability of the measurements. The standard deviation of repeatability of measurements shall be determined for each batch of appliances. 
13. The appropriate parameters of the statistical method shall be such that the acceptance probability is 95%, if 6.5% of appliances in the relevant batch exceed the noise level indicated. Three samples are required. A total reference standard deviation of 3.5 dB shall be used for the statistical method. 
14. An inspector of the Consumer Rights Protection Centre shall require (take an appropriate decision) the removal of the labelling referred to in Paragraph 4 of these Regulations or the removal of the information on noise emission in the environment from the common label referred to in Paragraph 5 of these Regulations within a period of one month if the tests have revealed that the information on noise emission of the appliances indicated in the labelling does not conform to the requirements of these Regulations. 

15. If a manufacturer or importer fails to fulfil the requirements referred to in Paragraph 14 within the time period specified, an inspector of the Consumer Rights Protection Centre shall prohibit (by issuing a relevant order) to sell the relevant appliances. The prohibition shall be valid until the requirements referred to in Paragraph 14 of these Regulations are fulfilled. 
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