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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 429
Adopted 23 December 1997

By-laws of the Committee for Control of Goods of Strategic Significance

Issued pursuant to Section 14, Clause 3 of the Structure of the Cabinet Law

I. General Provisions

1. The Committee for Control of Goods of Strategic Significance (hereinafter ‑ Committee) shall be an inter-ministry committee established by the Cabinet.

2. The task of the Committee is to manage and develop Latvia’s control system for the production, storage, use, export, import and transit of the goods of strategic significance, as well as to implement the licensing and control of goods of strategic significance.

II. Functions and Duties of the Committee
3. In order to fulfil the tasks referred to in Paragraph 2 of these Regulations, the Committee shall have the following functions:

3.1. to approve the lists of goods of strategic significance;

3.2. to approve the forms of the documents necessary for the export, import and transit of goods of strategic significance (licences, certificates, statements, etc.);

3.3. to issue export, import, transit licences and import certificates of goods of strategic significance;

3.4. to perform the duties provided for in Article VII, Paragraph 4 of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction (hereinafter ‑ Convention), which convention is approved by the Law on the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction;

3.5. to request from legal or natural persons any information necessary related to the activities performed by such persons in the chemical industry or to the export and import of chemical substances in order to implement the norms of the Convention; and

3.6. to assign "Latvijas Attīstības aģentūra" [Latvian Development Agency] (Export and Import Control Department) to perform the functions referred to in Sub-paragraphs 3.4 and 3.5.

4. The Committee has the following duties:

4.1. to develop draft regulatory enactments necessary in order to ensure the control of the production, storage, use, export, import and transit of goods of strategic significance;

4.2. to co-ordinate the utilisation of foreign assistance in the control system of goods of strategic significance;

4.3. to represent the Republic of Latvia in the organisations of the international export control regime and in international negotiations regarding matters of the control of goods of strategic significance;

4.4. to prepare draft agreement projects regarding co-operation with international organisations for the prohibition and control of chemical, biological and other weapons of mass destruction and with export control authorities of other states, as well as with groups of states of the export control regime;

4.5. to prepare and submit to the Minister for Foreign Affairs proposals regarding the accession of the Republic of Latvia to international conventions and treaties on non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, as well as proposals on joining the relevant international organisations; and

4.6. to ensure the confidentiality of information related to the production, storage, use, export, import and transit of goods of strategic significance.

III. Composition and Working Procedures of the Committee
5. The Committee shall comprise authorised representatives of ministries, which representatives are approved by the Cabinet, as well as the director and deputy directors of the Export and Import Control Department of "Latvijas Attīstības aģentūra" [Latvian Development Agency]. The Minister for Foreign Affairs shall submit the draft order of the Cabinet regarding the composition of the Committee, after co-ordination with the relevant ministries and institutions, to the Cabinet in accordance with the prescribed procedures.

6. A chairperson appointed by the Cabinet shall manage the work of the Committee. The chairperson of the Committee shall appoint two deputy chairpersons and the secretary of the Committee from the members of the Committee, as well as determine the duties of the members of the Committee.

7. A committee meeting shall take place once a quarter. The chairperson of the Committee shall convene an extraordinary meeting of the Committee on his or her own initiative or at the request of three members of the Committee.

8. A committee meeting shall be closed. Members of the Committee and invited persons shall participate in the meeting. Members of the Committee shall be invited to the meeting in writing, specifying the agenda of the relevant meeting.
9. The Committee shall be entitled to make decisions if at least half of the members of the Committee participate in its meeting. A member of the Committee who represents a ministry or an institution subordinate to or under supervision of such ministry, has the right of veto if the decision of the Committee concerns the competence of the relevant ministry or the State institution and if reasoned objections of such ministry or institution are not observed.

10. A decision regarding the issuing, cancellation, extension of the term of validity of export, import and transit licences or the refusal to issue a licence, regarding the issuing of an import certificate or the refusal to issue such a certificate, regarding the transfer of a matter to technical expert-examination and the extension of the time period for the issuing of a licence or an import certificate shall be taken by an authorised person of the Committee.

11. Decisions of the Committee shall be taken by open vote. Decisions of the Committee shall be taken by a majority of the votes cast if veto rights have not been exercised. In the event of a tied vote, the vote of the chairperson of the Committee shall be decisive. If veto rights have been exercised, the Committee shall submit a proposal to the Minister for Foreign Affairs to examine the relevant matter.
12. The chairperson of the Committee, his or her deputy and the secretary of the Committee have the right to sign.

13. During the time between Committee meetings the secretary of the Committee shall ensure the work of the control system of goods of strategic significance.

IV. Closing Provisions
14. The following are repealed:

14.1. Cabinet Regulation No. 167 of 27 June 1995, By-laws of the Committee for Control of Export and Import of Goods of Strategic Significance (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1995, No. 101; 1996, No. 70, 164); and

14.2. Cabinet Regulation No. 362 of 24 September 1996, Amendment to Cabinet Regulation No. 167 of 27 June 1995, By-laws of the Committee for Control of Export and Import of Goods of Strategic Significance (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1996, No. 164).

Prime Minister
G. Krasts

Minister for Foreign Affairs
V. Birkavs
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