Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.


Text consolidated by Tulkošanas un terminoloģijas centrs (Translation and Terminology Centre) with amending regulations of:

6 January 2004 (No. 15);

12 October 2004 (No. 855);

6 December 2005 (No. 921);

29 August 2006 (No. 726).

If a whole or part of a paragraph has been amended, the date of the amending regulation appears in square brackets at the end of the paragraph. If a whole paragraph or sub-paragraph has been deleted, the date of the deletion appears in square brackets beside the deleted paragraph or sub-paragraph.
Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 433

Adopted 12 December 2000

Regulations Regarding Lease of Bodies of Water and Commercial Fishing Rights and Procedures for Utilisation of Fishing Rights

Issued pursuant to

Section 5, Paragraph four, Section 7, 

Paragraph five, Section 13, Paragraph two, Clause 1 

and Section 25, Paragraph two of the Fishery Law 

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe:

1.1. the procedures for leasing of public bodies of water (lakes, rivers and reservoirs), as well as the procedures for leasing rivers, the fishing rights in which belong to the State;

1.2. the procedures for transferring the management of fish resources to local governments;

1.3. procedures for lease of commercial fishing rights and procedures for utilisation and auction of fishing rights in bodies of water and territorial and economic zone waters of the Republic of Latvia in the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga (hereinafter – the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga), as well as international waters in which the Republic of Latvia has been allocated a catch quota in conformity with decisions of international fisheries organisations or in accordance with international agreements; and

1.4. the fees and relief applicable to fees with respect to lease of commercial fishing rights and utilisation of fishing rights.

II. General Principles for Lease of Bodies of Water and Commercial Fishing Rights
2. Bodies of water shall be leased to natural and legal persons (including foreign natural and legal persons) for the following types of utilisation of bodies of water for fisheries purposes:

2.1. commercial fishing;

2.2. amateur fishing – angling (hereinafter – angling); and

2.3. fish farming.

3. Upon co-ordination with the National Board of Fisheries of the Ministry of Agriculture (hereinafter – Board of Fisheries) and State Environment Service regional environmental boards of the Ministry of Environment (hereinafter – regional environmental board), bodies of water shall be leased also for the following types of utilisation of bodies of water:

3.1. for protection of cultural, historical and nature objects;

3.2. for the supply of drinking water and drawing of water for special needs;

3.3. for scientific research;

3.4. for recreation (for organising recreation on water and places for swimming);

3.5. for aquatic sports;

3.6. for utilisation of waterpower;

3.7. for utilisation of waterways;

3.8. for sapropel and mineral resource extraction; or

3.9. for construction and operation of hydrotechnic structures.

[6 January 2004; 29 August 2006]

4. After co-ordination with the Board of Fisheries and regional environmental boards, a lease of a body of water may be divided among several lessees, providing for each of the lessees separate types of utilisation of a body of water which from the environmental protection, economic or social point of view do not contradict to each other, but, upon leasing bodies of water which are located in specially protected nature territories, the general and individual rules for protection and utilisation of these territories and nature protection plans shall be observed.

5. If the lease of a body of water provides for commercial fishing, a separate lease agreement in addition to a body of water lease agreement regarding commercial fishing rights shall be entered into.

6. Waters of the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga shall not be leased but if necessary, fishing locations in the coastal areas of the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga (hereinafter – coastal areas) shall be specified by the commercial fishing rights lease agreement.

7. Transfer of exploitation rights of leased bodies of water and transfer of commercial fishing rights to other natural persons and legal persons is prohibited.

8. Exploitation rules for a body of water shall be an integral part of a lease agreement regarding a body of water.

9. If public bodies of water are leased, free access to such bodies of water shall be retained in accordance with Chapter VI of these Regulations.

10. Lessees of bodies of water and commercial fishing rights shall observe the provisions regarding towpaths as determined by Section 9 of the Fishery Law.

11. Upon entering into a new lease agreement or extending the term of a lease agreement regarding a body of water or commercial fishing rights, priority shall be given to the previous lessee of the body of water or commercial fishing rights who during the duration of the lease agreement has fulfilled all conditions of the agreement and enhanced the improvement of the hydro-ecological condition of the body of water, as well as has not violated regulatory enactments that regulate commercial fishing.

12. Principles for commercial fishing leases contained in these Regulations may be applied also to lease of commercial fishing rights by an owner of private waters in accordance with Section 7, Paragraph three of the Fishery Law.

III. Lessors of Bodies of Water and Object of Lease

13. Public bodies of water and rivers, the fishing rights in which belong solely to the State, shall be leased for the types of utilisation for fisheries purposes specified in Paragraph 2 of these Regulations, fulfilling the functions of State administration, by the Board of Fisheries upon co-ordination with regional environmental boards and parish or city local governments (hereinafter – local government).

[29 August 2006]

14. Public bodies of water, which are intended for other types of utilisation of bodies of water, not specified in Paragraph 2 of these Regulations, fulfilling the functions of State administration, shall be leased by territorial local governments.

[29 August 2006]

15. Leasing of a river or stretches thereof shall be permitted only for defined types of utilisation, taking into account the hydro-ecological significance of the river, but leasing of a river shall not be permitted for several types of utilisation concurrently if the types contradict one another.

16. Bodies of water which are located within the territories of several local governments or which border on such local governments shall be leased in accordance with the agreement of these local governments.

IV. Lessors of Commercial Fishing Rights and Object of Lease

17. Commercial fishing rights in public waters (including coastal area) and inland waters, the fishing rights in which belong to the State, after the transfer of fish resource management in conformity with the Fishery Law, fulfilling the functions of State administration, shall be leased by territorial local governments observing the conditions regarding fishing rights specified in Sections 6 and 7 of the Fishery Law.

[29 August 2006]

18. Management of fish resources referred to in Paragraph 17 of these Regulations shall be transferred to a local government after the Board of Fisheries has agreed with the relevant local government.

19. The Board of Fisheries, on the basis of fish resource surveys and assessments, and the scientific recommendations and scientific expert opinion received, shall notify relevant local governments regarding the amount of fishing gear, amount of allowable catch or fishing location limits, which are specified for concrete waters in the territory of such local governments for the relevant period of time and co-ordinated with the Ministry of Environment.

[6 January 2004; 6 December 2005]

20. The Board of Fisheries has the right to retain under its purview the lease of commercial fishing rights or organisation of the utilisation of these rights in the waters referred to in Paragraph 17 of these Regulations if fishing is conducted:

20.1. to acquire fish of such species the stocks of which are in unfavourable condition and reinforced protection or restocking of the fish of such species is required;

20.2. in places which are of large significance for restocking of fish stocks; or

20.3. for research and ensuring of fish restocking.

21. If the Board of Fisheries, on the basis of Paragraph 20 of these Regulations, intends to apportion a part of the fishing limit determined previously for waters in the territory of local governments, it shall send the decision to the relevant local government not later than six months before the allocation of the fishing limit.

[6 December 2005]

22. The Board of Fisheries after sending the decision referred to in Paragraph 21 of these Regulations shall agree with the relevant local government regarding the fulfilment of the obligations under the commercial fishing rights lease agreement with respect to those lessees to whom the changes in fishing limit apply.

23. Local governments shall manage fish resources in the bodies of water, which are located within the territories of several local governments or which border on such territories in accordance with mutual agreement.

24. Commercial fishing rights in the waters referred to in Paragraph 17 of these Regulations shall be leased to natural and legal persons, specifying the type and amount of fishing gear or amounts of catch and, if necessary, also fishing locations, taking into account the fishing limits allocated to the waters in the territory of the relevant local governments.

[6 December 2005]

25. Commercial fishing rights for fishing with vessels beyond the coastal area in the Gulf of Riga and the Baltic Sea, as well as in international waters and waters of other states, in conformity with the Fishery Law, fulfilling the functions of State administration, shall be leased by the Board of Fisheries.

[29 August 2006]

26. Commercial fishing rights for fishing with vessels in the waters referred to in Paragraph 25 of these Regulations shall be leased to natural and legal persons by setting relevant fishing limits for each species of fish and if necessary – for each fishing area.

27. Upon lease of commercial fishing rights to natural persons and legal persons, the requirements regarding priorities in lease of fishing rights as determined by Section 7, Paragraph six of the Fishery Law, shall be observed.

28. In respect of commercial fishing of those valuable species of fish for which the total allowable catch (amount of fishing gear) is restricted, fishing of fish without lease of commercial fishing rights may be determined by organising fishing with commercial fishing licences in accordance with regulatory enactments which prescribe procedures for licensed commercial fishing.

V. Acquisition of Angling Rights

29. Angling rights in the waters specified in Section 10 of the Fishery Law may be utilised by any natural person from 16 to 65 years of age by purchasing an annual or short-term (three months) angling card. Distribution and sale of the angling cards shall be organised by the Board of Fisheries.

30. Children and teenagers up to 16 years of age, as well as persons older than 65 years and disabled persons have the right to angle without purchasing angling cards.

31. If a lease agreement for the relevant body of water provides for restrictions regarding utilisation of the angling rights specified in Paragraphs 29 and 30 of these Regulations, the restrictions shall be stated in the lease agreement for the body of water and exploitation rules for the body of water. These restrictions shall be reflected by utilising appropriate signs on the roads leading to the body of water and on the shores of the body of water.

32. Utilisation of short-term and annual angling rights shall not be fully applied to angling with special fishing permits (licences) for a fee as determined by Section 10, Paragraph 2 of the Fishery Law, which permits shall be purchased in addition to angling cards on the basis of the specific rules on licensed angling which have been developed in accordance with Cabinet regulations regulating procedures for licensed amateur fishing – angling in the waters of the Republic of Latvia.

VI. Free Access to Leased Public Bodies of Water

33. If a public body of water is leased, free access to the body of water shall be ensured, enabling it to be used:

33.1. for viewing of cultural and historical landscape and nature sites;

33.2. for supply of drinking water;

33.3. for recreation;

33.4. for angling; and

33.5. for commercial fishing. Commercial fishing in public bodies of water shall be conducted if such type of utilisation of the body of water is provided for by the exploitation rules of the body of water and is permitted by the provisions of Section 6, Paragraph six of the Fishery Law.

34. The provisions referred to in Paragraph 33 of these Regulations related to observance of the free access principle shall be indicated in the lease agreement of the public body of water and exploitation rules of the body of water.

35. The lessee of a public body of water has no right to charge a fee for the types of utilisation of the body of water specified in Paragraph 33 of these Regulations. The lessee is entitled to charge a fee for additional services, which ensure the opportunity to utilise a public body of water in conformity with the types of utilisation of bodies of water specified in Paragraph 33 of these Regulations. The intended paid services shall be indicated in the lease agreement of the body of water.
VII. Time periods for Lease Agreements for Bodies of Water and Commercial Fishing Rights

36. Bodies of water may be leased for a time period from 5 to 30 years.

37. If commercial fishing rights are not related to the lease of a body of water, the rights shall be leased for a time period from one year to 15 years. If a lease agreement is entered into after the beginning of a calendar year, the agreement shall be entered into for a time period not less than until the end of the calendar year.

38. If commercial fishing rights and a body of water are concurrently leased for commercial fishing, the time for lease of commercial fishing rights may be extended up to 30 years in conformity with the time period of lease agreement for the body of water.

39. After co-ordination with the local government (local governments), the Board of Fisheries and the Ministry of Environment, other time periods for lease agreements may be set for leasing bodies of water and commercial fishing rights.

[6 January 2004]

VIII. Submission and Examination of Lease Applications

40. An application for lease of a body of water and a plan of economic activity related to the lease of the body of water shall be submitted to the Board of Fisheries or to the relevant local government (local governments), taking into account the conditions determined by Paragraphs 13 and 14 of these Regulations.

[6 December 2005]

41. An application for lease of commercial fishing rights shall be submitted to the Board of Fisheries or the relevant local government, taking into account the conditions determined by Paragraphs 17, 20 and 25 of these Regulations.

[6 December 2005]

42. An application for lease shall be examined within a period of one month. An applicant shall be provided with a written answer regarding the possibility of lease of the body of water or commercial fishing rights.

[6 December 2005]

43. If the number of applications for lease exceeds the possibilities of leasing bodies of water or commercial fishing rights, a competition for lease of bodies of water or tendering procedure for lease of commercial fishing rights shall be organised. The submitter of an application for lease shall be notified in writing of the place and time of the competition or tendering procedure.

[6 December 2005]

IX. Tenders for the Lease of Bodies of Water

44. If two or more tenderers have applied for lease of a body of water with identical or different, mutually contradicting types of utilisation provided for in Paragraphs 2 and 3 of these Regulations, a competition for the lease of the body of water shall take place.

45. Applications for a competition for the lease of a body of water and plans of economic activity related to the lease of the body of water shall be submitted to the Board of Fisheries or the relevant local government, taking into account the conditions determined in Paragraphs 13 and 14 of these Regulations.

[6 December 2005]

46. If the competition for lease of a body of water is organised by several local governments, the local governments shall agree among themselves regarding the procedures for the competition, participation of local government representatives in the competition committee and place and time for the opening of tenders.

47. A month before the expiry of the term for the intended competition for lease of a body of water, the relevant local government (local governments) shall send the competition regulations and other materials to the Board of Fisheries, the regional environmental board and tenderers and shall announce the place and time for the opening of tenders.

48. If the competition for lease of a body of water is organised by the Board of Fisheries, it shall send the competition regulations and other materials to the Ministry of Environment, the relevant local government (local governments) and tenderers.

[6 January 2004]

49. The competition for lease of a body of water, with tenderers participating, shall take place at the place and time specified by the Board of Fisheries or the local government (local governments).

50. The competition committee, which shall consist of representatives from the Board of Fisheries, the regional environmental board and local governments, shall examine and evaluate the tenders of the tenderers, taking into account the opinions of the Board of Fisheries and the regional environmental board, as well as scientific and advisory organisations.

51. The competition committee has the right to request from a tenderer additional information or materials that provide detailed information regarding the types of utilisation of the body of water.

52. The winner of the competition shall be determined by a majority vote and the competition committee shall notify all the tenderers of the decision.

53. A copy of the decision by the competition committee shall be attached to the lease agreement of the body of water that shall be entered into with the winner of the competition.

X. Auction of Commercial Fishing Rights

54. If the number of applications for lease of commercial fishing rights exceeds the possibilities of commercial fishing rights leases, an auction of commercial fishing rights leases may be carried out.

[6 December 2005]

55. The auction of lease of commercial fishing rights on behalf of the lessor of these rights shall be organised by the Board of Fisheries or the relevant local government (local governments) in accordance with Paragraphs 17, 20 and 25 of these Regulations.

56. The Board of Fisheries or the relevant local government (local governments) shall notify the participants of the auction of the regulations of the auction of commercial fishing rights leases and the time and place of the auction.

57. In the cases determined in Section 11, Paragraph seven of the Fishery Law, a restricted auction shall take place where only those natural persons and legal persons which have submitted applications for lease of commercial fishing rights and which in accordance with the Fishery Law have priority with regard to lease of commercial fishing rights, shall participate.

[6 December 2005]

58. If the requests for lease of commercial fishing rights of those natural persons and legal persons which in accordance with the Fishery Law have priority with respect to lease of commercial fishing rights have been satisfied in full, the remaining lease possibilities of commercial fishing rights shall be offered in an open auction.

59. The starting price in an auction for lease of commercial fishing rights shall be determined in accordance with Paragraphs 88 and 89 of these Regulations.

60. If, in accordance with the conditions determined in Paragraph 28 of these Regulations, an auction of commercial fishing licences is to take place, the requirements of this Chapter shall be observed.

XI. Type, Content and Constituent Parts of Lease Agreements

61. A lease agreement for a body of water with respect to the types of utilisation for fisheries purposes specified in Paragraph 2 of these Regulations shall be entered into by the Board of Fisheries, and the lease agreement shall indicate that:

61.1. the lessor shall show to the lessee the boundaries of the body of water on site in accordance with the plan of the body of water and shall hand over the leased body of water in such a condition as it has been evaluated in the exploitation rules of the body of water at the moment of entering into the agreement;

61.2. the lessee shall ensure monitoring of the leased body of water and shall not permit illegal activity of any third persons therein, as well as inform the lessor of illegal activities by land owners (users) or other lessees of the body of water, which activities affect or might harm the hydro-biological condition of the leased body of water and the environment;

61.3. the lessee shall not impede performance of research in the leased body of water which  research is co-ordinated with the lessor;

61.4. payment for lease shall include payment for types of utilisation of the body of water provided for in the agreement, as well as the part of the lease payment to be transferred to the State basic budget revenue for the establishment of the Fish Fund;

61.5. the agreement can be unilaterally terminated before expiry of the time period thereof if:

61.5.1. the lessee within six months from entering into the agreement has not commenced activities provided for by the agreement, has failed to fulfil or has violated the conditions of the agreement;

61.5.2. the lessee has delayed lease payments for more than a month and payments are not made within two weeks of the receipt of a reminder from the lessor; or

61.5.3. in accordance with the opinion of an environmental protection institution or scientific recommendations, the protective measures taken with respect to fish resources of State institutions render the performance of the agreement impossible.

[6 January 2004]

62. Local governments shall enter into a lease agreement for a body of water with respect to the types of utilisation specified in Paragraph 3 of these Regulations in accordance with relevant regulatory enactments.

63. Local governments, which have agreed on management of fish resources with the Board of Fisheries, and the Board of Fisheries shall enter into an agreement for lease of commercial fishing rights on the basis of a model agreement approved by the Board of Fisheries.

64. Lessors of bodies of water and commercial fishing rights are entitled to include additional conditions for the lessee in the lease agreement, taking into account the needs of the environment and fish resource protection, as well as local socio-economic factors. Depending on the area of the relevant body of water and on the type of utilisation for fisheries purposes, such conditions, in accordance with Sub-paragraph 6.5 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 388 of 19 December 1995, By-law of the Fish Fund, shall indicate the part of the lease payment for public bodies of water and for lease of those bodies of water which are not owned privately to be transferred to the State basic budget revenue for the establishment of the Fish Fund (hereinafter – the part of the lease payment to be transferred to the State basic budget revenue for the establishment of the Fish Fund) if the body of water is leased for the types of utilisation for fisheries purposes specified in Paragraph 2 of these Regulations.

[6 January 2004]

65. Exploitation rules for the body of water shall be a part of the lease agreement for the body of water which rules, upon an order of the lessor of the body of water, for the whole period of time indicated in the term of lease of the body of water, shall be developed according to competition procedures by the Latvian Fish Resources Agency or other legal persons whose by-laws provide for scientific research and whose developed exploitation rules for the body of water are co-ordinated by the Latvian Fisheries Research Institute.

[29 August 2006]

66. The exploitation rules for the body of water shall reflect the economic activities intended within the time period specified in the lease agreement, the measures necessary for environmental protection and maintenance of the ecological balance and renewal of fish resources, and other measures in conformity with local circumstances on the basis of a request by the lessor or proposals of the lessee, as well as in leasing a body of water for types of utilisation for fisheries purposes specified in Paragraph 2, the following shall be indicated:

66.1. assessment of fish resources and the food basis thereof;

66.2. a characterisation of previous utilisation for fisheries purposes;

66.3. an opinion with respect to the possible types of utilisation of the body of water for fisheries purposes;

66.4. commercial fishing limits;

66.5. conditions or restrictions for commercial fishing or angling;

66.6. organisational measures for angling;

66.7. measures for fish farming (species of fish to be stocked, age and number);

66.8. measures for fish protection; and

66.9. requirements for utilisation of towpaths.

67. The exploitation rules for a body of water accompanying a lease agreement for a body of water shall be approved by the commissioning party – the lessor of the body of water, and the regulations shall be co-ordinated with the local government (local governments), the Board of Fisheries and the regional environmental board.

68. Each year a protocol to the commercial fishing rights lease agreement shall be drawn up indicating the amount of the fishing gear or fishing limit allocated to the lessee for the current year of lease, as well as the amount of lease payment.

69. Amendments to the protocol of the commercial fishing rights lease agreement (increase or reduction of the limit) may be introduced during the year upon mutual agreement, except the cases specified in Paragraph 70 of these Regulations.

70. During the year, the lessor shall unilaterally make amendments to the protocol of the commercial fishing rights lease agreement, reducing the fishing limit if:

70.1. during three-quarters of the current year the lessee has not caught half of the amount of catch intended for the lessee. After reduction of the amount of catch the remaining part shall not be less than one third of the part of the catch amount used during three quarters of the lease year, allowing for an increase of 10%;

70.2. within a period of six months the lessee has not started using the specified quantity limit of fishing gear for him or her or is utilising less than three quarters of the specified quantity of fishing gear; or

70.3. in accordance with the opinion of the Ministry of Environment or scientific recommendations, the measures of fish resource protection taken are the cause for reduction of the fishing limit.

[6 January 2004]

XII. Rights and Duties of Lessees and Lessors

71. A lessee of a body of water has the right and duty to utilise the body of water for the purposes specified in the lease agreement within the time period provided for by the agreement.

72. A lessee of commercial fishing rights has the right and duty to fish, using the type and amount of fishing gear provided for in the lease agreement, taking into account the amounts of catch intended for the relevant bodies of water of fishing locations (fishing areas), and the time periods and procedures for making lease payments provided for in the lease agreement.

73. A lessor of a body of water and commercial fishing rights has a duty to provide the lessee with support in implementing the lease agreement, and by its own activity or by entering into another lease agreement to prevent activities of third persons, which may harm the lessee.

74. A lessor of commercial fishing rights has a duty to provide the lessee during the term of operation of the lease agreement with maximum opportunities to utilise fish resources taking into account the fishing opportunities of the lessee and priority for receipt of additional fishing limit in accordance with Chapter XIII of these Regulations.

XIII. Utilisation of Leased Commercial Fishing Rights and Licensing of Commercial Fishing
75. In utilising commercial fishing rights, the total allowable catch limits and fishing limits developed by the Board of Fisheries and co-ordinated by the Ministry of Environment, which the Board of Fisheries has specified for the waters in the territory of the local government, in which fishing rights in accordance with Paragraph 17 of these Regulations are leased by the territorial local government, shall be observed.

[6 January 2004; 6 December 2005]

76. Leased commercial fishing rights may be utilised in accordance with fishing limits specified for the commercial fishing rights lessee by the Board of Fisheries or the relevant local governments, which limits have been specified in the protocol of the commercial fishing rights lease agreement. The amount of catch or fishing gear for the lessee shall be determined taking into account the commercial fishing or personal consumption fishing type, fishing possibilities of the lessee and the efficiency during the previous time period of the utilisation fishing rights, as well as the total amount of the fishing limit, the total number of lessees of fishing rights, the priorities of territorial local government fishermen, and other fisheries and regional factors.

[6 December 2005]

77. Fishing limits, which in accordance with the procedures set out in Paragraph 76 of these Regulations remain unallocated to lessees of commercial fishing rights, may be additionally allocated during the year to existing lessees, taking into account the fishing possibilities and efficiency of the lessee, or the limits may be offered to other commercial fishing rights lessees.

78. A lessee of commercial fishing rights shall fish in the inland and coastal waters with fishing gear, the amount of which has been specified in the protocol of the lease agreement, or use the allocated amount of catch if such has been determined, after making the lease payment for the current year to the lessor of fishing rights or a fishing licence for coastal fishing from the State Environment Service Marine and Inland Waters Administration of the Ministry of Environment (hereinafter – Marine and Inland Waters Administration).  A commercial fishing licence shall be issued on the basis of the amount of fishing gear (amount of catch) specified in the protocol of the commercial fishing rights lease agreement after the lease payment for the current year has been settled.

[6 January 2004; 29 August 2006]

79. Upon the receipt of a licence at the Marine and Inland Waters Administration a lessee of commercial fishing rights shall commence fishing with vessels in the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga beyond the coastal area, as well as in the international waters and waters of other states. A fishing licence shall be issued on the basis of the amount of catch determined by the protocol of the commercial fishing rights lease agreement.

[29 August 2006]

80. If in the subsequent calendar year due to reasons not related to the contracting parties the amount of catch for separate species of fish is changed (increased or reduced), as well as the allowable amount of fishing gear or fishing types are changed, the lessor of fishing rights shall observe proportionality with respect to lessees as regards the change to these parameters (increase or reduction) when drawing up protocols of commercial fishing rights lease agreements for the current year of lease. 

81. Increases in the amount of catch or number of fishing gear shall be permitted only subsequent to agreement between the lessee and the lessor. If commercial fishing rights are leased for personal consumption fishing, the relevant restrictions specified for personal consumption fishing in commercial fishing regulations shall also be observed. 

[6 December 2005]

82. The amount of catch or fishing gear shall be reduced upon agreement between the parties, or in the cases determined in Paragraphs 70 and 80 of these Regulations, the amount shall be unilaterally determined by the lessor.

83. If the permissible types of fishing change significantly, the commercial fishing rights agreement shall be re-examined or upon agreement between the parties, the operation thereof shall be terminated before expiry of the time period.

84. Upon suggestion of the lessee, operation of the commercial fishing rights agreement in the case referred to in Paragraph 83 of these Regulations shall be suspended for a specified period of time. Suspension of operation of a lease agreement shall not affect the expiry date of the lease agreement.

85. If commercial fishing rights, in accordance with Section 6, Paragraphs four and five of the Fishery Law or in the cases determined by Paragraph 28 of these Regulations, are not leased or are leased in accordance with Section 7, Paragraph three of the Fishery Law, such rights shall be utilised upon receipt of a commercial fishing licence from the Marine and Inland Waters Administration. Payment for the utilisation of commercial fishing rights in inland waters and coastal area prior to the receipt of a fishing licence shall be made to the local government in the administrative territory of which the coastal area or the body of water in which the fishing is intended is located, but payment for utilisation of commercial fishing rights beyond the coastal area – to the National Board of Fisheries.
[29 August 2006]

XIV. Amount of Lease Payments and Payment Procedures

86. Lease payments for bodies of water shall be determined taking into account the area of the body of water, the type of utilisation thereof and other socio-economic factors, as well as the part of lease payment to be transferred to the State basic budget revenue for the establishment of the Fish Fund. Lease payments shall be made to the lessor every year or for the whole duration of the lease in accordance with the procedures and in the amount determined by regulatory enactments or in accordance with the agreement between the lessee and lessor if the payment procedure is not determined by regulatory enactments.

[6 January 2004]

87. If a body of water and commercial fishing rights are leased concurrently, lease payment shall, as appropriate, be divided as follows:

87.1. lease payment for the body of water; and

87.2. lease payment for commercial fishing rights.

88. A basic fee with respect to lease of commercial fishing rights shall be determined in accordance with the Annex to these Regulations, taking into account the type of fishing gear to be leased, fishing location (fishing area), species of fish and the amount of catch.

89. If an auction for commercial fishing rights is carried out, the basic fee shall be the starting price of the auction.

90. Each year the lease payment for commercial fishing shall be indicated in the protocol to the lease agreement.

91. The Ministry of Agriculture is entitled to submit to the Cabinet proposals in accordance with procedures set out with respect to the necessary amendments to the Annex of these Regulations, taking into account the condition of fish resources, the type of fishing gear used, introduction of new fishing gear, the financial situation and fish price levels, as well as other economic factors.

92. Amendments to the Annex of these Regulations may be made not more than once every six months, moreover such amendments shall not affect the lease payment indicated in the protocol of the commercial fishing rights agreement which payment has been determined before the amendments are made.

93. If in accordance with Section 6, Paragraphs four and five of the Fishery Law commercial fishing rights are not leased or are leased in accordance with Section 7, Paragraph three of the Fishery Law, payment for utilising commercial fishing rights shall be made before receipt of a fishing licence and taking into account the amounts of basic fee determined in the Annex of these Regulations.

94. Lessees of commercial fishing rights, for which limits of fishing gear (amount of catch) in inland bodies of water or coastal areas have been set, shall before commencement of fishing and receipt of the licence settle the lease payment for the current year in accordance with the amounts of payment determined by the protocol of the commercial fishing rights lease agreement according to the procedures set out in the agreement or protocol. Payment for lease of commercial fishing rights in inland waters and coastal waters shall be collected by the local government which has entered into an agreement with the National Board of Fisheries with respect to fish resource management and in the administrative territory of which the coastal area or a body of water intended for fishing is located.

95. Lessees of commercial fishing rights for whom the volume of the catch in the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga beyond the coastal area, as well as in the international waters and waters of other states have been determined, shall make the annual lease payment each month in proportional parts until September 30 of the current year in accordance with the amounts of payment and procedures determined in the commercial fishing rights agreement or the protocol thereof, except for cases when the amount of catch in international waters and waters of other states is not determined and payment for lease of fishing rights is to be made in conformity with the actual catch of the previous month until the twenty-fifth date of the month following that month or also it is replaced with the payment, which is provided for in the conditions specified for the acquisition of fishing rights in European Union agreements with third countries. If the annual or monthly lease payment is not made within the specified time period, the operation of the fishing licence shall be suspended or the licence shall be cancelled and further utilisation of commercial fishing rights shall be suspended until the debt is discharged, and a late payment in the amount of 0.5% of the unpaid amount for each day of delay shall be calculated. The National Board of Fisheries shall collect payment for lease of commercial fishing rights beyond the coastal area.
[6 December 2005]

96. If an additional fishing limit is specified, the lessee shall, within ten days of documenting the additional limit in the protocol of the commercial fishing rights lease agreement, pay for the specified additional limit.

97. Angling rights shall be approved by making the payment referred to in the Annex of these Regulations and receiving an angling card. 

[12 October 2004]

98. Funds from the total amount collected for leasing commercial fishing rights or auctioning thereof and the utilisation of commercial fishing and angling rights shall be divided as follows:

98.1. 70% of the total amount of funds each month shall be transferred to the State basic budget revenue for the establishment of the Fish Fund;

98.2. 30% of the funds collected by local governments shall be transferred to the special budget account of local governments for organising of fishing and ensuring the management thereof in the local governments; and

98.3. 30% of the total amount of the funds collected by the Board of Fisheries or institutions of the Ministry of Environment shall be transferred to the base budget account of the referred to institutions for organising of fishing, as well as used for organising of the distribution of angling cards in accordance with Paragraph 29 of these Regulations.

[6 January 2004]

99. The amounts of transfers to be made to the State basic budget revenue for the establishment of the Fish Fund for the commercial fishing licences referred to in Paragraph 28 of these Regulations and the special fishing permits (licences) for a fee referred to in Paragraph 32 of these Regulations shall not be determined by these Regulations and such amounts shall be provided for in other regulatory enactments.

[6 January 2004]

XV. Payment Relief for Lease of Bodies of Water and Commercial Fishing Rights

100. Payment relief by reducing the lease payment provided for by 25% shall be applied to lessees of bodies of water and commercial fishing rights if:

100.1. bodies of water have been leased for such type of utilisation as is related to environmental and nature protection, drinking water supply, scientific research and performance of significant State and local measures;

100.2. for measures related to environmental protection and fish conservation, as well as restocking of fish resources, the lessee utilises the means provided for in the lease agreement, as well as additional funds;

100.3. the lessee of commercial fishing rights catches fish the stocks of which according to scientific evaluation are stable, no additional protection thereof is required and the State is interested in utilising these stocks, as well as to facilitate meliorative fishing; 

100.4. as a result of natural disaster the lessee of commercial fishing rights has lost fishing gear or floating means of conveyance in the previous year of lease which have caused significant losses to the lessee; or

100.5 the lessee of commercial fishing rights fishes for personal consumption and during the year of the lease of the commercial fishing rights he or she has been granted the right to utilise in fishing more than one type of fishing gear (but not at the same time).

[6 December 2005]

101. Payment relief of the lease amount, which exceeds 25% of the lease payment provided for, shall be permitted only with the consent of the Board of Fisheries and the Ministry of Environment when relevant requests with respect to payment relief of lease and substantiation therefor have been examined.

[6 January 2004]

102.  Payment relief shall be applied also to the utilisation of angling rights if the angling cards are sold to organised associations or clubs of anglers.

XVI. Recording of Payments for Lease of Commercial Fishing Rights and Payments for Utilisation of Commercial Fishing and Angling Rights

103. Local governments and institutions of the Ministry of Environment shall compile data at their disposal on a quarterly basis with respect to the utilised or leased commercial fishing rights, lease payments received, as well as funds obtained for utilisation of commercial fishing and angling rights, and funds transferred to the State basic budget revenue for the establishment of the Fish Fund.

[6 January 2004]

104. The data referred to in Paragraph 103 of these Regulations shall be submitted to the Board of Fisheries by the tenth date of the month following the reference quarter.

105. The Board of Fisheries shall compile data received from the Marine and Inland Waters Administration and local governments, as well as data of the Board of Fisheries regarding transfers to the State basic budget revenue for the establishment of the Fish Fund, prepare a report for the relevant quarter and by the end of the month following the reference quarter submit it to the council of the Fish Fund.

[6 January 2004; 29 August 2006]

106. The data referred to in Paragraph 103 of these Regulations shall be submitted to the Board of Fisheries and the report referred to in Paragraph 105 regarding the overall annual results shall be submitted to the council of the Fish Fund by the end of February of the following year and by the end of the first quarter following the accounting year respectively.

[6 January 2004]

107. The type and amount of data and reports to be submitted shall be determined by the council of the Fish Fund.

XVII. Closing Provisions

108. The following are repealed:

108.1. Cabinet Regulation No. 21 of 16 January 1996, Regulations Regarding Lease of Bodies of Water and Commercial Fishing Rights and Procedures for Utilisation of Fishing Rights (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1996, No. 14, and 177; 1997, No. 314; 1998, No. 375/380; 1999, No. 237/238);

108.2. Cabinet Regulation No. 383 of 15 October 1996, Amendment to Cabinet Regulation No. 21 of 16 January 1996, Regulations Regarding Lease of Bodies of Water and Commercial Fishing Rights and Procedures for Utilisation of Fishing Rights (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1996, No. 177);

108.3. Cabinet Regulation No. 403 of 2 December 1997, Amendment to Cabinet Regulation No. 21 of 16 January 1996, Regulations Regarding Lease of Bodies of Water and Commercial Fishing Rights and Procedures for Utilisation of Fishing Rights (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1997, No. 314);

108.4. Cabinet Regulation No. 454 of 15 December 1998, Amendment to Cabinet Regulation No. 21 of 16 January 1996, Regulations Regarding Lease of Bodies of Water and Commercial Fishing Rights and Procedures for Utilisation of Fishing Rights (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1998, No. 375/380);

108.5. Cabinet Regulation No. 259 of 20 July 1999, Amendments to Cabinet Regulation No. 21 of 16 January 1996, Regulations Regarding Lease of Bodies of Water and Commercial Fishing Rights and Procedures for Utilisation of Fishing Rights (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1999, No. 237/238).

109.  Agreements for lease of commercial fishing rights and bodies of water, which agreements have been entered into up to the day of coming into force of these Cabinet Regulations, shall be valid until the moment of extension or renewal thereof.

Acting for the Prime Minister,

Minister for Transport







A. Gorbunovs

Acting for the Minister for Agriculture, 

Minister for Environmental Protection and

Regional Development






V. Makarovs

Annex
Cabinet Regulation No. 433

12 December 2000

Basic Fee for Lease of Commercial Fishing Rights

and Utilisation of Fishing Rights

I. Fishing in the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga Beyond Coastal Waters,

Including Waters of Other Countries

	No.
	Name of  fish species
	Fee for one ton of the catch limit (in lats)*

	
	
	in the Baltic Sea
	in the Gulf of Riga

	1.
	Baltic herring
	1.00
	1.00

	2.
	Sprat
	0.75
	0.75

	3.
	Cod
	10.00
	-

	4.
	Salmon (for 200 pieces)
	20.00
	-

	5.
	Flounder
	6.00
	6.00

	6.
	Turbot
	25.00
	-


Note.

* Based upon Section 2, Paragraph twenty-two of the Law On Value Added Tax, value added tax shall not be applied.

II. Fishing in Coastal Waters of the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga and in Inland Bodies of Water

	 No.
	 Name of fishing gear
	 Fee for one unit of fishing gear limit (in lats)*

	
	
	in coastal area of the Baltic Sea
	 in coastal area of the Gulf of Riga
	 in inland bodies of water

	
	
	
	
	in rivers
	in lakes and reservoirs

	 1.
	Pound net for Baltic herring
	 80
	 100
	 –
	 –

	 2.
	Trap net with fence (coastal waters)
	 50
	 60
	 –
	 –

	 3.
	 Trap net with fence up to 30 m (internal bodies of water)
	 –
	 –
	 10
	 7

	 4.
	 Trap net with fence over 30 m (internal bodies of water)
	 –
	 –
	 25
	 20

	 5.
	Trap net without fence
	 –
	 –
	 7
	 5

	 6.
	Eel trap net
	 30
	 40
	 –
	 –

	 7.
	Eel trap net with fence up to 30 m
	 –
	 –
	 15
	 10

	 8.
	Eel trap net with fence more than 30 m
	 –
	 –
	 –
	 75

	 9.
	 Eelpout trap net
	 –
	 15
	 –
	 –

	 10.
	Stickleback trap net with fence
	 –
	 –
	 25
	 10

	 11.
	Stickleback trap net without fence
	 – 
	 –
	 10
	 –

	 12.
	Flounder seine (opening** up to 40 m)

	 25

 
	 40

 
	 –
	 –

	 13.
	Flounder seine (opening** more than 40 m)
	 50
	  80
	 –
	 –

	 14.
	Fish seine (opening** more than 200 m)
	 20
	 –
	 –
	 –

	 15.
	Fish net, up to 100 m (in coastal waters)
	 5 
	 15
	 –
	 –

	 16.
	Fish net, for each 5 m (for inland bodies of water)
	 –
	 –
	 –
	 1

 

	 17.
	Baltic herring, sprat and smelt net, up to 100 m
	 5
	 5
	 –
	 –

	 18.
	Fish hooks, 100 pieces 
	 7 
	 10
	 –
	 –

	 19.
	Eel migration net
	 –
	 –
	 200
	 200 

	 20.
	Smelt trap net (pound net) 
	 –
	 –
	 –
	50

	 21.
	Chironomid plumosus larvae trammel
	 –
	 –
	 –
	 50 

	 22.
	Turbot nets, up to 70 m
	  7
	 –
	 –
	 –

	 23.
	Crayfish pot
	 –
	 – 
	 2
	 2


Notes.

1. * Based upon Section 2, Paragraph twenty-two of the Law On Value Added Tax, value added tax shall not be applied.

2. ** Seine opening – the distance between ends of the wings in extended position.

3. Fee for one unit of fishing gear limit may be doubled in accordance with the decision of the relevant local government, taking into account the advantages of local fishing, market accessibility and the content of valuable fish species in the catch.

III. Lamprey Fishing in Rivers

	 No.
	 Name of the fishing gear
	 River or a stretch thereof
	 Fee for one unit of fishing gear limit (in lats)*

	 1.
	Trap net, creel, net
	Roja, Saka, Venta (from Zlēkas up to Vārve)
	 120

	 2.
	Trap net, creel, net
	Brasla, Daugava (at Salaspils), Gauja, Grīva, Irbe, Ķekava, Rīva, Užava, Venta (at Kuldīga)
	 60

	 3.
	Trap net, creel, net
	Daugava (at Rīga), Lielupe, Vitrupe, other rivers
	 30

	 4.
	Weir (weir No. 1 or weir No. 3)
	Salaca
	 700

	 5.
	Weir (weir No. 2)
	Salaca
	 3000

	 6.
	 Weir
	 Svētupe
	 80


Notes. 

1. * Based upon Section 2, Paragraph twenty-two of the Law On Value Added Tax, value added tax shall not be applied.
2. Fee for one unit of fishing gear limit may be doubled in accordance with the decision of the relevant local government, taking into account the advantages of local fishing, market accessibility and the content of valuable fish in the catch.
IV. Fishing in International Waters Outside the Waters of the Baltic Sea

	 No..
	 Name of fish or other sea products
	Fee for catch limit (in lats)*

	
	
	for one ton
	for one day of a fishing vessel

	 1.
	Halibut
	 20
	 –

	 2.
	Shrimp
	 15
	70 

	 3.
	Squid
	 12
	 –

	 4.
	Ocean perch
	 8
	 –

	 5.
	Fish of other species
	 6
	 –


Note.

* Based upon Section 2, Paragraph twenty-two of the Law On Value Added Tax, value added tax shall not be applied.

V. Amateur Fishing – Angling

	 No.
	General angling rights in accordance with regulatory enactments regulating angling 
	Fee (in lats)

	
	
	 without PVN
	 PVN 18 %
	 together with PVN

	 1.
	 Angling card for a year
	 4.24
	 0.76
	 5

	 2.
	Short-term angling card (for three months)
	 1.70
	 0.30
	 2

	 3.
	 Short-term angling card (for three months) if it is obtained at the fishing location
	 2.54
	 0.46
	 3


[12 October 2004; 6 December 2004; 29 August 2006]

Acting for the Minister for Agriculture,

Minister for Environmental Protection

and Regional Development






V. Makarovs

Transitional Provisions Regarding Amendments 

to Cabinet Regulation No. 433, Regulations Regarding Lease of Bodies of Water and Commercial Fishing Rights and Procedures for Utilisation of Fishing Rights

Transitional Provision

(regarding amending Cabinet Regulation No. 726 of 29 August 2006)

Sub-paragraph 1.11 of these Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 2007.

Translation © 2007 Tulkošanas un terminoloģijas centrs (Translation and Terminology Centre)
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