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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 435

Adopted 9 October 2001

General Welfare Requirements for Farm Animals 
Issued pursuant to Section 10, Clause 1 of the Animal Protection Law
1. These Regulations determine general welfare requirements for keeping of farm animals, except the keeping of animals during racing, fairs, auctions and exhibitions, as well as the rights and obligations of the keeper of farm animals.

2. Workers with relevant abilities and professional skills shall tend animals.

3. Farm animals shall be fed and watered with wholesome feed and drinking water appropriate for the age and species of animal, observing intervals that correspond to the physiological needs thereof.

4. The automated and mechanical equipment of holdings for farm animals shall be checked at least once a day and defects determined shall be rectified without delay in order to ensure the health and welfare of the animals.

5. Farm animals shall be provided with necessary physical activity in conformity with their physiological needs. If necessary, free movements of animals shall be restricted without causing them suffering or injuries.

6. Keeping of farm animals in permanent darkness or permanent artificial illumination is not permitted.

7. Farm animals, which are kept outdoors, shall be protected from unfavourable weather conditions and predators.

8. In the construction and equipping of animal holdings, paddocks and pens, materials shall be used that:

8.1. do not give off substances harmful to the health and life of animals; and

8.2. are easy to clean, wash and disinfect.

9. Equipment of animal holdings for farm animals shall not have sharp edges or protuberances that could injure the animals.

10. Feeding and watering places for farm animals shall be arranged so as to restrict the possibility of feed and water contamination and to provide easy access for all animals to the feeding and watering places.

11. In animal holdings for farm animals :

11.1. air temperature appropriate to the age and species of animal shall be ensured;

11.2. ventilation shall be installed; and

11.3. lighting shall be provided 

12. Animal holdings equipped with an artificial ventilation system:

12.1. shall be equipped with an alarm system that signals ventilation disturbances; and

12.2. shall be provided with a back-up ventilation system.

13. Keepers of farm animals have the following rights:

13.1. if necessary for an animal, to receive emergency veterinary medical assistance;

13.2. to obtain an opinion from a practising veterinarian regarding the health of an animal or of the cause of its death; and

13.3. to receive a written certificate from a practising veterinarian regarding veterinary medical procedures performed on an animal and the results of such procedures.

14. Keepers of farm animals have the following duties:

14.1. to comply with the requirements of these Regulations;

14.2. to check the state of the animals at least once every 24 hours;

14.3. to promptly ensure care for sick animals and, if necessary, qualified veterinary medical assistance;

14.4. to separate a sick animal if animals are kept together;

14.5. not less than once every 24 hours to remove manure and leftover feed that has gone bad;

14.6.  maintain the premises, equipment and utensils of animal holdings clean, to conduct disinfection, disinsectisation and deratisation in accordance with a plan developed by the keeper of farm animals;

14.7. if infectious disease agents are determined in the animal holding, to clean, wash and disinfect the premises, equipment and utensils in accordance with the instructions of an inspector of the Food and Veterinary Service; and

14.8. to register cases of animal illness and death and keep the relevant information, as well as information on the medical treatment of animals for three years, ensuring accessibility thereto  for inspectors of the Food and Veterinary Service during examination or upon demand.

15. These Regulations come into force on 1 January 2002.

16. Sub-paragraph 12.1 of these Regulations comes into force on 1 January 2003.
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