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Regulations for Conformity Assessment of Wheeled Vehicles and Parts Thereof
Issued pursuant to Section 7 of the Law on Conformity Assessment

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the general procedure for conformity assessment of mopeds, motorcycles, tricycles, quadricycles, cars, buses, trucks and trailers (semitrailers) of these vehicles (hereinafter – vehicles), as well as their assembly units, subunits, mechanisms, devices, aggregation units, systems and equipment (hereinafter – parts) which are offered on the market or which are intended for exploitation in Latvia.

2. These Regulations shall not apply to:

2.1. snowmobiles;

2.2. vehicles which have been registered in Latvia up to the date of the coming into force of these Regulations;

2.3. vehicles previously permanently registered in foreign states, which have been produced up to 31 December 2000;

2.4. vehicles which have been temporarily imported from foreign states;

2.5. vehicles the primary function of which is not related to participation in road traffic; and

2.6. second-hand vehicle parts.

3. In the market it is permitted to offer only such vehicles and parts thereof as meet the requirements of these Regulations, as well as the requirements of the relevant technical standards which, in accordance with Section 4, Paragraph three of the Road Traffic Law shall be determined by the Minister for Transport.

4. Conformity assessment of vehicles and parts thereof shall be performed by the Inspectorate of Control and Certification of Vehicles (hereinafter – the Inspectorate) of the non-profit-making organisation State stock company Ceļu satiksmes drošības direkcija [Road Traffic Safety Directorate].

II. General Type Approval Procedure

5. Type approval is an administratively technical conformity assessment procedure, which shall be carried out by a certification authority in order to assess the conformity of the type of a vehicle or parts thereof with the requirements of the relevant technical standards on the basis of reports provided by testing laboratories.

6. Manufacturers, importers or distributors shall submit to the Inspectorate a submission regarding the type approval of a vehicle or parts thereof. The submission shall have appended:

6.1. a technical description of the type of  vehicle or parts thereof;

6.2. technical drawings or photographs of the type of vehicle or parts thereof;

6.3. reports from the testing laboratory or other documents pertaining to the type of the vehicle or parts thereof (upon a request of the Inspectorate or at the discretion of the manufacturer, importer or distributor); and

6.4. a sample conformity certificate with which the manufacturer, importer or distributor shall confirm the conformity of each specific vehicle to the approved type.

7. A separate submission regarding each type of vehicle or parts thereof shall be submitted to a certification authority of no more than one Member State. A Member State is a European Union Member State or any other country which is legally bound by the regulations annexed to the Agreement Concerning the Adoption of Uniform Technical Standards for Wheeled Vehicles, Equipment and Parts which can be Fitted and/or be Used on Wheeled Vehicles and the Conditions for Reciprocal Recognition of Approvals Granted on the Basis of These Standards reached at Geneva on 20 March 1958 within the framework of the UN Economic Commission for Europe.

8. The Inspectorate, having evaluated the documentation submitted, as well as reports from conformity assessment authorities and conformity certifications, shall grant:

8.1. a type approval to the vehicle type which conforms to the technical description submitted and the requirements of the relevant technical standards;

8.2. a multistage type approval to the type of unfinished or finished vehicle which conforms to the technical description submitted and the requirements of the relevant technical standards, taking into account the stage of completeness of the vehicle;

8.3. a parts type approval to the vehicle type which conforms to the technical description submitted and the requirements of the relevant technical standards; or

8.4. a type approval to the type of vehicle parts which conforms to the technical description submitted and the requirements of the relevant technical standards.

9. When granting the type approval the Inspectorate shall issue a type approval certificate.

10. The person who has submitted a submission regarding type approval of the respective vehicle or parts thereof to the Inspectorate shall cover type approval expenses.

11. If the Inspectorate establishes that a vehicle or parts thereof may present a threat to road safety, human health, life or the environment, it shall take a decision not to grant type approval and within 30 working days shall notify the certification authorities of other Member States thereof substantiating its decision.

12. Pursuant to a request of a certification authority of another Member State the Inspectorate shall send to such authority the information regarding the type approvals granted and refused.

13. If the technical standards or these Regulations are amended and the type approval granted by the Inspectorate does not conform to the requirements any longer, the Inspectorate shall notify the manufacturer, importer or distributor at least three months before the expiry of the validity term for the type approval regarding such non-conformity.

14. A submission for making changes in the type approval granted shall be submitted to the certification authority of that Member State which granted the initial type approval.

15. A submission for making changes in a type approval shall be submitted to the Inspectorate in the following cases:

15.1. if the manufacturer, importer or distributor has received the information referred to in Paragraph 13 of these Regulations and wishes to receive a new type approval certificate; or

15.2. if the manufacturer, importer or distributor wishes to introduce changes in the type approval of such type of vehicle or parts thereof as have been granted a type approval by the Inspectorate.

16. If data in the type approval documentation are changed, the manufacturer, importer or distributor shall submit to the Inspectorate that part of the type approval documentation where the respective changes were introduced, clearly indicating the changes made. After updating the type approval documentation, the Inspectorate shall issue a new type approval certificate.

17. If the Inspectorate establishes that additional tests or verifications are required, the Inspectorate shall notify the manufacturer, importer or distributor thereof. The Inspectorate shall issue a new type approval certificate only after successful performance of additional tests or verifications.

18. Upon a request of a certification authority of another Member State, the Inspectorate shall send to such authority the information regarding changes in the type approval.

III. General Type Recognition Procedure

19. Type recognition is an administrative conformity assessment procedure which is conducted by a certification authority in order to attest that the type approval certificate and type approval documentation issued by a certification authority of another Member State comply with these Regulations and the vehicle or parts thereof of the approved type may be offered on the market without additional conformity assessment procedures.

20. The manufacturer, importer or distributor shall submit to the Inspectorate a submission regarding recognition of the type of vehicle or parts thereof. The submission shall have appended:

20.1. a type approval certificate or a copy thereof;

20.2. a technical description of the type of vehicle or parts thereof

20.3. pictures or photographs of the type of vehicle or parts thereof;

20.4. reports from the testing laboratory or other documents pertaining to the type of vehicle or parts thereof (upon a request of the Inspectorate or at the discretion of the manufacturer, importer or distributor); and

20.5. a sample of conformity certificate with which the manufacturer, importer or distributor shall confirm the conformity of each specific vehicle to the approved type .

21. In accordance with the procedures set out by the regulatory enactments the Inspectorate shall recognise the type approval issued by a certification authority of a Member State if it has been granted in accordance with the requirements of the relevant technical standards.

22. The Inspectorate shall issue a registration certificate of the type approval certificate and the information regarding the recognised type approval shall be submitted to the State Certification Register of the Ministry of Economics.

23. If the Inspectorate determines that a vehicle or parts thereof which have been granted a type approval in a Member State may present a threat to road safety, human health, life or the environment, the Inspectorate shall take a decision not to recognise the type approval certificate and shall notify within 30 working days the certification authorities of other Member States substantiating its decision.

IV. Relief

24. The Minister for Transport shall determine relief from fulfilment of certain requirements set out in technical standards.

25. Relief may be provided for the following vehicles and parts thereof:

25.1. special purpose vehicles:

25.1.1. vehicles intended for carrying passengers and for short-term accommodation and which have appropriate equipment (motor caravans);

25.1.2. vehicles intended for the protection of passengers and cargo and which have special bullet-proof equipment (armoured vehicles);

25.1.3. vehicles of emergency medical assistance (ambulances); and

25.1.4. hearses;

25.2. vehicles produced in Latvia which are marked in accordance with the Latvian standard LVS 88:1997 Transportlīdzekļu marķēšana [Marking of Vehicles];

25.3. vehicles and parts thereof which do not comply with the requirements of technical standards (one or several) due to manufacturing concept or technology and specific characteristics; and

25.4. individually imported one-only vehicles that are imported to Latvia by a natural or legal person.

V. Conformity Certificate and Type Approval Marking

26. The manufacturer, importer and distributor of the vehicle shall confirm the conformity of each finished or unfinished vehicle with the vehicle type approved by a conformity certificate.

27. The conformity certificate shall be made of paper, which shall be protected with colour graphics, or watermarks that display the logo of manufacturer.

28. The information to be included in the conformity certificate shall be determined by the Minister for Transport in accordance with Section 4, Paragraph 3 of the Road Traffic Law.

29. The manufacturer of vehicle parts shall attest the conformity of each vehicle part with the approved type of the vehicle part by a marking which shall consist of the type approval mark (Annex), which includes the type approval symbol and the country code, and additional designations in accordance with the requirements of technical standards.

30. The manufacturer, importer or distributor shall indicate the registration certificate number of the type approval certificate in the accompanying retail and wholesale documents of vehicle parts and append a copy of the registration certificate.

VI. Ensuring Production Conformity

31. Before granting type approval the Inspectorate shall verify whether the manufacturer performs the necessary measures and procedures for effective control of the conformity of vehicles or their parts under production with the approved type of vehicle or parts thereof.

32. After receipt of type approval the manufacturer shall:

32.1. ensure the conformity of each vehicle or parts thereof with the approved type of a vehicle or parts thereof;

32.2. control the conformity of each vehicle or parts thereof with the approved type of vehicle or parts thereof during production process;

32.3. ensure access to the testing equipment in order to periodically examine the conformity of vehicles or their parts under production with the approved type of vehicle or parts thereof;

32.4. ensure registration and availability of test results, as well as after co-ordination with the Inspectorate, determine the time period for keeping of test results;

32.5. analyse test results on regular basis in order to examine and ensure the stability of characteristics of vehicles and their parts; and

32.6. carry out repeated tests if non-conformity of a sample or series of samples with the approved type of vehicle or parts thereof has been determined and ensure elimination of deficiencies and restoration of conformity of the vehicle or parts thereof with the approved type as soon as possible.

33. The Inspectorate shall periodically examine the conformity control methods of vehicles or their parts and, using the random selection technique, shall select samples, the conformity of which with the approved type of the vehicle or parts thereof shall be tested in the manufacturer’s laboratory or in a testing laboratory.

34. The manufacturer shall provide the Inspectorate with the possibility to carry out production control during examination.

VII. Market Supervision

35. The functions of a market supervision institution shall be performed by an institution supervised by the Ministry of Economics, the Consumer Rights Protection Centre (hereinafter – the Centre) within the funds provided for this purpose in the law on the State budget for the current year.

36. Offering on the market or permanent registration of vehicles is permitted in Latvia only if such vehicles comply with the vehicle type approved or recognised in Latvia and have a valid conformity certificate.

37. Offering on the market or starting exploitation of vehicle parts is permitted in Latvia only if such vehicle parts comply with the type of vehicle parts approved or recognised in Latvia and are marked accordingly.

38. If the Centre establishes that vehicles or parts thereof offered on the market which have a conformity certificate or are marked accordingly do not comply with the approved type of vehicle or parts thereof, the Centre shall notify the Inspectorate thereof. Offering on the market, registration or use of such vehicles in Latvia may be prohibited until the non-conformity is rectified. The Inspectorate shall notify the manufacturer, importer or distributor of vehicles or parts thereof regarding this within a period of 30 working days.

39. If the Centre determines that vehicles or their parts offered on the market which have a conformity certificate or are marked accordingly may present a serious threat to road safety, the Centre shall notify the Inspectorate thereof. Offering on the market, registration or use of such vehicles in Latvia shall be prohibited. The Inspectorate shall notify the certification authority that granted the type approval within 30 working days substantiating its decision.

40. If the Inspectorate establishes non-conformity in a type approval certificate or type approval documentation, it shall be considered that the conformity with the approved type of vehicle or parts thereof has not been observed except for the cases when technical standards provide for deviations and they have been observed.

41. If the Inspectorate establishes or receives information regarding non-conformity of a vehicle or parts thereof with the approved type of vehicle or parts thereof, the Inspectorate shall, depending on the nature of the non-conformity, warn the manufacturer, importer or distributor, declare the issued conformity certifications invalid or annul the type approval or registration certificate of the type approval certificate granted by the Inspectorate.

42. The Inspectorate, taking into account the completeness stage of the vehicle, may prohibit permanent registration of an unfinished vehicle until its completion.

43. In the case referred to in Paragraph 38 of these Regulations the manufacturer shall take measures prescribed by Sub-paragraph 32.6. The Inspectorate shall notify the certification authorities of other Member States and annul the type approval if necessary.

44. If a certification authority of another Member State indicates that a vehicle or parts thereof which have been granted type approval in Latvia and which have conformity certificate or adequate markings do not conform with the approved type of vehicle and parts thereof, the Inspectorate shall carry out the necessary examinations and notify the manufacturer of the results. If non-conformity is established the manufacturer shall, as soon as possible but not later than within the period of six months after the receipt of the notification, take measures in order to restore conformity with the approved type of vehicle or parts thereof.

45. The Inspectorate shall notify certification authorities of other Member States of each annulment of type approval substantiating its decision.

VIII. Notification and Appeal of Decisions

46. The Inspectorate shall notify of the decision regarding refusal or annulment of type approval or refusal of type recognition in writing motivating the reasons for refusal and indicating the procedures by which it is possible to appeal the decision.

47. The importer or distributor may appeal against the decision of the Inspectorate in accordance with procedures prescribed by law.

IX. Closing Provisions

48. Up to 31 December 2001 for purposes of vehicle conformity assessment, technical standards in which the requirement for conformity of harmful engine emissions with the standards EIRO-1 or EIRO-2 prescribed in the regulations annexed to the Agreement referred to in Paragraph 7 of these Regulations and equivalent technical standards in respect of braking devices and noise levels may be applied.

49. Paragraph 36 of these Regulations in respect of mopeds shall come into force on 1 January 2001.

50. Paragraph 37 of these Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 2002.
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Annex

Cabinet Regulation No. 448

19 December 2000

Samples of Type Approval Marks

1. In Latvia, the type approval mark has been granted in accordance with the requirements of the Directives of the European Union.
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2. In Latvia, the type approval mark has been granted in accordance with the requirements of the regulations of the UN Economic Commission for Europe.
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