Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.


Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 450

Adopted 23 October 2001

Procedures for Keeping, Use, Trade and Killing of Animals Used for Experimental and Scientific Purposes
Issued pursuant to Section 10, Clause 4 of the Animal Protection Law
I. General Provisions
1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures for keeping, use and trade of animals (hereinafter – animals) to be used for experimental and scientific purposes (hereinafter – experiments), and animal welfare requirements, as well as the procedures and methods for killing animals. 

2. Animals intended for experiments: 

2.1. shall be raised in animal breeding establishments (companies); 

2.2. shall be used in animal user establishments (companies); and 

2.3. shall be supplied by animal supplying establishments (companies). 

3. The Food and Veterinary Service: 

3.1. shall include animal breeding, animal user and animal supplying establishments (companies) in the list of facilities under State supervision; and 

3.2. shall perform State monitoring and control of animal breeding, animal user and animal supplying establishments (companies) in accordance with these Regulations. 

4. The Food and Veterinary Service shall provide the general public with information on: 

4.1. the number and species of animals used in experiments; and 

4.2. the objectives of experiments. 

5. The owners of animal breeding, animal user and animal supplying establishments (companies) shall be liable for compliance with these Regulations. 

6. The owner of an animal breeding, animal user or animal supplying establishment (company) has the obligation: 

6.1. to ensure the keeping, use and care of animals in conformity with the requirements prescribed in these Regulations and other regulatory enactments; 

6.2. to ensure veterinary care of the animals; 

6.3. to inform the inspector of the Food and Veterinary Service if several animals either become ill or die at the same time, and if animals contract an infectious disease; 

6.4. to register the following data: 

6.4.1. the dates on which animals are acquired and sold; 

6.4.2. the person from whom the animals are acquired; 

6.4.3. the number of animals and species acquired and sold; 

6.4.4. the origin and identity of primates, dogs and cats acquired and sold for experimental purposes; and 

6.4.5. the species, number, date and cause of death of animals that have died without being used in experiments; 

6.5. to ensure the training of staff on matters of hygiene and animal welfare. 

7. The data referred to in Sub-paragraph 6.4 of these Regulations shall be kept at least three years and they shall be submitted to the Food and Veterinary Service once a year. 

II. Requirements for Keeping of Animals

8. Animals shall be provided with conditions appropriate to the physiological needs of the species. 

9. Animals shall be fed with food that is harmless to the health of the animals and unspoiled, and appropriate to the physiological needs of the species, and provided with constant access to fresh water that conforms with potable water requirements prescribed in regulatory enactments. 

10. Animal breeding establishments (companies) and animal user establishments (companies) shall be equipped with: 

10.1. a quarantine room for the keeping of animals acquired; 

10.2. at least one holding room for each species; 

10.3. a room for washing, disinfecting and drying of cages, feeding equipment and watering equipment; 

10.4. a room for the storage of food; 

10.5. a room or a separate area for the storage of bedding; 

10.6. a room or a separate area for the storage of cages, feeding equipment and watering equipment; 

10.7. a room for the preparation of food if pelleted feed is not used; 

10.8. a room or closet for the storage of cleaning and washing aids and disinfectants; 

10.9. a changing room for personnel; and 

10.10. sanitary facilities (a lavatory fitted with a water closet and washbasin). 

11. Animal user establishments (companies) shall have specially equipped premises for general or specialised experiments, which shall be separated from the rooms for keeping of animals. 

12. In rooms for the keeping of animals: 

12.1. ceilings and walls shall be smooth, waterproof, easy to clean, wash and disinfect; 

12.2. floors shall be smooth, waterproof, resistant to mechanical damage, easy to clean, wash, disinfect and not slippery. Floors shall be installed so as to ensure the draining of water into the drainage system; and 

12.3. doors and windows shall be tightly closed. Doors shall be equipped with a window. {>Windows that can be opened shall be fitted with screens that prevent insects and rodents from entering the premises. 

13. Premises for quarantine and the keeping of animals, for washing, disinfection and drying of equipment, and for food preparation and food storage shall be equipped with a ventilation system that ensures evacuation of vapour condensate and gases harmful to the health of animals and the inflow of fresh air. 

14. The following shall be ensured in premises for the keeping of animals: 

14.1. ventilation with air exchange 8-20 times per hour, depending on the physiological needs of the relevant species of animals; 

14.2. temperatures appropriate to the physiological needs of the relevant species of animals(Annex 1); 

14.3. natural or artificial lighting appropriate to the physiological needs of the relevant species of animals; 

14.4. relative air humidity of 55% ±10%; 

14.5. sound levels that do not exceed the maximum level permissible for the relevant species of animals; 

14.6. equipment for controlling room temperature; and 

14.7. alarm systems that detect: 

14.7.1. fire; and 

14.7.2. damage to the ventilation and heating system. 

15. Premises for food storage shall be equipped with cooling equipment that ensures the temperature necessary for the storage of food. 

16. Water used for the watering of animals, preparation of food, washing of premises and equipment, and rinsing of the residues of washing aids and disinfectants shall comply with the requirements for drinking water prescribed by regulatory enactments. 

17. Animals shall be kept in cages or enclosures. Specifications for cages for different species of animals are set out in Annex 2 of these Regulations. Specifications for enclosures intended for different species of animals are set out in Annex 2 and 3 to these Regulations. 

18. Cages for the keeping of animals shall be resistant to mechanical and chemical damages made from non-rusting material, harmless to the health of animals, and easy to clean, wash and disinfect. 

19. Cages for cats shall be fitted with smooth shelves that are easy to clean and disinfect. Objects appropriate for sharpening of nails shall be placed in cages. Cats shall also be provided with an exercise area enclosed from all sides.

20. Cages for dogs shall be fitted so that the animals are protected against inclement weather. Litter for sleeping, which is easy to clean and disinfect, shall be placed in cages. The height of the cage shall be at least twice as high as the nape of the dog. Cages shall be separated by a partition to prevent dogs from injuring each other.  Dogs shall be provided with exercise at least once a day in an area specially arranged for this purpose if such is not in conflict with the methods of the experiment,. 

21. The height of cages for primates shall be such that the animals can stand erect. If a single primate is kept in a cage, it shall be provided the possibility to see other animals. 

22. Cages for birds shall be fitted with perches, depending on the species of the birds. The length of water troughs shall be equal or longer than the food trough. If a single bird is kept in a cage, it shall be provided the possibility to see other birds. 

23. Transport conditions for animals shall be as similar as possible to the keeping conditions in the premises for animal keeping. 

24. Animals acquired shall be kept in quarantine facilities. The duration of quarantine for different species of animals is set out in Annex 5 of these Regulations. 

25. The premises and cages for the keeping of animals shall be kept clean and dry. Bedding shall be dry, harmless to the health of animals, and liquid and gas absorbing. 

26. An animal breeding establishment (company) and animal user establishment (company) shall develop: 

26.1. procedures for cleaning, washing and disinfecting of premises, equipment and tools; 

26.2. procedures for cleaning, washing and sterilisation of animal feeding and watering equipment and tools; and 

26.3. procedures for changing of bedding and cages. 

27. Dogs, cats and primates, before they are weaned, shall be provided with an identification mark. 

28. Animals shall be inspected at least once a day. If failure to comply with requirements of animal welfare has been detected, such failure shall be eliminated without delay. 

III. Requirements for Use of Animals
29. Animals shall be used: 

29.1. in the development of medicinal and pharmaceutical products, of foodstuffs and non-food products, as well as to control the quality, effectiveness and security of the products referred to; 

29.2. in biological, medical and veterinary medical experiments; and 

29.3. in experiments to ensure environmental protection. 

30. A permit is necessary for each experiment with animals. The Food and Veterinary Service on the basis of the opinion of the Animal Protection Ethics Council shall issue permits. 

31. To obtain a permit, the leader of an experiment shall submit the following documents to the Food and Veterinary Service: 

31.1. an application, in which the following shall be specified: 

31.1.1. the given name, legal address and registration number of the animal user establishment (company); 

31.1.2. the given name and surname of the leader of the experiment, conformity of his or her education with the requirements referred to in Paragraph 32 of these Regulations; 

31.1.3. the given names and surnames of the persons participating in the experiment; 

31.1.4. the date of the beginning and end of the experiment; and
31.1.5. the location of conducting the experiment; and
31.2. a proposal of the experiment, which shall specify: 

31.2.1. the title of the experiment; 

31.2.2. the justification for the necessity of the experiment; 

31.2.3. the objective of the experiment; 

31.2.4. the list and description of procedures to which the animals will be subjected; 

31.2.5. justification for the use of live animals and use of the relevant animal species; 

31.2.6. the number of animals used in the experiment; 

31.2.7. alternative methods of experiment examined and rejected; 

31.2.8. justification if killing of an animal is intended during the experiment; 

31.2.9. intended methods of anaesthesia, analgesia and euthanasia; and 

31.2.10. reasons for not using anaesthesia or analgesia. 

32. Experiments shall be designed and supervised by a person with a higher medical, veterinary medical or biological education. 

33. Procedures with animals shall be carried out by a person with relevant work experience and under the supervision of a person referred to in Paragraph 32 of these Regulations. 

34. Animals shall be captured: 

34.1. by a person who has work experience with the relevant species of animals; or
34.2. if necessary – by a practising veterinarian using anaesthesia. 

35. If an animal is injured during capture: 

35.1. the animal shall be immediately provided with veterinary medical care; and 

35.2. a practising veterinarian shall determine further use of the animal.

36. In experiments one shall use: 

36.1. the smallest number of animals possible; 

36.2. animals of the lowest phylogenetic level possible; 

36.3. animals acquired from an animal breeding establishment (company) or an animal supplying establishment (company) which are included in the list of facilities monitored by the Food and Veterinary Service; and 

36.4. animals, the necessity of whose use is determined by the objectives of the experiment. 

37. Experiments shall be performed: 

37.1. in an animal user establishment (company); or
37.2. with wild animals – in nature, if such is determined by the objectives of the experiment. 

38. Animals intended for an experiment shall be identified before beginning the experiment. 

39. All experiments shall be carried out under general or local anaesthesia, except the following cases: 

39.1. if anaesthesia is more traumatic to the animal than the experiment; and 

39.2. if anaesthesia of the animal is incompatible with the objectives of the experiment. 

40. If an animal is not provided with anaesthesia, means of pain-relief shall be used to minimise pain, distress or suffering. 

41. An animal shall also be provided with anaesthesia if the animal has suffered serious injury. 

42. If an animal suffers pain when anaesthesia has worn off: 

42.1. pain-relieving means shall be used; or 

42.2. the animal shall be euthanatized 

43. The leader of an experiment shall determine the further use of an animal after the experiment: 

43.1. the animal is euthanatized; 

43.2. an animal is used repeatedly in the experiment; or 

43.3. if the objectives of an experiment so dictate, the animal is released and provided with feeding and keeping conditions appropriate to the physiological needs of the species. 

44. It is prohibited to utilise animals used in experiments in food. 

45. Animals that have been euthanatized shall be cremated. 

46. If an animal is used in an experiment repeatedly, the animal welfare requirements referred to in these Regulations shall be ensured for the animal. 

47. Animals shall not be used repeatedly in experiments that cause pain, distress or suffering. 

IV. Procedures for Killing of Animals
48. An animal shall be euthanatized after an experiment if the animal: 

48.1. is exposed to distress, pain or suffering; or
48.2. can not be utilised in subsequent experiments. 

49. In euthanasia of animals the following methods shall be used: 

49.1. slow administering of CO2; 

49.2. cervical translocation; or
49.3. intensification of general anaesthesia until a lethal result. 

50. Methods, where animals die in pain, convulsions or suffocation are prohibited in the killing of animals. 

V. Procedures for Trading Animals
51. Trade in animals is permitted for animal breeding establishments (companies) and animal supplying establishments (companies) which are included in the list of facilities monitored by the Food and Veterinary Service. 

52. For trade in animals in the territory of Latvia a veterinary certificate is required. For importing of animals into the territory of Latvia or exporting out of the territory of Latvia, a veterinary (health) certificate is required. 

VI. Closing Provision
53. These Regulations come into force on 1 February 2002. 
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Annex I

Cabinet Regulation No. 450

23 October 2001

Room Temperature Appropriate to the Physiological Needs of Animal Species

	No.
	Animal Species
	Temperature °C

	1.
	Primates
	20–28

	2.
	Mice
	20–24

	3.
	Rats
	20–24

	4.
	Syrian hamsters
	20–24

	5.
	Guinea-pigs
	20–24

	6.
	Quails
	20–24

	7.
	Rabbits
	15–21

	8.
	Cats
	15–21

	9.
	Dogs
	15–21

	10.
	Birds
	15–21

	11.
	Pigs
	10–24

	12.
	Goats
	10–24

	13.
	Sheep
	10–24

	14.
	Cows
	10–24

	15.
	Horses
	10–24
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Annex 2

Cabinet Regulation No. 450

23 October 2001

Cage Specifications for Various Animal Species

1. Cage specifications for small rodents and rabbits during the breeding period and between experiments.

Table 1
	No.
	Animal Species
	Minimum cage floor area (cm2) for one animal
	Minimum cage height (cm) from floor to the highest horizontal part

	1.1.
	mice
	180
	12

	1.2.
	rats
	350
	14

	1.3.
	Syrian hamsters
	180
	12

	1.4.
	Guinea-pigs
	600
	18

	1.5.
	rabbits:
	
	

	1.5.1.
	1 kg
	1400
	30

	1.5.2.
	2 kg
	2000
	30

	1.5.3.
	3 kg
	2500
	35

	1.5.4.
	4 kg
	3000
	40

	1.5.5.
	5 kg
	3600
	40


2. Cage dimensions for small rodents during the reproductive period:

Table 2

	No.
	Animal Species
	Minimum cage floor area (cm2) for a female with young
	Minimum cage height (cm) from floor to the highest horizontal part

	2.1.
	mice
	200
	12

	2.2.
	rats
	800
	14

	2.3.
	Syrian hamsters
	650
	12

	2.4.
	Guinea-pigs
	1200
	18

	
	
	1000
	18


(where several adult Guinea-pigs are kept together)

3. Cage dimensions for breeding rabbits:

Table 3
	No.
	Weight of rabbit (kg)
	Minimum cage floor area (m2)
	Minimum cage height (cm) from the floor to the highest horizontal part

	3.1.
	1
	0.30
	30

	3.2.
	2
	0.35
	30

	3.3.
	3
	0.40
	35

	3.4.
	4
	0.45
	40

	3.5.
	5
	0.50
	40


4. Cage dimensions for keeping cats during the breeding period and between experiments:

Table 4
	No.
	Weight of cat (kg)
	Minimum cage floor area (m2) for one animal
	Minimum cage height (cm) from the highest point of the floor to the lowest point of the ceiling
	Minimum cage floor area (m2) for a female cat with young

	4.1.
	0.5–1
	0.2
	50
	—

	4.2.
	1–3
	0.3
	50
	0.58

	4.3.
	3–4
	0.4
	50
	0.58

	4.4.
	4–5
	0.6
	50
	0.58


Notes. 

1. Minimum floor area for cats shall be calculated including also the area of shelves. 

2. Minimum floor area for a female cat with young shall include an area of 0.18 m2 for a box for the kittens. 

5. Cage dimensions for keeping dogs between experiments:

Table 5

	No.
	Height from floor to the nape of the dog (cm)
	Minimum cage floor area for one animal (m2)
	Minimum cage height from the highest point of the floor to the lowest point of the ceiling

	5.1.
	30
	0.75
	twice as high

as the height of

the dog’s nape

	5.2.
	40
	1.0
	

	5.3.
	70
	1.75
	


6. Cage dimensions for pigs held in groups between experiments: 

Table 6
	No.
	Weight of pig (kg)
	Minimum cage floor area (m2) for one pig
	Minimum cage height (cm) from the highest point of the floor to the lowest point of the ceiling

	6.1.
	5–15
	0.35
	50

	6.2.
	15–25
	0.55
	60

	6.3.
	25–40
	0.,80
	80


7. Cage dimensions for birds between experiments:

Table 7
	No.
	Weight of bird

(g)
	Minimum cage floor area (cm2) for one bird
	Minimum cage for two birds
	Minimum feeding  container for three or more birds
	height (cm)
	length for one bird (cm)

	7.1.
	chicks:

	7.1.1.
	100–300
	250
	200
	150
	25
	3

	7.1.2.
	300–600
	500
	400
	300
	35
	7

	7.1.3.
	600–1200
	1000
	600
	450
	45
	10

	7.1.4.
	1200–1800
	1200
	700
	550
	45
	12

	7.1.5.
	1800–2400
	1400
	850
	650
	45
	12

	7.2.
	adult male

	
	2400
	1800
	1200
	1000
	60
	15

	7.3.
	quail

	
	120–140
	350
	250
	200
	15
	4


Note. 

The size of holes in the grated floor in a cage for chicks shall be up to 10x10 mm, in a cage of adult birds 25x25 mm. Thickness of the wire shall be at least 2 mm. 

8. Cage dimensions for keeping of primates between experiments:

Table 8
	No.
	Weight of primate (kg)
	Minimum cage floor area for one or two animals (m2)
	Minimum cage height (cm)

	8.1.
	<1
	0,25
	60

	8.2.
	1–3
	0,35
	75

	8.3.
	3–5
	0,50
	80

	8.4.
	5–7
	0,70
	85

	8.5.
	7–9
	0,90
	90

	8.6.
	9–15
	1,10
	125

	8.7.
	15–25
	1,50
	125
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Annex 3

Cabinet Regulation No. 450

23 October 2001

Dimensions of Enclosure Area for Breeding and Keeping of Dogs Between Experiments

	No.
	Weight of dog (kg)
	Minimum enclosure area for one dog (m2)

	1.
	<6
	0.5

	2.
	6–10
	0.7

	3.
	10–20
	1.2

	4.
	20–30
	1.7

	5.
	>30
	2.0
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Annex 4

Cabinet Regulation No. 450

23 October 2001

Specifications of Enclosure and Feeding Rack (Trough) for Farm Animals in the Breeding Period and Between Experiments

	No.
	Weight of animal (kg)
	Minimum enclosure area for one animal (m2)
	Minimum enclosure length (m)
	Minimum height of enclosure partition (m)
	Minimum enclosure area for one animal, if held in groups (m2)
	Minimum length of a feeding rack (trough) for one animal (m)

	1.
	Pigs:
	
	
	
	
	

	1.1.
	10–30
	2
	1.6
	0.8
	0.2
	0.20

	1.2.
	30–50
	2
	1.8
	1.0
	0.3
	0.25

	1.3.
	50–100
	3
	2.1
	1.2
	0.8
	0.30

	1.4.
	100–150
	5
	2.5
	1.4
	1.2
	0.35

	1.5.
	>150
	5
	2.5
	1.4
	2.5
	0.40

	2.
	Sheep <70
	1.4
	1.8
	1.2
	0.7
	0.35

	3.
	Goats <70
	1.6
	1.8
	2.0
	0.8
	0.35

	4.
	Cattle:
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1.
	<60
	2.0
	1.1
	1.0
	0.8
	0.30

	4.2.
	60–100
	2.2
	1.8
	1.0
	1.0
	0.30

	4.3.
	100–150
	2.4
	1.8
	1.0
	1.2
	0.35

	4.4.
	150–200
	2.5
	2.0
	1.2
	1.4
	0.40

	4.5.
	200–400
	2.6
	2.2
	1.4
	1.6
	0.55

	4.6.
	>400
	2.8
	2.2
	1.4
	1.8
	0.65

	5.
	Adult horse
	13.5
	4.5
	1.8
	—
	—
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Cabinet Regulation No. 450

23 October 2001

Duration of Quarantine for Various Animal Species

	No.
	Animal Species
	Days

	1.
	Mice
	5–15

	2.
	Rats
	5–15

	3.
	Guinea-pigs
	5–15

	4.
	Syrian hamsters
	5–15

	5.
	Rabbits
	20–30

	6.
	Cats
	20–30

	7.
	Dogs
	20–30

	8.
	Primates
	40–60
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