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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 462

Adopted 5 December 2000

Regulations regarding the State Primary Education Standard
Issued pursuant to

Section 14, Paragraph 19 of

the Education Law

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the State primary education standard.

II. Primary Objectives and Tasks of Primary Education Programmes 

2. The primary objectives of primary education programmes are as follows:

2.1. to provide the learner with the basic knowledge and basic skills necessary for a social and personal life;

2.2. to create a basis for the learner’s further education;

2.3. to encourage the harmonic formation and development of the learner; and

2.4. to promote a responsible attitude towards himself or herself, the family, society, the surrounding environment and the State.

3. The primary tasks of the primary education programmes shall be as follows:

3.1. to provide an opportunity to acquire primary knowledge and primary language and mathematics skills;

3.2. to form a preconception and understanding regarding primary natural and social processes, moral and aesthetic values;

3.3. to provide an opportunity to acquire the knowledge and democratic values necessary for a Latvian citizen; 

3.4. to provide an opportunity to acquire basic learning abilities and basic skills in using information technologies;

3.5. to provide an opportunity to gain experience in creative activity; 

3.6. to form a basic conception of the cultural heritage of Latvia, Europe and the world; and

3.7. to cultivate communication and co-operation skills.

III. Mandatory Content of Primary Education Programmes
4. The mandatory content of primary education programmes shall be comprised of the following fields of education: 

4.1. language;

4.2. the basics of technologies and sciences;

4.3. the arts; and

4.4. people and society.

5. The subjects, primary tasks, schooling aspects and general content intrinsic to the fields of education are specified in Annex 1 to these Regulations. 

6. The content of primary education programmes shall be implemented in the following subjects:

6.1. the Latvian language;

6.2. a minority language (if minority education programmes are being implemented); 

6.3. a foreign language;

6.4. literature;

6.5. mathematics (algebra and geometry);

6.6. the natural sciences;

6.7. physics;

6.8. chemistry; 

6.9. biology;

6.10. geography;

6.11. information sciences;

6.12. music;

6.13. the visual arts;

6.14. history;

6.15. the social sciences (civil sciences, introduction to economics, health education);

6.16. ethics and/or Christian studies; 

6.17. housekeeping (handicrafts); and

6.18. sport.

[14 October 2003]
The use of the Latvian language in minority primary education programmes shall be specified by the sample minority primary education programmes approved by the Ministry of Education and Science and the licensed education programmes of educational establishments. They shall include the subject under which the school subjects referred to in Subparagraphs 6.1 and 6.4 shall be combined. 
[14 October 2003]

IV. Fundamental Principles and Procedures for Evaluating Primary Education Acquired by Learners
7. The fundamental principles for evaluating primary education acquired by learners shall be as follows:

7.1. the principle of openness and clarity of requirements – the mandatory content of the subject, including the primary requirements for achievements by the learner shall be specified in the standards for subjects; 

7.2. the principle of summing up positive achievements – the acquired primary education shall be evaluated by summing up positive achievements at the level of memorisation and understanding, the application of knowledge and creative activity;

7.3. the principle of appropriateness of an evaluation – in a final examination assignment (test) – the opportunity shall be given to attest one’s knowledge, abilities and skills in all tasks, questions, examples and situations appropriate for all evaluation levels of learning achievements. The organisation of examination assignments (tests) shall ensure adequate and objective evaluation;

7.4. the principle of diversity of means utilised in determining an evaluation – written, oral and combined examinations, evaluation of individual and group achievements and various test assignments (for example, quizzes, diagnostic tests, project assignments, forecasting assignments, tests and examinations) shall be utilised in the evaluation of learning achievements;

7.5. the principle of periodicity of evaluation – learning achievements shall be evaluated on a regular basis in order to inform regarding the knowledge, abilities, skills and the dynamics of development of the learner’s learning achievements; and

7.6. the principle of mandatory evaluation – it is necessary to acquire a positive evaluation in all teaching subjects of the education programme and State examinations, except for those teaching subjects and State examination assignments from which the learner has been released in accordance with the procedures specified by the Ministry of Education and Science.

8. The learner’s achievements in Grade one the shall be evaluated descriptively – a brief oral and written evaluation regarding the learning activities, learning style, communication and co-operation abilities, attitude towards learning and the dynamics of development of the learning achievements of the learner.

[14 October 2003]
9. In the evaluation of learning achievements of the learner from Grade two to Grade four, a gradual transition from a descriptive evaluation to an evaluation based on a scale of 10 points (Annex 2) shall be implemented in accordance with the procedures specified by the Ministry of Education and Science. 

[14 October 2003]
10. In the social sciences (health education and civil studies), ethics and/or Christian education the learner’s learning achievements from the fifth-grade to the ninth-grade shall be evaluated with “ieskaitīts” [pass] or “neieskaitīts” [failed], in other school subjects – on a scale of 10 points.

[14 October 2003]
11. The State examination assignments at the end of Grade three are as follows:

11.1. a test with a combined learning content; and

11.2. a test in the Latvian language (to be taken by learners acquiring national minority education programmes).

12. The State examination assignment at the end of Grade six shall be as follows:

12.1. a test in the Latvian language;

12.2. a test in mathematics; and

12.3. a test in a minority language (to be taken by learners acquiring national minority education programmes).

[14 October 2003]
13. The State examination assignment at the end of Grade nine shall be as follows:

13.1. an examination in the Latvian language and literature;

13.2. an examination in mathematics;

13.3. an examination in history;

13.4. an examination in a minority language (to be taken by learners acquiring national minority education programmes); and

13.5. not more than three tests in the teaching subjects specified in Paragraph 6 of these Regulations.

[14 October 2003]
14. By the beginning of each school year, the Ministry of Education and Science shall determine the time and procedural requirements for the evaluation of learning achievements.

[14 October 2003]

	Prime Minister
	A. Bērziņš

	Minister for Education and Science
	K. Greiškalns
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5 December 2000

[14 October 2003]

Subjects, Primary Tasks, Educational Aspects and General Content Intrinsic to the Fields of Education 

1. Subjects and Primary Tasks Intrinsic to the Fields of Education 

	No.
	Educational field
	Subjects
	Primary tasks

	1
	2
	3
	4

	1.1.
	Language
	the Latvian language

A minority language (if national minority educational programmes are being implemented)

A foreign language (foreign languages)

Literature
	To form language competence – to understand the idea of a spoken and written text, to express creatively one’s own ideas in writing and orally.

To provide basic knowledge regarding the language system, the conformity to the laws and specific nature thereof.

To develop the culture of language and communication. 

To accentuate a language as a constituent part of the culture of mankind and to form a positive attitude towards language.

To provide the acquisition of at least one foreign language at the colloquial level. 

	1.2.
	Basics of technologies and sciences
	Mathematics (algebra and geometry)

Natural sciences, physics, chemistry and biology

Housekeeping

Geography 

Information science
	To provide basic knowledge regarding the laws of mathematics. To form an experience of mathematical thinking (for example, thinking in numbers, symbols).

To teach the observation of facts and processes in nature, examine the causes and the laws of the processes thereof.

To ensure the use of mathematical abilities in the acquisition of other studies and in practical life.

To form a comprehension of the unity of nature and to create the need to care for the preservation of the environment and health.

To facilitate the use of technologies for searching, compiling, analysing, communicating, information, appropriate to the age, etc. .

	1.3.
	Arts
	Music

The visual arts

Literature

Handicrafts
	To familiarise with various forms of artistic expression. 

To motivate to express one’s own ideas and experiences in creative works and to participate in artistic activities (for example, to sing, act, draw, sculpt, and write).

To form a preconception regarding the diversity of the world of art and to develop the perception of a work of art.

	1.4.
	People and society
	History (the history of Latvia)

Social studies (civil studies, introduction to economics, health education), ethics and/or Christian studies 

Geography

Housekeeping

Handicrafts

Sports
	To provide basic knowledge regarding the main laws of the political life of society and the primary values of democracy, to form a lawful conscience and an understanding of civic duties.

To reveal the effects of the past in the development of society in Latvia, Europe and world.

To form an understanding of ethical values.

To form an understanding of a healthy lifestyle (proper eating habits, the importance of physical activity, a balanced daily regimen and care for the body). 

To involve in physical activities.

To form an understanding of the main laws of economic life, to facilitate the motivated choice of a profession to be acquired and to prepare for it in a timely manner .

To create an understanding of the effects of the cultural and family traditions on a person, to promote the realisation of the value thereof. 


2. Educational Aspects Included in the Fields of Education and the General Content thereof

	No.
	Educational aspects
	General content

	1
	2
	3

	2.1.
	The aspect of self-expression and the creative aspect
	Experience of creative activity.

An independent opportunity to seek and find a solution to practical problems, to discover interconnections.

Cultivation of resourcefulness, imagination. 

The opportunity to work with amateur artistic activities, sports.

	2.2.
	Analytically critical aspect
	Experience of intellectual activity – independent, logical, free of contradictions, motivated, critical and productive thinking. 

The ability to formulate and substantiate one’s own point of view.

The link between the past, present and future.

	2.3.
	Moral and aesthetic aspect
	Comprehension of such notions as fairness, respect, equality, honesty, reliability, responsibility, composure, helpfulness, sensitivity, kindness in mutual interaction amongst people . 

Comprehension regarding the right of a person to equality.

A positive attitude towards the cultural heritage.

	2.4.
	Co-operation aspect
	The ability to co-operate, work in a team.

The ability to listen to and respect different points of view.

The ability to take a decision and to assume responsibility for the implementation thereof.

The ability to act responsibly in conflict situations, extreme situations and to take care of one’s own security and the security of other people, and if necessary, to be able to seek help.

	2.5.
	Communication aspect
	Proficiency in the Latvian language. 

Practical experience in using language.

The ability to communicate (converse, write, read) in several languages.

The ability to speak in public, expresses and substantiate one’s own point of view.

	2.6.
	Aspect of learning and practical activity 
	The ability to independently plan, organises and implement learning. 

The acquisition and use of various knowledge and abilities in practical activity.

The ability to use different types of information, consult, find help in the learning process.

The ability to utilise modern technologies.

	2.7.
	Mathematical aspect
	The application of mathematics in practical life (for example, measuring, computation, comparison, illustration in diagrams, graphs).


	Minister for Education and Science
	K. Greiškalns
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Evaluation of Educational Achievements of a Learner on a Scale of 10 Points

1. The following criteria shall form the evaluation of educational achievements on a scale of 10 points:

1.1. the scope and quality of the acquired knowledge;

1.2. acquired abilities and skills;

1.3. attitude towards schooling; and

1.4. dynamics of the development of learning achievements.

2. The achievements of as learner in a teaching subject shall be expressed on a 10-point scale (10 – “izcili” [outstanding], 9 – “teicami” [excellent], 8 – “ļoti labi” [very good], 7 – “labi” [good], 6 – “gandrīz labi” [almost good], 5 – “viduvēji” [mediocre], 4 – “gandrīz viduvēji” [almost mediocre], 3 – “vāji” [poor], 2 – “ļoti vāji” [very poor], 1 – “ļoti, ļoti vāji” [very, very poor]). In a regular examination where the evaluation of learning achievements in accordance with the 10-point scale is impossible, a pedagogue shall evaluate the learning achievements with “ieskaitīts” [pass] or “neieskaitīts” [failed].

3. When determining the evaluation on a 10-point scale the criteria shall be evaluated as a whole:

3.1. the learner shall obtain 9 or 10 points if he or she:

3.1.1. has acquired the knowledge and abilities at the level enabling him or her to perceive, memorise, reproduce, apply as a model in a similar situation the content of the teaching, as well as be able to utilise it independently for the acquisition of new knowledge and the solving of creative tasks; 

3.1.2. is able to solve relevant problems, substantiate and logically argue an idea, to distinguish and explain regularities; 

3.1.3. is able to synthesise the separate knowledge and abilities into one outlook, to correlate correctly with reality; 

3.1.4. is able to express his or her own point of view independently, define the evaluation criteria and predict consequences; and 

3.1.5. is able to respect and evaluate a different point of view, promotes co-operation in solving learning problems; 

3.2. the learner shall obtain 6, 7 or 8 points if he or she: 

3.2.1. is able to reproduce the content of teaching with understanding (in full or close thereto), distinguishes regularities and problems, differentiates between the essential and insignificant; 

3.2.2. is able to utilise the knowledge and abilities according to the model, analogy or in a familiar situation, performs standardised and combined training assignments; 

3.2.3. performs whatever is assigned conscientiously, demonstrates skills, as well as the characteristics of a developed will; 

3.2.4. expresses a personal attitude in the basic issues of the teaching content, more at the level of finding than of analysis; 

3.2.5. has acquired the skill of co-operation and communication; 

3.2.6. learning achievements are developing successfully; 

3.3. the learner shall obtain 4 or 5 points if he or she:

3.3.1. has become acquainted with the specified learning content, is able to differentiate between the essential from the insignificant, knows and is able to define the concepts, main laws and regularities, is able to formulate the conditions for recognition, performs standardised tasks with almost no mistakes; 

3.3.2. lays out the content of teaching sufficiently clearly and comprehensibly; 

3.3.3. utilises the traditional cognitive method in studying, following the instructions of the pedagogue; 

3.3.4. is able to express a personal attitude utilising the memorised content of the teaching; 

3.3.5. has acquired the basic skill of co-operation and communication; 

3.3.6. learning achievements are developing; 

3.4. the learner shall obtain 1, 2 or 3 points if he or she:

3.4.1. is able merely to perceive and recognise the content of the teaching, but memorises and reproduces an insufficient amount of the content to be acquired (less than 50 %), performs primitive tasks only according to a model in a very familiar situation, performs only part of the tasks without mistakes; 

3.4.2. lays out the content of the teaching, but in a manner incomprehensible to others, rarely differentiates between the essential and the insignificant; 

3.4.3. is able to express a personal attitude episodically or lacks his or her own point of view; 

3.4.4. the ability to co-operate is little developed; and 

3.4.5. the development of learning achievements is insufficient. 

4. The evaluation of the learning achievements of a learner in a subject according to the 10-point scale in compliance with these Regulations, the standard of the subject, as well as the programme of the subject in a particular grade shall be determined in further detail by the pedagogue of the subject.

5. The evaluation criteria in the State examination assignment shall be the scope and quality of the acquired knowledge, ability and skills of the learner.

	Minister for Education and Science
	K. Greiškalns
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