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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 487

Adopted 20 November 2001

Regulations regarding the Distribution of Films

Issued pursuant to

Section 14, Paragraph three of the 

Law on the Structure of the Cabinet

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures for the distribution of films and the procedures by which the registration of producers (manufacturers) and distributors, as well as the registration of film distribution points and films shall be carried out.

2. The distribution of films within the meaning of these Regulations shall be the offering of a film to the public (trade, lease, public demonstration, also broadcasting on television programmes and on the Internet). Public demonstration of a film shall be a demonstration of a film in a public area, using the relevant technical device (in a cinema, on video, on television screens, also transmission and retransmission on ether television and cable television programmes or using a satellite and the Internet).

3. Taking into account the conditions referred to in a film’s registration certificate, the distribution of only those films registered in the Latvian National Cinematography Centre (hereinafter – Cinematography Centre), under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Culture, shall be allowed in the territory of Latvia, except:

3.1. television films intended for demonstration only on television programmes;

3.2. concert programmes and video-clips owned by music producers;

3.3. video recordings of the religious services of religious organisations; and

3.4. films which are imported for demonstration in international film shows – festivals, symposiums, and at other scientific, cultural and educational events. Organisers of festivals, symposiums, as well as scientific, cultural and educational events shall submit a list of films intended for demonstration to the Cinematography Centre not later than 15 days before the demonstration of the films. The organiser of an event (a natural or legal person responsible for the organisation and progress of an event) shall be responsible for the observance of the copyright and neighbouring rights of the films to be demonstrated. The Cinematography Centre has the right to verify the exploitation rights of the films to be publicly demonstrated.
4. A legal person registered with the Cinematography Centre may distribute films in Latvia in accordance with the distribution types and distribution points indicated in the registration certificate.

5. Distribution of pornographic films and their public demonstration in the specified distribution point shall be co-ordinated with the local government and the referred to activities shall be performed in accordance with the Cabinet Regulation No. 348 of 22 November 1995, Regulations regarding the Import, Production, Distribution, Public Demonstration or Advertising of Materials of a Pornographic and Erotic Nature.

6. Films and filmed materials of producers (manufacturers) shot in Latvia regardless of media may be exported out of Latvia only by producers (manufacturers) registered at the Cinematography Centre.

II. Registration of Film Producers (Manufacturers) and Distributors, as well as Distribution Points

7. In order to register a film producer (manufacturer) and distributor, as well as a distribution point, the following documents shall be submitted to the Cinematography Centre:

7.1. an application in which the intended types of activity shall be indicated;

7.2. a copy of the registration certificate of the undertaking (company) or organisation, presenting the original;
7.3. a statement from the State Revenue Service regarding the entering into in the record of tax payers;

7.4. if public demonstration of films in cinemas and video presentation locations is intended, the following additional information shall be indicated:

7.4.1. the number of seats in the auditorium;

7.4.2. ownership of the premises;

7.4.3. intended working conditions per month, week, day;

7.4.4. technical characteristics of the projection and sound reproducing devices; and

7.4.5. the qualifications and length of service of the technical service staff (engineers, operators, projectionists);

7.5. if the demonstration of films on cable television programmes is intended, the following additional information shall be indicated and the following documents shall be submitted:

7.5.1. a copy of the cable television registration certificate issued by the National Broadcasting Council of Latvia, presenting the original;

7.5.2. a copy of the State Telecommunications Inspection permit, presenting the original;

7.5.3. information regarding the number of channels and the potential audience of viewers; and

7.5.4. documents that attest to the right to use the television programmes of other countries;

7.6. if the demonstration of films on broadcasting and satellite television programmes is intended, a broadcasting organisation shall submit a copy of a broadcasting permit (licence) issued by the National Broadcasting Council of Latvia, presenting the original; and

7.7. for the distribution of pornographic films at a specific place, a film distributor shall submit the consent of the local government, in the territory of which the pornographic film distribution point is situated.

8. If the submitted documents have been drawn up incompletely or any of the documents referred to in Paragraph 7 of these Regulations have not been submitted, the Cinematography Centre shall postpone the consideration of the matter for ten days and shall notify the submitter of an application thereof. The matter shall be considered after receipt of the necessary information.

9. The Cinematography Centre shall make a decision regarding registration or a substantiated refusal within 15 days after the receipt of a registration application and check of the documents. A refusal decision may be appealed according to the procedures specified in regulatory enactments.

10. A registration certificate, in which information regarding the undertaking (company) of the recipient of a certificate has been indicated (modus operandi, certificate number, date of issue and term of validity), shall be issued for one year. If public demonstration of a film in recreational areas during the relevant season is intended, a registration certificate shall be issued for a three to six month time period in accordance with the time period for operation specified in the application.

11. A registration certificate shall be issued upon the presenting of a receipt form regarding payment of the State fee in accordance with the regulatory enactments regarding the State fee for the registration of film producers (manufacturers) and distributors, film distribution points and films.

12. The Cinematography Centre has the right to annul the registration certificate of a film producer (manufacturer) and film distributor if it is determined that the information provided is false or the recipient of the registration certificate has violated these Regulations.

13. A recipient of a registration certificate does not have the right to transfer the registration certificate to other persons.

14. Persons shall be held liable, in accordance with regulatory enactments, for the commencement of activities without a registration certificate and for continuation of activities after the annulment or expiration of the term of validity of a registration certificate.

15. If a registration certificate has been lost, the Cinematography Centre, upon receipt of a written request and an explanation regarding the conditions of the loss of a certificate, shall issue a duplicate of a registration certificate on which the word “DUBLIKĀTS” [DUPLICATE] shall be entered. A State fee shall be collected for the issuance of a duplicate in accordance with the regulatory enactments regarding the State fee for the registration of film producers (manufacturers) and distributors, film distribution points and films.

16. A film distributor is entitled to engage in the modus operandi specified in a certificate in one or several places after the receipt of a registration certificate. A registration certificate for a film distribution point is required for each specific place of activity.

17. The following information shall be indicated in a registration certificate for a film distribution point:

17.1. the place (address), in which films shall be distributed;

17.2. the permitted film distribution pattern;

17.3. the responsible undertaking (company) or organisation;

17.4. the person (employee) responsible for the storage of films and the observance of film distribution provisions; and

17.5. the term of validity of the certificate.

18. An original of the certificate for a film distribution point shall be placed in the operating premises in a location visible to visitors. 

19. A registration certificate for a film distribution point shall be issued for a specified period of time in accordance with the term of validity of the registration certificate of a film distributor’s modus operandi. A registration certificate for a film distribution point shall be issued upon the presenting of a receipt form regarding payment of the State fee in accordance with the regulatory enactments regarding the State fee for the registration of film producers (manufacturers) and distributors, film distribution points and films.

20. If infringements of these Regulations have been determined in a place of activity specified in the registration certificate for a film distribution point, the Cinematography Centre is entitled to annul the registration certificate of the film distribution point concerned. A decision to annul a certificate may be appealed according to the procedures set forth in the regulatory enactments.

III. Film Registration and the Drawing up, Issuance and Annulment of a Film Registration Certificate

21. A film’s registration shall give the right to distribute it in the following ways:

21.1. public demonstration of films in cinemas and in cinema presentation locations;

21.2. duplication, trade and leasing of an unlimited number of video tape recordings for individual use, as well as the transfer of these rights to a third person;

21.3. demonstration of films and video tape recording on television programmes; and

21.4. the entering and demonstration of films and video tape recording on the Internet.

22. In order to register a film, the following shall be submitted to the Cinematography Centre:

22.1. an application which indicates the information referred to in Paragraph 29 of these Regulations; 

22.2. documents which shall confirm the ownership rights to a film or the rights to film distribution in the territory of Latvia for a submitter of an application for film registration;

22.3. customs documents which shall confirm the legality of the importation into Latvia of the relevant film and its video tape recordings;

22.4. a sample of the packaging of a video cassette or video disc and a sample of the labels on a cassette or disc casing, if the distribution of the video tape recording of a foreign film is intended for sale and leasing; and

22.5. a video tape recording of the film in VHS format in conformity to the technical requirements and in the design intended for distribution, if the film was produced in Latvia;

23. A submitter of an application for film registration shall be responsible for the veracity of the information provided.

24. Controversial points connected with restrictions for children, adolescents and young people on watching the film concerned shall be considered by the Commission of the Cinematography Centre. The by-law and composition of the Commission shall be approved by the Minister for Culture.

25. If the documents submitted are incomplete, do not comply with the requirements of these Regulations or if there are doubts regarding ownership of the film distribution rights, registration shall be postponed for a period not exceeding 30 days and additional information shall be required from the submitter.

26. If a submitter of the application for film registration declines to meet the requirements of the Cinematography Centre, the registration may be refused. A refusal shall be substantiated in writing. A refusal may be appealed according to the procedures specified in the regulatory enactments.
27. A film registration certificate shall be issued for one full-length film, short film or short film programme:

27.1. a film registration certificate for distribution of a multi-series film shall be issued for series actually recorded on a cassette (disc);

27.2. recordings of two or more full-length films or film programmes on one video cassette for distribution in trade and lease shall not be registered; and

27.3. erotic films shall be indexed with the letter “E”, pornographic films – with the letter “P” before the registration number in a film registration certificate.

28. A film registration certificate is a document which confirms the right to use copies of a specific film in the territory of Latvia and in which the permitted distribution types, recording medium, number of copies, term of distribution rights, and other extraordinary rights and restrictions, as well as the owner of the said rights in Latvia shall be indicated.

29. The following information shall be indicated in an application for film registration and in a registration certificate:

29.1. the name of the film in the official language, original language and in the language of the text translation;

29.2. the country and cinema company (studio) which produced the film;

29.3. the year in which shooting of the film was completed;

29.4. the director’s given name and surname; 
29.5. the film’s genre, footage and demonstration time;

29.6. the rights to certain kinds of film distribution, the term of these rights and the licence agreements or the licence approving these rights;

29.7. the number of copies intended for distribution;

29.8. the age limit of the viewing public; and

29.9. other conditions provided for in the agreement regarding utilisation of the rights to the film’s distribution.

30. A film registration certificate shall be drawn up within 30 days of the receipt of an application. A certificate shall be valid during the term of the distribution rights for a registered film.

31. A film registration certificate shall be issued upon the presenting of a receipt form regarding payment of the State fee in accordance with the regulatory enactments regarding the State fee for the registration of film producers (manufacturers) and distributors, film distribution points and films.

32. The Cinematography Centre is entitled to annul a film registration certificate in the following cases:

32.1. if notification from an issuer (owner) of distribution rights regarding discontinuation of obligations with an acquirer of film distribution rights in Latvia has been received;

32.2. if it is revealed that a recipient of a film registration certificate has provided false information when applying a film for registration; and

32.3. if a recipient of a film registration certificate has violated the rights for use of a film and these Regulations.

33. The Cinematography Centre shall notify the recipient of an annulment of a film registration certificate in writing. A decision to annul a film registration certificate may be appealed according to the procedures specified in the regulatory enactments.

34. A holder of a film registration certificate shall ensure the withdrawal from circulation of the copies (cassettes, discs) of the film concerned, shall terminate the distribution thereof in the territory of Latvia and shall hand over the annulled film registration certificate to the Film Registry within two days of the receipt of a notification regarding the annulment of a film registration certificate, if it is not specified otherwise in the notification from the Cinematography Centre.

IV. Duties of the Holder of a Film Registration Certificate 

35. Before distribution, a holder of a film registration certificate shall ensure each copy of a film (a film reel copy’s box, videocassette, and videodisc) with information of the following content imprinted typographically and in the official language:

35.1. the name of the film;

35.2. the age limit of the viewing public;

35.3. the number of the film registration certificate ; and

35.4. the name, address, and phone number of the undertaking (company) of the recipient of the registration certificate. 

36. A holder of a film registration certificate shall ensure that the information conforming with the requirements referred to in Paragraph 35 of these Regulations shall be on the casings of video cassettes and video discs intended for lease.

37. A holder of a film registration certificate shall attach a copy of the film registration certificate approving the right to publicly demonstrate the film in a specific way to a video tape recording which is permitted to be utilised for public demonstration.

38. When marketing copies of films or video tape recordings with further distribution rights, a holder of a film registration certificate shall verify whether a person who wants to receive a film for public demonstration, selling or leasing has been registered in the Cinematography Centre as a film distributor of the relevant type.

39. When marketing video tape recordings with distribution rights, a holder of a film registration certificate shall indicate the name of each film and the registration number thereof in a strict accountability bill of lading, and he or she shall indicate the distribution rights and term of the video tape recording in box 08 (special notes) .

V. Storage and Record-keeping of Films and the Duties of the Distributor

40. A distributor shall ensure complete information summarised in writing in the official language for all films sold and leased at the distribution points for video tape recordings of films.

41. It is permitted to store and market videocassettes and videodiscs at sales and lease points in accordance with the requirements specified in Paragraphs 35, 36, 37 and 39 of these Regulations. The distribution rights of a video tape recording of a film shall be certified by a film registration certificate or by a distributor’s strict accountability bill of lading and an entry in the goods register. It is not permitted to store and market at sales and distribution points objects of copyright and neighbouring rights which have been reproduced for personal needs.
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42. A distributor of a film shall ensure the following at cinemas and other places for the public demonstration of films:

42.1. clearly visible information for visitors regarding the age limits for attending the relevant shows; and

42.2. a document made available during the showing of a specific film which confirms the registration of the film in the Cinematography Centre and the rights to the public demonstration of the film.

VI. Supervision and Control

43. The Cinematography Centre has the right to request and receive information from State institutions regarding the performers of the activities referred to in these Regulations.

44. Films (copies of films, videocassettes, videodiscs) withdrawn (seized) and confiscated from violators of film distribution regulations shall be handed over to the Cinematography Centre. , Specialists from the Cinematography Centre shall perform expert-examinations of withdrawn (seized) films upon the request of officials from law enforcement institutions in order to determine ownership of the distribution rights thereof or consider them to be infringing copies (imported or otherwise obtained without the consent of the rights-holder, as well as an illegally made copy of a film’s recording medium (copy, video tape recording)). 

45. The Cinematography Centre is entitled to store samples of video tape recordings of films withdrawn and confiscated in order to prevent illegal distribution of films.  Other films confiscated shall be destroyed.

VII. Closing Provisions

46. The special permits (licences) issued by the Cinematography Centre for the distribution and public demonstration of films and video films shall be valid up to the term indicated therein.

47. Cabinet Regulation No. 312 of 31 October 1995, Regulations On the Distribution and Public Demonstration of Films (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1995, No. 172; 1996, No. 139) is repealed.

48. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 2002.

Prime Minister 







A. Bērziņš

Minister for Culture 







K. Pētersone
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