Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.

Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 498

Adopted 2 September 2003

By-law of the State Agency Latvian National Accreditation Bureau 
Issued pursuant to

Section 8, Paragraph three of the

Public Agencies Law

1. The State Agency Latvian National Accreditation Bureau (hereinafter – the Accreditation Bureau) is a State authority supervised by the Ministry of Economics, which shall ensure a single network of conformity assessment systems, laboratories, certification institutions and inspections whose results would be internationally recognised, would comply with the economic needs of Latvia and provide a possibility to certify the conformity of the products produced by the economic operators of Latvia with the European and international standards. 

2. The Accreditation Bureau shall have a seal with the lesser State coat of arms of the Republic of Latvia and the name of the Accreditation Bureau and an account in a Treasury Settlement Centre.  The Accreditation Bureau may open accounts in credit institutions with the permission of the Minister for Finance.

3. The Accreditation Bureau shall have the following functions:

3.1. to evaluate, accredit and supervise the testing and calibration laboratories and certification and inspection authorities in accordance with the requirements specified by Latvian national standards, regulatory enactments, European or international standards in the regulated and non-regulated spheres, taking into account the economic needs of Latvia; and

3.2. to perform other functions specified in Section 14 of the Law On Conformity Assessment.

4. The Accreditation Bureau shall perform the functions referred to in Paragraph 3 of these Regulations in accordance with the medium-term strategy for action and development of the Accreditation Bureau approved by the Minister for Economics and in accordance with the entered into management contract. 

5. In performing the functions referred to in Paragraph 3 of these Regulations, the Accreditation Bureau has the right to:

5.1. request from natural and legal persons the information necessary for the performance of tasks of the Bureau ;

5.2. receive payment for the services provided in accordance with the rates for public services approved by the Minister for Economics;

5.3. receive donations, gifts and foreign financial assistance; and

5.4. to take loans, undertake guarantees and enter into leasing contracts in accordance with the procedures specified in the Law On Budgetary and Financial Management with the permission of the Minister for Finance.  Prior to the receipt of the permission of the Minister for Finance, the documentation prepared for the referred to transaction, where the scope of the transaction and the procedures for the performance thereof have been indicated, shall be co-ordinated with the Minister for Economics. 

6. The Director of the Bureau shall ensure the activities of the Accreditation Bureau. The Director of the Accreditation Bureau may have a deputy. 
7. The property content of the Accreditation Bureau and the action therewith shall be determined in accordance with Section 16 of the Public Agencies Law.

8. The financing of the Accreditation Bureau is comprised of a subsidy from the general revenue of the State budget and the Bureau’s own income from the paid services provided.

9. The administrative provisions issued by the Accreditation Bureau in the State-regulated sphere of conformity assessment may be disputed in the Ministry of Economics in accordance with the procedures specified by regulatory enactments regulating the administrative procedure. 

10. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 2004.
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