Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.


Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 507

Adopted 4 November 2002

Regulations regarding Identity Cards of Citizens and Identity Cards of Non-citizens

Issued pursuant to Section 5, Paragraph eight and 

Section 6, Paragraph three of the

 Personal Identification Documents Law

1. These Regulations prescribe the specimen of a citizen’s identity card and a non-citizen’s identity card (hereinafter - identity card), the procedures for issuance and transfer, terms of validity, as well as information to be additionally included in identity cards to improve the security of the referred to identity cards against counterfeiting and to extend the functionality and facilitate the utilisation thereof.

2. Identity cards shall be made in conformity with the specimen specified in these Regulations:

2.1. a specimen of a citizen’s identity card (Annex 1); and

2.2. a specimen of  a non-citizen’s identity card (Annex 2);

3. According to the wishes of a person, the information regarding the person’s place of residence and nationality shall be written in the identity card. A person has the right to notify regarding the wish to make such entries when submitting documents for the receipt of an identity card.

4. The machine readable zone of the identity card shall be made in conformity with requirements specified in the document No. 9303, "Machine Readable Travel Documents" (part three, second edition, 2002) of the International Civil Aviation Organisation. In the machine-readable zone of the identity card, the given name (names) and surname of the person shall be written in conformity with the requirements specified in regulatory enactments, without diacritical marks.

5. In order to improve the security of an identity card against counterfeiting, to extend the functionality and facilitate the utilisation thereof: 

5.1. the information regarding the height of a person shall be additionally included in an identity card;

5.2. the following digital information regarding the person shall be additionally included in the microchip of an identity card:

5.2.1. personal identity number;

5.2.2. given name (names), surname of a person;

5.2.3. gender;

5.2.4. photograph; and

5.2.5. place of residence; and

5.3. the person may utilise the microchip of an identity card as a means for creation of his or her electronic signature.

6. An identity card shall be issued with the following term of validity:

6.1. to persons from five years of age up to 20 years of age - for five years; and

6.2. to persons from 20 years of age - for ten years.

7. An identity card shall be issued in the following cases:

7.1. an identity card has not been issued to the person;

7.2. the previous identity card has been lost;

7.3. the previous identity card has become invalid:

7.3.1. the term of validity thereof has expired;

7.3.2. the given name (names) or surname of a person has been changed;

7.3.3. the legal status of the person has changed;

7.3.4. the information regarding the person included in an identity card has changed or an inaccuracy has been determined in the identity card;

7.3.5. an identity card is damaged - it has mechanical or other damage due to which it is not possible to identify a person or to read the information included in the identity card or a micro-chip thereof;

7.3.6. notations not provided for by regulatory enactments have been made in an identity card or a microchip thereof;

7.3.7. an identity card does not conform to the specified specimen; and

7.3.8. a person has notified in writing the State Police or State Border Guard institution, the issuing institution of the document or the diplomatic or consular representation of the Republic of Latvia regarding the loss of an identity card, but the identity card has been found; and

7.4. the appearance of a person has changed.

8. In order to receive an identity card, a person shall submit documents to the territorial office of the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs in conformity with the registered place of residence, but if a person does not have a registered place of residence, - to the territorial office of the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs in conformity with the orally indicated place of residence. The person shall receive the relevant identity card in the referred to territorial division of the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs.

9. In order to receive an identity card in connection with the reason referred to in Sub-paragraph 7.1 of these Regulations, a person or, if the person has not reached 15 years of age, one of the parents thereof shall present a citizen’s or non-citizen’s passport of Latvia (hereinafter - passport) of the person (or a child), or a personal identification document issued by a foreign state (if such document is in the possession of the person) and submit the following documents:

9.1. a birth certificate (if the person has not reached 15 years of age or if a passport has not been issued to the person);

9.2. two photographs made in accordance with Annex 3 of these Regulations (hereinafter - photographs); and

9.3. a written submission of one of the parents for the receipt of an identity card for a child up to 15 years of age.

10. A person who has reached 15 years of age and who does not have a valid identity card shall submit the documents referred to in Paragraph 9 of these Regulations within a time period of 30 days after reaching 15 years of age.

11. In order to receive an identity card in connection with the reason referred to in Sub-paragraph 7.2 of these Regulations, a person within a time period of 30 days after determination of such fact shall present a passport (if a person has a passport in his or her possession) and submit the following documents:

11.1. an explanation regarding the circumstances of the theft, loss or destruction of the identity card;

11.2. the response of a police institution to the report submitted by the person if the identity card has been stolen;

11.3. three photographs; and

11.4. a written submission from one of the parents for the receipt of an identity card for a child up to 15 years of age.

12. In order to receive an identity card in connection with the reason referred to in Sub-paragraph 7.3 of these Regulations, a person within a time period of 30 days after coming into effect or determination of the relevant condition shall submit the following documents:

12.1. the identity card to be replaced;

12.2. two photographs; and

12.3. a written submission of one of the parents for the receipt of an identity card for a child up to 15 years of age.

13. If a person has not reached 15 years of age, the condition that documents for the receipt of an identity card in connection with the reasons referred to in Sub-paragraphs 7.2 and 7.3 of these Regulations shall be submitted within a time period of 30 days shall not apply to such person.

14. If the receipt of an identity card is related to corrections in the previously issued identity card or to changes of a given name (names) or surname of the person, in addition the person shall submit the documents specified in regulatory enactments which certify the referred to changes.

15. If non-conformity of information in the Population Register to the information provided by the person has been determined, the person shall submit the documents specified in regulatory enactments, which certify the veracity of the information.

16. A person who has reached 15 years of age shall submit documents in person for the receipt of an identity card. If a person has not reached 15 years of age, the documents shall be submitted by one of the parents of the person.

17. Upon receipt of the documents an official shall ascertain the identity of the person.

18. After submission of all the necessary documents to the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs an identity card shall be prepared and issued within a time period of 20 days.

19. If a person receives an identity card in connection with a reason referred to in Clauses 7.3.1, 7.3.2, 7.3.3, 7.3.4, 7.3.5, 7.3.6, 7.3.8 and Sub-paragraph 7.4 of these Regulations, according to the wish of a person or, if a person has not reached 14 years of age, according to the wish of one of the parents, the identity card to be replaced, after being cancelled and perforated, shall be left for the keeping by the person or the parents thereof.

20. The Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs shall deliver to the State Archives the identity cards returned by persons or institutions.

21. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 October 2003.

Prime Minister 







A. Bērziņš

Acting for the Minister for the Interior,

Minister for Defence







Ģ. V. Kristovskis

Annex 1

Cabinet Regulation No. 507

4 November 2002

Contents and Specimen of Citizen’s Identity Card

I. The front of an identity card (Figure 1)

LATVIJA / LATVIA

PILSOŅA PERSONAS APLIECĪBA /

CITIZEN'S IDENTITY CARD

Valsts kods / Code of issuing state

Dokumenta tips / Type of document

Uzvārds / Surname

Vārds (vārdi) / Given name (names)

Pilsonība / Nationality

LATVIJAS

Personas kods / Personal Identity Number

Dzimšanas datums / Date of birth

Dzimums / Sex

Personas apliecības Nr. / Identity card No

Derīga līdz / Date of expiration

Personas paraksts / Holder’s signature

Holder's signature (scanned)
Holder's photograph (scanned)
Micro-chip

II. The reverse side of an identity card (Figure 2)

Place of residence (upon the choice of the person)

Nationality (upon the choice of the person)

Augums (cm) / Height (cm)

Dzimšanas vieta / Place of birth

Izdošanas datums / Date of issue

Izdevējiestāde / Issuing Authority

Machine readable zone 
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Figure 2

Acting for the Minister for the Interior,

Minister for Defence                 





Ģ. V. Kristovskis

Annex 2

Cabinet Regulation No. 507

4 November 2002

Contents and Specimen of Non-citizen’s Identity Card

I. The front of an identity card (Figure 1)

LATVIJA / LATVIA

NEPILSOŅA PERSONAS APLIECĪBA /

NON-CITIZEN’S IDENTITY CARD

Valsts kods / Code of issuing state

Dokumenta tips / Type of document

Uzvārds / Surname

Vārds (vārdi) / Given name (names)

Personas kods / Personal Identity No

Dzimšanas datums / Date of birth

Dzimums / Sex

Personas apliecības Nr. / Identity card No

Derīga līdz / Date of expiration

Personas paraksts / Holder’s signature

Holder's signature (scanned)
Holder's photograph (scanned)
Micro-chip
II. The reverse side of an identity card (Figure 2)

Place of residence (upon the choice of the person)

Nationality (upon the choice of the person)

Augums (cm) / Height (cm)

Dzimšanas vieta / Place of birth

Izdošanas datums / Date of issue

Izdevējiestāde / Issuing Authority

Machine readable zone 
[image: image3.png]NEPILSONA PERSONAS APLIECTBA
ALIENS IDENTITY CARD

_%@9





Figure 1

[image: image4.png]= -

i 00<8<<<<<LLLLLLLLKLL
1110045LVA<<<LLL<<<<<O
MUCENIECE<<MARTAL<<<LLLLLLLLLK





Figure 2

Acting for the Minister for the Interior,

Minister for Defence







Ģ. V. Kristovskis

Annex 3

Cabinet Regulation No. 507

4 November 2002

Instructions Regarding Photographs for the Preparation of Identity Cards

In order to ensure that high quality identity cards are prepared, photographs shall conform to the following requirements:

1. The dimensions of photographs shall be - 45 x 35 mm ± 1 mm. Photographs shall be made of one photo-negative, in one block (not cut), without the white corner.

2. Dimensions of face on photographs - distance between the pupils of the eyes shall be 6 ± 3 mm, distance between the centre line of the eyes to the chin line (extreme points) shall be 15 ± 2 mm. Distance from the head to the upper edge of the photograph shall be 6 ± 2 mm.

3. Photographs may be black and white or coloured.

4. Photographic paper shall be smooth, glossy or semi-matt, without a surface raster or relief.

5. The background of the photographs shall be homogeneous, the background of black and white photographs shall be white, the background of colour photographs shall be white or light grey. If the background of a photograph is in another colour or dark, such photograph shall be invalid.

6. Position of the head - front view or head slightly turned.

7. Natural facial expression (smile permissible).

8. Clothing everyday, correct. It is prohibited to be photographed in outdoor clothes (for example, coat, jacket) and with headgear, as well as with an uncovered upper part of the body.

9. Lighting shall be equal for both sides of the face. If the luminous effects (for example, overhead lighting) intended for artistic photography are utilised when taking a photograph, such a photograph shall not be valid.

10. Changes in a photograph as compared to the photo-negative are not permissible.

11. Any of the colours that have been created as a result of technologies for the making of photographs may not dominate in a colour photograph.

12. The picture shall be of high quality - sharp, without scratches and defects.

13. If a person wears glasses, he or she may be photographed with glasses. Being photographed with dark glasses or glasses that have slipped down on the nose is not permitted. Reflections in the lenses of glasses may not cover up the eyes.

14. The seal of the photographer's studio, on which the date when the photograph was made is specified, shall be placed on the other side of the block of photographs. The seal may not be visible on the front side of the photograph. Photographs shall be made not earlier than three months prior to the submission of documents for the receipt of an identity card.

Acting for the Minister for the Interior,

Minister for Defence 






Ģ. V. Kristovskis
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