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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 540

Adopted 27 December 2001

Procedures for Establishing a Uniform System of Administration for Aid to Rural Areas, Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
Issued pursuant to Section 4, Paragraph three

 of the Law on Agriculture
I. General Provisions
1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures by which a uniform system of administration for aid to rural areas, agriculture, fisheries and forestry (hereinafter - aid) shall be established and operate, as well as the objectives and basic principles for development of a field register, a State aid register, a European Union support register and a computerised database.

2. A uniform system of administration shall be established to ensure:

2.1. uniform accounting, registration and control procedures for applications for State aid (hereinafter - application);

2.2. uniform accounting, registration and control procedures for payments of aid; and

2.3. fast access to data on applications for and payments of aid, as well as control of applications for and payments of aid.

II. Basic Elements of a Uniform System of Administration 
3. The basic elements of a uniform system of administration are as follows:

3.1. a field register;

3.2. an animal and herd register;

3.3. a State aid register and a European Union support register;

3.4. a computerised database; and

3.5. a uniform control system.

4. In order to register and control applications regarding farm animals, information from the animal and herd register shall be utilised for the needs of the uniform system of administration which information shall be provided by the State limited liability company “Valsts ciltsdarba informācijas datu apstrādes centrs” [State Breeding Activities Information Data Processing Centre] in accordance with the procedures prescribed by regulatory enactments regarding registration of animals and herds.

III. Field Register
5. The objective for establishing a field register shall be to compile information regarding agricultural land in order to facilitate fast access to data on applications and payments of aid to rural areas, as well as the control of applications and payments of the aid referred to.

6. The field register shall consist of:

6.1. a narrative part where data regarding the location of each field, the cadastre numbers, areas and boundaries of land parcels, data regarding the owner or the user of relevant fields are compiled, as well as a letter and digit combination for identification of the agricultural land are recorded; and

6.2. a graphical part - cartographic (digital) pictures with boundaries of land parcels, cadastre numbers and field numbers, as well as other information which characterise the immovable property.

7. Establishment and maintenance of the field register shall be ensured by the Rural Support Service within the limits of the funds allocated from the State budget.

8. For the purposes of the field register, the Rural Support Service shall use the textual and cartographic materials of the State Real Estate Cadastre free of charge.

IV. State Aid Register and European Union Support Register
9. The objective of establishing a State aid register and a European Union support register is to compile information regarding aid payments from State budget funds or from funds allocated by the European Union.

10. The State aid register and the European Union support register shall include information on:

10.1. applications;

10.2. receivers of aid;

10.3. aid amounts paid out;

10.4. aid amounts repaid; and

10.5. support programmes and sub-programmes.

11. The establishing and maintenance of the State aid register and the European Union support register shall be ensured by the Rural Support Service. 

V. Computerised Database
12. For purposes of the uniform system of administration, a computerised database – information system – shall be developed where data on applications, aid payments and control thereof shall be compiled.

13. Procedures for data input and processing shall be uniform and mutually compatible throughout the whole territory of the State.

14. Data regarding applications, aid payments and control thereof shall be kept in the computerised database for not less than three years.

15. Development and maintenance of the computerised database shall be ensured by the Rural Support Service within the limits of the funds allocated from the State budget.

16. Management of the computerised database shall be ensured by the Rural Support Service in co-operation with the State Land Service and the State limited liability company “Valsts ciltsdarba informācijas datu apstrādes centrs” [State Breeding Activities Information Data Processing Centre].

VI. Uniform Control System
17. Documentary examination of all applications, as well as examination of applications at the location of the property (usufruct) (comparing the data submitted with the actual situation) shall be carried out by the Rural Support Service.

18. Not less than five per cent of applications shall be examined at the location of the property (usufruct).

19. If violations of conditions for receipt of State aid are determined at the location of the property (usufruct), the number of examinations shall be increased.

20. The necessity for examination at the location of the property (usufruct) shall be determined on the basis of a risk factor analysis of the applications submitted. The main risk factors are as follows:

20.1. the amount of State aid;

20.2. the area and location of land parcels;

20.3. the number of animals;

20.4. changes in comparison with the previous year; and

20.5. results of examinations of previous years.

21. An official of the Rural Support Service shall draw up a report regarding each examination at the location of the property (usufruct), indicating the type of examination, methods used, persons present and findings of the examination, as well as provide an opinion. The report shall be signed by the official of the Rural Support Service and the agricultural producer or his or her representative.

22. The agricultural producer or his or her representative has the right not to sign the report and add his or her objections and arguments.

23. If the receiver of aid intentionally supplies inaccurate or misleading information or has violated the conditions for receipt of State aid, he or she shall lose the right to receive State aid for a period of three years from the date when such fact was determined. Within three months of the date of determining a violation, the receiver of aid shall repay to the Rural Support Service the amount of aid received.

VII. Closing Provisions
24. Chapters IV and V of these Regulations comes into force on 1 January 2003.

25. Chapter III of these Regulations comes into force on 1 January 2004.

26. Chapter VI of these Regulations comes into force on 1 January 2005.
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