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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 574

Adopted 14 October 2003

Procedures for Licensed Amateur Fishing – Angling
Issued pursuant to

Section 10, Paragraph two and 

Section 13, Paragraph two, Clause 4 of 

the Fisheries Law

I. General Provisions
1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures by which the implementation and control of licensed amateur fishing – angling, including licensed underwater hunting and licensed crayfish catching (hereinafter – licensed angling) shall be performed, as well as the procedures by which the by-law of licensed angling for a particular body of water shall be developed.

2. These Regulations apply to all internal bodies of water of the Republic of Latvia, including leased and private bodies of water, as well as to the coastal waters, except waters, which are utilised for specialised fish farming and the artificial propagation of fish.

3. Licensed angling shall be introduced at certain bodies of water in order to ensure protection of biological diversity and to rationally utilise stocks of valuable fish, in waters where the obtaining of fish has been specified catch or fishing gear limits. Licensed angling shall provide additional resources for the propagation and protection of the fish stocks, as well as for the development of licensed angling and rural tourism and recreation associated thereto. 

[9 May 2006]

4. Licensed angling shall be organised by the local government in the territory of which is located the relevant body of water, and which the Ministry of Agriculture National Board of Fisheries (hereinafter – Board of Fisheries) has given the management of the fish resources in the referred to waters, or the legal person authorised by the local government or the authorised body of water lessee thereof or owner (hereinafter – organiser of licensed angling) who has entered into a relevant contract with the fish resource manager.

[9 May 2006] 

5. If licensed angling has been introduced at a body of water, an angler shall be required to have a special paid permit issued by the organiser of licensed angling – licence (hereinafter – angling licence), whereas persons aged from 16 to 65 years, except for disabled persons, shall be required to have an angling card in addition to the licence. 

II. Justification for the Introduction of Licensed Angling
6. Licensed angling may be introduced to an entire body of water, and in a part thereof, as well as in a coastal water area of the sea, provided that one of the following conditions exist:

6.1. a scientific justification for permitting the limited obtaining of fish of certain species or crayfish at a particular time and place where angling is restricted or prohibited in accordance with Cabinet Regulation No.67 of 13 February 2001, Regulations on Angling;

6.2. a substantiated need to regulate the number of anglers at a particular time and place in order to limit the utilisation of fish stocks and the environmental impact of anglers; and

6.3. additional requirements for the protection of the environment and fish resources for the particular body of water and for the regular propagation of fish species intended for licensed angling have been specified in the operational rules of fisheries at the body of water, in the lease agreement for the body of water or in the contract with the organiser of licensed angling.

III. Duties of an Organiser of Licensed Angling
7. An organiser of licensed angling shall, pursuant to Paragraph 6 of these Regulations, as well as in accordance with Chapter IV of these Regulations, draw up a by-law for licensed angling at the body of water.  The by-law shall specify the licensed angling rules and other conditions for angling at the particular body of water. 

8. An organiser of licensed angling has the following duties:

8.1. in co-operation with the relevant local government, pursuant to Paragraph 14 of these Regulations, to provide information in the mass media regarding the implementation of licensed angling at the body of water and to ensure the placement of appropriate notification signs on the body of water or on the shore thereof;

8.2. to ensure the availability of angling licences, as well as the sale of angling licences in the vicinity of bodies of water on those days when angling is permitted, as well as to provide written information in the local newspapers and in the relevant public areas of the local government regarding the sale of licences;

8.3. to record issued licences in a special licence record-keeping journal;

8.4. to ensure the distribution of funds obtained from the sale of angling licences, as well as the utilisation of the relevant funds in compliance with the aims specified in the by-law for licensed angling at the body of water;

8.5. by the tenth date of the month following the quarter of the relevant year, to submit to the Board of Fisheries a report on the number of sold angling licences and the types of licences, on the reduction of fees for angling licences, funds obtained and the use thereof (Annex);

8.6. to supplement fish stocks in the body of water if so provided for in accordance with scientific recommendations, operational rules for the body of water, the body of water lease agreement or the licensed angling by-laws; 

8.7. to specify a responsible person who after the acquisition of the status of State Revenue Service authorised person or local government authorised person participates in protective and supervisory measures for the environment and the fish stocks;

8.8. to enumerate the catches of anglers and to provide the relevant information to the State agency “Latvijas Zivju resursu aģentūra” [Latvian Fish Resources Agency] (hereinafter -  Latvian Fish Resources Agency); 

8.9. to familiarise anglers with the by-law for licensed angling at the particular body of water;

8.10. to register anglers who have violated the catch registration procedures specified in the licensed angling by-laws, and to refuse them the further issue of a licence in the current and also the following year; and

8.11. by 31 December each year to submit to the Ministry of Environment and the Board of Fisheries, and if the body of water is located in a specially protected nature territory for which an administration has been established – also the administration of such territory, a report approved by the State Environment Service regarding the measures performed in the management of the body of water and supplementing of fish resource (if such is provided for), as well as information regarding the establishment and maintenance of the necessary infrastructure for the organisation of licensed angling.

[9 May 2006]

IV. General Requirements for the Drawing up of a By-law for Licensed Angling at a Body of Water
9. The by-law for licensed angling at a body of water shall provide the following information:

9.1. general provisions:

9.1.1. the location of the body of water (district, parish, city and an indication if the relevant body of water is located in a specially protected nature territory);

9.1.2. the legal status of the body of water (public or private, and an indication if the relevant body of water is being leased);

9.1.3. ownership of fishing rights (State or private, and an indication if the fishing rights are being leased);

9.1.4. the justification for the introduction of licensed angling, in compliance with Paragraph 6 of these Regulations indicating the developer of the relevant justification; and

9.1.5. information regarding the organiser (the name of the legal person or the given name, surname, address and telephone number of the natural person);

9.2. the regulations for licensed angling: 

9.2.1. an indication of the boundary of the licensed angling area in the body of water;

9.2.2. the time for angling (year, season, month, days of a week, hours of a day);

9.2.3. the tools and types of angling;

9.2.4. restricted fish and crayfish species;

9.2.5. size of the catch (amount, weight and dimensions of the fish or crayfish); and

9.2.6. the permissible number of anglers or other restrictions related to angling; 

9.3. requirements for the protection of the environment and natural resources and binding regulations of the local government. The licensed angling regulations included in the by-laws shall take into account also requirements that are specified for angling in the individual protection and utilisation regulations of the specially protected nature territories if for the relevant territory such have been developed;

9.4. the types of, number of and fee for angling licences: 

9.4.1. the type of the licence (for example, daily, monthly, seasonal, annual, for fishing with spinning gear from a boat, crayfish catching, underwater hunting) and the requirements for the utilisation of the licence; and

9.4.2. the amount of licences (including licences for a reduced fee and free-of-charge licences); 

9.5. procedures by which the fee for angling licences is reduced in accordance with Paragraphs 22, 23, 24 and 25 of these Regulations;

9.6. the content and form of the fishing licence:

9.6.1. procedures for the drawing up of a licence; and

9.6.2. the requisites of the licence (type, serial number, price, expiry date, place of angling, information regarding the organiser of the angling, the signatures of the issuer and recipient of the licence, the date of issue);

9.7. the procedures for the sale of angling licences (distributors, sales locations and addresses, telephone number, working hours thereof);

9.8. utilisation of the funds obtained from the sale of angling licences (the part of the funds to be included in the State basic budget for the formation of fish stocks, as well as the breakdown of other funds and the purposes of use); 

9.9. procedures for the registration of catches of anglers;

9.10. services provided by and the duties of the organiser of licensed angling;

9.11. the plan of measures for the conservation, supplementation and protection of fish resources, taking into account scientific recommendations and the operational rules of bodies of water;

9.12. control of licensed angling and the observance of environmental protection requirements; 

9.13. the end date of the operation of the by-laws in conformity with Paragraph 16 of these Regulations; and

9.14. annexes to the by-law:

9.14.1. samples of the licences (for all types of licences);

9.14.2. layout of the body of water with an indication of the place for licensed angling; and 

9.14.3. consents (to be documented on the last page of the by-law or in a separate annex).

[9 May 2006]

V. Harmonisation and Approval of By-laws for Licensed Angling at a Body of Water
10. The by-laws for licensed angling at bodies of water (including the by-laws for licensed angling at private bodies of water) shall be harmonised by the organiser of licensed angling in the following order:

10.1. the Board of Fisheries;

10.2. the Latvian Fish Resources Agency;

10.3. the State Environment Service Marine and Inland Waters Administration;

10.4.the administration of the specially protected nature territory if the body of water is located in a specially protected nature territory for which an administration has been established;

10.5. the Ministry of Environment; and

10.6. the local government except in the case if the local government is the organiser of the licensed angling.

[9 May 2006]

10.1 The institutions referred to in Paragraph 10 of these Regulations shall harmonise the licensed angling by-laws within a period of 15 days. If in the specified time period a reply has not been received, it shall deemed that the licensed angling by-law has been harmonised in the relevant institution. If the organiser of the licensed angling is a legal person authorised by the local government or the authorised body of water lessee thereof or owner, then in harmonising the by-law they shall present a copy of the authorisation issued by the local government.

[9 May 2006]

11. If the consents are mutually irreconcilable or the relevant consent is not being given, the dispute shall be examined in accordance with the procedures specified in the regulatory enactments regulating the administrative process.

12. The manager of the fish resources at the relevant body of water shall be responsible for the implementation of the by-law for licensed angling at the body of water in compliance with these Regulations, but the organiser of the licensed angling shall be responsible for the implementation of the requirements included in the by-law for licensed angling and the sending of the harmonised by-law to the institutions referred to in Paragraph 10 of these Regulations.

[9 May 2006]

13. After receipt of the harmonised by-law, the local government shall approve it with binding regulations.

[9 May 2006]

14. A local government shall publish in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of Latvia] and in a press publication of the respective region information regarding the places of licensed angling, the organiser of angling and the opportunities for obtaining an angling licence.

15. The organiser of licensed angling or any of the authorities referred to in Paragraph 10 of these Regulations may propose amendments to the by-law for licensed angling at the body of water. In such case harmonisation of the amendments to the by-law shall be performed, and the local government after the issuing of binding regulations regarding the amendment of the binding regulations referred to in Paragraph 13 of these Regulations, and duly ensuring the publishing of the information indicated in Paragraph 14 of these Regulations.

[9 May 2006]

VI. Operational Time Period of a By-law for Licensed Angling at a Body of Water and Termination of the Operational Time Period 
16. The by-law for licensed angling at a body of water shall be drawn up for a period not exceeding three years. The by-law shall be revised and harmonised after a period of three years.

17. The operation of licensed angling binding regulations of the relevant local government may be terminated before the time period not earlier than the commencement of the following year or season of licensed angling in the following cases:

17.1. if, on the basis of the opinion of an environmental protection authority or scientific recommendations,  measures for the protection of the fish resources are necessary and the Board of Fisheries and the Ministry of Environment have taken a mutually co-ordinated decision with regard thereto, on the basis of which the further operation of the by-law for licensed angling at the specific body of water is impossible;

17.2. if the organiser of licensed angling fails to ensure the fulfilment of the requirements referred to in these Regulations or the by-law for licensed angling at the specific body of water. In such case, organiser of licensed angling shall repay the value of the licence acquired, but not utilised to the angler, as well as cover the local government expenditures, which are associated with the termination of licensed angling; and

17.3. if such reasons are specified in the contract entered into with the organiser of licensed angling regarding the organisation of licensed angling due to which licensed angling at the body of water is to be terminated, and the organiser of licensed angling has informed the relevant local government thereof in advance, as well as the institutions referred to in Paragraph 10 of these Regulations.

[9 May 2006]

VII. Breakdown of Funds Obtained from Sales of Angling Licences
18. A by-law for licensed angling at a body of water shall specify that part of the funds obtained from sales of angling licences is to be paid into the State basic budget once per quarter for the formation of fish stocks, in compliance with the amount of transfers adequate to the status of the body of water:

18.1. if angling takes place in public rivers and in rivers the fishing rights of which belong exclusively to the State – not less than 40 %;

18.2. if angling takes place in public lakes and in lakes the fishing rights of which belong exclusively to the State – not less than 30%;

18.3. if angling takes place in leased public lakes and leased public rivers, as well as in leased lakes the fishing rights of which belong to the State and in leased rivers the fishing rights of which belong exclusively to the State – not less than 20%; and

18.4. if angling takes place in private bodies of water the fishing rights of which belong to the owners thereof – not less than 10 %.

19. The funds which after the transfer into the State basic budget remain at the disposal of the organiser of licensed angling shall be utilised for the organisation of licensed angling and for ensuring the management thereof, as well as for other purposes specified in the by-law for licensed angling at the body of water.

VIII. Fees for Angling Licences and the Reduction of Fees
20. The fee for angling licences shall be specified in the by-law for licensed angling at a body of water, taking into account the status of the relevant body of water, the composition and amount of the fish species permitted for angling, the total amount of and demand for angling licences, as well as taking into account the expenses necessary for organising licensed angling and the contribution of the organiser in supplementing and protecting fish stocks.

21. [9 May 2006]

22. If a by-law for licensed angling at a body of water specifies a group of persons who have the right to obtain angling licences at a reduced fee or to receive angling licences free of charge, the relevant licences shall be sold and issued in accordance with a decision mutually harmonised by the local government and organiser of licensed angling in compliance with the list of the relevant persons which has been approved by the local government and which specifies the justification for the reduction of the fee.

23. For angling in public bodies of water and rivers the fishing rights of which belong exclusively to the State, a reduced fee for angling licences or angling licences free of charge shall be provided to the following persons:

23.1. for children and teenagers up to 16 years of age and to persons older than 65;

23.2. for disabled and politically repressed persons; and

23.3. for owners of the coastal lands of bodies of water and their family members.

24. In addition to the persons referred to in Paragraph 23 of these Regulations, a reduced fee for angling licences or angling licences free of charge may be provided also to the following persons:

24.1. the low-income population of the territories of the local government; and

24.2. members of angling organisations (clubs).

25. The fee for angling licences shall not be reduced and angling licences shall not be issued free of charge for obtaining such valuable fish species as salmon and sea trout, as well as for crayfish and for underwater hunting.

26. All angling licences, including licences at a reduced fee and licences free of charge shall be numbered by the organiser of licensed angling, taking into account the type thereof and the fee for the angling licence.

[9 May 2006]

IX. Control of Licensed Angling
27. Compliance with these Regulations shall be controlled by inspectors of the State Environment Service Marine and Inland Waters Administration, specially protected nature territory inspectors, persons authorised by the State Environment Service, and by persons authorised by the relevant local government in conformity with their competence, as well the State police, the local government police, the national guard, organisers of licensed angling, and the owners and lessees of bodies of water shall take part in the control.

[9 May 2006]

28. Compliance with and execution of the duties of the organiser of licensed angling provided for in these Regulations, in conformity with the competence thereof, shall be supervised by the Board of Fisheries, State Environment Service Marine and Inland Waters Administration, specially protected nature territory administrations, the State Revenue Service and the relevant local government.

[9 May 2006]

29. Violators of these Regulations shall be held administratively liable or criminally liable in accordance with the procedures prescribed by law. The referred to liability shall not release violators from the obligation to compensate any harm caused to the natural environment in accordance with the rates determined in regulatory enactments on commercial fishing in territorial waters and economic zone waters and on commercial fishing in inland waters.

X. Closing Provisions

30.  Cabinet Regulation No. 349 of 15 September 1998, Procedures for Licensed Amateur Fishing – Angling in Waters of the Republic of Latvia (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 1998, No. 271) is repealed.

31. By laws for licensed angling at bodies of water, which have been approved prior to the day of coming into force of these Regulations are in force until the expiration of the operational time periods thereof.

32. These Regulations come into force on 1 January 2004.

Prime Minister 
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Annex
Cabinet Regulation No. 574

14 October 2003
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Date_______________________
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