Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.


Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 589

Adopted 28 October 2003

Quality and Classification Requirements and Procedures for Evaluation of Fresh Fruit, Berries and Vegetables

Issued pursuant to Section 4, Paragraph four 

and Section 13, Paragraph three of the 

Supervision of the Handling of Food Law

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the requirements for quality and classification, as well as procedures for the evaluation of packed and unpacked fresh fruit, berries and vegetables (hereinafter – product) in carrying out State supervision and control in the stages of food handling after the pre-treatment, packing and/or packaging (hereinafter – packing) of the product.

2. Quality of products shall be evaluated and products shall be classified in accordance with the Latvian National Standards (hereinafter – applicable standards), except in the cases referred to in Chapter III of these Regulations. 

3. These Regulations apply to products produced in Latvia, as well as to products exported from Latvia and imported into Latvia.

4. These Regulations do not apply to products imported into Latvia, provided that the amount of products of the same type does not exceed 10 kg and it is not intended for commercial purposes.

5. Import, export or distribution of products, which fail to conform to the applicable standards shall be prohibited, except in the cases referred to in Paragraphs 13, 34, and 35 of these Regulations.

6. Supervision and control of the conformity with the requirements for quality and classification of the product shall be performed by the Food and Veterinary Service (hereinafter – Service) in accordance with the annual supervision programme developed by the Service and approved by the Minister for Agriculture.  

7.  The owner of the product – producer, packer and/or packager, trader, exporter or importer – or person authorised by the owner (hereinafter – owner) shall be liable for the conformity of the quality of the product to the relevant applicable standard in a certain stage of handling and for the utilisation of the product for the purposes indicated in the accompanying documents, as well as for conformity to the requirements specified in these Regulations. Owners shall be registered in a database established by the Service. The Service shall regularly update information registered in the database.
II. Evaluation of Quality and Classification of Product
8. Upon evaluation of quality and classification of the product, conformity of the quality and classification to the relevant applicable standard and conformity of the packaging and labelling of the product with the requirements specified in regulatory enactments regarding the labelling of food commodities shall be determined.

9. In order to evaluate the quality and classification of the product, samples shall be taken at different points from the body of such product of the same class and type which has the same packer and/or packager, 

10. The number of the samples to be inspected shall depend on the size of the lot (Annex 2).

11. The State Sanitary Border Inspector or the State Food Inspector of the Service (hereinafter – inspector) shall record the results of quality and classification evaluation of the product in a certificate (a document certifying the result of the inspection of the product subject to the evaluation of quality and classification).

12. If supervision and control of the quality and classification of the product at one of the stages of handling of food in the internal market has been performed or the conformity of the product with the requirements of quality and classification has been evaluated repeatedly, the inspector shall draw up a control certificate (Annex 3). 

13. The inspector shall draw up a certificate of industrial use (Annex 4) for a product to be imported into Latvia or for a product to be exported out of Latvia which is intended for processing.  Conformity with the applicable standard shall not be required for the relevant product. The Service shall supervise and control that the products intended for processing are not sold on the market, retail trade and in commercial undertakings.
14. If the product produced in Latvia is intended for export (except products to be exported from Latvia in accordance with Paragraph 13 of these Regulations) and conforms to the relevant applicable standard, the inspector shall draw up an import/export certificate (Annex 5).

15. In order to evaluate the quality and classification of the product to be exported the owner of the product shall send to the Service an application regarding evaluation of quality and classification of the product. The application shall contain the following information:

15.1. name and address of the owner of product;

15.2. type of product;

15.3. amount of product;

15.4. destination of shipment; and

15.5. intended date of export.

16. The inspector shall examine the conformity of the quality and classification of the product to be imported in Latvia with the relevant applicable standard and ascertain conformity of the product to the information indicated in the accompanying documents. If the product conforms to the requirements referred to, the inspector shall draw up an import/export certificate.

17. The owner of the product, not later than 24 hours before the inspection of the product to be imported, shall send an application to the State border inspection post. The application shall contain the following information:

17.1. the date when the consignment of products will cross the border; and

17.2. the type, amount of product and the number of lots.

18. If the product is transported in transit and the destination for the freight has not been indicated, evaluation shall be performed in the same manner as for the product the destination of which is Latvia.

19. When importing or exporting a product, the performance of customs procedure shall be permitted pursuant to presentation of the import/export certificate or certificate of industrial use drawn up by the inspector.

20. If there are several lots of products in the freight of products intended for import or export, the results of quality and classification evaluation may be recorded in a single import/export certificate. In this case the type and amount of products in each lot shall be specified.

21. If the product fails to conform to the requirements of the relevant applicable standard, in order to prevent non-conformity, the owner of the product has the right to take the following measures:

21.1. to resort or repack the product, to reduce or improve the grade thereof or perform other activities in order to ensure conformity of the product to the applicable standard;

21.2. to send the product for processing;

21.3. to hand over the product for utilisation in animal feed;

21.4. to destroy the product; or

21.5. to send imported product back to its country of origin.

22. For the product to which the measures referred to in Sub-paragraph 21.1 of these Regulations are applied, the quality and classification shall be evaluated repeatedly. If conformity of the product to the applicable standard is ensured, import, export or distribution of the product shall be permitted.

23. The owner shall cover all costs related to the import, export and repeated evaluation of quality and classification in accordance with a price list approved by the Minister for Agriculture.

24. All costs related to the reshipment, destruction, sending for processing or utilisation in animal feed of a product shall be covered by the owner. 

25. Within a period of three days from the moment of receipt of the product the owner of the product shall send to the Service a copy of the control certificate signed by the recipient regarding the product lot to which the measures referred to in Sub-paragraphs, 21.2, 21.3 or 21.4 of these Regulations are applied, certifying that the product lot specified in the certificate has been received and utilised for the specified purpose.  

26. If the inspector has determined non-conformity of the product to the requirements of the applicable standard, he or she shall:

26.1. prohibit to import the product into the State or export it from the State; 

26.2. suspend the distribution of the product and withdraw the product from circulation;

26.3. where required, perform a repeated evaluation of quality and classification;

26.4. agree with the owner of the product upon the measures to be taken in order to prevent non-conformity of the product, and specify the relevant measures in the control certificate; and

26.5. inform in writing the Service regarding the determined non-conformity of the product and the decision taken.

27. The Service shall inform in writing the relevant controlling service of the country of origin regarding non-conformity of the product to the applicable standard within a period of 24 hours.

28. An inspector has a duty:

28.1. to perform the evaluation immediately, in order to retain conformity of the product to the requirements of the applicable standard; 

28.2. to inform in writing the owner of the product and the Service regarding the determined non-conformity of the product to the applicable standard;

28.3. to return to the owner of the product the parts of the sample which have remained after the evaluation of quality and classification; and

28.4. to inform in writing the Service regarding the import of the product into the State within a period of 24 hours from the moment of drawing up the import/export certificate.

29. After completion of the evaluation of quality and classification of the sample the inspector does not have a duty to restore the parts thereof damaged during the evaluation.

30. A certificate regarding the rights of use of land shall be required from any  producer marketing self-produced product himself or herself in a market, at street sales points, fairs or temporary locations.

III.  Quality and Classification Requirements for Products Intended for Processing and Marketing for Retail Trade in Latvia
31. The label of a packing of a product intended for processing shall bear the indication “Paredzēts pārstrādei” [intended for processing], but for the freight of product in bulk the indication referred to shall be recorded in the documents accompanying the freight.

32. The product distributed in the retail trade must conform to the requirements of the relevant applicable standard. The product may be offered without the packing and labelling.

33. If the product offered in the retail trade is not packaged or the information specified in the requirements of the applicable standard is hard to distinguish, the information regarding the type, grade, origin and, where necessary, the generic type of the product shall be indicated on the price tag in a location visible to the consumer.

34. Parts of a cut product (for example, of a watermelon, melon, lettuce, cabbage) may be distributed in retail trade, provided they are packaged in conformity with regulatory enactments regarding mandatory harmlessness requirements for materials and objects which come into contact with food. Conformity to the requirements of applicable standards in relation to the parts of a cut product shall not be required.

35. Products produced in Latvia which are marketed in a market, at street sales points, fairs or temporary locations by the producer of products himself or herself or by an authorised person thereof, may be offered without packing and labelling, and unsorted, provided that the relevant product conforms to the minimum quality requirements (for example, the product is not damaged, almost without pests and the damage caused thereby, practically without obvious admixtures, excess moisture of surface and foreign odour, has been harvested with care and has reached the required degree of ripeness) specified in the applicable standard.  If the producer offers the product in the production area, the requirements of the standard are not applied to the product.

36. The distributor of a product shall be responsible for ensuring that the information regarding the requirements of the standard of the relevant product is available for the consumer in the retail trade.

IV. Closing Provisions
37. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 2004.

38. These Regulations shall lose their force with special Cabinet Regulations.

Prime Minister 
E. Repše

Minister for Agriculture 
M. Roze

Annex 1

Cabinet Regulation No. 589

28 October 2003

Products Subject to Evaluation of Quality and Latvian National Standards Conforming thereto

	No.
	Name of the Latvian National Standard
	Number of the Latvian National Standard

	1
	2
	3

	1.
	Apples and pears
	LVS 204:1999

	2.
	Apricots
	LVS 205:1999

	3.
	Watermelons
	LVS 206:1999

	4.
	Artichokes
	LVS 216:1999

	5.
	Avocados
	LVS 217:1999

	6.
	Aubergines
	LVS 218:1999

	7.
	Bananas
	LVS 207:1999

	8.
	Carrots
	LVS 219:1999

	9.
	Citrus fruit
	LVS 208:1999

	10.
	Table grapes
	LVS 214:1999

	11.
	Cabbage
	LVS 220:1999

	12.
	Cucumbers
	LVS 221:1999

	13.
	Courgetes
	LVS 222:1999

	14.
	Ribbed celery
	LVS 223:1999

	15.
	Kiwis
	LVS 209:1999

	16.
	Garlic
	LVS 224:1999

	17.
	Cherries
	LVS 210:1999

	18.
	Melons
	LVS 211:1999

	19.
	Sweet peppers
	LVS 225:1999

	20.
	Peaches and nectarines
	LVS 212:1999

	21.
	Plums
	LVS 213:1999

	22.
	Beans
	LVS 226:1999

	23.
	Leeks
	LVS 227:1999

	24.
	Brussels sprouts
	LVS 228:1999

	25.
	Lettuce, curled-leaved and broad-leaved (Batavian) endives 
	LVS 229:1999

	26.
	Onions
	LVS 231:1999

	27.
	Asparagus
	LVS 232:1999

	28.
	Spinach
	LVS 233:1999

	29.
	Tomatoes
	LVS 234:1999

	30.
	Witloof chicory
	LVS 230:1999

	31.
	Strawberries
	LVS 215:1999

	32.
	Cauliflowers
	LVS 235:1999

	33.
	Shelling peas 
	LVS 236:1999


Minister for Agriculture 
M. Roze
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Cabinet Regulation No. 589

28 October 2003

Number of Samples to be Inspected

	No.
	1. Packaged product

	
	Number of packages in a lot
	Number of the packages to be inspected

	1.1.
	up to 100
	5

	1.2.
	from 101 to 300
	7

	1.3.
	from 301 to 500
	9

	1.4.
	from 501 to 1000
	10

	1.5.
	more than 1000
	at least 15

	
	

	No.
	2. Non-packaged product

	
	Amount (kg) of a lot or a number of bunches in a lot 
	Number of kilograms or bunches to be inspected

	2.1.
	up to 200
	10

	2.2.
	from 201 to 500
	20

	2.3.
	from 501 to 1000
	30

	2.4.
	from 1001 to 5000
	60

	2.5.
	more than 5000
	at least 100


Minister for Agriculture 
M. Roze
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Cabinet Regulation No. 589

28 October 2003

Model Control Certificate
Control Certificate No.

	1. ٱ Import

ٱ Export
	2.ٱ Wholesale trade

ٱ Retail trade

ٱ Market
	3. ٱ Producer

ٱ Place of packaging and/or packing

ٱ Other
	4. ٱ Repeated evaluation of quality

5. ٱ Weight (kg) of the product subject to repeated evaluation of quality


	6. Owner of the product (name and address)

Approval number

	7. Contact person (given name and surname, fax or telephone number and e-mail address)

	8. Producer (name and address)

Place of packing and/or packaging (name, address, fax or telephone number and e-mail address)

Other (name and address)
	9. Country of origin of the product (district, name of the place)


10. Information regarding lot of the product:

	Lot number
	Type of a product
	Packing

and/or packaging  (type and number)
	Weight (kg)
	Labelling inspection
	Evaluation of the quality

	
	
	
	
	identification
	type of 

a product
	variety;
	origin of a product
	commercial indices
	number or weight (kg) of inspected samples
	code of indices of non-conformity in accordance with Paragraph 13
	non-conformity indices (% of the lot)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	grade
	size
	weight
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional information


11. Result of evaluation of the quality (decision taken by the inspector):

	Inspected lot of the product (part of the lot) conforms to the Latvian National Standard

____________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________
	Inspected lot of the product (part of the lot) fails to conform to the Latvian National Standard

_________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Import, export and distribution of the product, which fails to conform to the Latvian National Standard during the evaluation of the quality, shall be forbidden.


12. Measure to prevent non-conformity:

	ٱ resorting ٱ repacking ٱ reduction of the grade of product ٱ raising of the grade of product

	ٱ reshipment of product to the country of origin (name of undertaking, address and telephone number)

	ٱ shipment of product for processing (name of undertaking, address and telephone number)

	ٱ product to be handed over for utilisation in animal feed (name of undertaking, address and telephone number)

	ٱ product must be destroyed (name of undertaking, address and telephone number)

	Date
	Signature of the owner of product

	
	Signature and seal of the recipient of lot of a product


13. Codes of non-conformity indices:

	Code of non-conformity index
	Description of the non-conformity index

	NK-01
	Damages (for example, grazes, splits, bruises, tears, drying up, signs of decay, scratches, squashes, sun burns and damages caused by low temperature)

	NK-02
	Defects of form

	NK-03
	Defects in development

	NK-04
	Colouring defects

	NK-05
	Impure product

	NK-06
	With pests and/or damages caused by pests

	NK-07
	Not conforming to the grade, size specified

	NK-08
	Minimum quality indices have not been complied with

	NK-09
	Non-conforming labelling

	NK-10
	Damaged wrapping/packaging

	NK-11
	Other indices


	
	
	
	Place for a seal

	(date)
	
	(given name, surname and signature of the inspector)
	


Minister for Agriculture 
M. Roze
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Model Certificate of Industrial Use

Certificate of Industrial Use
Certificate of industrial use for fresh fruit and vegetables

	1. Pārdevējs

Trader
	Pārstrādes apliecība Nr.________

Certificate of industrial use No_______

	2. Transportlīdzekļa marka un valsts reģistrācijas numurs

Identification of means of transport
	3. Apliecības izsniedzēja institūcija

Inspection body issuing the certificate

	4. Produkta pārstrādes veids, pārstrādātāja nosaukums un adrese

Intended industrial use, name and address of processor
	5. Pārbaudes institūcija reģionā, kurā paredzēts veikt pārstrādi

Inspection body for the region where processing is to take place

	6. Iesaiņojumu kopskaits vai norāde

"neiesaiņots"

Numbers of packages or the words "in bulk"
	7. Produkta veids un izcelsmes valsts

Nature of goods/country of origin
	8. Kopsvars kg (bruto/neto)(1)
Total weight in kg gross/net(1)

	9.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Muitas iestāde: ielaists/izlaists(1)
	
	Izsniegšanas vieta un datums
	Z.v.

	
	Customs office foreseen: entry/exit(1)
	
	Place and date of issue
	Inspection stamp

	Inspektors
	
	
	
	

	
	(vārds un uzvārds drukātiem burtiem)
	
	(paraksts)
	

	Inspector
	
	
	
	

	
	(name in block letters)
	
	Signature
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10. Piebildes

Comments

	11. Pārstrādātājs apliecina, ka iepriekš norādītais produkts ir pārstrādāts.

The processor certifies that the product indicated above has been processed
Vieta un datums Paraksts Z.v.

Place and date Signature Stamp 


(1) Lieko svītrot/delete as appropriate.
Annex 5

Cabinet Regulation No. 589
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Import/Export Model Certificate

Ievešanas/izvešanas apliecība

Import/Export Certificate for fresh fruit and vegetable

	1. Pārdevējs

Trader
	Apliecība Nr.___________

Certificate No____________
(Šo apliecību izmanto tikai Pārtikas un veterinārais dienests)

(This certificate is exclusively for the use of the Food and Veterinary Service)

	2. Iesaiņotājs un/vai iepakotājs (ja tas nav pārdevējs)

Packer identified on packaging (if other than trader)
	3. Pārbaudes institūcija

Inspection body

	
	4. Pārbaudes vieta/izcelsmes valsts(1)
Place of inspection/country of origin(1)
	5. Galamērķis (reģions vai valsts)

Region or country of destination

	6. Transportlīdzekļa marka un valsts reģistrācijas numurs

Identification of means of transport
	7. ٱ Izvešana/Export
ٱ Ievešana/Import

	8. Iesaiņojums un/vai iepakojums (skaits un veids)

Packages (number and type)
	9. Produkta veids (arī šķirne, ja tas noteikts standartā)

Type of product (variety if the standard specifies)
	10. Šķira

Quality class
	11. Kopsvars (kg) bruto/neto(2)
Total weight in kg gross/net(2)

	12. Pārbaudes institūcija apliecina, ka iepriekš norādītais produkts pārbaudes brīdī atbilst Latvijas valsts standartam.

Th inspection authority certifies, following inspection by sampling, that the abovementioned goods corresponded at the time of inspection to the quality standards in force.

	
	
	
	

	Muitas iestāde: ielaists/izlaists(2)
Customs office foreseen: entry/exit(2)
	
	Izsniegšanas vieta un datums

Place and date of issue
	

	Derīguma termiņš ________dienas

Period of validity ________ days

	Inspektors ______________________________ _____________________ Z.v.

(vārds un uzvārds drukātiem burtiem) (paraksts) Inspection stamp
Inspector: (name in block letters) Signature

	13. Piebildes:

Comments:


(1) Ja produktu reeksportē, 9.punktā norāda tā izcelsmi/where the produce is re-exported, indicate its origin in Box 9.
(2) Lieko svītrot/delete as appropriate.
Minister for Agriculture 
M. Roze
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