Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.


Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 597

Adopted 27 December 2002.
Procedures by which Opinions regarding the Origin of Goods or Conformity of Goods to the Code of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia are Issued

(Minutes No. 60, Paragraph 22) 
Issued pursuant to 

Section 131, Paragraph one of the Customs Law 

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures by which, on the basis of a written submission of a person, the Central Customs Board of the State Revenue Service (hereinafter – responsible customs authority) and the authorised customs authorities of the State Revenue Service (hereinafter – authorised customs authority) shall provide a written opinion regarding the origin of goods or the conformity of goods to the code of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia (hereinafter – opinion).

2. The opinion shall be provided in three stages:

2.1. at the stage of pre-customs clearance of goods – responsible customs authority;

2.2. at the stage of customs clearance of goods – responsible or authorised customs authority; and

2.3. at the stage of post-clearance of goods – responsible or authorised customs authority.

3. Notifying the decision related to the opinion, the responsible customs authority and the authorised customs authority shall set out the procedures regarding the appeal thereof.

4. An opinion regarding the origin of goods (Annex 1) and an opinion regarding conformity of goods to the code of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia (Annex 2) may only be utilised by the submitter of the submission.

II. Stage of Pre-customs Clearance of Goods
5. An importer or an exporter of goods (hereinafter – person) shall, in accordance with the procedures specified in these Regulations, submit a written submission to the responsible customs authority requesting an opinion to be provided.

6. At the stage of pre-customs clearance of goods an opinion of the responsible customs authority is binding on State administrative institutions only in relation to such goods the customs clearance of which has been completed.

7. A submission by a person for determination of the origin of goods (Annex 3) or a submission for determination of the conformity of goods to the code of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia (Annex 4) and copies of all the documents of the particular consignment of goods (contract for delivery, documents attesting to quality), presenting the originals of the documents, shall only apply to the same type of goods. The same type of goods within the meaning of these Regulations are goods which have the same name, specified manufacturer, the same marking of the manufacturer and the same composition. 
8. If, in determining the origin of goods or the code of goods, there is a substantiated necessity to receive additional information, the responsible customs authority shall request the person to submit such. If any disagreement occurs, complete information, as well as copies of correspondence, shall, if necessary, be submitted to the responsible customs authority.

9. The responsible customs authority shall provide an opinion regarding the origin of goods within a time period of 150 days after the receipt of the submission. If it is not possible to provide the referred to opinion within a time period of 150 days, the responsible customs authority has a duty to notify in writing the person thereof explaining the reasons for the necessity to extend the time period, and to indicate the possible time period for the provision of the opinion, which shall not exceed one month from the day when the person has been notified regarding the necessary extension.

10. The responsible customs authority shall provide an opinion regarding the conformity of goods to the code of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia within a time period of three months after receipt of the submission. If it is not possible to provide the referred to opinion within a time period of three months, the responsible customs authority has a duty to notify the person in writing thereof explaining the reasons for the necessity to extend the time period, and to indicate the possible time period for the provision of the opinion which shall not exceed one month from the day when the person has been notified in writing regarding the necessary extension.

11. The data included in the opinion regarding the origin of goods (Annex 5) and in the opinion regarding the conformity of goods to the code of the Combined Nomenclature (Annex 6) shall, in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments, be stored in the database of the responsible customs authority. An authorised customs authority shall transfer the referred to opinions together with a copy of the submission of a person (Annex 3 or 4) to the database of the responsible customs authority for storage within a time period of 10 working days after the provision of the opinion.

12. If the responsible customs authority determines that different opinions regarding the origin of goods have been issued in relation to the same type of goods from one state, and if three years have not passed from the day of the issuing of the first opinion, the person shall be notified regarding non-conformity of the opinions. In such cases, in order to determine and specify the origin of goods, the responsible customs authority shall perform a repeat examination of the documents and samples submitted, if necessary, consulting the Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

13. If the responsible customs authority determines that the different opinions regarding conformity of goods to the code of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia have been issued in relation to the same type of goods, and if six years have not passed from the date of issue of the first opinion, the person shall be notified regarding non-conformity of the opinions. In such case, in order to determine the code of goods, the responsible customs authority shall, after consultation with the Ministry of Finance and in accordance with the International Harmonised Commodity Description and Coding System, the Combined Nomenclature of the European Union and the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia, perform a repeat examination of the documents and samples submitted.

14. If the responsible customs authority considers that the information submitted is not adequate for the provision of an opinion regarding the origin of goods or an opinion regarding conformity of goods to the code of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia, it shall request additional information. The responsible customs authority shall provide an opinion regarding the origin of goods within a time period of 150 days from the day of receipt of additional information, but an opinion regarding conformity of goods to the code of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia – within a time period of three months from the day of receipt of the additional information. The time period shall begin on the day of receipt of the last information and the responsible customs authority shall notify the person thereof. 
15. If the responsible customs authority determines that the opinion regarding the origin of goods or the opinion regarding conformity of goods to the code of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia has been issued on the basis of inadequate or false information, it shall declare the relevant opinion invalid.

III. Stage of Customs Clearance of Goods
16. At the stage of customs clearance of goods, in accordance with the procedures prescribed by these Regulations, the person has the right to request that the responsible or authorised customs authority determines the origin of goods or conformity thereof to the code of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia.

17. In order to receive an opinion regarding the origin of goods or an opinion regarding conformity of goods to the code of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia, a person shall submit a written submission and copies of all the documents of the particular consignment of goods (contract for delivery, bill of lading of goods, documents attesting to quality) presenting the originals of the documents to the responsible or the authorised customs authority.

18. The responsible or the authorised customs authority shall provide the relevant opinion within the time periods referred to in Paragraphs 9 and 19 of these Regulations.

19. If a substantiated necessity for additional information arises, the responsible or authorised customs authority is entitled to request that the person provides additional information and samples of goods.

20. If it is necessary to receive the data of a laboratory analysis (test report) for the provision of an opinion, the responsible or  authorised customs authority shall refer the relevant request to the laboratory of an institution specified by the State Revenue Service.

21. If a disagreement arises between the responsible or authorised customs authority and the person in relation to the opinion, the responsible or authorised customs authority shall prepare an opinion again within the time period specified in regulatory enactments after consultation with the Ministry of Finance and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

22. If the responsible or authorised customs authority determines that the opinion regarding the origin of goods or the opinion regarding conformity of goods to the code of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia has been issued on the basis of inadequate or false information, it shall declare the relevant opinion invalid.

IV. Stage of Post-clearance of Goods
23. The responsible or authorised customs authority shall examine the opinions already issued, as well as examine whether the procedural norms have been observed in issuing the opinions.
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Annex 1

Cabinet Regulation No. 597

27 December 2002

Opinion regarding Origin of Goods

(to be issued to a person)

	1. ___________________________________________________

(responsible or authorised customs authority)

___________________________________________________
	2. Number _______________ and date of issue ___________ of the opinions provided by the responsible or the authorised customs authority

	3. Personal data__________________________

__________________________________________

(for a natural person – given name, surname, personal identification number, address, for a legal person – name, registration number, date, legal address)
	Restricted access information
	4. The date of coming into the effect of the opinion

____________________________________

	______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
	5. Date and number of the submission

____________________________________

	
	6. Classification of goods in conformity with the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia

	Important notes.

If circumstances have not substantially changed, the opinion is valid for three years from the date of issue thereof.

The information provided by the person shall be kept in the database for three years from the date of submission thereof.

The person has the right to appeal the decision of the responsible or the authorised customs authority.

If necessary, the holder of an opinion shall prove that the relevant goods fully conform to the information specified.

	7. Description of goods and methods utilised for testing of the description of goods (if necessary), commercial value of goods
	Restricted access information

	8. State of origin and legal framework (preferential/non-preferential origin, reference to regulatory enactments (agreements, conventions))

	9. Determination of origin (last important processing operation of goods fully obtained in the relevant territory)

	10. Ex-works price 1 (if necessary)
	Restricted access information
	11. Reference to the opinion regarding origin of goods

	
	

	12. Basic materials to be utilised (if necessary)
	State of origin
	HS 2 position/CN 3 code
	Value
	Restricted access information

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	13. Reference to the opinion regarding origin of goods

	14. Processing or treatment for acquisition of the origin (if necessary)
	Restricted access information

	15. Language

	16. Reference to the opinion regarding origin of goods already issued or a submission regarding determination of the origin of goods
	17. Reference to the opinion regarding origin of goods already issued or a submission regarding determination of the origin of goods

	18. Key-words
	Restricted access information

	19. Opinion regarding the origin of goods issued on the basis of the following documents submitted:


Notes.

1 Ex-works price – price of goods, which includes delivery from the factory.

2 HS - Harmonised Commodity Description and Coding System.

3 CN – Combined Nomenclature of Latvia.

	
	
	

	(place of issue)
	
	(signature and full name of the official)


	
	
	Place for a seal

	(date)
	
	


Minister for Finance 
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Opinion regarding Conformity of Goods to the Code of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia 

(to be issued to a person)

	1. ___________________________________________________

(responsible or authorised customs authority)

___________________________________________________
	2. Number _______________ and date of issue ___________ of the opinions provided by the responsible or the authorised customs authority

	3. Personal data___________________________

__________________________________________

(for a natural person - given name, surname, personal identification number, address; for a legal person - name, registration number, date, legal address)
	Restricted access information
	4. The date of coming into the effect of the opinion

____________________________________

	______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
	5. Date and number of submission

____________________________________

	
	6. Classification of goods in conformity with the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia

	Important notes.

If circumstances have not substantially changed, the opinion is valid for six years from the date of issue thereof.

The information provided by the person shall be kept in the database for six years from the date of submission thereof.

The person has the right to appeal the decision of the responsible or authorised customs authority.

	7. Description of .goods

	8. Commercial and other additional information
	Restricted access information

	9. Justification of the code determined


10. Materials submitted by the person on the basis of which the opinion has been issued (mark the appropriate answer with “x”):

� description 
� brochures 
� photographs 
� samples 
� other materials
	
	
	

	(place of issue)
	
	(signature and full name of the official)


	
	
	Place for a seal

	(date)
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Submission

for Determination of Origin of Goods

	Date
	
	
	Reference to the opinion previously issued

	
	
	

	(responsible or authorised customs authority)
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Telephone number
	

	
	
	Fax number
	

	
	
	E-mail address
	


Submitter

	

	(for a natural person - given name, surname, personal identification number, address; for a legal person - name, registration number, date, legal address)

	

	

	


	Telephone number
	

	Fax number
	

	E-mail address
	


Description of goods

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Samples (mark the appropriate answer with an “x”): � yes � no

	Number of sample units attached__________
	Date of dispatch ___________


	

	(signature and full name of the submitter)
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V. Dombrovskis
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27 December 2002

Submission

for Determination of Conformity of Goods to the Code of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia

	Date
	
	
	Reference to the opinion previously issued

	
	
	

	(responsible or authorised customs authority)
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Telephone number
	

	
	
	Fax number
	

	
	
	E-mail address
	


Submitter

	

	(for a natural person - given name, surname, personal identification number, address; for a legal person - name, registration number, date, legal address)

	

	

	


	Telephone number
	

	Fax number
	

	E-mail address
	


Description of .goods

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Samples (mark the appropriate answer with an “x”): � yes � no

	Number of sample units attached__________
	Date of dispatch____________


Positions and sub-positions of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia to be examined

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	

	(signature and full name of the submitter)
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V. Dombrovskis

Annex 5

Cabinet Regulation No. 597

27 December 2002

Opinion regarding Origin of Goods
(for storage in the database of the responsible customs authority)

	1. ___________________________________________________

(responsible or authorised customs authority)

___________________________________________________
	2. Number _______________ and date of issue ___________ of the opinions provided by the responsible or the authorised customs authority

	3. Personal data___________________________

__________________________________________

(for a natural person - given name, surname, personal identification number, address; for a legal person - name, registration number, date, legal address)
	Restricted access information
	4. The date of coming into the effect of the opinion

____________________________________

	______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
	5. Date and number of submission

____________________________________

	
	6. Classification of goods in conformity with the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia

	Important notes.

If circumstances have not substantially changed, the opinion is valid for three years from the date of issue thereof.

The information provided by the person shall be kept in the database for three years from the date of submission thereof.

The person has the right to appeal the decision of the responsible or authorised customs authority.

If necessary, the holder of an opinion shall prove that the relevant goods fully conform to the information specified.

	7. Description of goods and methods utilised for testing of the description of goods (if necessary), commercial value of goods


	Restricted access information

	8. State of origin and legal framework (preferential/non-preferential origin, reference to regulatory enactments (agreements, conventions))

	9. Determination of origin (last important processing operation of goods fully obtained in the relevant territory)

	10. Ex-works price1 (if necessary)
	Restricted access information
	11. Reference to the opinion regarding the origin of goods

	
	

	12. Basic materials to be utilised (if necessary)
	State of origin
	HS2 position/CN3 code
	Value
	Restricted access information

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	13. Reference to the opinion regarding origin of goods

	14. Processing or treatment for acquisition of  the origin (if necessary)
	Restricted access Information

	15. Language

	16. Reference to the opinion regarding origin of goods already issued or a submission regarding determination of the origin of goods
	17. Reference to the opinion regarding origin of goods already issued or a submission regarding determination of the origin of goods

	18. Key-words
	Restricted access information

	19. Opinion regarding the origin of goods issued on the basis of the following documents submitted:


	
	
	

	(place of issue)
	
	(signature and full name of the official)


	
	
	Place for a seal

	(date)
	
	


	20.
	Responsible or authorised customs authority which, if necessary, shall provide additional information
	
	21. Number ______ and date of issue ______ of the opinion provided by the responsible or authorised customs authority

	
	
	
	

	
	(name, address, telephone number, fax number)
	
	

	
	
	
	22. Submission submitted in ___________ language

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	23. Notes


Notes.

1 Ex-works price – price of goods which includes delivery from the factory.

2HS - Harmonised Commodity Description and Coding System.

3CN – Combined Nomenclature of Latvia.
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Opinion regarding Conformity of Goods to the Code of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia 

(for storage in the database of the responsible customs authority)

	1. ___________________________________________________

(responsible or authorised customs authority)

___________________________________________________
	2. Number _______________ and date of issue ___________ of the opinions provided by the responsible or the authorised customs authority

	3. Personal data___________________________

__________________________________________

(for a natural person - given name, surname, personal identification number, address; for a legal person - name, registration number, date, legal address)
	Restricted access information
	4. The date of coming into the effect of the opinion

____________________________________

	______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
	5. Date and number of submission

____________________________________

	
	6. Classification of goods in conformity with the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia

	Important notes.

If circumstances have not substantially changed, the opinion is valid for six years from the date of issue thereof.

The information provided by the person shall be kept in the database for six years from the date of submission thereof.

The person has the right to appeal the decision of the responsible or authorised customs authority.

	7. Description of .goods

	8. Commercial and other additional information
	Restricted access information

	9. Justification of the code determined


10. Materials submitted by the person on the basis of which the opinion has been issued (mark the appropriate answer with “x”):

� description 
� brochures 
� photographs 
� samples 
� other materials
	
	
	

	(place of issue)
	
	(signature and full name of the official)


	
	
	Place for a seal

	(date)
	
	


	11.
	Responsible or authorised customs authority which, if necessary, shall provide additional information
	
	12. Number ______ and date of issue ______ of the opinion provided by the responsible or authorised customs authority

	
	
	
	

	
	(name, address, telephone number, fax number)
	
	

	
	
	
	13. Submission submitted in ___________ language

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	14. Notes


Minister for Finance 
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