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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 597

Adopted 13 July 2004

Procedures for Environmental Noise Assessment
Issued pursuant to

Section 18.1, Paragraph three of the

Law On Pollution
I. General Provisions
1. These Regulations prescribe:

1.1. noise indicators, procedures for the application thereof and methods of assessment thereof;

1.2. requirements and time periods for noise mapping, as well as for the development of strategic noise maps and action plans for noise reduction;

1.3. methods for the assessment of harmful effects caused by environmental noise;

1.4. procedures by which co-operation with neighbouring countries shall be implemented in the assessment and reduction of environmental noise (if transboundary impact has been observed); and

1.5. information regarding environmental noise to be provided to the public and the European Commission, procedures and time periods for the provision thereof, as well as procedures by which the public shall be involved in the development of an action plan for noise reduction.

2. These Regulations do not apply to:

2.1. noise caused by the person who is himself or herself exposed to the noise;

2.2. noise at places of work and noise in means of transport;

2.3. noise caused by military activities within military territories;

2.4. public recreational and sporting events, which are co-ordinated with the territorial local government; and

2.5. informing of inhabitants and the operation of alert system sirens.

[31 January 2006]

3. The purpose of these Regulations is to prevent or reduce the harmful effects and discomfort caused by environmental noise, as well as to ensure the development of an action plan for noise reduction (hereinafter — action plan).

4. The following terms are used in these Regulations:

4.1. agglomeration – a territory consisting of at least one city the population count in which exceeds 100000, and of one or several administrative territories of territorial local governments bordering upon the relevant city (to enable more effective environmental noise assessment);

4.2. acoustical planning – controlling expected noise by using planned measures, for example, spatial planning, design of traffic systems, and traffic planning, as well as noise reduction by sound-insulation measures and noise control at the source of origin thereof;

4.3. motor road – a regional, national or international motor road on which the traffic intensity is more than three million vehicles per year;

4.4. discomfort – the degree of public annoyance caused by noise as determined in surveys;

4.5. railway line – a railway line on which the traffic intensity is more than 30000 trains per year;

4.6. harmful effects – negative effects upon human health caused by environmental noise;

4.7. quiet area in an agglomeration – a territory of an agglomeration determined by the relevant local government where the value of the noise indicator for any noise source is lower than the limit value for noise;

4.8. quiet area in a rural district – a territory in a rural district determined by the relevant local government to be free of noise caused by traffic, industrial activity or recreational activities; 

4.9. airport – a civil airport where aircraft movements (take-off or landing) take place more than 50000 times per year, except for movements performed purely for training purposes by light aircraft;

4.10. dwelling with special noise insulation – a building equipped with special sound insulation against one or several types of environmental noise and such ventilation or air-conditioning equipment that enables the constant maintenance of isolation from environmental noise;

4.11. dwelling with a quiet façade – a dwelling at the façade of which the value of the noise indicator Lden caused by a particular noise source that has been determined at a height of 4 m above the ground and at a distance of 2 m from the façade is by more than 20 dB(A) lower than at the façade with the highest value for the noise indicator Lden;

4.12. assessment – the measurement, calculation and prediction of noise indicators or noise-related harmful effects;

4.13. limit value for noise – the permissible value of a noise indicator upon the exceeding of which a local government or the Ministry of Transport considers the possibility of taking measures or takes measures that reduce the effects caused by noise; and

4.14. noise-and-effect relation – the relationship between the value of a noise indicator and the harmful effects of noise.

5. The territorial local government of an agglomeration city (the number of inhabitants exceeds 100000) and territorial local governments the administrative territory of which borders upon the relevant city (hereinafter — local government of the agglomeration), as well as the Ministry of the Environment shall,  taking into account noise sources and population density, determine the borders of the agglomeration according to mutual agreement.

6. A common strategic noise map and action plan shall be developed for an agglomeration. The local governments of an agglomeration shall approve the map and action plan by means of binding regulations in accordance with the Law On Local Governments.

II. Noise Indicators, Procedures for the Application thereof and Methods of Assessment thereof

7. The types of noise indicators:

7.1. Lden – a day-evening-night noise indicator that characterises the overall discomfort caused by noise;

7.2. Lday – a daytime noise indicator that characterises discomfort caused during the day;

7.3. Levening – an evening noise indicator that characterises discomfort caused during the evening;

7.4. Lnight – a night noise indicator that characterises sleep disturbances caused by noise; and

7.5. Lhour – an hourly noise indicator that characterises discomfort caused within the time period of an hour.

8. Procedures for the application of noise indicators and methods of assessment are specified in Annex 1 of these Regulations.

9. The noise indicators Lden and Lnight shall be applied in the development of strategic noise maps, taking into account that the values for the noise indicators Lden and Lnight are depicted with a 5 dB(A) step in conformity with Sub-paragraphs 23.3 and 24.2 of these Regulations, as well as in acoustical planning and noise zoning.

10. The noise indicator Lhour shall be applied in the following cases:

10.1. the noise source to be investigated operates less than 20% of the day-, evening- or night-time over the course of a year; or

10.2. the average number of noise events (noise that lasts for less than five minutes, for example, the noise caused by a passing train or a passing aircraft) per hour is insignificant (also less than one noise event per hour).

11. Measurements of environmental noise shall be performed by:

11.1. laboratories which have been accredited by the Latvian National Accreditation Bureau in conformity with the standard LVSENISO/IEC17025:2005 “General requirements for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories” and in respect of which announcements have been published by the Ministry of Economics in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of the Republic of Latvia]; and

11.2. other European Union Member State accredited laboratories, which in performing noise measurements comply with the requirements referred to in Annex 1 of these Regulations.

[31 January 2006]

11.1 The measurement of environmental noise shall be performed by means of measurement, which have been certified in conformity with the requirements specified in regulatory enactments regarding means of measurement subject to State metrological control.  

[31 January 2006]

12. Limit values for noise are specified in Annex 2 of these Regulations. A local government is entitled by means of binding regulations to adopt lower limit values for noise in the administrative territory thereof in order to preserve quiet areas in the agglomeration.

13. Compliance with the limit values for noise for economic activity equipment (including ventilation and freezing equipment, compressors and lifts) and noise created by means of transport shall be controlled by the State Sanitary Inspection. Compliance with the limit values for noise for the playing of music and other noise associated with public order shall be controlled by the relevant local government institution to which the local government has delegated the referred to function.

[31 January 2006]

14. Persons in whose ownership or use are noise sources due to the operation of which the limit values for noise have been exceeded, shall be liable for the exceeding of the limit values for noise. They shall cover all of the expenses associated with the measuring of the environmental noise.

15. If a body subordinate to a Ministry performs environmental noise measurements, the fees for the paid service shall be determined in accordance with regulatory enactments regarding price lists for paid services provided by State administrative institutions. If a body of the relevant local government performs the measurements of environmental noise, the local government shall approve the measuring fees.

[3 January 2006]

15.1 In a territory in which commercial activities are performed utilising electro-acoustic systems, and which borders on other territories referred to in Annex 2 of these Regulations or the residential and public building premises referred to in regulatory enactments regarding acoustic noise standards in residential and public building premises, the electro-acoustic system shall be equipped with sound limiters if it is otherwise not possible to ensure the environmental limit values for noise or compliance with the permitted acoustic noise standards.

[30 November 2004;31 January 2006] 

16. In a territory where the value of the noise indicator Lnight or noise indicator Lhour (night) exceeds the limit value for noise specified in Annex 2 of these Regulations by not more than 15 dB(A), the construction or reconstruction of buildings conforming to the planned (permitted) type of use of the territory prescribed in the spatial plan of the territorial local government shall be permitted if measures against noise have been designed and implemented in conformity with the requirements specified in the Latvian construction standard LBN 016-03 “Construction Acoustics”. The relevant local government may permit the reconstruction of a residential house if after reconstruction it is not planned to significantly increase the number of inhabitants and the inhabitants have been warned about the exceeding of the limit values for noise and have consented to the reconstruction.

[31 January 2006]

III. Development of Strategic Noise Maps

17. Local governments of an agglomeration shall agree upon the procedures for the development of a common strategic noise map, and shall co-operate during the development of the map.

18. In developing a strategic noise map for a motor road, a railway line or an airport, the Ministry of Transport shall co-operate with the local government the territory of which has been included in the strategic noise map (hereinafter — local government affected by noise).

19. Strategic noise maps:

19.1. shall be developed on the basis of the topographic map specified in the State on a scale that enables the clear distinction of noise sources in the area to be mapped as well as the contours corresponding to a particular level of noise indicators;

19.2. shall include data in relation to one of the following aspects:

19.2.1. an existing, historic or predicted situation with regard to noise expressed by a noise indicator;

19.2.2. the exceeding of the limit values for noise;

19.2.3. an evaluation of the number of dwellings, schools and hospitals in a certain area that are exposed to noise at a specific noise indicator value;  and

19.2.4. an evaluation of the number of people located in the area exposed to the noise.

20. A strategic noise map for agglomerations shall include at least the 60, 65, 70 and 75 dB(A) noise contours.

21. Strategic noise maps shall be presented to the public:

21.1. in the form of a graphical map;

21.2. in the form of numerical data compiled in tables; or

21.3. in the form of electronically compiled numerical data.

22. The results obtained from noise mapping shall be used to:

22.1. obtain data for the development of action plans;

22.2. inform the public; and

22.3. inform the European Commission regarding environmental noise in the territory of Latvia.

23. Strategic noise maps for an agglomeration shall include at least the following:

23.1. noise sources, for example, road traffic, railway traffic, airports and industrial activity zones, ports and environmental noise caused thereby expressed in terms of noise indicators.  The noise caused by each type of noise source shall also be depicted in a separate map;

23.2.  exceedances of the limit values for noise;

23.3. the number of people living in dwellings where the values of noise indicators that have been determined 4 m above the ground at the façade most exposed to noise falls into the following zones:

23.3.1. for the noise indicator Lden: 55–59, 60–64, 65–69, 70–74, > 75 dB(A);

23.3.2. for the noise indicator Lnight: 50–54, 55–59, 60–64, 65–69, > 70 dB(A);

23.4. information on how the people living in the zones referred to in Sub-paragraph 23.3 of these Regulations are affected by noise caused by road traffic, railway traffic and air traffic, as well as by noise sources of industrial activity (information on noise caused by each noise source shall be indicated separately); and

23.5. the number of people, in conformity with Sub-paragraph 23.3 of these Regulations, who live in dwellings with special sound insulation and dwellings with a quiet façade and the effect of noise caused by motor roads, railway lines and airports thereon (if the relevant data are available).

24. A strategic noise map for a motor road, a railway line and an airport shall include at least the following information:

24.1. exceedances of the limit values for noise;

24.2. the number of people living outside agglomerations in dwellings where the values of noise indicators that have been determined 4 m above the ground at the façade most exposed to noise falls into the following zones:

24.2.1. for the noise indicator Lden: 55–59, 60–64, 65–69, 70–74, > 75 dB(A);

24.2.2. for the noise indicator Lnight: 50–54, 55–59, 60–64, 65–69, > 70 dB(A);

24.3. the number of people, in conformity with Sub-paragraph 24.2 of these Regulations, who live in dwellings with special sound insulation and dwellings with a quiet façade (if the relevant data are available); and

24.4. the total area (km2) that is exposed to noise at values of the noise indicator Lden greater than 55, 65 and 75 dB(A), respectively. The number of dwellings and the number of people living in each of the areas referred to shall also be indicated, including agglomerations. Noise contours 55 dB(A) and 65 dB(A) shall also be depicted on one or more maps showing the layout of parishes, towns and agglomerations.
25. The number of people referred to in Sub-paragraphs 23 and 24 of these Regulations shall be specified rounded off to the nearest hundred.

26. In order to inform the public about environmental noise and to develop action plans, strategic noise maps shall be developed in which:

26.1. the information on environmental noise is in a graphical form;

26.2.  exceedances of the limit values for noise are included; and

26.3. if necessary, the value of the noise indicator at a different height is specified (other than 4 m above the ground).

27. Local governments of an agglomeration, subsequent to the development of a strategic noise map for the agglomeration, shall develop a summary of the noise mapping results. The summary shall contain at least the following information:

27.1. the location, area (km2), population of the agglomeration;

27.2. local governments of the agglomeration and their addresses;

27.3. the methods of calculation or measurement of the noise indicators used; and

27.4. compiled information on the data included in the strategic noise maps, including any exceedances of the limit values for noise.

28. Subsequent to the development of a strategic noise map for a motor road, a railway line or an airport, the Ministry of Transport shall develop a summary of the noise mapping results. The summary shall include at least the following information:

28.1. a general description of the motor road, railway line or airport (location, size and data on traffic) and a characterisation of the surroundings (agglomeration, parishes, rural landscape or other environment, type of use of land, other noise sources);

28.2. the calculation or measurement methods used; and

28.3. compiled information on the data included in the strategic noise maps, including any exceedances of the limit values for noise.

29. Local governments of an agglomeration and the Ministry of Transport shall submit the approved strategic noise map and the results obtained from the noise mapping to the Latvian Environmental, Geological and Meteorological Agency (subsequent also to co-ordination electronically of the electronic data media with the Latvian Environmental, Geological and Meteorological Agency). The Latvian Environmental, Geological and Meteorological Agency shall ensure the storage of the referred to documents.

[31 January 2006]

30. Local governments of an agglomeration and the Ministry of Transport shall review the relevant strategic noise maps at least once every five years and, if necessary, revise them.

IV. Informing of the Public regarding Development and Approval of Strategic Noise Maps

31. The Latvian Environmental, Geological and Meteorological Agency shall post on the Internet home page of the Agency information regarding the bodies responsible for the development and approval of strategic noise maps.

[31 January 2006]

32. The public shall be informed of the development of a strategic noise map in accordance with the following procedures:

32.1. local governments of the agglomeration shall post on the Internet home page of the relevant local governments a draft strategic noise map for the agglomeration, a summary of the noise mapping and an announcement regarding the developed draft strategic noise map, as well as publish the referred to announcement in local newspapers, display in the premises of the local government (in a place where any interested person may become acquainted therewith) and, if possible, in other public places; and

32.2. the Ministry of Transport shall post on the Internet home page of the Ministry a draft strategic noise map for a motor road, railway line or airport, a summary of the noise mapping and an announcement regarding the developed draft strategic noise map, as well as publish the referred to announcement in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis and, together with the draft strategic noise map and the summary of the noise mapping, send to the local government affected by the noise. The local government affected by the noise shall display the announcement in the premises of the local government (in a place where any interested person may become acquainted therewith) and, if possible, in other public places.

33. The announcement referred to in Sub-paragraphs 32.1 and 32.2 of these Regulations shall specify the following information:

33.1. the title of the strategic noise map;

33.2. the body, which has ensured the development of the draft strategic noise map, the address, telephone number and Internet home page address thereof;

33.3. the place and time in which persons may obtain information on the draft strategic noise map and the summary thereof, as well as become acquainted with the relevant documents; and

33.4. the place and time period by which the public may submit written proposals and comments regarding the draft strategic noise map. The time period for the submission of proposals and comments may not be less than 40 days from the day of publication of the announcement.

34. Local governments of an agglomeration, in addition to the information referred to in Paragraph 33 of these Regulations, shall specify in the announcement the time and place of the meeting for public discussion.

35. At least 10 days after the newspaper publication of the announcement referred to in Paragraph 32 of these Regulations, the local governments of the agglomeration shall organise a meeting for public discussion of the draft strategic noise map for the agglomeration.

36. Local governments of the agglomeration shall ensure that the meeting for public discussion of the draft strategic noise map for the agglomeration takes place in premises accessible to the public, as well as shall prepare the necessary informative materials and copies of documents, chair the meeting, ensure the taking of minutes and compile the results. Any person is entitled to participate in the meeting and express proposals.

37. A person who has participated in a meeting for public discussion may become acquainted with the minutes at the relevant local government and not later than three working days after the meeting may hand in a submission stating his or her individual opinion. The local government of the agglomeration shall attach the submission to the minutes.

38. The public shall be informed of the approval of the strategic noise map in the following manner:

38.1. the announcement of the local government of the agglomeration regarding approval of the strategic noise map for the agglomeration shall be posted on the Internet home page of the relevant local governments and displayed in the premises of the relevant local government (in a place where any interested person may become acquainted therewith) and, if possible, in other public places; and

38.2. the Ministry of Transport shall within 10 days after approval of a strategic noise map for a motor road, railway line or airport post an announcement regarding the approval of the strategic noise map on the Internet home page of the Ministry and publish it in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis, and send it to the local government affected by the noise. The local government affected by the noise shall display the announcement in the premises of the local government (in a place where any interested person may become acquainted therewith) and, if possible, in other public places.

39. The announcement referred to in Sub-paragraphs 38.1 and 38.2 of these Regulations shall include the following information:

39.1. the title and the date of approval of the strategic noise map;

39.2. the body that has developed the strategic noise map, the address, telephone number and address of the Internet home page thereof; and

39.3. the place and time in which persons may become acquainted with the strategic noise map and the summary of the noise mapping.

40. Local governments of an agglomeration and the Ministry of Transport shall provide the public with an opportunity to become acquainted with the relevant approved strategic noise maps and the summary of the noise mapping, post the referred to documents on the Internet home pages of the local governments of the agglomeration and the Ministry of Transport, as well as distribute informative materials.

V. Development of Action Plans

41. An action plan shall be developed for the agglomerations, motor roads, railway lines and airports for which strategic noise maps have been developed. The action plan shall be developed to prevent or reduce environmental noise, if necessary, or to preserve the existing situation in territories where noise indicators meet the requirements prescribed by these Regulations.

42. Local governments of an agglomeration shall agree upon procedures for the development of a common action plan, as well as co-operate during the development of the plan.

43. The Ministry of Transport shall co-operate with the local government affected by noise when developing an action plan for a motor road, railway line or airport.

44. If in developing an action plan for a motor road, railway line or airport, the Ministry of Transport does not agree to a proposal submitted by a local government, the Ministry shall organise a meeting with representatives of the local government affected by the noise in order to agree upon the relevant proposal.

45. An action plan shall include the following information:

45.1. a description of the agglomeration, motor road, railway line or airport, as well as other noise sources;

45.2. the body that has ensured the development of the strategic noise maps and action plan, the address thereof;

45.3. regulatory enactments that refer to environmental noise (brief description);

45.4. the limit values in force for noise;

45.5. a summary of the results of the noise mapping;

45.6. an evaluation of the number of people exposed to the noise, identification of problems and situations to be improved;

45.7. an overview of the proposals submitted by the public (the action plan for an agglomeration shall be accompanied by the minutes of the meeting for public discussion);

45.8. noise reduction measures taken and planned (including measures to be taken if the limit values for noise are exceeded), for example, traffic and territory planning, technological improvements of noise sources, selection of quieter noise sources;

45.9. measures which the local governments of the agglomeration or the Ministry of Transport have intended to take within the next five years (including measures for the preservation of quiet areas in the agglomeration);

45.10. information regarding planned long-term measures or projects that may affect the achievement of the results specified in the action plan;

45.11. information on the expected costs of the measures included in the action plan, as well as, if possible, a cost-effectiveness assessment and benefit-and-loss assessment;

45.12. an evaluation of the decrease in the number of people affected by the noise (sleep disturbances or other discomfort caused by noise); and

45.13. procedures for the implementation of the action plan and assessment of results.

46. The information referred to in Sub-paragraph 45.6 of these Regulations, if such data are available, shall specify the results of assessment of harmful effects. Harmful effects shall be assessed by means of noise-and-effect relation:

46.1. the relationship between the discomfort caused by noise and the noise indicator Lden for noise caused by road, rail and air traffic, as well as noise caused by industrial activities; and

46.2. the relation between sleep disturbance caused by noise and the noise indicator Lnight for noise caused by road, rail and air traffic, as well as noise caused by industrial activities.

47. For the assessment of harmful effects the noise-and-effect relation shall be used in regards to dwellings with special sound insulation and dwellings with a quiet façade.

48. Subsequent to the development of an action plan, the local governments of the agglomeration and the Ministry of Transport shall develop a summary of the relevant action plan (not longer than 10 pages). To make the summary easily comprehensible to the public, specific technical terms and detailed information shall not be used therein.

49. Local governments of an agglomeration and the Ministry of Transport shall submit the action plan and summary thereof to the Latvian Environmental, Geological and Meteorological Agency (subsequent to co-ordination of the electronic data media with the Latvian Environmental, Geological and Meteorological Agency also electronically). The Latvian Environmental, Geological and Meteorological Agency shall ensure the storage of the referred to documents.

[31 January 2006]

50. The action plan shall be reviewed at least once every five years and, if necessary, revised, as well as reviewed and revised if changes occur which affect the existing situation with regard to noise.

VI. Informing of the Public regarding Development and Approval of Action Plans

51. The Latvian Environmental, Geological and Meteorological Agency shall post on the Internet home page of the Agency information on the bodies responsible for the development and approval of action plans.

[31 January 2006]

52. The public shall be informed of the development of an action plan in the following manner:

52.1. local governments of an agglomeration shall post on the Internet home page of the relevant local governments a draft action plan for the agglomeration, a summary thereof and an announcement regarding the developed draft action plan, as well as publish the referred to announcement in local newspapers, display in the premises of the local government (in a place where any interested person may become acquainted therewith) and, if possible, in other public places; and

52.2. the Ministry of Transport shall post on the Internet home page of the Ministry a draft action plan for a motor road, a railway line or an airport, a summary thereof and an announcement regarding the developed draft action plan, as well as publish the referred to announcement in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis and, together with the draft action plan and the summary thereof, send to the local government affected by the noise. The local government affected by the noise shall display the announcement in the premises of the local government (in a place where any interested person may become acquainted therewith) and, if possible, in other public places.

53. The announcement referred to in Paragraph 52 of these Regulations shall include the following information:

53.1. the title of the action plan;

53.2. the body that has ensured the development of the draft action plan, the address, telephone number and address of the Internet homepage thereof;

53.3. the territory to which the implementation of the action plan applies and the time period within which the action plan is to be implemented;

53.4. the place and time in which the public may obtain information on the draft action plan and the summary thereof, as well as become acquainted with the relevant documents; and

53.5. the place and time period by which the public may submit written proposals and comments regarding the draft action plan. The time period for the submission of proposals and comments may not be less than 40 days from the day of publication of the announcement.

54. Local governments of an agglomeration, in addition to the information referred to in Paragraph 53 of these Regulations, shall specify the time and place of the meeting for public discussion.

55. At least 10 days after the newspaper publication of the announcement referred to in Paragraph 52 of these Regulations, the local governments of the agglomeration shall organise a meeting for public discussion of the draft action plan for the agglomeration.

56. Local governments of the agglomeration shall ensure that a meeting for public discussion of a draft action plan for the agglomeration takes place in premises accessible to the public, as well as shall prepare the necessary informative materials and copies of documents, chair the meeting, ensure the taking of minutes and compile the results. Any person is entitled to participate in a meeting and express proposals. A person who has participated in a meeting may become acquainted with the minutes of the meeting at the relevant local government and not later than three working days after the meeting hand in a submission stating his or her individual opinion. The local government of the agglomeration shall attach the submission to the minutes.
57. Local governments of the agglomeration and the Ministry of Transport shall compile, evaluate and incorporate into the action plan the received written proposals and comments on the draft action plan, as well as prepare an overview of the proposals. The overview shall specify the proposals that have been taken into account as well as any rejected proposals (with a justification for the rejection). The overview of the local government of the agglomeration of the proposals shall be accompanied by the minutes of the meeting for public discussion.
58. The public shall be informed of the approval of an action plan in the following manner:

58.1. local governments of an agglomeration shall post an announcement regarding approval of an action plan for the agglomeration on the Internet home page of the relevant local governments and display it in the premises of the relevant local government (in a place where any interested person may become acquainted therewith) and, if possible, in other public places; and

58.2. the Ministry of Transport shall, within 10 days after approval of an action plan for a motor road, a railway or an airport, post an announcement regarding approval of the action plan on the Internet home page of the Ministry, publish it in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis and send it to the local government affected by the noise. The local government affected by the noise shall display the announcement in the premises of the local government (in a place where any interested person may become acquainted therewith) and, if possible, in other public places.

59. The announcement referred to in Sub-paragraphs 58.1 and 58.2 of these Regulations shall include the following information:

59.1. the title and date of approval of the action plan;

59.2. the body which has developed the action plan, the address, telephone number and address of the Internet home page thereof; and

59.3. place and time in which the public may become acquainted with the action plan and summary thereof.

60. Local governments of the agglomeration and the Ministry of Transport shall provide the public with the opportunity to become acquainted with the relevant approved action plan and summary thereof, post the referred to documents on the Internet home pages of the relevant local governments and the Ministry, as well as distribute informative materials.

VII. Procedures for Implementing Co-operation with Neighbouring Countries in the Evaluation and Reduction of Environmental Noise

61. If an agglomeration, motor road, railway line or airport for which a strategic noise map and action plan is intended to be developed is likely to cause transboundary effects of environmental noise, local governments of the agglomeration or the Ministry of Transport respectively shall send to the Environment State Bureau (hereinafter — Bureau) a request for an evaluation of the transboundary effects of the environmental noise, as well as information on the noise sources, their characteristics and other available information characterising existing and expected environmental noise.

[31 January 2006]

62. Within 40 days after receipt of the request referred to in Paragraph 61 of these Regulations, the Bureau shall evaluate whether any transboundary effect of the noise of the relevant agglomeration, motor road, railway line or airport is observed and shall forward to the local governments of the agglomeration or the Ministry of Transport its decision regarding the transboundary effect.

63. If transboundary effects are observed, local governments of the agglomeration or the Ministry of Transport shall, prior to noise mapping, forward to the neighbouring country exposed to the environmental noise (hereinafter — neighbouring country) a written announcement regarding the intended noise mapping (in a language agreed upon with the neighbouring country). The announcement shall indicate:

63.1. information regarding the intended noise mapping (the title of the map, the body that will ensure the development of the strategic noise map, the time period envisaged for the development of the map, the territory affected by the environmental noise); and

63.2. information as to when and where the neighbouring country may provide an answer regarding its participation in the noise mapping, as well as submit proposals regarding the noise mapping of the relevant territory.

64. Local governments of the agglomeration or the Ministry of Transport in co-operation with the competent state authority that has decided to participate in the noise mapping shall determine the procedures for the noise mapping of the relevant territory.

65. After approval of the strategic noise map, local governments of the agglomeration or the Ministry of Transport shall forward to the competent state authority that took part in the noise mapping an announcement regarding the approved strategic noise map.

66. Prior to the commencement of the development of an action plan, local governments of the agglomeration or the Ministry of Transport shall send to the neighbouring country a written announcement regarding the development of the action plan. The announcement shall indicate:

66.1. information regarding the development of the action plan (the title of the action plan, the body that will ensure the development of the action plan, the time period for the development of the action plan, the territory affected by the environmental noise); and

66.2. information as to when and where the neighbouring country may provide an answer regarding the participation thereof in the development of the action plan, as well as submit proposals regarding the development of the relevant action plan.

67. Local governments of the agglomeration or the Ministry of Transport in co-operation with the competent state authority that has decided to participate in the development of an action plan shall determine procedures for the development of the action plan.

68. Subsequent to the approval of the action plan, the local governments of the agglomeration or the Ministry of Transport shall forward a summary of the action plan to the competent state authority that took part in the development of the action plan.

VIII. Information to be Provided to the European Commission

69. The Latvian Environmental, Geological and Meteorological Agency shall provide to the European Commission the following information on strategic noise maps and action plans:

69.1. the bodies, which ensure the development and approval of strategic noise maps and action plans for agglomerations, motor roads, railway lines and airports;

69.2. with respect to the agglomerations:

69.2.1. a brief description of the agglomeration – location, area, and population count;

69.2.2. noise control programmes implemented and noise control measures to be implemented;

69.2.3. the calculation or measurement methods applied;

69.2.4. the information referred to in Paragraph 23 of these Regulations; and

69.2.5. a summary of the action plan;

69.3. with respect to motor roads, railway lines and airports:

69.3.1. a general description of the motor roads, railway lines and airports (location, size and data on traffic);

69.3.2. a characterisation of the vicinity: agglomerations, parishes, rural landscape or other environment, type of use of the land, other noise sources;

69.3.3. noise control programmes implemented and noise control measures to be implemented;

69.3.4. the calculation or measurement methods applied;

69.3.5. the information referred to in Paragraph 24 of these Regulations; and

69.3.6. a summary of the action plan.

[31 January 2006]

70. The Latvian Environmental, Geological and Meteorological Agency shall provide information to the European Commission within the following time periods:

70.1. by 30 June 2005 and every five years thereafter — information on motor roads on which the traffic intensity is more than six million vehicles per year, on railway lines on which the traffic intensity is more than 60000 trains per year, on airports, as well as agglomerations with more than 250000 inhabitants;

70.2. by 18 July 2005 — information on the limit values for noise specified in Annex 2 of these Regulations (accompanied by explanations regarding the implementation thereof), information on the bodies ensuring the development and approval of strategic noise maps and action plans and information on the authority ensuring the keeping of strategic noise maps and action plans;

70.3. within six months after 30 June 2007 (with respect to strategic noise maps showing noise measurements in the relevant territories for the previous year) and within six months after 18 July 2008 (with respect to action plans) — the information referred to in Paragraph 69 of these Regulations regarding agglomerations with more than 250000 inhabitants, motor roads on which the traffic intensity is more than six million vehicles per year, railway lines on which the traffic intensity is more than 60000 trains per year and airports;

70.4. by 31 December 2008 — information on agglomerations, motor roads and railway lines; and

70.5. within six months after 30 June 2012 (with respect to strategic noise maps showing noise measurements in the relevant territories for the previous year) and within six months after 18 July 2013 (with respect to action plans) — the information referred to in Paragraph 69 of these Regulations regarding agglomerations, motor roads and railway lines.

[31 January 2006]

IX. Closing Provisions

71. For agglomerations with more than 250000 inhabitants, borders shall be determined by 1 October 2004, but for other agglomerations — by 1 September 2008.

72. The Ministry of Transport shall inform the Latvian Environmental, Geological and Meteorological Agency by 30 March 2005 regarding motor roads on which the traffic intensity is more than six million vehicles per year, railway lines on which the traffic intensity is more than 60000 trains per year as well as airports, and by 30 September 2008 — regarding other motor roads and railway lines.

[31 January 2006]

73. Paragraph 11 of these Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 2006.

Informative Reference to European Union Directives

These Regulations contain legal norms arising from Directive 2002/49/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 June 2002 regarding the assessment and management of environmental noise.

Prime Minister 
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Minister for the Environment 
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Annex 1

Cabinet Regulation No. 597

13 July 2004

Procedures for the Application of Noise Indicators and Assessment Methods for Noise Indicators

I. Procedures for the Application of Noise Indicators

1. Assessment of noise indicators:

1.1. the noise indicator Lden (dB(A)) shall be determined by using the following formula:
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	where


Lday — A-weighted long-term average sound level (dB(A)) as defined in the standard LVS ISO 1996-2:2004+A1 “Acoustics – Description and measurement of environmental noise – Part 2: Acquisition of data pertinent to land use” and determined by taking into account all of the days (as part of the day and night period) in a year;

Levening — A-weighted long-term average sound level (dB(A)) as defined in the standard LVS ISO 1996-2:2004+A1 “Acoustics – Description and measurement of environmental noise – Part 2: Acquisition of data pertinent to land use” and determined by taking into account all of the evenings (as part of the day and night period) in a year; and

Lnight — A-weighted long-term average sound level (dB(A)) as defined in the standard LVS ISO 1996-2:2004+A1 “Acoustics – Description and measurement of environmental noise – Part 2: Acquisition of data pertinent to land use” and determined taking into account all of the nights (as part of the day and night period) in a year;

1.2. in assessing noise indicators it shall be taken into account that the duration of the day is 12 hours, the evening – four hours, the night – eight hours. The day shall be from 7.00 to 19.00, the evening – from 19.00 to 23.00, the night – from 23.00 to 7.00. A year shall be an average year as regards meteorological circumstances, which apply to the emission of sound;
1.3. in assessing the noise indicators Lden and Lnight, direct sound shall be taken into consideration – the sound that is reflected at the façade of the particular dwelling shall not be taken into account (the measurement shall be corrected by minus 3 dB(A));

1.4. the height of the assessment point of the noise indicators Lden and Lnight shall be selected in accordance with the intended purpose of use of the data: 
1.4.1. if the calculation is being carried out for the purpose of noise mapping with regard to noise exposure in and near buildings, the assessment points shall be 4,0 ± 0,2 m (3,8 to 4,2 m) above the ground at the façade most exposed to noise. In the referred to case it shall be the facade facing towards and nearest to the specific noise source. If the measurement is being carried out for the purpose of noise mapping with regard to noise exposure in and near buildings, other heights may also be chosen, but they may not be less than 1,5 m above the ground, and results shall be corrected to make them equivalent to the height of 4 m; and
1.4.2. if measurements or calculations are being carried out for the purpose of acoustical planning and noise zoning or other purpose (for example, developing local measures in a rural area with one-storey houses in order to reduce noise effects upon specific buildings, or performing detailed noise mapping in a limited area in order to determine noise effects upon each individual dwelling) other heights may be chosen, but they may not be less than 1,5 m above the ground.

[30 November 2004]

2. The assessment level LReqj,Tn (dB(A)) for each individual reference time interval shall be determined, using the following formula:
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	where


LAeqj,Tn — the measured or calculated equivalent continuous A-weighted sound pressure level (dB(A)) during the day, evening and night respectively, as defined in the standard LVS ISO 1996–1:2004 “Acoustics — Description, measurement and assessment of environmental noise – Part 1: Basic quantities and assessment procedures”. If the noise indicator is Lhour, the equivalent continuous A-weighted sound pressure level is within 60 minutes (LAeq60);

Kt – noise tonality correction which is determined + 3 dB(A) if tonality has been determined subjectively and + 5 dB(A) if tonality has been determined on the basis of a one-third octave analysis of the signal;

Ki – correction of noise impulsiveness which is determined + 3 dB(A) if 15 dB(A) > LAFmax – LAeqT > 10 dB(A), and + 5 dB(A), if LAFmax – LAeqT > 15 dB(A).

 LAFmax is the maximum A-weighted sound pressure level as defined in the standard LVS ISO 1996–1:2004 “Acoustics — Description, measurement and assessment of environmental noise – Part 1: Basic quantities and assessment procedures”; and

Ks – correction of the acoustic situation which is set at + 3 dB(A) if measurements or calculations are being carried out at points of the territory which after construction will be closer than 4 m from façades.

3. If the noise is inconstant, the level of noise shall be measured during a time interval, which includes at least one full cycle of noise level fluctuations, but it may not be less than 15 minutes.

[31 January 2006]

4. If the noise is constant, the duration of the measurements of the noise level may not be less than three minutes.

5. The noise measurement elevation shall be 1,5 m above the surface of the relevant territory (if the measurement is being carried out for the purpose of noise mapping – 4,0 ± 0,2 m).

II. Assessment Methods for Noise Indicators

6. In order to assess noise indicators the following methods of calculation shall be utilised:

	No


	Name of method
	Instructions and restrictions on the application of the method

	6.1.
	Standard LVS ISO 9613-2:2004 “Acoustics – Abatement of sound propagation outdoors – Part 2: General method of calculation”.

Noise-emission data (input data) shall be obtained from measurements carried out using one of the following methods:
	Used for the assessment of noise caused by industrial activities


	6.1.1.
	Standard LVS ISO 8297: 2004 “Acoustics — Determination of sound power levels of multisource industrial plants for evaluation of sound pressure levels in the environment — Engineering method”
	

	6.1.2.
	Standard LVSENISO3744:2004, “Acoustics – Determination of sound power levels of noise sources using sound pressure – Engineering method in an acoustic free field over a reflecting plane”

	6.1.3.
	Standard LVSENISO3746:2004+AC “Acoustics — Determination of sound power levels of noise sources using sound pressure – Survey method using an enveloping measurement surface over a reflecting plane”

	6.2.
	Method ECAC.CEAC Doc. 29 “Report on Standard Method of Computing Noise Contours around Civil Airports’, 1997
	Used for the assessment of noise caused by aircraft.

The segmentation technique of the modelling of flight paths referred to in section 7.5 of ECAC.CEAC Doc. 29 will be used.

	6.3.
	The computation method developed in France “NMPB-Routes-96 (SETRA-CERTU-LCPC-CSTB)’, referred to in ‘Arrêté du 5 mai 1995 relatif au bruit des infrastructures routières,  Journal Officiel du 10mai 1995, Article 6” and in the French standard XPS 31-133.
	Used for the assessment of noise caused by road traffic.

For input data concerning emission, these documents shall contain a reference to the “Guide du bruit des transports terrestres, fascicule prévision des niveaux sonores, CETUR1980”

	6.4.
	The computation method developed in the Netherlands “RMR” (published in ‘Reken- en Meetvoorschrift Railverkeerslawaai ’96, Ministerie Volkshuisvesting, Ruimtelijke Ordening en Milieubeheer, 20 November 1996”)
	Used for the assessment of noise caused by railway traffic, taking into account the specific railway line and the type of the means of traction

	6.5.
	[31 January 2006]
	

	6.6.
	[31 January 2006]
	


[31 January 2006]

7. In order to assess the noise indicators, the methods of measurement as defined in the standard LVSISO1996–2:2004+A1 “Acoustics – Description and measurement of environmental noise – Part 2: Acquisition of data pertinent to land use” and the standard LVSISO1996–1:2004 “Acoustics — Description, measurement and assessment of environmental noise – Part 1: Basic quantities and assessment procedures” shall be applied.

[31 January 2006]

8. Noise measurement data obtained in front of a facade or other reflecting plane shall be corrected to exclude the effect of the relevant facade or plane (the measurement shall be corrected by minus 3 dB (A)).

9.  Only calculation methods shall be used for the prediction of environmental noise.

Minister for the Environment 
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Limit Values for Noise

	No


	Function of use of the territory
	Limit values for noise (1)(2)(3)

	
	
	Lday
(dB(A))
	Levening
(dB(A))
	Lnight
(dB(A))

	1.
	Territory of low-storey dwelling houses, health resorts, hospitals, children’s institutions and social care institutions
	50
	45
	40

	2.
	Territories of multi-storey apartment dwelling houses, territory of cultural, educational, administrative and scientific institutions
	55
	50
	45

	3.
	Territories of buildings (with apartments) of various functions
	60
	55
	45

	4.
	Territory of hotels, business, trade and service, sports and public institutions
	60
	55
	50


Notes.

(1) For those parts of the territory that are located closer than 30 m from stationary noise sources the referred to limit values for noise shall be considered to be target values.

(2) In order to assess the acoustic situation and to implement measures against noise, the limit values for the noise indicator Lhour shall be the limit values for the noise indicator Lday, Lnight or Levening during the appropriate part of the day and night period.

(3) The referred to limit values for noise shall not apply to those parts of the territory which are located in the railway right-of-way or protective zone of the railway.

Minister for the Environment 
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Price List for Environmental Noise Measurements [3 January 2006]
Translation © 2007 Tulkošanas un terminoloģijas centrs (Translation and Terminology Centre)
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