Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.
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If a whole or part of a paragraph has been amended, the date of the amending regulation appears in square brackets at the end of the paragraph. If a whole paragraph or sub-paragraph has been deleted, the date of the deletion appears in square brackets beside the deleted paragraph or sub-paragraph.
Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 689

Adopted 3 August 2004

Regulations regarding Accreditation and Supervision of Testing and Calibration Laboratories, Certification and Inspection Authorities and Environmental Verifiers
Issued pursuant to Section 13, Paragraph one of the Law On Conformity Assessment

and Section 5.2 Paragraph four 

of the Law On Environmental Protection

1. These Regulations prescribe the operation of the national accreditation system, which shall include the accreditation and supervision of testing and calibration laboratories, as well as quality systems, personnel and product certification authorities, inspection authorities and environmental verifiers (hereinafter – authority).

2. The principles of unified management of accreditation for the conformity assessment of authorities in the regulated and non-regulated spheres shall be ensured by the Latvian National Accreditation Bureau (hereinafter – the Bureau).

3. The Latvian National Accreditation Council in accordance with the competence thereof shall participate in the formulation of accreditation and principles of the unified management thereof. The Council shall represent the interests of the parties involved in the accreditation.

4. The Bureau shall provide a report regarding the operation of the accreditation system to the Latvian National Accreditation Council and implement the Council recommendations.

5. The Bureau shall perform the accreditation of verification and inspection authorities and environmental verifiers in accordance with the Standard LVS EN 45010, as well as the accreditation of testing and calibration laboratories in accordance with the Standard LVS EN 45003.

6. The Bureau shall enter into an agreement with the authority to be accredited. The procedures for accreditation, the terms and the payment procedures shall be determined in the agreement.

7. The Bureau shall perform the accreditation of the conformity assessment authorities, which operate in the regulated sphere of conformity assessment in accordance with the authority assessment criteria specified by regulatory enactments regarding accreditation.

8. The Bureau shall inform the Ministry of Economics regarding the conformity assessment authorities, which operate in accordance with the requirements specified within the regulated sphere of conformity assessment.

9. The Bureau shall inform the Environmental State Bureau regarding the assessment authorities and natural persons accredited in the field of environmental verification not less than once a month. 
[21 June 2005]
10. The Bureau shall provide information regarding the field of activity of the accredited authorities upon a request of the Ministries, maintaining confidentiality regarding other information obtained during accreditation.

11. The Bureau shall quarterly publish a list of accredited authorities in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of Latvia], in which the field of activity of the accredited authorities shall be indicated.

12. The Bureau shall establish and maintain a register of accredited authorities. The register shall be available on the Internet home page of the Bureau. 
13. The Cabinet Regulation No. 133 of 4 April 2000, Regulations regarding Accreditation of Testing and Calibration Laboratories and Certification and Inspection Authorities,(Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2000, No.125/126), is repealed.
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Minister for Economics 







J. Lujāns
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