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Republic of Latvia
Cabinet
Regulation No. 698

Adopted 10 July 2007
 By-laws of the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government 
 

Issued pursuant to
Section 16, Paragraph 1
of the State Administration Structure Law
I. General Provisions
1. The Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government (hereinafter – the Ministry) shall be the leading State administrative institution in the field of the State development and regional development planning and co-ordination, and in the field of local government development spatial planning, State investment and land policy.

 

2. The Ministry shall be subordinate to the Minister of Regional Development and Local Government (hereinafter – the Minister).

 

3. The Ministry shall be the highest institution for the State administrative institution that is subordinate to the Ministry – The State Regional Development Agency.

II. Functions, Tasks and Competence of the Ministry
4. The functions of the Ministry shall be the following:

4.1. to ensure the co-ordination of the State development planning process, developing common State long-term and medium-term development directions;

4.2. to formulate policy and co-ordinate implementation thereof in the following fields:
4.2.1. regional policy;
4.2.2. spatial planning policy;
4.2.3.  State investment policy;
4.2.4. land policy; and
4.2.5. local government system’s development policy;
4.3. to co-ordinate the introduction of local government reform and to monitor the fulfilment of the tasks prescribed in the laws and other regulatory enactments in the field of the activities of local governments;

4.4. to formulate draft laws and other regulatory enactments, as well as to organise and co-ordinate the implementation of regulatory enactments in the fields of the Ministry’s competence; and

4.5. to perform other functions specified by external regulatory enactments.

 

5. The Ministry shall perform the following tasks to ensure the fulfilment of functions:

5.1. in the field of State development planning and co-ordination:

5.1.1. ensure the development of a sustainable development strategy of the State (including national planning);

5.1.2. ensure the development and monitoring of implementation of the National Development Plan;

5.1.3. ensure the mutual link-up of long-term and mid-term State development priorities, promoting the unity of the development planning process; 

5.1.4. ensure the activities of the National Development Council;

5.1.5. co-ordinate the establishment and implementation of a system of strategic planning at the regional and local government level; and 

5.1.6. develop and implement a State development research co-ordination system;

5.2. in the field of regional policy and spatial planning policy: 

5.2.1. develop the documents of regional development planning and co-ordinate the implementation thereof;  

5.2.2. develop the prerequisites for strengthening of the status and role of planning regions in the process of State development planning and relevant implementation of policies; 

5.2.3. establish and maintain a database and an archive of the documents at the level of regional and local government planning;

5.2.4. evaluate the conformity of planning region, district local government spatial planning, and development programme with the national spatial plan and other policy planning documents and legal acts;

5.2.5.  manage methodologically, supervise and co-ordinate the development of the spatial planning and the development programme in planning regions, district local governments and territorial local governments;
5.2.6. ensure the activities of the National Regional Development Council and perform the secretariat functions thereof;
5.2.7. ensure the development, monitoring and evaluation of the impact of regional development support measures;

5.2.8. participate in the initiation, management and co-ordination of regional development measures and territorial co-operation support measures: 

5.2.8.1. ensure the European Union PHARE bilateral (intergovernmental) co-operation programmes, equalization of Economic and Social programmes, as well as co-ordination, programming, implementation and monitoring of bilateral co-operation programmes in the field of regional development; 

5.2.8.2. participate in the planning period 2004-2006 in management of the European Union Structural Funds and ensure the fulfilment of the functions of a first level intermediary body;
5.2.8.3. participate in the planning period 2007-2013 in the management of European Union funds, ensure the establishment of an implementation system for the Structural Funds for which the Ministry is responsible and the fulfilment of the functions of intermediary body;

5.2.8.4. perform the functions of a national responsible institution in the implementation of the European Union initiative INTERREG;

5.2.8.5. perform the functions of a national responsible institution in the development of Objective 3 “European Territorial Co-operation” programme policy development and co-ordination in conformity with Objective 3 “European Territorial Co-operation” programme; and

5.2.8.6. ensure the functions of the managing, certifying and audit bodies in the cross-border co-operation programme Latvia-Lithuania and the functions of the managing authorities within the scope of the cross-border co-operation programme Latvia-Estonia-Russia neighbourhood relations and partnership instrument;
5.2.9. ensure the development of landscape planning policy guidelines; and

5.2.10. ensure the co-ordination of implementation of the landscape planning policy;

5.3. establish a unified and co-ordinated State investment planning and monitoring system, ensuring a co-ordinated State and local government investment planning and monitoring;

5.4. develop a model of land policy and management system  and co-ordinate the establishment and implementation thereof; 

5.5. the system of local government in the field of development policy, local government activities in the field of monitoring and reform:

5.5.1. develop a unified local government development strategy and co-ordinate the implementation thereof;

5.5.2. organise the implementation of local government reform;
5.5.3. monitor the lawfulness of the activities of local governments in accordance with the laws and other regulatory enactments that regulate local government activities; 

5.5.4. co-ordinate the establishment of a local government common information system; and
5.5.5. ensure the functioning of the Administrative-Territorial Reform Council; and
5.6. ensure the co-ordination of the development of a pre-school educational institutions network in accordance with the interests of the inhabitants of the State.
 

6. The Ministry, in conformity with the competence thereof, shall:

6.1. provide opinions regarding the drafts of legal acts and planning documents developed by other State direct administrative institutions and derived public persons;

6.2. issue an administrative decision in cases determined by regulatory enactments;
6.3. inform the public regarding State policy in the fields of activity within the competence of the Ministry and consult with non-governmental organisations in the decision-taking process, as well as promote the development of social dialogue in policy establishment and implementation;

6.4. co-operate with other State administrative institutions in the development and implementation of a common State policy in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments;

6.5. provide methodological assistance in the fields of activity of the Ministry to direct administrative institutions and derived public persons; 

6.6. prepare and submit in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments proposals regarding funding from the State budget in order to implement the measures provided for in regulatory enactments and the relevant policy planning documents, as well as perform the functions of the Ministry and State administrative institutions that are subordinate thereto;

6.7. ensure the entering into and implementation of international agreements binding upon the Republic of Latvia; and

6.8. represent State interests in international organisations and the institutions of the European Union.

 

7. The Ministry has the following rights:
7.1. to request and receive data, statistical and other information, and documents from institutions and public persons necessary for the implementation of the Ministry tasks;
7.2. to involve the representatives of ministries, other State administrative institutions, local governments and other institutions in the resolution of policy issues;

7.3. to issue binding legal acts to the State administrative institution that is subordinate to the Ministry, insofar as it is not specified otherwise by regulatory enactments;
7.4. to participate in the events organised by international organisations and co-ordinate international co-operation regarding issues within the competence of the Ministry; 
7.5. to participate in the work of local government co-operation organisations, as well as bilateral (intergovernmental) co-operation organisations;

7.6. to evaluate the efficiency of the internal control system and in accordance with the procedures in regulatory enactments perform financial, quality, performance evaluation and other audits in the State administrative institution that is subordinate to the Ministry; and
7.7. to exercise other rights specified in regulatory enactments.
III. Structure of the Ministry and Competence of Officials
8. The Minister shall manage the work of the Ministry.
 

9. The Minister:

9.1. shall be responsible to the Saeima [the Parliament of the Republic of Latvia] for the activities of the Ministry;

9.3. shall define the operational strategy of the Ministry;

9.3. bilateral (intergovernmental) co-operation agreements shall be signed in accordance with his or her competence and according to an appropriate authorisation;

9.4. shall recommend for approval of the Prime Minister a candidature of a parliamentary secretary of the Ministry, define the tasks of the parliamentary secretary, as well as request his or her resignation from the position;

9.5. after approval by the Cabinet, shall appoint to their positions the State Secretary of the Ministry and the manager of the State administrative institution that is subordinate to the Ministry, insofar as it is not specified otherwise by regulatory enactments;

9.6. in conformity with the competence specified in laws and other regulatory enactments shall monitor and control the activity of the State administrative institution that is subordinate to the Ministry or authorise an official of the Ministry for the tasks referred to;

9.7. in accordance with the Law On Local Governments shall fulfil the functions of the Minister authorised by the Cabinet;

9.8. shall enter into employment contracts with advisory officials or employees for the time period of his or her term of office;

9.9. shall issue binding orders, instructions and recommendations regarding matters within the competence of the Ministry to the civil servants and employees of the Ministry, as well as – in cases specified by regulatory enactments – the State administration institutions that are subordinate to the Ministry; and
9.10. shall perform other functions as prescribed by regulatory enactments.
 

10. The Parliamentary Secretary:

10.1. shall participate in the work of the Saeima and its commissions;
10.2. shall be responsible for the progression of a draft law prepared by the Ministry in the Saeima and its institutions; and
10.3. shall perform other functions as prescribed by regulatory enactments.
 

11. The State Secretary:

11.1. shall manage the administrative work of the Ministry and ensure the continuity of its operation if the political management of the Ministry has changed; 

11.2. in accordance with his or her competence shall represent the Ministry without a special authorisation;

11.3. shall issue orders in accordance with the issues in the competence of the Ministry, insofar as it is not specified otherwise by regulatory enactments;

11.4. in accordance with his or her competence is entitled to issue direct orders to the civil servants and employees of the Ministry;

11.5. shall approve the list of positions of central administration of the Ministry in conformity with the work remuneration fund specified in the State budget to the Ministry;

11.6. shall appoint to a position and remove from the position employees of the Ministry who work on the basis of a contract of employment, as well as in accordance with his or her competence enter into other contracts;

11.7. shall ensure the activity of the Ministry in accordance with the allocated financial resources; and

11.8. shall perform other functions as prescribed by regulatory enactments.
 

12. The State Secretary shall have deputies.  The functions of the State Secretary deputy and the structural units of the Ministry subordinated to him or her, and the competence thereof shall be determined in the regulations of the Ministry.

 

13. The Ministry shall have departments and divisions thereof, as well as independent divisions. The departments and independent divisions shall be established, re-organised and liquidated by the State Secretary.

 

14. The departments and independent divisions shall be subordinated to the State Secretary or his or her deputies in accordance with the division of functions specified by the State Secretary.

 

15. The department director shall manage a department. The competence of a department director shall be specified in the regulations of the department or in the job description of the position of the director.
 

16. The head of division shall manage independent divisions. The competence of the head of division shall be specified in the regulations and in the job description of the position of the head.
 

17. In order to examine the issues within the competence of the Ministry, the Minister or the State Secretary may establish councils, commissions and other advisory and methodological institutions, involving the authorised representatives of other institutions , as well as private individuals. The Minister or the State Secretary, respectively, shall approve the by-laws of the institutions referred to.
IV. Ensuring the Legality in the Operation of the Ministry and Reports regarding the Activities of the Ministry 

18. The State Secretary shall ensure the legality in the activities of the Ministry. The State Secretary shall be responsible for the establishment and operation of a system of examination of administrative decisions.
 

19. The State Secretary has the right to revoke illegal decisions and internal regulatory enactments of administrative officials of the Ministry.

 

20. A private individual may appeal to a court against the administrative acts issued by the State Secretary and his or her actual action. A private individual shall dispute to the State Secretary the administrative acts issued by other officials of the administration institutions of the Ministry or an actual action of an official, unless otherwise prescribed by laws or Cabinet regulatory enactments.

 

21. The Ministry in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments shall provide reports regarding State development planning, regional policy, State investment policy, land policy, spatial planning policy, local government system development policy, the implementation of monitoring of local government reform and local government activities, the fulfilment of the functions of the Ministry and utilisation of the State budget resources, as well as prepare the annual public report regarding State development planning, regional, State investment, the implementation of land and spatial planning policy and local government development, and the implementation of the monitoring of activities.

 

22. The State Secretary shall submit a report regarding activities in the fields of competence of the Ministry not less than once per year.

 

23. The Minister has the right to request a report regarding the State development planning, regional policy, the State investment policy, land policy, spatial planning policy, local government system development policy, local government reform and the implementation of monitoring the local government operation, as well as regarding the activities of the Ministry or State administrative institutions that are subordinate thereto at any time.

V. Closing Provision

24. Cabinet Regulation No. 56 of 4 February 2003, The By Law of the Ministry of Regional Development and Local Government Matters  (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2003, No. 21: 2005, No. 164; 2007, No. 5) is repealed.
 

 

Prime Minister



A. Kalvītis

 

Acting for the Minister for Regional Development

and Local Government,

Minister for Culture



H. Demakova
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