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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 707

Adopted 13 September 2005

Procedures by which State Aid and European Union Support shall be Administrated and Supervised for Agriculture and Rural Development 
Issued pursuant to

Section 5, Paragraph seven

of the Law On Agriculture and Rural Development

I. General Provisions
1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures by which State aid and European Union support shall be administrated and supervised for agriculture and rural development measures from the guarantee part of the European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund.

2. These Regulations apply to the following aid payments:

2.1. State aid and European Union Support for agriculture:

2.1.1. a single area payment; and

2.1.2. complementary national direct payments for field crops and forage areas; and

2.2. State aid and European Union support for rural development measures:

2.2.1. support for less-favoured areas and areas with environmental restrictions; and

2.2.2. support for agri-environmental sub-measures;

2.2.2.1. development of organic farming;

2.2.2.2. preservation of biodiversity in grasslands; and

2.2.2.3. establishment of buffer belts.

3. The Rural Support Service shall: 

3.1. ensure the maintenance and operation of the single administration system;

3.2. improve the necessary single administration system;

3.3. inform farmers regarding the procedures for the receipt of direct payments;

3.4. issue to an applicant for area payments a map of his or her utilised agricultural area;

3.5. accept and register the submissions of farmers;

3.6. perform control of submissions and on-the-spot checks of farms;

3.7. maintain a payment and report system in order to ensure the making and accounting of payments; 

3.8. ensure the granting of aid payments to farmers whose submissions comply with the conditions for the receipt of aid; and

3.9. prepare and send reports to the responsible institutions of the European Union regarding performed aid payments and examinations.

4. The State agency Agricultural Data Centre shall ensure the link-up of the single administration system with the Herds, Holdings and Animal Registers in order to administer submissions regarding aid payments that are related to farm animals and milk quotas.

II. Single Administration System

5. The single administration system shall consist of the Field Register, Customer Register, submission data processing system and payment and report system.

6. The single administration system shall ensure:

6.1. single accounting, registration and control procedures for submissions for the receipt of direct payments;

6.2. single accounting, registration and control procedures for aid payments;

6.3. uniform access to data regarding submissions and aid payments, as well as control of submissions and aid payments;

6.4. the granting of aid payments to farmers whose submissions comply with the conditions for the receipt of aid; and

6.5. the accumulation of data regarding the utilised agricultural areas declared in a submission.

7. Data existing in the single administration system shall be the basis for the determination of the amount of aid payments.

8. The information included in the single administration system regarding farmers shall be restricted access information.

9. In order to prevent identification of individual farmers, compiled data shall be published only by groups of farms.

III. Field Register

10. The Field Register shall be a geographic information system wherein information regarding a utilised agricultural area shall be compiled in order to ensure unified access to data, as well as control of the submissions and aid payments of farmers.

11. The Field Register shall contain a land block (an uninterrupted utilised agricultural area that is enclosed by the borders of stable objects identifiable in nature) database with interconnected spatial cartographic data and attribute information subordinated thereto – the geographic referencing, identification numbers and information regarding an area.  Maps of land blocks shall be printed on a scale of 1:5 000 or 1:10 000.

12. In order to maintain and improve the Field Register, the State Land Service shall provide the necessary information to the Rural Support Service free of charge.

13. The Rural Support Service shall provide data regarding the updated borders of land blocks to the State Land Service free of charge.

IV. Customer Register and the Payment and Report System

14. The Customer Register is an information system wherein data regarding farmers shall be registered and accumulated.

15. The payment and report system is an information system that shall ensure the making of aid payments and the establishment of reports.

V. Submission Data Processing System 

16. The submission data processing system is an information system that shall ensure the accounting of submissions for aid, the entering of data in the relevant registers, as well as shall ensure the control of submissions.

17. The submission data processing system shall ensure the calculation of payments for an applicant for aid if a submission complies with the conditions for the receipt of aid.

VI. Administration of Aid Payments 

18. The administration of the aid payments referred to in Paragraph 2 of these Regulations shall be ensured by the Rural Support Service using the single administration system.

19. In order to ascertain regarding the compliance of the data referred to in the submission of a farmer with the conditions for and obligations of the receipt of the aid payment referred to in Sub-paragraph 2.2 of these Regulations, the Rural Support Service may examine the property of the farmer, the legal possession and the herd (animals) at the location thereof.

20. The examination referred to in Paragraph 19 of these Regulations shall not be announced in advance.

21. In performing the examination referred to in Paragraph 19 of these Regulations, an official of the Rural Support Service has the right to request from a farmer the documents necessary for control.

22. An official of the Rural Support Service may perform the examination referred to in Paragraph 19 of these Regulations without the presence of a farmer.

23. An official of the Rural Support Service shall prepare a control report regarding each examination referred to in Paragraph 19 of these Regulations. The report shall indicate the examined submission, the type of the examination, the methods used, the persons who participated in the examination, the examined property, legal possession and, if such exist, the herd (animals).

24. A control report prepared by an official of the Rural Support Service shall be the basis for the calculation, reduction or exclusion from the direct payment referred to in Sub-paragraph 2.2 of these Regulations.

VII. Closing Provision

25. Cabinet Regulation No. 369 of 20 April 2004, Procedures by which State Aid and European Union Support shall be Administrated and Supervised for Agriculture and Rural Development (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2002, No. 69) is repealed.
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