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I. General Provisions
1. This Regulation prescribes the guidelines for the State pre-school education.
2. Within the meaning of this Regulation the guidelines for the State pre-school education (hereinafter – pre-school education) shall be the objective and primary tasks of pre-school education, the characterisation of the pedagogical process of pre-school education, the content of pre-school education, the planned results of acquiring the content of pre-school education and the procedures for the evaluation of the acquisition of pre-school education.

II. Objective and Primary Tasks of Pre-school Education
3. The objective of pre-school education is the promotion of a comprehensive and harmonious development of a child, observing his or her development patterns and needs, knowledge, skills and attitudes required for an individual and social life, thereby purposefully ensuring the possibility for the child to prepare for the acquisition of basic education.
4. The primary tasks of pre-school education shall be:
4.1. to promote the development of physical skills and movements of a child;
4.2. to promote the development of self-esteem, awareness of abilities and interests, development of feelings and will of a child;
4.3. to promote the development of cognition and curiosity of a child, ensuring the acquisition of knowledge and skills;
4.4. to promote the development of communication and co-operation skills of a child;
4.5. to promote the forming of a child’s positive attitude towards himself or herself, other persons, the environment and the State of Latvia;
4.6. to promote the development of safe and healthy lifestyle skills of a child.
III. Characterisation of the Pedagogical Process of Pre-school Education
5. The pedagogical process of pre-school education shall be based on the principles of humanism, accountability and succession.
6. The main basic conditions for the pedagogical process of pre-school education shall be as follows:
6.1. to take into consideration the needs, interests and abilities of a child, as well as to provide his or her individual development, if necessary, developing an individual study plan;
6.2. to promote a positive sense of self of a child in a safe environment stimulating development;
6.3. to ensure the co-operation of a child, teachers and parents or guardians of the child.
7. The pedagogical process of pre-school education shall be a unified educational, learning and teaching process, in which harmonious development of a child is promoted in accordance with his or her personality development patterns and needs.
8. The main type of activity for a child in pre-school is playing, a form in which activity is organised – independent activity of the child and participation in play, which integrates educational content and promotes the development of the child at large.
IV. Content of Pre-school Education
9. The content of pre-school education shall be formed in such a way as to promote the following for a child:
9.1. physical development;
9.2. mental development;
9.3. social development.
10. The content of pre-school education shall be included in general pre-school education programmes, minority pre-school education programmes and special pre-school education programmes.
11. The content of special pre-school education programmes shall be formed and implemented in accordance with the special needs of each child.
V. Planned Results of Acquiring the Content of Pre-school Education
12. Knowledge, skills and attitudes to be acquired in the area of physical development shall be as follows:
12.1. executes basic movements and has spatial orientation;
12.2. maintains balance;
12.3. small hand muscles have been developed, can purposefully perform actions with small items;
12.4. can hold and use writing implements and work tools in a safe manner both for themselves and those nearby;
12.5. operates within a specified area;
12.6. has a positive attitude towards physical activities.
13. Knowledge, skills and attitudes to be acquired in the area of mental development shall be as follows:
13.1. listens, perceives, relates, demonstrates attitude towards what has been heard;
13.2. hears, pronounces correctly and differentiates sounds in words;
13.3. understands the relationship between sounds and letters;
13.4. recognises printed and written letters, writes letters, words and simple sentences;
13.5. reads words and simple sentences according to his or her abilities;
13.6. understands what has been read, replies to questions and demonstrates an attitude towards it;
13.7. assumes different roles, shows them with movements, gestures, facial expressions and speech, sings folksongs and recites poetry;
13.8. understands the relationship between numbers and numerals, writes numerals;
13.9. understands addition and subtraction operations, knows how to achieve a result in practical situations when dealing with numbers up to 10;
13.10. recognises the basic elements of geometry (point, line, circle, triangle, square);
13.11. observes changes in a human being, in nature and social life processes; tells his or her observations, orients himself or herself in the vicinity;
13.12. understands the logical sequence of activities and tells about it;
13.13. describes, compares and groups objects according to various characteristics;
13.14. listens to music, sings, dances, makes music and creates rhythms;
13.15. creatively uses different materials, techniques and methods in pictorial activities and handicrafts;
13.16. knows and expresses emotions in interactions with the outside world;
13.17. accepts himself or herself and others, sympathises, asks for and provides assistance;
13.18. is motivated to further acquire education.
14. Knowledge, skills and attitudes to be acquired in the area of social development shall be as follows:
14.1. can tell his or her own given name, surname, address of the place of residence, and state in which he or she lives;
14.2. can make a request, can say thank you, asks and answer questions, can tell what he or she can do;
14.3. co-operates with peers and adults, accepts or rejects recommendations, and gives a reason for his or her views;
14.4. evaluates his or her behaviour, expresses attitude towards it;
14.5. shows respect to people, to his or her own and other person’s work, is considerate in his or her attitude towards the environment;
14.6. performs simple self-service tasks, observing the fire safety and electrical safety rules acquired;
14.7. knows how to react in different situations, if personal safety is threatened at home, on the street (road) and in nature (near water reservoirs, in contact with animals, unknown substances and plants);
14.8. observes personal hygiene, eats healthy food and partakes in physical activities;
14.9. acts responsibly regarding entrusted tasks and personal possessions.
15. According to the types of functional disorders derogations from the planned results shall be admissible. Such determination of derogations shall be avoided, which are not substantiated by a specific functional disorder and the degree thereof.
VI. Procedures for the Evaluation of the Acquisition of Pre-school Education
16. During the process of acquisition of an education programme the evaluation of the knowledge, skills and attitudes of a child shall be expressed verbally, stressing the positive and significant achievements in his or her activities.
17. The parents or guardians of a child shall be informed in writing regarding achievements of the child after acquisition of the pre-school educational content (knowledge, skills and attitudes in accordance with the planned results).
VII. Closing Provisions
18. This Regulation shall come into force on 1 September 2010.
19. Paragraph 17 of this Regulation shall come into force on 1 September 2011.
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