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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 747

Adopted 23 December 2003

Procedures for the Registration of Ship Passengers
Issued pursuant to

Section 35, Paragraph two of the

Maritime Administration and Marine Safety Law

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures for the registration of ship passengers.

2. All persons found on board the ship (except for the ship’s crew) irrespective of age shall be registered as ship passengers.

3. These Regulations shall apply to passenger ships (sea-going ships or high-speed sea-going craft as are defined in Regulation 1 of Chapter X of the 1974 International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (latest edition)), except for:

3.1. warships and troop ships; and

3.2. pleasure yachts (these Regulations apply to yachts, which are crewed and carry more than 12 passengers for commercial purposes.

[30 August 2005]

II. Registration of Passengers

4. Ship passengers shall be registered in a list of passengers before a ship departs from a port. The responsible officer of the ship shall communicate the number of passengers to the master of the ship, as well as to the operator of the ship (owner of the passenger ship or any other person or organisation (for example, the manager or the bareboat charterer), to whom the owner has entrusted with the responsibility for operating the passenger ship, ship’s agent or a shore-based person authorised by the operator of the ship.

[30 August 2005]

5. The following information shall be entered in the list of passengers regarding each ship passenger:

5.1. the given name or the first letter (initial) of the given name and surname of the passenger;

5.2. gender;

5.3. age category (adult, child or infant) to which the relevant person belongs or the age or year of birth; and

5.4. on the basis of a request from a passenger – information regarding the need for special care or assistance in emergency situations.

[30 August 2005]

6. The master of the ship, ship’s agent or the operator of the ship shall convey the list referred to in Paragraph 5 of these Regulations, as well as a crew list, to the Harbour Master Service and the passenger registrar not later than 30 minutes after the departure of the ship from its berth. 

[30 August 2005]

7. Before a ship departs from a port, the master thereof shall ensure that the number of ship passengers does not exceed the number the passenger ship is permitted to carry.

8. The operator of a ship shall:

8.1. develop a passenger registration system in conformity with the criteria prescribed in Paragraph 9 of these Regulations;

8.2. appoint a passenger registrar (a responsible shore-based person authorised by the operator of the ship to fulfil the duties specified in the International Management Code for the Safe Operation of Ships and for Pollution Prevention adopted by the International Maritime Organisation as Assembly Resolution A.741(18) of 4 November 1993, or another shore-based person who the operator of the ship has authorised for the keeping of information on persons who are located on the passenger ship of the operator of the ship);

8.3. ensure that the information regarding persons who have notified of a need for special care or assistance in emergency situations is registered before a passenger ship departs from a port; and

8.4. ensure the compiling and maintenance of the information referred to in Paragraph 5 of these Regulations, as well as its availability to the responsible authorities if it is necessary for search and rescue of passengers or rectification of the aftermath of an accident.

[30 August 2005]

9. The passenger registration system shall comply with the following criteria:

9.1. the information included in the registration system shall be:

9.1.1. clear and easily legible;

9.1.2. available to the responsible authorities of Latvia and other states, which carry out search and rescue operations (Maritime Rescue Co-ordination Centre (MRCC));

9.1.3. protected against accidental or unlawful destruction, loss, alteration, disclosure or access thereto; and

9.2. the registration procedure shall not delay the passengers embarking or disembarking the ship.

10. The list referred to in Paragraph 5 of these Regulations shall be kept until the ship has reached the next port.

III. Monitoring of Passenger Registration
11. Maritime safety inspectors shall make random inspections of the compliance of passenger registration systems with the requirements of these Regulations.

12. The operator of a ship shall be penalised, in accordance with the Latvian Administrative Violations Code, for non-compliance with these Regulations.

IV. Closing Provision
13. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 January 2004.

Informative Reference to European Union Directives

These Regulations contain legal norms arising from:

1) Council Directive 98/41/EC of 18 June 1998 on the registration of persons sailing on board passenger ships operating to or from ports of the Member States of the Community; and

2) Directive 2002/84/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 November 2002 amending the Directives on maritime safety and the prevention of pollution from ships.

[30 August 2005]

Prime Minister 
E. Repše

Minister for Transport 
R. Zīle
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