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Republic of Latvia
Cabinet
Regulation No. 773
Adopted 18 October 2005
Procedures for the Acquisition of Education and Professional Improvement for Vocational Education Teachers
Issued pursuant to
Section 15, Clause 14
of the Education Law
I. General Provision
1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures by which vocational education teachers who implement vocational initial education, vocational basic education, vocational secondary education, vocational continuing education, professional in-service education programmes and vocation-oriented education programmes in art and culture (hereinafter – teacher) shall acquire education, as well as the procedures for the professional in-service training of such teachers.
II. Pedagogical Education of Vocational Education Teachers
2. The following study programmes and measures shall ensure the pedagogical education required for the teacher profession:
2.1. higher (academic or professional) education study programmes after the acquisition of which the qualification of a schoolteacher (teacher) or a Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in pedagogy is conferred;
2.2. higher education study programmes in which a pedagogy and psychology course or a pedagogical practice included in a study programme is acquired concurrently with the professional qualification in the relevant field (linguist, mathematician, physicist, chemist, historian, geographer, biologist, lawyer, interpreter, artist, conductor, musicologist, composer, vocalist, instrumentalist, choreographer, director, ballet dancer, designer, architect, librarian);
2.3. higher education study programmes after the acquisition of which a Bachelor’s, Master’s or Doctoral degree is conferred in the field of science corresponding to the taught subject if the scientific thesis developed for the acquisition of the degree is related to the methodology or didactics of the relevant education level or taught subject;
2.4. a professional in-service education programme for vocational education teachers (not less than 320 contact hours) that has been developed in accordance with the content of a pedagogical initial education programme for vocational education teachers (Annex 1) and which is implemented by an accredited institution of higher education or an accredited educational establishment that has come to an agreement with the accredited institution of higher education regarding the ensuring of the quality of education (supervision of the education process and evaluation of the pedagogical knowledge and skills acquired by teachers);
2.5. a professional in-service education programme in pedagogy for adult education teachers (not less than 160 contact hours) that is intended for teachers who implement vocational in-service education or adult non-formal education programmes (Annex 2); and
2.6. continuing education courses, seminars, and projects of pedagogical knowledge and skills, and other measures for the improvement of pedagogical proficiency that have been evaluated by the Commission for Certification of Vocational Education Teachers (hereinafter – Commission) of the Ministry of Education and Science in accordance with the content of a pedagogical initial educational programme for teachers of vocational education and the duration of the acquisition of the programme.
3. One of the following State-acknowledged documents shall certify the pedagogical education of a person:
3.1. a diploma for the acquisition of a higher pedagogical (academic or professional) educational programme;
3.2. an extract from a higher professional or academic educational study programme or a diploma supplement in the cases referred to in Sub-paragraphs 2.2 and 2.3 of these Regulations;
3.3. a certificate issued by an accredited educational establishment for the acquisition of the programme referred to in Sub-paragraph 2.4 of these Regulations. The certificate shall include information regarding the establishment that has issued the certificate (full name of the establishment, accreditation sheet number and the period of validity thereof), information regarding the educational programme (name of the programme, amount in hours, licence number of the programme), the number of the certificate, the date and place of issue, the given name, surname and personal identity number of the person, as well as the signature and seal of the head of the establishment; or
3.4. a certificate regarding the acquisition of pedagogical knowledge and skills in courses, seminars and projects in accordance with the content of a pedagogical initial education programme for vocational education teachers (not less than 320 contact hours) (Annex 3). The certificate shall be signed by the chairperson of the Commission.
4. A decision of the Commission regarding partial acquisition of pedagogical knowledge and skills – in the amount of not less than one module - shall determine that a teacher has commenced the acquisition of a pedagogical initial education programme for vocational education teachers.
5. A teacher shall participate in continuing education programmes or courses, seminars, projects and other measures co-ordinated by an employer (the head of an educational establishment) for the improvement of pedagogical proficiency once every three years in the amount of at least 36 contact hours.
III. Vocational Education of Teachers of General Education Subjects
6. The following educational programmes shall ensure the vocational education required for teachers of general education subjects:
6.1. higher (academic or professional) education study programmes after the acquisition of which the qualification of a schoolteacher (teacher) is conferred; and
6.2. higher education study programmes after the acquisition of which the professional qualifications referred to in Sub-paragraph 2.2 of these Regulations or a Bachelor’s, Master’s, or Doctoral degree in the corresponding sciences are conferred.
7. The professional qualification of teachers of general education subjects shall be certified by one of the following State-acknowledged documents:
7.1. a diploma for the acquisition of a higher pedagogical (academic or professional) education programme in the area corresponding to the taught subject or the subject field (Annex 4); or
7.2. a diploma for professional higher education in the field and for the professional qualification referred to in Sub-paragraph 2.2 of these Regulations in the area corresponding to the taught subject or the subject field (Annex 4), or a diploma for higher academic education in the area corresponding to the taught subject, if pedagogical education is certified by an acquired pedagogy and psychology course (on the basis of an extract of the study programme or a diploma supplement), or by pedagogical practice included in the higher education study programme.
8. A teacher whose education is certified by a diploma for higher (academic or professional) education in an area that does not conform to the taught subject or the subject field, but the subject to be taught has been acquired in a higher education study programme and courses have been additionally acquired (the amount of a course programme – not less than 72 contact hours in the relevant subject or in the methodology of teaching thereof), shall teach general education subjects if the number of lessons is small (subject programme – up to 100 lessons).
IV. Vocational Education for Teachers of Vocational Education Subjects
9. Vocational education required for teachers of vocational education subjects (including practical studies, as well as subjects of communication, environmental education, chemistry, physics and information science, economics, and technical drawing, if such subjects are related to the acquisition of a profession) shall be ensured by the following educational programmes:
9.1. higher (academic or professional) study programmes or vocational secondary education programmes after the acquisition of which a science degree or professional qualification in an area is conferred;
9.2. crafts training and crafts education programmes developed by the Latvian Chamber of Crafts after the acquisition of which the qualification of a master craftsman corresponding to the subject to be taught is conferred; and
9.3. vocational continuing education programmes and vocational education programmes in the amount of not less than 60 contact hours (EU PHARE BERIL programme for teaching the introduction to business economy, computer-training educational programmes for the acquisition of the European Computer Driving Licence, accountancy programmes and programmes of other areas for the acquisition of the relevant certificate.
10. Vocational education (qualification) of teachers of vocational subjects (including practical studies, as well as subjects of communication, environmental education, chemistry, physics and information science, economics, and technical drawing, if such subjects are related to the acquisition of a profession) shall be certified by one of the following State-acknowledged documents:
10.1. a diploma for higher (academic or professional) education in the area. The diploma shall give the right to implement vocational secondary education programmes or the relevant professional in-service education and continuing education programmes (acquisition of third-level professional qualification) if the pedagogical education is certified by the documents referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.3 or 3.4 of these Regulations;
10.2. a diploma for higher (academic or professional) education in the area of art, music or choreography. The diploma shall give the right to implement vocation-oriented educational programmes concurrently with the secondary education level if the pedagogical education is certified by the documents referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.3 or 3.4 of these Regulations;
10.3. a diploma for vocational secondary education in art, music or choreography. The diploma shall give the right to implement vocation-oriented educational programmes concurrently with the initial education level if the pedagogical education is certified by the documents referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.3 or 3.4 of these Regulations; or
10.4. a diploma for vocational secondary education (an attestation regarding secondary education and a master craftsman diploma issued by the Latvian Chamber of Crafts) in an area. The diploma shall give the right to implement:
10.4.1. a vocational initial education or vocational basic education programme and a professional in-service education and continuing education programme conforming thereto, or a part of a secondary education programme (for the acquisition of which an attestation of vocational basic education or a certificate for the second-level professional qualification may be issued), or a separate subject (course), if the pedagogical education is certified by the educational document referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.3 or 3.4 of these Regulations; and
10.4.2. a vocational secondary education programme or a corresponding professional in-service education and continuing education programme, if the pedagogical education is certified by the educational document referred to in Sub-paragraph 3.1 of these Regulations.
V. Closing Provision
11. Certificates of institutions of higher education and the Ministry of Education and Science for the acquisition of pedagogical education that have been issued in accordance with the requirements of regulatory enactments up to the day of the coming into force of these Regulations shall certify the conformity of the pedagogical education with the qualification requirements of a vocational education teacher.
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Annex 1
 Cabinet Regulation No. 773

18 October 2005
Pedagogical Initial Education Programme for Vocational Education Teachers*
	No.
	Content of the programme module
	Minimum amount in hours

	1.
	General pedagogy. Basics of didactics. Instructional work
	32

	2.
	Education system, regulatory enactments. Labour legislation.
Operation of a vocational education establishment, management structure
	32

	3.
	Pedagogical communication. Profession, functions and duties of a teacher. Teacher ethics
	32

	4.
	General and personality psychology. Developmental psychology. Hygiene of the learning process
	32

	5.
	Social environment and socialisation of personality.
Social partners of vocational education
	32

	6.
	Study methods, methodology of a subject.
Subject programme
	32

	7.
	Planning and organisation of the education process.
Vocational education programme: principles and requirements of formation. Methodological work of a teacher
	32

	8.
	Utilisation of information and communication technologies in the learning process
	32

	9.
	Practice in the planning and implementation of the learning process
	32

	10.
	Organisation of research work, research methods.
Project development
	32


Note.
* Duration of the acquisition of the programme – not more than three years.
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18 October 2005
Professional In-service Education Programme in Pedagogy for Adult Education Teachers
	No.
	Content of the programme
	Minimum amount in hours

	1.
	Adult psychology. Qualities and skills of personality
	10

	2.
	Adult education and teaching methods.
Motivation and motives of teaching.
Adult teaching process, aspects of teaching
	20

	3.
	Planning of the learning process. Formation of the learning environment.
Development of the study programme.
	20

	4.
	Organisation and management of the learning process.
Group dynamics and the formation of a team.
Role, tasks and skills of a leader.
Study methods, a project as a study method
	70

	5.
	Evaluation of the learning process and results.
Evaluation criteria. Practice research
	30

	6.
	Evaluation of the achievements of participants.
Evaluation of the programme
	10
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18 October 2005
Sample Form of a Certificate
(supplemented lesser coat of arms of Latvia)
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE
COMMISSION FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION TEACHERS
CERTIFICATE
No. _________

______________________ 







Rīga
(date)
___________________________________________________

(given name, surname) 
_________________________________

(personal identity number)
has acquired pedagogical knowledge and skills in accordance with the content of a pedagogical initial education programme for vocational education teachers (approved with Cabinet Regulation No. 773 of 18 October 2005, Procedures for the Acquisition of Education and Professional Improvement for Vocational Education Teachers) and has acquired the pedagogical education required for a vocational education teacher.
	Chairperson of the Commission for the Certification of Vocational Education Teachers
	
	
	
	

	
	
	(signature)
	
	(full name)


Seal
Minister for Education and Science 
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Fields of Vocational Education Corresponding to General Education Subjects
	No.
	Subject
	Field corresponding to the subject

	1.
	Physics
	Mathematics

	2.
	Chemistry
	Biology

	3.
	Natural sciences
	Chemistry, physics, biology and geography

	4.
	Art history
	History, cultural history and visual arts

	5.
	Politics, rights and civil sciences
	History, law, public relations and social management

	6.
	Ethics
	Social sciences, native language and literature, visual arts, cultural history and philosophy

	7.
	Geography
	Biology

	8.
	Health education
	Social sciences, biology, sports and medicine

	9.
	Psychology and communication
	Social sciences

	10.
	Information science and computer science
	Mathematics, physics, computer management, information systems, applied mathematics, programming and engineering science

	11.
	Technical graphics and technical drawing
	Mathematics, physics and engineering science

	12.
	Economics and the Introduction to Business Economy
	Mathematics, physics, commercial science, business, bank, financial or management sciences, and engineering sciences


Minister for Education and Science 


I. Druviete
Translation © 2006 Tulkošanas un terminoloģijas centrs (Translation and Terminology Centre)

[image: image2.png]THC




Translation © 2006 Tulkošanas un terminoloģijas centrs (Translation and Terminology Centre)

8
[image: image1.png]THC





[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]