Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.

Republic of Latvia

Cabinet 

Regulation No. 8

Adopted 7 January 2003

Exportation of Works of Art and Antiques from Latvia and Importation into Latvia

Issued pursuant to

Section 4 and Section 18.1 of the Law on Protection of Cultural Monuments

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures by which works of art and antiques (hereinafter ‑ cultural objects) are exported from Latvia and imported into Latvia, as well as the procedures for the temporary exportation of cultural monuments.

2. In order to protect national cultural values and prevent the exportation (including sending by post) of stolen or lost cultural objects, the State Inspection for Heritage Protection (hereinafter ‑ Inspection) shall take decisions regarding the exportation of cultural objects. The Inspection shall issue a permit of a specific form for the exportation of cultural objects (hereinafter — permit).

3. The permit shall be required for the exportation of those cultural objects that comply with the categories of cultural objects specified in Annex 1 of these Regulations.

II. Procedures for Issuance of Permit

4. In order to receive a permit, a natural person or legal person or a person authorised by him or her (hereinafter — submitter) shall complete a submission, the specific form of which shall be determined by the Inspection — the relevant boxes of the first copy of the permit (Annex 2).

5. The submitter shall present to the Inspection the cultural object intended for exportation and together with the submission submit a colour photograph thereof in three copies (not older than 10 years), in which photograph the cultural object shall be easily visible and identifiable. The minimum size of the photograph shall be 8 x 12 cm, the maximum size — 10 x 15 cm. If the submitter is an authorised person he or she shall present the authorisation at the Inspection.
6. If the photograph of the cultural object (for example, books, post cards) does not provide complete information regarding the relevant object, the Inspection has the right to request that instead of the photograph the submitter submits a detailed description of the cultural object to be exported.

7. If large cultural objects are intended for exportation, the Inspection has the right to conduct an examination of the cultural object at the location thereof.

8. For the exportation of each cultural object a separate permit shall be issued. If it is intended to export several cultural objects, the Inspection shall determine whether one or several permits shall be issued.

9. Within 15 days after the examination of the presented cultural object, except for the cases specified in Paragraphs 10 and 11 of these Regulations, the Inspection shall take a decision to permit or prohibit the exportation of the cultural object. If the Inspection prohibits the exportation of the presented cultural object, the reason for such prohibition shall be indicated to the submitter in writing. The submitter is entitled to appeal the decision of the Inspection to the Ministry of Culture.
10. If it is necessary to perform expert-examination of the presented cultural object or to clarify the holder of ownership rights to the object, the Inspection has the right to detain the cultural object for more than 15 days, but not more than one month. In order to clarify the holder of ownership rights, the submitter shall present documents certifying ownership rights. If the Inspection determines that the presented object is in the register of stolen and lost objects, the Inspection shall notify the police thereof.

11. The Inspection has the right to request that specialists of other competent institutions (for example, Nature Protection Administration, State Museum Administration) provide an opinion for additional evaluation of the cultural object to be exported. The opinion shall be of a recommendatory nature, except for the cases when the opinion contains an indication that the exportation of the relevant object and the issue of a permit is prescribed by another regulatory enactment. The submitter shall cover all expenses incurred by the relevant institution and related to the preparation of an opinion.
12. If additional expert-examination is required, the Inspection may convene a council of experts. The Minister for Culture shall approve the composition and by-laws of the council of experts.

13. If it is necessary that a cultural object be exported in order to exhibit it in a foreign state or due to other reasons (for example, for restoration, expert-examination, training programme), the Inspection shall determine temporary exportation of the cultural object. The temporary exportation of a cultural object shall also include its re-importation into Latvia in full amount and within the specified time period. In order to receive a permit for the temporary exportation of a cultural object or the temporary exportation of a cultural monument the submitter shall complete a submission the form of which has been specified by the Inspection in accordance with Sub-paragraph 16.1 of these Regulations, and the procedures prescribed by these Regulations shall apply to the submitter.
14. The submitter shall cover all costs related to the exportation of a cultural object from Latvia or importation into Latvia (including the costs for expert-examination and the fee for the issuance of the permit, as well as for the issuance of the certificate referred to in Paragraph 21 of these Regulations). The permit and the certificate shall be issued only after the submitter has paid the costs related to the issue of the permit and the certificate. The amount of the fee shall be determined by the Inspection and approved by the Minister for Culture.
15. The term of validity of the permit shall not exceed 12 months after its issuance. If the term of validity of the permit expires, but the permit has not been utilised, the submitter, within a time period of 15 days from the expiry of the term of validity of the permit, shall return the permit to the Inspection.

16. In the permit (Annex 2) the Inspection shall enter the number of the permit, specify its term of validity and the type of exportation of the cultural object. The Inspection shall prepare the permit in three copies:

16.1. the first copy of the permit ‑ a submission to the Inspection regarding the exportation of the cultural object, shall be kept at the Inspection;

16.2. the second copy of the permit shall be kept by the submitter and presented to the customs authority. The customs authority shall make its notations therein; and

16.3. the third copy of the permit shall be given to the submitter for submission to the customs authority. The customs authority shall make the relevant notations therein and within 15 days hand it over to the Inspection.

17. If the submitter can specify the category of the cultural object, as well as the code in conformity with the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia, the submitter shall indicate them in the submission, but the Inspection — in the second and third copy of the permit.

18. The permit shall be completed clearly and comprehensibly. The permit shall not contain erasures, words that are painted or glued over, and blots and correction of entries therein shall not be permissible.

19. The Minister for Culture shall approve the procedures for the completion of the permit on the basis of a recommendation from the Inspection.

20. The customs authority when examining all copies of the permit shall verify that the information provided in the customs declaration conforms to the information specified in the permit.

III. Issuance of Certificate
21. If a cultural object does not conform to the categories of cultural objects listed in Annex 1 of these Regulations, the Inspection may issue a relevant certificate to facilitate the exportation of such cultural object. The certificate shall be prepared in at least two copies, it shall be sealed, signed and the photograph of the cultural subject submitted by the submitter shall be attached to each copy. One copy of the certificate shall be kept at the Inspection, but the other copy of the certificate shall be issued to the submitter.
22. The certificate referred to in Paragraph 21 of these Regulations shall not be mandatory and it shall be issued if the submitter wishes for presentation at the customs authority.

IV. Importation of Cultural Objects into Latvia
23. When a cultural object is imported into Latvia, the owner (possessor) thereof shall complete a customs declaration. The customs authority shall certify it with a seal and signature.

24. If a person upon entering Latvia does not present to the customs authorities the cultural object to which temporary importation is provided for, it shall be considered that the person has purchased this cultural object in Latvia. The procedures for the exportation of cultural objects prescribed by these Regulations shall apply to the exportation of the cultural object referred to.

25. If after temporary exportation of a cultural object it is imported into Latvia, the owner (possessor) shall register the relevant cultural object in the Inspection within a period of 15 days after the importation.

26. When registering a cultural object at the Inspection , the owner (possessor) shall confirm in writing that the imported cultural object is the same cultural object to which temporary exportation was applied. In case of doubt, the Inspection has the right to request that the owner (possessor) presents the re-imported cultural object.

27. If the submitter has violated the requirements related to the exportation or importation of cultural objects, the Inspection shall not issue a new permit or certificate.

V. Closing Provisions
28. The Minister for Culture shall approve the procedures for the completion of the permit, pursuant to a recommendation from the Inspection, within two months after the coming into force of these Regulations.

29. Permits issued prior to the coming into force of these Regulations shall be valid for one year after the issuance thereof.

30. These Regulations shall come into force on 1 April 2003.
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Annex 1
Cabinet Regulation No. 8

7 January 2003

Categories of Cultural Objects

1. Category A cultural objects:
	Category
	Cultural objects

	1
	2

	A1.
	Archaeological objects more than 100 years old, which are the products of:


	
	1) excavations and finds on land or under water

	
	2) archaeological sites

	
	3) archaeological collections

	A2.
	More than 100 years old fragments of a cultural object which form an integral part of artistic, historical or religious monuments

	A3.
	Paintings and drawings executed by hand on any material and in any technique (1)

	A4.
	Mosaics other than those in Categories A1 or A2, and drawings executed by hand, on any material and in any technique (1)

	A5.
	Original engravings, prints, serigraphs and lithographs with their respective plates and original posters (1)

	A6.
	Original sculptures or statuary (including their copies produced by the same process as the original (1)), other than those in Category A1.

	A7.
	Photographs, films and negatives thereof (1)

	A8.
	Incunabula and manuscripts, including geographical maps and musical scores (singly or in collections) (1)

	A9.
	Books more than 100 years old (singly or in collections)

	A10.
	Printed geographical maps more than 200 years old

	A11.
	Archives of various kinds which contain copies more than 50 years old (regardless of the material)

	A12.
	a) Collections (2) and specimens from zoological, botanical, mineralogical or anatomical collections

	
	b) Collections (2) of historical, palaeontological, ethnographic or numismatic value

	A13.
	Means of transport more than 75 years old

	A14.
	Any other antiques not included in Categories A1 to A13:

	
	a) antiques between 50 and 100 years old:

	
	1) toys and games

	
	2) glassware

	
	3) articles of goldsmiths' or silversmiths' wares

	
	4) furniture

	
	5) optical devices and apparatuses, photographic and cinematographic apparatuses and devices

	
	6) musical instruments

	
	7) clocks, watches and parts thereof

	
	8) articles of wood

	
	9) ceramics

	
	10) tapestries

	
	11) carpets

	
	12) wallpaper

	
	13) arms

	
	b) antiques more than 100 years old


Notes.

These Regulations shall apply to the cultural objects of categories A1 to A14 only in cases if their value conforms to or exceeds the financial values specified in Paragraph 2 of this Annex.

(1) Cultural objects which are more than 50 years old and do not belong to their originators.

(2) Collectors' pieces classified under heading No. 9705 of the Combined Nomenclature of Latvia are articles the characteristics of which meet the requirements specified for the inclusion in a collection. They are relatively rare articles which are not normally used for their original purpose, but are the subject for special transactions outside the normal trade in similar utility articles and are of high value.

2. The value of category A cultural objects in lati, beginning with which a permit for the exportation shall be necessary:

2.1. zero value for cultural objects of the following categories:

2.1.1. category A1 cultural objects (archaeological objects);

2.1.2. category A2 cultural objects (fragments separated from a cultural object);

2.1.3. category A8 cultural objects (incunabula and manuscripts, including geographical maps); and

2.1.4. category A11 cultural objects (archives);

2.2. the value of 300 lati for cultural objects specified under other categories.
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Annex 2
Cabinet Regulation No. 8

7 January 2003

Permit for Exportation of a Cultural Object from the Republic of Latvia

Permit for Exportation of a Cultural Object (First Copy)

	1
	1. Submitter
	2. PERMIT

No.                                     Valid until

Complete exportation (*           Temporary exportation (
Re-importation date

	Submission for the receipt of the permit
	
	

	
	3. Representative of the submitter
	4. Issuing authority

	
	5.A. Country of destination or temporary storage
	6. Country from which the cultural object is exported

	
	5.B. Consignee
	

	
	7. Description (category) of the cultural object the exportation of which from the Republic of Latvia requires the permit

	1
	

	
	8. Description of the cultural object

Continued on additional sheets (
( additional sheets contain information indicated in boxes 8 to 18) 
	9. Commodity code

	
	
	
	10. Mass

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	11. Evaluation sum (in lati)


________________________

* Mark the appropriate with (
2

	Identification criteria

	12. Dimensions
	13. Title or theme
	14. Dating
	15. Other characteristics

	16. Artist, period or workshop
	17. Manner or technique

	18. Submitted documents/specific features related to identification of the cultural object

Photograph(          List(          Identification marks(           Bibliography(          Catalogue(

	19.A. Submission

I hereby request the issue of the permit for the exportation of the specified cultural objects and declare that the information indicated in this submission and accompanying documents is true.

Place

Date                                       Signature
	20. Permit issuing authority

Place for seal

Place

Date

Signature

	21. Photograph of the cultural object

      (minimum size 8x12cm)

	
	
	

	22. _____ additional sheets are attached to this form.

Note.

The permit issuing authority shall cross out uncompleted parts of boxes or empty spaces in additional sheets.


3

Permit for Exportation of Cultural Object (Second Copy)

	2
	1. Submitter
	2. PERMIT

No.                                  Valid until

Complete exportation (*           Temporary exportation (
Re-importation date

	
	
	

	
	3. Representative of the submitter
	4. Issuing authority

	
	5.A. Country of destination or temporary storage
	6. Country from which the cultural object is exported

	
	5.B. Consignee
	

	2
	7. Description (category) of the cultural object the exportation of which from the Republic of Latvia requires the permit

	
	8. Description of the cultural object

Continued on additional sheets (
(additional sheets contain information indicated in boxes 8 to 18)
	9. Commodity code

	
	
	
	10. Mass

	
	
	

	
	
	
	11. Evaluation sum (in lati)


_________________

*Mark the appropriate with (
4

	Identification criteria

	12. Dimensions
	13. Title or theme
	14. Dating
	15. Other characteristics

	16. Artist, period or workshop
	17. Manner or technique

	18. Submitted documents/specific features related to identification of the cultural object

Photograph(          List(          Identification marks(           Bibliography(          Catalogue(

	19.B. Notation by the competent customs authority

Customs authority                                Country

Customs declaration No.

Date of issue

Signature                                       Place for seal
	20. Permit issuing authority

Place for seal

Place

Date

Signature

	21. Photograph of the cultural object

       (minimum size 8x12cm)
	

	
	
	

	22. Customs authority for exportation of the cultural object

Place for seal

	23. ________ additional sheets are attached to this form.

Note.

The permit issuing authority shall cross out uncompleted parts of boxes or empty spaces in additional sheets. 


5

Permit for Exportation of Cultural Object (Third Copy)

	3
	1. Submitter
	2. PERMIT

No.                       Valid until

Complete exportation (*           Temporary exportation (
Re-importation date

	Copy for submission to the customs authority
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	3. Representative of the submitter
	4. Issuing authority

	
	5.A. Country of destination or temporary storage
	6. Country from which the cultural object is exported

	
	5.B. Consignee
	

	3
	7. Description (category) of the cultural object the exportation of which from the Republic of Latvia requires the permit

	
	

	
	8. Description of the cultural object

Continued on additional sheets (
(additional sheets contain information indicated in boxes 8 to 18)
	9. Commodity code

	
	
	
	10. Mass

	
	
	

	
	
	
	11. Evaluation sum (in lati)


_______________________

*Mark the appropriate with (
6

	Identification criteria

	12. Dimensions
	13. Title or theme
	14. Dating
	15. Other characteristics

	16. Artist, period or workshop
	17. Manner or technique

	18. Submitted documents/specific features related to identification of the cultural object

Photograph(          List(          Identification marks(           Bibliography(          Catalogue(

	19.B Notation by the competent customs authority

Customs authority                                  Country

Customs declaration No.

Date of issue 

Signature                                       Place for seal
	20. Permit issuing authority

Place for seal

Place

Date

Signature

	21. Photograph of the cultural object

       (minimum size 8x12cm)
	

	
	
	

	22. Customs authority for exportation of the cultural object

Place for seal

	23. ________ additional sheets are attached to this form.

Note.

The permit issuing authority shall cross out uncompleted parts of boxes or empty spaces in additional sheets. 
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