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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No. 916
Adopted 6 December 2005 

Regulations regarding Procedures by which Market Surveillance Institutions Inform the Consumer Rights Protection Centre regarding the Measures Taken which Restrict or Prohibit the Putting of Products on the Market and the Procedures by which the Consumer Rights Protection Centre Sends the Received Information to the European Commission and Handles the Information Received from the European Commission

Issued pursuant to

Section 16, Paragraph two of the

the Law On the Safety of Goods and Services

I. General Provisions

1. These Regulations prescribe the procedures by which market surveillance institutions, as well as customs authorities and the Food and Veterinary Service (hereinafter – market supervision and control institutions) inform the Consumer Rights Protection Centre (hereinafter – Centre) of the measures taken which restrict or prohibit the putting of products on the market and the procedures by which the Centre sends the received information to the European Commission and handles the information received from the European Commission

2. These Regulations shall not be applicable to the exchange of information regarding medicinal products, veterinary pharmaceutical products, medical devices, medical supply, medical in vitro devices and food.

3. The exchange of information between the Centre and the market surveillance and control institutions regarding products and services shall take place if a market surveillance and control institution performs measures in accordance with the requirements specified in Section 13 of the Law On the Safety of Goods and Services or acts in accordance with the requirements specified in Article 2 of the Council Regulation No. 339/93 of 8 February 1993 on checks for conformity with the rules on product safety in the case of products imported from third countries.

4. A market surveillance and control institution shall also inform the Centre if it has received information from a producer, distributor of provider of services regarding products which create a risk that is not compatible with the general safety requirements and that the relevant products or articles are also distributed in other European Union Member States. The relevant market surveillance institution shall inform the provider of information – producer, distributor or provider of services – that it has sent the relevant information to the Centre.

II. Exchange of Information Among Market Surveillance and Control Institutions and the Centre within the Framework of the Rapid Information Exchange System of Latvia LRAPEX
5. The exchange of information between the Centre and the market surveillance and control institutions in Latvia shall take place within the framework of the rapid information exchange system of Latvia LRAPEX (hereinafter – information system). It is an electronic information exchange system that includes forms of notifications and replies and a  user’s manual.

6. The Centre shall provide assistance to market surveillance and control institutions in the use of the information system and ensure the operation thereof.

7. If the information system does not operate due to technical problems, market surveillance and control institutions shall send the information to the Centre in any other technically possible way.

8. In providing information to the Centre, market surveillance and control institutions shall evaluate the risk of the products or services in accordance with the requirements specified in regulatory enactments regarding the safety of products and services and the requirements specified by the guidelines for the management of the Community Rapid Information System (RAPEX) approved by the European Commission Decision 2004/418/EEC of 29 April 2004 and by reports provided in Article 11 of the Directive 2001/95/EC on general product safety.

9. The market surveillance and control institutions, in informing the Centre regarding the measures that have been performed in order to restrict or prohibit the putting of products on the market, shall also concurrently provide the Centre with information regarding the risk created by the relevant products and whether the influence thereof may appear in the European Union.

10. The market surveillance and control institutions shall be responsible for the validity and accuracy of the information included in a report.

III. Exchange of Information Between the Centre and the European Commission within the Framework of the Community Rapid Information Exchange System RAPEX
11. After a market surveillance and control institution receives the information regarding measures that have been performed in order to restrict or prohibit the putting of products on the market, the Centre shall inform the European Commission thereof, using the Community Rapid Information Exchange System RAPEC (hereinafter – RAPEX system) if the risk created by the relevant products and the influence thereof may appear in the European Union.

12. The Centre and market surveillance and control institutions, in developing a report or providing a reply to a report of the RAPEX system, shall comply with the time periods for the provision of a reply specified by the guidelines for the management of the Community Rapid Information System (RAPEX) approved by the European Commission Decision 2004/418/EEC of 29 April 2004 and by the reports provided in Article 11 of the Directive 2001/95/EC on general product safety and provide the indicated information.

13. After the receipt of the report from the European Commission the Centre shall inform the relevant market surveillance and control institution, the duty of which is to examine the received information and, if necessary, to carry out actions in accordance with the requirements specified in regulatory enactments regarding the safety of products and services.

14. If an emergency action is required by the report of the European Commission and a serious risk to the consumers created by products is detected, a market surveillance and control institution shall provide the Centre with a reply regarding the results of the market surveillance measures performed, using the information system. The Centre shall send this information to the European Commission.

15. The Centre and market surveillance and control institutions shall ensure that the Commission is able to communicate with them immediately if an emergency action is required.

16. The market surveillance and control institutions shall draw up a report or provide a reply to the report of the RAPEX system regardless of whether a producer, distributor or provider of services has initiated the procedures of appeal.

Informative Reference to European Union Directive

These Regulations contain legal norms arising from the Directive 2001/95/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 3 December 2001 on general product safety.

Prime Minister 



A. Kalvītis

Minister for Economics 


A. K. Kariņš
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