Disclaimer: The English language text below is provided by the Translation and Terminology Centre for information only; it confers no rights and imposes no obligations separate from those conferred or imposed by the legislation formally adopted and published. Only the latter is authentic. The original Latvian text uses masculine pronouns in the singular. The Translation and Terminology Centre uses the principle of gender-neutral language in its English translations. In addition, gender-specific Latvian nouns have been translated as gender-neutral terms, e.g. chairperson.

Republic of Latvia

Cabinet

Regulation No 917

Adopted 9 September 2004

By-law of the State Museums Authority
Issued pursuant to

Section 16, Paragraph one of the State Administration Structure Law 

I. General Provisions

1. The State Museums Authority (hereinafter – Authority) is a State direct administration institution under the supervision of the Minister for Culture.

2. The purpose of the activities of the Authority shall be to implement State cultural policy in public and private museums.

II.  Functions, Tasks and Rights of the Authority

3. The Authority shall have the following functions:

3.1. to promote the improvement of the operation of museums and to co-ordinate the development thereof (regardless of the status of the museum);

3.2. to monitor National museum holdings, to facilitate the conservation thereof and to co-ordinate the acquisition strategy thereof;

3.3. to ensure the preconditions for the professionalization of the operation of museums and of the museum staff; and

3.4. to compile and analyse information, in order to promote the circulation of the cultural history heritage accumulated in the museums to the public. 
4. The Authority shall have the following tasks:

4.1. to accredit museums;

4.2. to maintain the register of museums;

4.3. to participate in the drawing up of drafts for legislative acts related to the operation of museums;

4.4. to ensure the operation of the Latvian Council of Museums;

4.5. to become involved in international organisations and measures in the museum sector;

4.6. to monitor the compliance of the acquisition, documentation and conservation of museum collections with regulatory enactments regarding National museum holdings;

4.7. to participate in the development of a unified catalogue of National museums;

4.8. to issue a permit for the exclusion of items from the stock of the National museum holdings;

4.9. to issue permits for the temporary exportation of items of National museum holdings out of the territory of Latvia;

4.10. to issue permits for the transfer of items of museums as a part of National museum holdings from one museum to another;

4.11. to ensure the evaluation of confiscated natural, cultural historic, art, archaeological and other objects and selection for National museum holdings;

4.12. in accordance with the competence thereof to co-operate with State administrative institutions, as well as legal persons and natural persons;

4.13. to provide and organise professional and methodological assistance to the employees of museums;

4.14. to organise further education courses and activities in order to improve the professionalism of the employees of museums;

4.15. to organise the publishing of educational aids and methodological documentation related to matters of museum operation;

4.16. to develop the stock of the methodological literature of the sector;

4.17. to organise conferences, workshops and other educational events at a local and international level, as well as to participate in such events;

4.18. to document the processes in the operation of the museums of Latvia, to accumulate and analyse the relevant information, as well as to ensure the publicity thereof;

4.19. to provide information and consultations to legal persons and natural persons regarding matters within the competence of the Authority; and

4.20. to organise research of opinions of different target audiences regarding the operation of the museum sector.

5. The Authority has the following rights:

5.1. to request and receive information from museums necessary for the implementation of the tasks of the Authority, as well as data for the unified catalogue of National museum holdings;

5.2. to participate at the meetings of the Latvian Council of Museums;

5.3. to receive a mandatory free copy of the printed publication of the museums for the stock of the methodological literature of the Authority;

5.4. to receive information regarding the change of the owners of the museum objects by auction; 

5.5. to invite experts for consideration of the matters related to the work of museums;

5.6. to provide paid services for further education and provision of special literature for the employees of the sector ;

5.7. to put into effect projects associated with the performance of the functions of the Authority; and

5.8. to perform other activities prescribed by regulatory enactments.

III. Structure and Officials of the Authority

6. The work of the Authority shall be managed by the head of the Authority. The head of the Authority shall perform the functions of the manager of the direct administration institution prescribed by the State Authority Structure Law. After the approval of his or her candidacy in the Cabinet, the head of the Authority shall be appointed and dismissed by the Minister for Culture.
7. The head of the Authority shall determine the structure of the Authority.

8. The head of Authority shall have deputies. The head of the Authority shall determine the competence of the head of Authority’s deputies.

IV. Provision of Lawfulness in the Activities of the Authority and Overview of Operations
9. The lawfulness of the Authority shall be ensured by the head of the Authority. The head of the Authority shall be responsible for the establishment and operation of the inspection system of the decisions of the Authority.

10. The head of the Authority shall take a decision regarding the administrative acts issued by an official of the Authority or an actual action of an official and employee and challenged by a private individual.

11. A private individual may challenge the administrative acts issued by the head of the Authority and actual action in the Ministry of Culture. A decision of the Ministry of Culture may be appealed to the court.

12. The head of the Authority shall provide a report to the Minister for Culture regarding the performance of the functions of the Authority and the utilisation of State budget resources not less than once a year.

13. The Minister for Culture has the right to request a report regarding the performance of the functions of the Authority at any time.

V. Closing Provision
14. Cabinet Regulation No. 30 of 27 January 1998, By-law of the State Museum Authority is repealed. 

Prime Minister 








I. Emsis

Minister for Culture 







H. Demakova 
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