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I. General Provisions

 

1. This Regulation prescribes the procedure by which natural persons may perform amateur fishing – angling, as well as underwater hunting, obtaining of fish (crayfish and other aquatic invertebrates) (hereinafter – angling) with angling, underwater hunting and crayfish catching gears permitted by this Regulation in the waters of the Republic of Latvia. This Regulation shall not apply to waters which are used for specialised fish farming and the artificial propagation of fish.

2. The rights to angle in the waters of the Republic of Latvia have the natural persons (hereinafter – anglers)who during the angling carry a valid angling card in which the given name, surname and personal identity number is indicated, and a document which allows the identification of the person (given name, surname and personal identity number). In places where licensed angling has been established, a licence shall be required in addition to the angling card.

3. Persons up to the age of 16 and persons over the age of 65, as well as disabled persons are permitted to angle without an angling card. The referred to persons must carry a document with them which allows the identification of the person (given name, surname and personal identity number), but disabled persons aged between 16 and 65 years shall require a disability certificate.

 

4. In a private lake in which the fishing rights do not belong to the State, the owner of a lake may exercise fishing rights by himself or herself or permit other natural persons or legal persons to exercise the rights in accordance with this Regulation and regulatory enactments regarding exercising fishing rights in private waters.

5. Different angling procedures from this Regulation may be established for water bodies (also for  water bodies referred to in Chapter V of this Regulation), if, in accordance with regulatory enactments regarding procedures of licensed amateur fishing - angling the use of fishing rights with special fishing permits (licences) is provided for in the relevant water bodies.

6. The use of underwater hunting gears, as well as crayfish catching gears and methods is permitted in those  water bodies where obtaining of crayfish and fish has been established in accordance with regulatory enactments regarding procedures of licensed amateur fishing – angling. In addition to the referred to water bodies, the use of underwater hunting gears is permitted in those water bodies and in parts of water bodies specified in Annex 1 to this Regulation  in the sea coastal waters, as well as in private lakes in which the fishing rights do not belong to the State, with the permission of the owner.

7. Angling in the waters of specially protected nature territories shall take place in accordance with this Regulation and the individual regulations on protection and use of the relevant  territories.

8. By-law for competitions in angling and underwater hunting shall be co-ordinated with the local government, the State Environmental Service, but in specially protected nature territories – also with the Nature Protection Board. If the competition is organised in leased water bodies, the by-law of the competition shall be co-ordinated, in addition, with the lessee of the water bodies, but in sites of licensed angling and licensed underwater hunting– also with the organiser of the licensed angling or licensed underwater hunting, if the referred to persons are not the competition organisers.

 

9. An angler during angling has the right to use the natural towpath free of charge: along the seacoast – 20 metres, along the coast of private waters – 4 metres, along the coast of other waters – 10 metres.

 

10. The Ministry of Agriculture shall publish in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the official Gazette of the Government of Latvia] the decision on temporary measures for the regulation  of angling taken in accordance with the procedures set in the regulatory enactments for fishery, as well as send information regarding the decision taken to the informative publication of the administrative territory in which the relevant waters are located.

II. Angling, Underwater Hunting and Crayfish Catching Gears and Use of thereof

 

11. It is permitted to use  at the same time not more than:

11.1. two angling gears in inland waters, if each gear has not more than three hooks of any type. A multiple hook shall be regarded as one hook; or

 11.2. four angling gears in sea waters, if the total number of hooks does not exceed eight hooks and each gear has not more than four hooks of any type.

A multiple hook shall be regarded as one hook.

12. If using angling gears, it is not permitted to use:

12.1. the snagging method, in which a fish is hooked in a part of the body other than the mouth;

12.2. a natural bait for angling of fish - salmon, sea trout, grayling and brown  trout – as well as the gaff for picking up those fishes;

12.3. an artificial bait which is equipped at both ends with immobile hooks and with another hook (or without a hook) in the middle, between these, if angling in rivers takes place during  ice covered period; or
12.4. free floating angling gears in such manner where the relevant gear is not attached or fixed to a boat or is not being held by the angler, after the placing thereof into water and during angling up to the removal of the gear from the water.

 

13. For the obtaining of bait fish it is permitted to use a net of a size not exceeding 1,5 x 1,5 metres with the mesh size of netting not exceeding 10 milimeters.

 

14. The obtaining of crayfish in accordance with Paragraph 6 of this Regulation is permitted if not more than five crayfish trap-nets are used, as well as by catching with hands.
 

15. The following requirements shall be observed when using underwater hunting gears:

15.1. it is permitted to use only a harpoon gun loaded by muscular force, with the harpoon head width not exceeding 10 centimetres.

15.2. it is prohibited to use an aqualung or other self-contained breathing appliances;

15.3. during hunting a buoy of bright colour shall be attached to the hunter, which indicates the location of an underwater hunter in the water;

15.4. it is prohibited to be situated with a loaded harpoon gun on the coast or in the water closer than 20 metres from the coast line in public recreation areas, as well as in places of intensive public attendance (for example, in a place for swimming, in a place for water sports and cultural events), and closer than 20 metres from the marked territory of a place for swimming and place for water sports;

15.5. it is permitted to apply underwater hunting gears for the obtaining of fish, only under water; and

15.6. children up to the age of 16 unattended by parents or adults are prohibited from using underwater hunting gear.

16. The obtaining of fish of all species and crayfish with any other type of gear which differs from those referred to in this Regulation is prohibited in the waters of the Republic of Latvia.

 

III. Permissible Size of Catch and Permissible Length of Fish and Crayfish

 

17. Each angler shall hold the caught fish separately, except cases where the total catch of several anglers does not exceed the size of the catch permitted for one angler.

 
18. An angler at one time of angling may hold and keep as the catch:

18.1. turbot, rainbow trout, pike, tench, cod, chub, burbot, vimba, pike-perch, eel – five of each species;

18.2. ide, asp, catfish, brown trout – three of each species;

18.3. grayling, white fish – one of each species;

18.4. sea trout, salmon caught in sea  waters, as well as in (the River) Buļļupe, (the River) Sausā Daugava and (the River) Daugava from the mouth of the Daugava up to the Riga Hydroelectric Power Station – one of each species, but in other inland waters – in accordance with the by-laws for licensed angling;

18.5. perch caught in inland waters, and flounder caught in sea waters – five kilograms of each species;

18.6. perch caught in sea  waters, and smelt caught in sea waters and inland waters – 10 kilograms of each species;

18.7. fish of other species – without number and weight restrictions;

18.8. crayfish (noble and narrow-clawed crayfish) – in accordance with the by-laws for licensed angling, but not more than 50 pieces; and

18.9. chironomid larvae and fresh water shrimp – 100 grams.

 

19. It is permitted to keep as the catch the fish and crayfish conforming to the following permissible length :

19.1. salmon – from 60 centimetres;

19.2. pike, sea trout and catfish – from 50 centimetres;

19.3. asp and pike-perch – from 45 centimetres;

19.4. eel – from 40 centimetres;

19.5. brown trout – between 30 and 40 centimetres;

19.6. cod – from 38 centimetres;

19.7. turbot, grayling, ide, tench, chub, whitefish, rainbow trout, burbot and vimba (except vimba which is caught in (the River) Daugava, in an upstream direction from the Riga Hydroelectric Power Station, whose permissible length is not specified) - 30 centimetres;

19.8. perch caught in sea waters – 17 centimetres; and

19.9. crayfish (noble and narrow-clawed crayfish) -10 centimetres.

20. The length of fish of all species shall be determined by measuring the distance from the tip of the snout to the end of the caudal fin.

 

21. The length of crayfish shall be determined by measuring the distance from the rostrum (bony spine in front of the eyes) to the telson.

 
IV. General Angling Prohibitions

 

22. It is prohibited to catch:

22.1. lamprey – throughout the year;

22.2. salmon and sea trout:

22.2.1. in inland waters, throughout the year, except in (the River) Buļļupe, (the River) Sausā Daugava and (the River) Daugava, in the stretch from the mouth of the sea in an upstream direction up to 700 metres from the Riga Hydroelectric Power Station, as well as in the places and time periods specified in the by-laws for licensed angling;

22.2.2. in sea  waters – from 1 October to 15 November;

22.3. pike – from 1 March to 30 April;

22.4. pike-perch – from 16 April to 31 May;

22.5. grayling – from 16 March to 15 May;

22.6. whitefish, brown trout and vendace – from 1 October to 30 November;

22.7. crayfish (noble and narrow-clawed crayfish) – from 1 October to 30 June, as well as female crayfish with attached eggs – throughout the year; and

22.8. asp – from 1 March to 15 May.

 

23. It is prohibited to use as a bait, the fish of species referred to in Paragraph 19 of this Regulation (except perch) and crayfish, as well as it is prohibited to use lamprey larvae for these purposes.

24. Any type of angling is prohibited throughout the year:

24.1. in the areas of the mouths of rivers and channels flowing into the sea:

24.1.1. in sea waters around the mouth of (the River) Venta – within a radius of 2000 meters from the mouth, around the mouth of (the River) Daugava, Salaca, Gauja and Lielupe – within a radius of 1000 meters from the mouth, but around the mouths of other rivers and channels – within a radius of 200 meters from the mouth, except angling from piers on their seaside direction in places accessible to public;

24.1.2. 200 meters in an upstream direction from the line connecting the opposite coasts of the furthermost seaward located land points of rivers and channels, while in places where in the areas of the mouths of rivers and channels piers have been constructed – between piers on the entire length thereof;

24.2. 100 meters down the stream from the dams, sluices, waterfalls and other installations blocking the water bed;

24.3. from bridges and under the bridge constructions;

24.4. not closer than at a distance of 50 meters from the commercial fishing gears marked in accordance with the specified procedures, fish farming cages and fish passes constructions; and

24.5. in shipping waterways within the borders of a port aquatorium.

 

25. Any kind of angling is prohibited from 1 March to 30 April:

25.1. from boats and other floating transport units in all the water bodies, except angling in sea waters and places indicated in the by-laws for licensed angling; and

25.2. in canals and channels that connect lakes with rivers, lakes and rivers with the Baltic Sea or the Gulf of Riga, as well as those that interconnect lakes.

26. It is prohibited to be situated in the water bodies or in the close proximity thereof:

26.1. with gears for the obtaining of fish and crayfish the use of which is not permitted in the relevant time period and place;

26.2. with fish, crayfish and other aquatic invertebrates of such species the obtaining of which is not permitted in the relevant time period and place, or the quantity or weight of which exceeds the catch size permitted by this Regulation or does not conform with the permissible length of fish or crayfish.

 

27. It is prohibited to leave freely floating angling gears in the water in the manner referred to in Sub-paragraph 12.4 of this Regulation, when these are not attached or fixed to a boat or are not being held by an angler, or to leave any other angling gear without supervision by moving more than 50 metres away from an angling  gear.

 

28. It is prohibited to perform the following activities arbitrarily:

28.1. transferring fish and crayfish from one water body to another without observing the requirements specified in Section 22 of the Fishery Law. The fish, which are used as live bait for angling, are only permitted to be cached in the same water body in which the angling is taking place;

28.2. to touch or spoil commercial fishing gear; or

28.3. to create barrages and blocking installations in rivers, or in canals and channels that connect lakes with rivers, lakes and rivers with the Baltic Sea or the Gulf of Riga, as well as those that interconnect lakes.

V. Angling Prohibitions in Individual Water Bodies
 

29. Angling is prohibited throughout the year:

29.1. in (the River) Daugava:

29.1.1. from the Riga Hydroelectric Power Station, 700 meters downstream;

29.1.2. from the Kegums Hydroelectric Power Station, 1000 meters downstream;

29.1.3. from the Plaviņas Hydroelectric Power Station, 1000 meters downstream;

29.2. from the waterfall of (the River) Venta at Kuldiga 500 meters downstream and 200 meters upstream;

29.3. in (the River) Salaca along all the length thereof;

29.4. in the channel Mērsrags of (the Lake) Engures Ezers;

29.5. in (the River) Aiviekste, from the Aiviekste Hydroelectric Power Station 500 meters downstream; and,

29.6. in (the River) Brasla, from the Brasla Hydroelectric Power Station 1000 meters downstream.

 

30. Angling is prohibited during the following periods of time:

30.1. in the basin of (the River) Daugava:

30.1.1. in (the River) Aiviekste from the mouth of (the River) Veseta (new bed) upstream to the Aiviekste Hydroelectric Power Station – from 16 March by 31 May;

30.1.2. in (the River) Aiviekste and (the Lake) Lubāna 100 meters to both sides from the sluice – from 16 March by 15 May;

30.1.3. in (the Lake) Lubāna in the part adjacent to the North dike 1400 meters along the coast and in the lake 600 meters from the coast (from the mouth of (the River) Rēzekne to the curve of the dike) – from 1 October by 30 April;

30.1.4. in (the River) Rēzekne from the mouth (at (the Lake) Lubāna) upstream to the bridge at the populated area “Žogoti” – from 1 October by 30 April;

30.1.5. in (the River) Daugava from the piers and from the mouth of the Daugava in the Gulf of Riga, 6.5 kilometers upstream to the high voltage crossing in the territory of Riga, as well as in (the River) Buļļupe, (the Channel) Loči, and in (the River) Sarkandaugava – from 1 May by 31 May;

30.2. in the basin of (the River) Lielupe – from 1 April by 31 May;

30.2.1. from Staļģene bridge on (the River) Lielupe up the stream up to the confluence of (the River) Mūsa and (the River) Mēmele below Bauska castle ruins;
30.2.2. in (the River) Mēmele from the mouth up to the pedestrian bridge in Bauska;

30.2.3. in (the River) Mūsa from the mouth up to the bridge by the motorsports complex;

30.2.4. in (the River) Slocene (Pulkaine) between (the Lake) Valguma and (the Lake) Kaņieru and in (the River) Vecslocene and in (the River) Slocene between (the Lake) Sloka and (the River) Lielupe.

31. From 1 October to 30 November, the following is prohibited:

31.1. any type of angling:

31.1.1. in the basin of (the River) Daugava:

31.1.1.1. in the rivers of the basin of (the River) Ogre – in (the Rivers) Līčupe, Narūža, Sumuda, Taukatne and Vedze;

31.1.1.2. in the rivers of the basin of (the River) Pededze – in (the Rivers) Akaviņa, Alūksne, Ievedne and Virgulica;

31.1.1.3. in the rivers of the basin of (the River) Aiviekste in (the River) Arona and the rivers of its basin – in (the Rivers) Bērzaune and Taleja –, in (the River) Kuja upstream from the bridge to the Cesvaine-Gulbene road, in (the River) Veseta, down from the bridge by Lejaskrogs in Vietalva;

31.1.2. in the basin of (the River) Gauja:

31.1.2.1. in (the River) Amata, from the mouth at the Gauja, upstream up to the water reservoir dam in Kārļi;

31.1.2.2. in (the River) Kumada of the basin of (the River) Amata , from the mouth at the Amata upstream up to the Vidzeme (Pleskava) highway;

31.1.2.3. in (the River) Brasla, from the mouth at the Gauja, upstream up to the dam of the Brasla Hydroelectric Power Station;

31.1.2.4. in (the River) Lencupe and in (the River) Loja from the mouth at the Gauja upstream up to the dam of Katrīndzirnava Hydroelectric Power Station and in (the River) Strīķupe;

31.1.2.5. in (the River) Līgatne, from the mouth at the Gauja upstream up to the dam by “Anafabrikas” cliffs;

31.1.2.6. in (the River) Rauna, from the mouth at the Gauja, upstream up to the dam of the windmill in Rauna;

31.1.2.7. in the river of the basin of (the River) Rauna – in (the River) Raunis, from the mouth at the Rauna upstream up to the Vidzeme (Pleskava) highway, and in (the River) Vaive from the mouth at the Rauna upstream up to the dam of Vaive windmill;

31.1.2.8. in the rivers of the basin of (the River) Tirza – in (the Rivers) Vilaune and Azanda;

31.1.2.9. in (the River) Vecpalsa and the rivers of its basin – in (the Rivers) Rauza and Šepka;

31.1.2.10. in (the River) Vizla, from the mouth at the Gauja, upstream up to the dam of Vizla Hydroelectric Power Station;

31.1.3. in the rivers of the basin of (the River) Irbe – in (the Rivers) Ostupe and Raķupe;

31.1.4. in the rivers of the basin of (the River) Salaca – in (the Rivers) Jaunupe, Korģe, Ķirele, Noriņa, Melnupe, Glāžupe, Iģe, Piģele, Ramata;

31.1.5. in the basin of (the River) Venta:

31.1.5.1. in the rivers of the basin of (the River) Abava – in (the River) Mellupīte, in (the River) Valgale, from the mouth at the Abava upstream to the bridge in the village of Valgale, in (the River)Virbupe (at Kārone);

31.1.5.2. in (the River) Ciecere, from the mouth at (the River) Venta upstream up to the dam of the water reservoir of Pakuļi;

31.1.5.3. in (the River) Eda and the river of its basin (the River) Šķēde, in (the River) Koja, in (the River) Lētiža, in (the River) Šķērvelis and the river of its basin(the River) Dzelda;

31.1.6. in the small rivers at the mouth of the Gulf of Riga – in (the River) Aģe, from the mouth upstream up to the dam of Aģe Hydroelectric Power Station, in (the Rivers) Inčupe, Ķīšupe, in (the River) Liepupe, from the mouth upstream up to Tallinas highway, in (the Rivers) Lāčupe, Melnsilupe, Pēterupe, Pilsupe, in (the River) Svētupe, from the mouth upstream up to the bridge by the Krūzmaņi house (highway to the marsh of Ērgļi), in (the River) Zaķupīte;

31.2. angling with artificial bait:

31.2.1. in (the River) Gauja, from the mouth upstream to the highway bridge in Strenči;

31.2.2. in (the River) Irbe; 

31.2.3. in (the River) Mergupe;

31.2.4. in (the River) Rīva, from the mouth upstream to the bridge in the village of Rīva;

31.2.5. in (the River) Roja, from the mouth upstream up to the dam of Lube windmill;

31.2.6. in the basin of (the River) Saka in (the River) Tebra up to the dam at Aizpute;

31.2.7. in (the River) Užava, from the mouth upstream to the bridge at Tērande;

31.2.8. in (the River) Venta from the bridge at Zlēkas up to the border of Latvia and Lithuania;

31.2.9. in (the River) Abava, from the mouth in (the River) Venta upstream up to the rapids of the Abava; and,

31.2.10. in (the River) Vitrupe, from the mouth upstream to the bridge at Ķirbiži.

 

VI. Duties and Liability of Anglers

32. An angler has the following duties:

32.1. to present angling cards, licences and other documents for control at the place of angling in accordance with this Regulation, as well as angling gear and the catch;

32.2. to use all necessary aids and methods in order to pick up and free a fish from a hook with care, and to release back into the water the fish and crayfish that are not permitted to be caught and kept. If a hook cannot be taken out from the mouth of a fish in a careful manner, to cut the line of the angling gear; 
32.3. to send to the State scientific institute “Institute of Food Safety, Animal Health and the Environment” (Rīga, Daugavgrīvas iela 8), the numbered marking tags attached to the fish with the name or abbreviation of the scientific research institute, if fish marked for the purposes of research are obtained in the catch;

32.4. to kill the fish to be kept in the catch immediately after such fish has been caught, except the conditions where fish are held alive floating in a water environment, or when angling on ice. The fish shall then be killed as soon as the angling has finished; and

32.5. to treat the natural environment with care, without polluting water bodies and the coastal zone thereof.

 

33. Violators of this Regulation shall be held administratively liable or criminally liable in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments. Such liability shall not release the violators from the obligation to compensate the losses caused to the fish resources in accordance with the basic rate for the calculation of the sum to be recovered for the losses caused by a natural person by illegally obtaining fish, crayfish and other invertebrates in the waters of the Republic of Latvia (Annex 2).

34. In order to compensate entirely the losses caused to the fish resources, the basic rate referred to in Annex 2 to this Regulation shall be applied as follows:

34.1. in three times of the basic amount – for angling without an angling card and angling licence, or if the permitted size of the catch and the permitted length of those species of fish which are not referred to in Sub-paragraph 34.2.3. of this Regulation are exceeded;

34.2. in five times of the basic amount:

34.2.1. for angling during a prohibited period and at a prohibited place:

34.2.2. if prohibited angling gears, underwater hunting and crayfish catching gears and methods, as well as prohibited types of obtaining fish and crayfish are used; and,

34.2.3. if the permitted catch size and the permitted length of specially protected species of fish of limited use – grayling, salmon, asp, white fish, sea trout, as well as brown  trout – is exceeded.

 

35. The amount of compensation for the losses caused to fish resources, which is specified in accordance with Paragraphs 33 and 34 of this Regulation, shall be reimbursed based on the decision of an official of the State Environmental Service or the Nature Protection Board, and paid into the account of the State basic budget indicated in the decision for the creation of revenue of the Fish Fund subsidy.

VII. Control of Compliance of Angling Regulation
36. In performing control of angling, an official of the State Environmental Service and the Nature Protection Board as well as an authorised person of the State Environmental Service in the territory of Latvia and the authorised official of the local government in the administrative territory of the relevant local government, has the right to examine the catch and the gear used for angling, to compile a protocol regarding violations of this Regulation and the regulations of licensed angling, as well as to confiscate illegally caught fish and the gear and means of obtaining such catch. The owners of private waters to which fishing rights belong, and the lessees of fishing rights and water bodies shall also participate in co-operation with the State and local government officials and authorised persons for the protection and supervision of fish resources 
VIII. Closing Provisions

 

37. Cabinet Regulation No. 31 of 10 January 2006, Regulation On Angling (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2006, No. 11; 2009, No.50), is repealed.

 

38. This Regulation shall come into force on 1 January 2010.

 

 

Prime Minister 


V. Dombrovskis

 

Minister for Agriculture 

J. Dūklavs

 

Annex 1

Cabinet Regulation No.1498

22 December 2009

.

 

List of Water Bodies and Parts of Water Bodies in which Underwater Hunting is Permitted

 

1. (The River) Daugava:

1.1. from Dienvidu tilts [bridge] upstream up to 700 metres from the dam of the Riga Hydroelectric Power Station; and, 

1.2. from the mouth of (the River) Dārzupīte downstream up to the mouth of (the River) Nereta.

 

2. (The River) Sausā Daugava.

 

3. (The Lake) Belāni (the Lake Baltais) (the Latvian part).

 

4. (The Lake) Dzirnezers.

 

5. (The Lake) Sila.

 

6. (The Lake) Sita (the Latvian part).

 

 

Minister for Agriculture 

J. Dūklavs

 

Annex 2

Cabinet Regulation No.1498

22 December 2009

.

 

Basic Rates for the Calculation of the Sum to be Recovered for Losses Caused by Natural Persons by Illegally Obtaining Fish, Crayfish and Other Invertebrates in the Waters of the Republic of Latvia

 

	No.
	Species
	Compensation for losses 
(in lats)
	Unit of measurement

	1.
	Grayling, salmon, catfish, whitefish, brown  trout, sea trout, eel
	100
	1piece

	2.
	Pike-perch, vendace, asp
	25
	1 piece

	3.
	Ide, pike, vimba
	20
	1 piece

	4.
	Carp, tench, lamprey, noble crayfish, narrow-clawed crayfish, chub, burbot
	5
	1 piece

	5.
	Turbot, cod
	10
	1 kg

	6.
	Perch, flounder
	5
	1 kg

	7.
	Sprat, herring, smelt
	0,5
	1 kg

	8.
	Fish of other species
	1,0
	1 kg

	9.
	Chironomid larvae, fresh water shrimp
	20
	100 g

	10.
	Fish roe
	100
	100 g


 

 

Minister for Agriculture 

J. Dūklavs
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