Republic of Latvia
Cabinet
Regulation No. 194

Adopted 2 March 2010
Regulations Regarding Personal Document of Asylum Seekers and Procedures for the Issuance Thereof
 

Issued pursuant to
Section 7, Paragraph two
of the Asylum Law 
1. This Regulation prescribes the form of a personal document of the asylum seeker (hereinafter – document) and the procedures for the issuance thereof.
 

2. The document shall be issued by the State Border Guard.
 

3. The document shall be issued to an asylum seeker regardless of his or her age for the time period until a decision regarding granting of a refugee status or alternative status or a decision regarding refusal to grant the relevant status is taken. The document shall not be issued to the asylum seeker, if he or she is detained.
 

4. The State Border Guard shall issue the document within three days after receipt of an application regarding granting of refugee status or alternative status.
 

5. The size of the document shall be 10.5 x 7.5 cm and it shall be produced in accordance with the specified specimen (Annex 1). After production the document shall be laminated. The document shall contain:
5.1. the name of the issuing authority, the document number, the date and place of issue;
5.2. data regarding the asylum seeker:
5.2.1. the given name (names), surname (transliteration of original forms into Latin alphabet);
5.2.2. the date and place of birth;
5.2.3. the nationality and type thereof;
5.2.4. if the asylum seeker is under age of 18 years – the given name and surname of parents, guardian appointed by the Orphan’s court or the head of child care institution. If a child is under age of one year, his or her eye colour and height shall be indicated; and
5.3. a photograph of the asylum seeker (the person shall be without headgear on the image and his or her face shall be uncovered). 

 

6. An official of the State Border Guard shall, prior to the issue of the document, inform an asylum seeker in the language, which he or she should understand and in which he or she can communicate, that in the Republic of Latvia the liability is determined for the provision of false information.
 

7. In issuing the document, the official of the State Border Guard shall explain to an asylum seeker in the language, which he or she should understand and in which he or she can communicate, that the asylum seeker shall, not later than within a day, notify in writing, if the document:
7.1. has been stolen – to the relevant institution of the State Police and to the official of the accommodation centre for asylum seekers; or
7.2. has perished – to the official of the accommodation centre for asylum seekers.
 

8. An asylum seeker shall sign regarding the receipt of the document in the registration journal of personal documents of asylum seekers (Annex 2).
 

9. The document shall be issued repeatedly, if:
9.1. the document has been damaged or lost; 
9.2. notes not provided for by regulatory enactments have been made therein;
9.3. the person’s given name (names) or surname, or given name (names) and surname has (have) changed;
9.4. the outer appearance of the asylum seeker has changed;
9.5. other data entered in the document have changed; or
9.6. inaccuracies have been determined in the document.
 

10. In order to receive the document repeatedly, an asylum seeker shall submit a submission to the State Border Guard with a request to issue new document and the document to be replaced, if any.
 

11. The official of the State Border Guard shall ascertain the identity of the recipient of the document prior to the repeated issuance of the document.
 

12. The State Border Guard shall issue the document repeatedly within three working days after receipt of the documents referred to in Paragraph 10 of this Regulation.
 

Informative Reference to European Union Directive
 

This Regulation contains legal norms arising from Council Directive 2003/9/EC of 27 January 2003 laying down minimum standards for the reception of asylum seekers.
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Registration Journal of Personal Documents of Asylum Seekers
 
	No.
	Given name (names), surname, date and place of birth of the asylum seeker
	Nationality of the asylum seeker and type thereof
	Personal document number of the asylum seeker
	Date of issue of the document of the asylum seeker
	Signature of the responsible employee
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(the asylum seeker has been familiarised with Paragraphs 6 and 7 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 194 of 2 March 2010, Regulations Regarding Personal Document of Asylum Seekers and the Procedures for the Issuance Thereof)
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