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Law on the Energy Performance of Buildings

 

I. General Provisions

 

1. This Regulation prescribes the requirements to be put forward to the energy auditors and the liability thereof, as well as the procedures for the certification and supervision of energy auditors.

 

2. An energy auditor certificate shall not be necessary in order to perform activities related to the energy performance of buildings, the objective of which is not the issuance of an energy performance certificate of a building, a temporary energy performance certificate of a building, a boiler inspection report or an air-conditioning system inspection report.

 

3. An energy auditor certificate for the evaluation of the energy performance of new buildings to be designed and buildings to be reconstructed and for the issuance of a temporary energy performance certificate of a building shall not be necessary for persons who have received a Building Practice Certificate in the field of the structural design of buildings in accordance with the procedures specified by regulatory enactments regulating building.

[9 March 2010]

3.1 An energy auditor certificate for the issue of a boiler inspection report or an air-conditioning system inspection report shall not be requested for persons who have received a Building Practice Certificate in the field of construction of heat supply systems or heating and ventilation systems in accordance with the procedures specified by regulatory enactments regulating building.
[9 March 2010]

II. Requirements for Energy Auditors

 

4. An energy auditor shall comply with the following requirements:

4.1. the necessary theoretical knowledge has been acquired in a study programme of first or second level vocational or academic higher education or in a vocational in-service training programme;

4.2. practical experience has been acquired if the necessary theoretical knowledge has been acquired in a vocational in-service training programme; and

4.3. a proficiency test has been passed, and an energy auditor certificate has been received.

[9 March 2010]

5. In order to evaluate the energy performance of a building and to issue an energy performance certificate of a building or a temporary energy performance certificate of a building, theoretical knowledge shall be required in the following fields: 

5.1. thermotechnics of building envelopes;

5.2. technical building systems (heating, ventilation, air conditioning, water supply and lighting); and

5.3. building climatology and indoor climate.

 

6. In order to inspect boilers, the rated output of which is more than 20 kilowatts (hereinafter – boilers), and air-conditioning systems, the rated output of which is more than 12 kilowatts (hereinafter – air-conditioning systems), theoretical knowledge shall be required in the following fields:

6.1. boilers and heating systems;

6.2. air-conditioning equipment and systems;

6.3. cooling equipment and systems; and

6.4. measurements and adjustment of equipment.

 

7. A vocational in-service training programme of an energy auditor shall include the following

7.1. the acquisition of theoretical knowledge necessary for the evaluation of the energy performance of a building and the issuance of an energy performance certificate of a building or a temporary energy performance certificate of a building in the amount of at least 320 hours; and

7.2. the acquisition of theoretical knowledge necessary for inspection of boilers and air-conditioning systems in the amount of at least 40 hours.

 

8. If a person has acquired the necessary theoretical knowledge within the framework of a vocational in-service training programme:

8.1. in order to evaluate the energy performance of a building and to issue an energy performance certificate of a building or a temporary energy performance certificate of a building, a person shall need at least one year of practical experience in the evaluation of the energy performance of buildings, working under the management of an appropriately certified energy auditor; and

8.2. in order to inspect boilers and air-conditioning systems and to issue an inspection report, a person shall need at least three months of practical experience in the inspection of boilers and air-conditioning systems, working under the management of an appropriately certified energy auditor.

 

III. Liability of Energy Auditors

 

9. An energy auditor shall be liable for the following:

9.1. the compliance with regulatory enactments and the applicable standards for the energy performance of buildings (according to his or her competence);

9.2. the quality control of the data necessary for calculation of the energy performance of buildings;

9.3. the accuracy of the results of calculations of the energy performance of buildings;

9.4. impartiality and reliability of the evaluation of the energy performance of buildings; and

9.5. the documentation of the activities performed during the evaluation of the energy performance of buildings or inspection of boilers and air-conditioning systems, as well as the storage of documentation for 10 years after drawing up of the relevant documents. 

 

IV. Certification and Supervision of Energy Auditors

 

10. The certification of an energy auditor shall include the granting of a certificate, the extension of the period of validity and the suspension and cancellation of operation thereof.

 

11. Certification of energy auditors shall be performed by competent certification authorities, the list of which has been published by the Ministry of Economics in the newspaper Latvijas Vēstnesis [the Official Gazette of the Government of Latvia]. The competence of certification authorities shall be evaluated in accordance with the procedures specified in regulatory enactments regarding conformity assessment and pursuant to the standard LVS EN ISO/IEC 17024:2005 “Conformity assessment. General requirements for bodies operating certification of persons” or a more recent version of the standard.

 

12. A certification authority shall:

12.1. be responsible for the performance of certification functions;

12.2. ensure the arrangement of the record-keeping and the storage of the documentation related to certification;

12.3. register the issued certificates and provide information in accordance with Paragraph 32 of this Regulation;

12.4. provide information in certification matters upon request; and

12.5. perform the supervision of professional activities of the certified specialists.

 

13. In order to receive an energy auditor certificate, a person shall submit the following to a certification authority: 

13.1. a submission regarding the granting of a certificate;

13.2. the documents confirming the education level requested for an energy auditor and mastering of theoretical knowledge; and

13.3. in the cases referred to in Paragraph 8 of this Regulation the documents confirming practical activities in the field applied for certification and a list of works, in the performance of which the person has participated. The employer, the commissioning party, the object and the location thereof, the period for performance of works and the level of participation of the person shall be indicated.

[9 March 2010]

 

14. After receipt of the documents referred to in Paragraph 13 of this Regulation, the certification authority shall evaluate the conformity of the applicant to the relevant requirements specified in this Regulation.

 

15. In order to receive an energy auditor certificate for the evaluation of the energy performance of a building and the issue of an energy performance certificate of a building and the evaluation of the energy performance of new buildings to be designed and buildings to be reconstructed and for the issue of a temporary energy performance certificate of a building, a person shall take the test of the knowledge and practical use of the methodology for calculation of the energy performance of buildings specified in Section 9, Paragraph two of the Law on the Energy Performance of Buildings. The skill of the practical use of methodology of calculation for the energy performance of buildings shall be confirmed by at least three calculations of the energy performance of buildings performed in accordance with the methodology of calculation for the energy performance of buildings and prepared evaluations of the energy performance of buildings for the issuing of an energy performance certificate of a building.

[9 March 2010]

16. In order to receive an energy auditor certificate for the evaluation of the energy performance of new buildings to be designed and buildings to be reconstructed and the issuance of a temporary energy performance certificate of a building, a person shall take a test in the practical use of the methodology of calculation for the energy performance of buildings confirmed by at least three evaluations of the energy performance of buildings performed in accordance with the methodology of calculation for the energy performance of buildings for the issuing of a temporary energy performance certificate of a building.

 

17. In order to receive an energy auditor certificate for inspection of the energy efficiency of boilers and air-conditioning systems and the issuance of an inspection report, a person shall take a test in the inspection of boilers and air-conditioning systems confirmed by at least three issued boiler inspection reports and one air-conditioning system inspection report.

 

18. If the applicant conforms with the requirements referred to in this Regulation and has passed the certification test, the certification authority shall take a decision regarding the granting of a certificate and issue an energy auditor certificate, which confirms the competence of the person in one or several of the following fields:

18.1. the evaluation of the energy performance of a building and the issuance of an energy performance certificate of a building;

18.2. the evaluation of new buildings to be designed and buildings to be reconstructed and the issuance of a temporary energy performance certificate of a building; and

18.3. inspection of the energy efficiency of boilers and air-conditioning systems and the issuance of an inspection report.

 

19. In order to extend the period of validity of an energy auditor certificate, a person shall submit the following to the certification authority: 

19.1. a submission regarding extension of the period of validity of the certificate; or,

19.2. documents certifying education if the person has acquired additional education during the training period.

 

20. In order to extend the period of validity of a certificate to a person during whose period of activity violations related to professional activities have been detected or to a person who has suspended activities for more than three years, a certification authority shall perform a proficiency test of the person.

 

21. A certification authority shall extend the period of validity of a certificate without an additional proficiency test if, pursuant to the data registered in accordance with the procedures specified in Section 15 of the Law on the Energy Performance of Buildings, a person has operated continuously in the relevant fields of the energy auditor and violations related to professional activities have not been detected.

 

22. An energy auditor certificate shall be issued for a time period of five years.

 

23. An energy auditor certificate shall be drawn up in accordance with the Annex to this Regulation.

 

24. The registration number of an energy auditor certificate shall be drawn up in the format XXX-YYYY-(n), where XXX – the code of the certification authority, YYYY – the serial number of the certificate, n – the number in succession, which is granted if the period of validity of the certificate is extended or the competences confirmed in the certificate are changed.

 

25. If the competence of an applicant does not conform with the requirements specified for an energy auditor in this Regulation, a certification authority shall take a decision regarding a refusal to grant a certificate or to extend the period of validity thereof. 

 

26. If a certification authority receives a submission, a complaint or other information regarding violations of professional activities detected in the activities of the certified person, the certification authority shall examine the relevant information, evaluate the activities of the certified person (if necessary, requesting additional information) and take a decision regarding the suspension or cancellation of the operation or leaving in force of the energy auditor certificate.

 

27. If violations of regulatory enactments in the field of the energy performance of buildings are detected in professional activities of an energy auditor, a certification authority shall take a decision regarding the suspension of the operation of the certificate until such time when the energy auditor has eliminated the consequences caused by his or her activities, and specify a deadline for elimination of the consequences.

 

28. A certification authority shall take a decision regarding cancellation of an energy auditor certificate:

28.1. if an energy auditor, after the certification authority has taken a decision regarding the suspension of the operation of the certificate, has not eliminated the consequences caused by his or her activities within the deadline specified by the certification authority;

28.2. if an energy auditor has provided services in the field of activities, in which he or she does not have a competence confirmed by a certificate;

28.3. upon the initiative of an energy auditor;

28.4. if it is established that the energy auditor certificate has been issued without justification; and

28.5. if it is proved that an energy auditor has deliberately violated regulatory enactments in the field of evaluation of the energy performance of buildings.

 

29. A decision regarding the refusal to grant an energy auditor certificate or to extend the period of validity of the certificate, as well as regarding the cancellation of the certificate shall be issued or sent to the relevant person within a time period of five working days after taking thereof.

 

30. A decision regarding the refusal to issue a certificate or to extend the period of validity thereof may be disputed in the Ministry of Economics. The decision of the Ministry of Economics may be appealed according to the procedures specified in regulatory enactments regulating the administrative procedure.

 

31. Information regarding the evaluation and certification of an energy auditor shall be stored by a certification authority for 10 years following the expiry of the period of validity of an energy auditor certificate.

32. A certification authority shall submit the following information to the Ministry of Economics within five working days after taking the relevant decision: 

32.1. decisions regarding the granting of energy auditor certificates, the extension of the period of validity thereof, the cancellation of energy auditor certificates and suspension of the operation thereof, as well as regarding refusals to grant a certificate;

32.2. information regarding energy auditors: 

32.2.1. the given name, surname;

32.2.2. personal identity number;

32.2.3. education, speciality, the issuer of the document certifying vocational or academic education, the place and year of issuing thereof; 

32.2.4. the duration and place of training in the cases referred to in Paragraph 8 of this Regulation;

32.2.5. name of further education programme, the issuer of the document certifying further education, the place and year of issuing thereof in the cases referred to in Paragraph 8 of this Regulation; and

32.2.6. contact information (phone number, electronic mail address);

32.3. information regarding certificates issued to energy auditors:

32.3.1. the number;

32.3.2. the date of issue and the number of the decision;

32.3.3. the confirmed competences (indicating the date);

32.3.4. the date of re-registration and the number of the decision; and

32.3.5. the given name and surname of the person who has approved the certificate.

[9 March 2010]
33. The Ministry of Economics shall ensure public access to the information referred to in Sub-paragraphs 32.2.1 and 32.3 of this Regulation, as well as to the information referred to in Sub-paragraph 32.2.6 of this Regulation free of charge on its Internet home page, if a consent of a person for the publication thereof has been received at a certification authority.
[9 March 2010]
Prime Minister 


I. Godmanis

 

Minister for Economics 

K. Gerhards

Annex

Cabinet Regulation

No. 26

13 January 2009

 

Sample Energy Auditor Certificate

	
	

	logo of the accreditation authority
	logo of the certification authority

	full name of the certification authority

(abbreviated name)

Energy Auditor Certificate

No.XX-0000-n

 

Confirms that_______________(given name, surname), personal identity number ______-____

conforms with the requirements of Cabinet Regulation No. 26 of 13 January 2009 “Regulation Regarding Energy Auditors” and is competent to perform the following activities:

________________________ _________________(confirmation date of the competence)

________________________ _________________(confirmation date of the competence)

________________________ _________________(confirmation date of the competence)

 

Certificate issued (date)_____ ________________ _____, Decision No.__________

Certificate re-registered (date) _____ ________________ _____, Decision No.__________

 (date)____ _____________ _____, Decision No. ________

 (date) ____ ______________ _____, Decision No. ________ 

Certificate valid until (date) _____ _______ _________________

 

Head of the certification authority _________________________________
 




(given name, surname) (signature)

Place for a seal

Place _____________________________

Date ________________________




 

Minister for Economics 

K. Gerhards
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