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Republic of Latvia

Cabinet
Regulation No. 650
Adopted 16 August 2011
Procedures for Registration of Farming Animals, the Herds and Holdings Thereof and the Procedures for Identification of Farming Animals
Issued pursuant to

Section 9, Paragraph one

of the Law On Breeding Activities

and Animal Breeding

I. General Provisions
1. This Regulation prescribes the procedures for registration of farming animals, the herds and holdings thereof and the procedures for identification of farming animals.
2. The following terms are used in this Regulation:
2.1. herd – an aggregate of farming animals or a farming animal which belongs to one owner; and
2.2. holding – separately enclosed area for permanent or temporary keeping of farming animals and beehives.
3. An owner of the farming animal (hereinafter – owner) or a natural or legal person who permanently or for a certain period of time is responsible for the farming animals (also during their transportation, trade and competition) (hereinafter – keeper) has an obligation:
3.1. to register the herd and holding and update the information regarding the changes occurred therein;
3.2. to identify a farming animal and update the information regarding the identification and movements thereof and other events with it; and
3.3. to provide all the necessary information regarding the origin, identification and movements of the farming animals upon request of the State Agency Agricultural Data Centre (hereinafter – Data Centre) or the Food and Veterinary Service.
4. Identification of a farming animal shall be performed by an owner, keeper, practising veterinarian or natural person who has received a certificate or a document for the performance of recording in accordance with regulatory enactments regarding the training of the natural persons who perform evaluation, recording, artificial insemination, ova and embryo transplantation of farming animals.
5. It is permitted to sell farming animal and beehive production and move live farming animals, if the farming animals, herd and holding are registered and farming animals are identified in compliance with the requirements referred to in this Regulation.

II. Registration of Farming Animals, Herds and Holdings
6. The Farming Animal, Herd and Holding Register of the Data Centre (hereinafter – database) shall be a part of the State information system Agricultural Data Centre Information System. The Data Centre shall ensure the relevant informative services on a web site whose address is indicated in the Directory of Public Services under the supervision of the State Regional Development Agency.
7. In the Farming Animal Register the Data Centre shall:
7.1. indicate the bovine animal identification number, date of birth, death or slaughter, bovine gender, species, information of origin, mother’s identification number, herd and holding number and information regarding the movements of the bovine animal, as well as additionally indicate the date of insemination, mating, parturition, abortion, castration of the bovine animal and the group of the use of the bovine animal;
7.2. register equine animals in compliance with the requirements of Article 21(1) of Commission Regulation (EC) No 504/2008 of 6 June 2008 implementing Council Directives 90/426/EEC and 90/427/EEC as regards methods for the identification of equidae (hereinafter – Regulation No 504/2008) and additionally indicate the address of equine herd and holding, information of origin of the equine animal, species, description of the characteristics of the equine animal, date of insemination, mating, parturition, abortion and castration of the equine animal and information regarding the movements of the equine animal;
7.3. ovine and caprine animals shall be registered in compliance with the requirements of Section D of Annex to Council Regulation (EC) No 21/2004 of 17 December 2003 establishing a system for the identification and registration of ovine and caprine animals and amending Regulation (EC) No 1782/2003 and Directives 92/102/EEC and 64/432/EEC (hereinafter – Regulation No 21/2004), and additionally indicate the ovine and caprine animal species, identification number, date of birth, death or slaughter, date of insemination, mating, parturition, abortion and castration and information regarding the movements thereof;
7.4. indicate the herd and holding number of the porcine animal keeper, quantity of porcine animals, the group of the use thereof, as well as the information regarding the porcine animal movements; and
7.5. indicate the quantity of fur-bearing animals, rabbits, poultry, honey beehives and animals of wild species kept in enclosed areas for the acquisition of production (hereinafter – wild animal).
8. The Data Centre shall indicate a herd number, owner’s given name and surname (a firm name for a legal person) and address of the herd in the Herd Register.
9. The Data Centre shall indicate an holding number, keeper’s given name and surname (a firm name for a legal person), address of the holding, place for permanent keeping and temporary keeping of farming animals and place for permanent keeping of beehives, address and geographical co-ordinates in the Holding Register. Places for temporary keeping of beehives shall not be indicated in the Register.
10. The Food and Veterinary Service shall register the information regarding the results of inspections carried out at the holding, the status of the holdings of farming animals in respect to infectious diseases and restrictions for the movements or the product sale thereof in the Holding Register.
11. The Data Centre shall assign a number for each herd and holding. The number assigned shall not be changed during the existence of the herd and holding.
12. In order to register a herd, an owner shall submit a herd card (Annex 1) electronically or in printed form to the Data Centre.

13. In order to register an holding, an owner or keeper shall submit an holding card (Annex 2) electronically or in printed form to the Data Centre.

14. If changes have occurred in a herd or holding then within 30 days: 

14.1. after liquidation of the herd, change of contact information or address the owner shall submit updated herd card (Annex 1) electronically or in printed form to the Data Centre; or
14.2. after liquidation of the holding, change of the keeper or change of the contact information the owner or keeper shall submit updated holding card (Annex 2) electronically or in printed form to the Data Centre.
[27 December 2011]
15. The Data Centre shall make the relevant notation in the Herd or Holding Register within three days after receipt of the herd or holding card referred to in Paragraphs 12, 13 or 14 of this Regulation.
[27 December 2011]

16. The Data Centre shall exclude a herd or holding from the Herd or Holding Register, if the owner or keeper has not registered any farming animal therein within three years since the time of registration of the herd or holding.
17. The Data Centre shall keep the information in a database for three years since there are no farming animals in the holding.
18. An owner or keeper of bovine, porcine, ovine and caprine animals shall create and maintain the Register of the Holding Animals electronically or in printed form. The Register of the Holding Animals and the information entered therein shall be stored for at least three years after liquidation of animals and shall be presented to an official of the Food and Veterinary Service upon request. 
19. An owner or keeper shall indicate in the Register of the Holding Animals:
19.1. an holding number, keeper’s given name and surname (a firm name for a legal person), address of the holding, a bovine animal identification number, date of birth, death or slaughter, bovine gender, species, information of origin, mother’s identification number, information regarding the movements of the bovine animal, indicating the previous holding number and recipient’s holding number where it is moved to. The information in the Register of the Holding Animals shall be updated within three days after movements and identification of the bovine animal;
19.2. the information in compliance with the requirements referred to in Section B of Annex to Regulation No 21/2004 and update it within three days after movements and identification of the ovine or caprine animal; 

19.3. the quantity of porcine animals and information regarding the movements of the porcine animals with the previous holding number and the recipient’s holding number.
[27 December 2011]

20. An owner or keeper shall update the information regarding the quantity of rabbits, fur-bearing animals, poultry, beehives and wild animals in the herd at least twice a year, submitting electronically or in printed form a report regarding the status in the herd as of 1 January and 1 July of the relevant year to the Data Centre. The report shall be submitted within a month after referred to dates. The Data Centre shall register the information in a database within three days after receipt of the referred to information.
[27 December 2011]

21. If natural mating of bovine, equine ovine and caprine animals is carried out at an holding, an owner or keeper shall, within seven days after relevant event, submit electronically or in printed form a registration sheet for insemination of animals (Annex 3) to the Data Centre. The Data Centre shall register the information in a database within three days after receipt of the referred to information.
[27 December 2011]

22. If artificial insemination of bovine, equine, ovine and caprine animals is carried out at an holding, a natural person who, in accordance with the regulatory enactments regarding the training of such natural persons who perform evaluation, recording, artificial insemination, ova and embryo transplantation of farming animals, has acquired a certificate or a document for the performance of artificial insemination of farming animals (hereinafter – artificial inseminator), shall submit electronically a registration sheet for insemination of animals (Annex 3) to the Data Centre. The Data Centre shall register the information in a database within three days after receipt of the referred to information.
[27 December 2011]

23. An owner or keeper shall submit a communication sheet of events (Annex 4) in printed form or electronic document form to the Data Centre within seven days if at the holding:
23.1. still-born animals are born;
23.2. bovine, equine, ovine and caprine animals are slaughtered or died, the descendants thereof have died or are slaughtered not identified; or
23.3. abortions have occurred, castration of bovine, equine, ovine and caprine animals or the use thereof has been changed.
[27 December 2011]

23.1 The Data Centre shall register the information in a database within three days after receipt of the information referred to in Paragraph 23 of this Regulation.
[27 December 2011]

24. If the owner of farming animals is changed, the previous and the new owner of the herd shall fill in a declaration of the movements of animals (Annex 5) and submit it electronically or in printed form to the Data Centre within seven days after relevant transaction. The Data Centre shall, within three days after receipt of a declaration of the movements of animals, register the change of the property as of the end date of the movements indicated in the declaration of the movements of animals. Any encumbrances related to any of the owners of herds involved in a transaction shall not be an obstacle for the registration of the change of the property.
[27 December 2011]

25. If farming animals are moved from one holding to another (except the movements to a slaughterhouse), an owner or keeper shall complete a declaration of the movements of animals (Annex 5) and submit it electronically or in printed form to the Data Centre within seven days after relevant event. The Data Centre shall, within three days after receipt of a declaration of the movements of animals, register the change of holding in a database.
[27 December 2011]

26. If a farming animal is brought for breeding in the Republic of Latvia, an owner or keeper shall, within seven days after placement thereof in an holding, submit electronically or in printed form a declaration of the movements of animals (Annex 5) to the Data Centre where a country from which the animal has been brought is indicated, additionally attaching the following:
26.1. an original of the passport of a bovine animal or a copy of Section I-III of the passport of an equine animal;
26.2. a copy of the document attesting the pedigree of a bovine, ovine or caprine animal; and
26.3. a copy of the veterinary import document.
[27 December 2011]

27. The Data Centre shall, within three days after receipt of the documents referred to in Paragraph 26 of this Regulation, enter the relevant information into the database and send back the original of the previous passport of the bovine animals to the institution which has issued it.
[27 December 2011]

28. Using electronic notification system of the Data Centre, the following information shall be provided regarding the farming animals intended for slaughter and farming animals brought from another country for immediate slaughter:
28.1. by an owner of the slaughterhouse or an authorised person thereof:
28.1.1. regarding the quantity of farming animals applied for slaughter, the identification number and holding number thereof – within 24 hours prior to the movements of animals to the slaughterhouse. Animals brought from another country shall be applied for immediate slaughter immediately after receipt thereof at the slaughterhouse;
28.1.2. regarding the quantity of farming animals slaughtered at the slaughterhouse, the identification number thereof, date of slaughter, time of slaughter and sequence number of slaughter for each animal species – within 48 hours after slaughter of animals;
28.2. by a State authorised veterinarian of the Food and Veterinary Service at the slaughterhouse:
28.2.1. regarding the quantity of farming animals received at the slaughterhouse, the identification number thereof, holding number, the result of ante mortem inspection and decision regarding the slaughter – within 24 hours after receipt of animals; and
28.2.2. regarding the result of post-mortem veterinary expert-examination – within 48 hours after slaughter of animals.
III. Types and Means for Identification the Bovine Animals
29. Bovine animals brought in from the country other than a European Union Member State (hereinafter – third country), unless they are brought in for slaughter, and new born calves shall, within 20 days after birth and after placement of bovine animals in the holding, be identified with ear tags, fixing them in both ears. An owner or keeper shall, within seven days after identification of the animal with ear tags, inform the Data Centre regarding the birth of the animal in printed form or electronic document form submitting a statement for identification the animal (Annex 6).
[27 December 2011]

30. In order to receive an ear tag, an owner or keeper shall lodge a submission electronically or in printed form for purchase of ear tags (Annex 7) to the Data Centre or make an order by calling the phone number indicated on the web site of the Data Centre.
31. The Data Centre shall, within 14 days after receipt of the submission or order referred to in Paragraph 30 of this Regulation, issue an ear tag which complies with the requirements of Article 1(1) and (2) of Commission Regulation (EC) No 911/2004 of 29 April 2004 implementing Regulation (EC) No 1760/2000 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards eartags, passports and holding registers (hereinafter – Regulation No 911/2004).
32. An owner or keeper may use additionally also other types of identification of animals ensuring that the identifier does not disturb the mandatory type of identification, as well as does not affect the well-being and health of the animal.
33. If a bovine animal has lost one ear tag or an identification number has become illegible, an owner or keeper shall, not later than within seven days after loss of the ear tag or when the identification number has become illegible, lodge a submission for purchase of ear tags (Annex 7) electronically or in paper form to the Data Centre or make an order by calling the phone number indicated on the web site of the Data Centre.
[27 December 2011]

34. In order to renew both ear tags for a bovine animal, an owner or keeper shall, not later than within seven days after loss of ear tags, lodge a submission for purchase of ear tags (Annex 7) electronically or in paper form to the Data Centre and a written opinion of the Food and Veterinary Service regarding the identifier of the animal according to additional designation or special characteristics which attest the identity of the animal.
[27 December 2011]

35. The Data Centre shall, within 14 days after receipt of the submission or order referred to in Paragraph 33 or 34 of this Regulation, issue an ear tag which complies with the requirements of Article 1(6) of Regulation No 911/2004.
[27 December 2011]

36. The Data Centre shall issue a passport of a bovine animal if the animal is brought to another European Union Member State or if it is requested by a competent institution of a third country. An owner or keeper shall submit a submission electronically or in printed form to the Data Centre regarding the making of a passport of a bovine animal.
37. The Data Centre shall, within 14 days after receipt of the submission referred to in Paragraph 36 of this Regulation, issue a passport of a bovine animal in compliance with the requirements of Article 6(1) of Regulation No 911/2004. Expenses for the drawing up of the passport shall be covered by the owner or keeper in accordance with the pricelist of the paid services provided by the Data Centre and determined by regulatory enactments.
IV. Types and Means for Identification the Porcine Animals
38. A porcine animal shall be identified with an ear tag or tattoo prior to each movement of the animal outside the holding, retaining the previous ear tag or tattoo if the porcine animal has been already identified. An ear tag or tattoo shall indicate a registration number of the holding. The holding number indicated on the ear tag or tattoo may not bee replaced without a permit of the Data Centre.
38.1 An owner or keeper shall renew a tattoo if it has become illegible. If an ear tag has been lost, the owner or keeper shall replace it with a new one and the fact of loss shall be entered into the Register of the Holding Animals referred to in Paragraph 18 of this Regulation if the new ear tag contains another individual number of the animal.
[27 December 2011]

39. In herds where surveillance is carried out the piglets when separating them from the mother's herd for reproduction, as well as the gilts, young boars, boars and sows (hereinafter – porcine animals for breeding) shall be identified with an ear tag or tattoo. An individual number of the animal which is granted in ascending order shall be indicated on the ear tag or tattoo of the porcine animals for breeding in addition to the information referred to in Paragraph 38 of this Regulation.
40. If porcine animals are brought in (except bringing in for slaughter) from another European Union Member State, prior to their movements outside the holding they shall be identified in compliance with the requirements of this Regulation and the original identification number thereof granted in the country from which the animal has been brought in shall be retained. An owner or keeper shall enter the identification number in the Register of the Holding Animals referred to in Paragraph 18 of this Regulation.
41. If porcine animals are brought in (except bringing in for slaughter) from a third country and their examinations are carried out in compliance with regulatory enactments regarding the veterinary control to be observed when bringing the animals from third countries in Latvia, they shall, prior to the movements outside the holding and within 30 days after performance of the examinations, be identified in compliance with the requirements of this Regulation, retaining also the original identification number granted in the country from which the animal has been brought in. An owner or keeper shall enter the identification number in the Register of the Holding Animals referred to in Paragraph 18 of this Regulation.
42. If porcine animals are identified with a tattoo, it shall be affixed on the upper third of the front limb. A tattoo shall be clearly legible.
[27 December 2011]
43. When identification porcine animals and porcine animals for breeding with ear tags, double-sided, elastic, disposable plastic ear tags shall be used. An individual number of the porcine animals for breeding shall be written with a non-erasable ink or printed on the ear tag. The ear tag shall be fixed in the middle third of the left ear of the porcine animal.
[27 December 2011]

44. In order to receive an ear tag, an owner or keeper shall lodge a submission electronically or in printed form for the purchase of ear tags for the porcine animals (Annex 8) to the Data Centre or make an order by calling the phone number indicated on the web site of the Data Centre. The Data Centre shall, within 14 days after receipt of the referred to submission or order, issue ear tags.
[27 December 2011]

45. An owner or keeper shall fill in a summary of the porcine animal movements (Annex 9) each month in which the porcine animal movements in the holding are demonstrated during the relevant period of time and submit it electronically or in printed form to the Data Centre until the tenth date of the following month for the registration. If porcine animals are bred for own needs, a summary of porcine animal movements shall be submitted electronically or in printed form to the Data Centre within a month after placement of the porcine animals in the holding for the first time and hereinafter for each previous half-year within a month following 1 January and 1 July.
46. Upon the request an owner or keeper shall present documents regarding the porcine animals which have been in his or her ownership, the origin and identification thereof, as well as, if necessary, the destination of movements where they are transported, sold or slaughtered to the Food and Veterinary Service.
47. An owner, when moving porcine animals present in his or her herd from one holding to another holding or to a slaughterhouse owned by him or her, shall not mark them if the traceability of the animals is ensured and a permit of the Food and Veterinary Service has been received.
V. Types and Means for Identification the Ovine and Caprine Animals
48. Newborn lambs and kids, and ovine and caprine animals brought in from a third country (unless animals are brought in for slaughter) shall, within 20 days from the day of the birth of lambs and kids, and the placement of the ovine and caprine animal in the holding, be identified with ear tags fixing them in both ears.
49. In order to receive an ear tag with an identification number, an owner or keeper shall lodge a submission electronically or in printed form for the purchase of ear tags (Annex 7) to the Data Centre or make an order by calling the phone number indicated on the web site of the Data Centre.
50. The Data Centre shall, within 14 days after receipt of the submission or order referred to in Paragraph 49 of this Regulation, issue an ear tag which complies with the requirements of Section A, Paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 of Annex to Regulation No 21/2004. 

[27 December 2011]
51. If an ovine or caprine animal has lost one or both ear tags with an identification number or the identification number has become illegible, an owner or keeper shall, not later than within seven days after loss of the ear tag or when the identification number has become illegible, lodge a submission electronically or in printed form for the purchase of ear tags (Annex 7) to the Data Centre or make an order by calling the phone number indicated on the web site of the Data Centre. 
[27 December 2011]

52. The Data Centre shall, within 14 days after receipt of the submission or order referred to in Paragraph 51 of this Regulation, issue an ear tag which complies with the requirements of Article 4(6) of Regulation No 21/2004.
[27 December 2011]

53. An owner or keeper may use additionally also other types of identification of animals ensuring that the identifier does not disturb the mandatory type of identification, as well as does not affect the well-being and health of the animal.
54. If an ovine or caprine animal is brought to another European Union Member State, the animal shall be identified with an electronic identification means, fixing an electronic ear tag in the left ear thereof.
55. The Data Centre shall ensure an owner or keeper with the identification means in compliance with the requirements of Section A of Annex to Regulation No 21/2004.
VI. Types and Means for Identification the Equine Animals 
56. A foal and equine animal shall be identified with an electronic identifier for equine animals (transponder) (hereinafter – transponder) in compliance with the requirements of Article 12(1), (2) and (3) of Regulation No 504/2008 or another alternative method which ensures the information identical with the alphanumeric code encoded in a transponder. A foal shall be identified until the age of six months.
57. Evaluation expert of equine animals or practising veterinarian shall mark the equine animal during the identification, implanting a transponder in compliance with the requirements of Article 11(1) and (2) of Regulation No 504/2008 and complete a registration card for the equine animal (Annex 10) in two copies. The registration card for the equine animal shall be submitted electronically or in printed form to the Data Centre within seven days after identification.
[27 December 2011]

58. An identification number of the equine animal shall be created in compliance with the requirements of Article 2(2)(d) of Regulation No 504/2008. The identification number of the equine animal shall be granted and identification document (hereinafter – a passport of an equine animal) shall be issued by the Data Centre to an owner or keeper within 14 days after receipt of the registration card for the equine animal (Annex 10) and individual record card. The passport of the equine animal shall be drawn up in compliance with the requirements of Article 5(1), (2) and (4) of Regulation No 504/2008.
[27 December 2011]
59. In order to receive a transponder, an owner or keeper shall lodge a submission electronically or in printed form for the purchase of an electronic identifier (a transponder) for equine animals (Annex 11) to the Data Centre or make an order by calling the phone number indicated on the web site of the Data Centre. The Data Centre shall, within 14 days after receipt of the referred to submission or order, issue a transponder.
[27 December 2011]
60. If the owner of an equine animal changes, the previous owner shall transfer the passport of the equine animal to the new owner and confirm it with a signature in the passport of the equine animal. Equine animals shall be moved and transported in compliance with the requirements of Article 13 of Regulation No 504/2008 and Paragraphs 24 and 25 of this Regulation.
61. If an equine animal is dead, the owner or keeper shall enter the date of death in the passport of the equine animal and a practising veterinarian shall confirm it. The keeper shall, within seven days after death of the equine animal, submit the passport of the equine animal to the Data Centre.
[27 December 2011]

62. If the owner or keeper transfers an equine animal to a slaughterhouse, he or she shall transfer the passport of the equine animal to the owner of the slaughterhouse or an authorised person thereof who shall enter the date of slaughter (confirm it with a seal of the slaughterhouse) in the passport of the equine animal and within seven days after slaughter of the equine animal shall submit the passport of the equine animal to the Data Centre.
[27 December 2011]

63. If the passport of an equine animal is lost, the Data Centre shall, within 14 days after receipt of the submission of the owner or keeper, issue a duplicate in compliance with the requirements of Article 16(1) of Regulation No 504/2008.
[27 December 2011]

64. The Data Centre shall ensure the performance of the duties referred to in Article 4 (5), the third indent of Article 5(6), Article 7(2), the first indent of Article 12(4), Article 22, Article 23(2) and (3) and the first and third indent of (4) and the second indent of Article 24 of Regulation No 504/2008.
VII. Types and Means for Identification the Wild Animals
65. Prior to each movement from one holding to another holding and to slaughterhouse animals of wild species shall be identified with an ear tag, fixing it in one ear.
66. An ear tag shall indicate a registration number of the holding. It shall be clearly legible and identifiable, not disturb the well-being and harm health of the wild animal.
67. In order to receive ear tags, an owner or keeper shall lodge a submission electronically or in printed form for the purchase of ear tags (Annex 7) to the Data Centre or make an order by calling the phone number specified on a web site of the Data Centre. The Data Centre shall, within 14 days after receipt of the referred to submission or order, issue ear tags.
[27 December 2011]

VIII. Closing Provisions
68. If a farming animal is identified prior to the day of coming into force of this Regulation, identifiers are valid all the lifetime of the farming animal.
69. Until 31 December 2011 an artificial inseminator shall submit a registration sheet for insemination of animals referred to in Paragraph 22 of this Regulation in printed form.
Informative Reference to the European Union Directives

This Regulation contains legal norms arising from:
1) Council Directive 2008/71/EC of 15 July 2008 on the identification and registration of pigs;
2) Council Directive 90/427/EEC of 26 June 1990 on the zootechnical and genealogical conditions governing intra-Community trade in equidae;

3) Council Directive 64/432/EEC of 26 June 1964 on animal health problems affecting intra-Community trade in bovine animals and swine; and

4) Council Directive 97/12/EC of 17 March 1997 amending and updating Directive 64/432/EEC on health problems affecting intra-Community trade in bovine animals and swine.
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