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Regulations Regarding the State General Secondary Education Standard and General Secondary Education Subject Standards

Issued pursuant to Section 14, Clause 19 of the Education Law and

Section 4, Clause 11 of the General Education Law

I. General Provision

1. This Regulation prescribes: 

1.1. the State general secondary education standard – the main objectives and tasks of general secondary education programmes, the mandatory content of general secondary education, the basic principles and procedures for the evaluation of general secondary education acquired by students; 

1.2. general secondary education subject standards – the main objectives and tasks of subjects, the mandatory content of subjects, the basic requirements regarding the acquisition of subjects and the forms and methodological techniques for evaluating educational achievements.

II. Main Objectives and Tasks of General Secondary Education Programmes

2. The main objectives of general secondary education programmes (hereinafter – education programmes) shall be the following: 

2.1. to ensure a student with the knowledge and skills necessary for personal growth and development, civil participation, employment, social integration and continuation of education; 
2.2. to promote the improvement of a student as a mentally, emotionally and physically developed individuality and to develop habits of healthy lifestyle; 
2.3. to promote a socially active attitude of the student, retaining and developing his or her language, ethnical and cultural particularity, as well as to improve understanding regarding the basic principles of human rights included in the Constitution of the Republic of Latvia and other regulatory enactments; and 
2.4. to develop the skill of the student to learn and improve independently, to motivate him or her for lifelong learning and an informed career.

3. In order to ensure a student with the knowledge and skills necessary for personal growth and development, civil participation, employment, social integration and continuation of education, the main tasks shall be the following: 

3.1. to provide the relevant knowledge, to develop the abilities and skills of the student in the selected general secondary education direction;

3.2. to create understanding regarding the processes occurring in the society and a desire to involve jointly responsibly in the development of sustainable society; 
3.3. to promote the development of creative and intellectual abilities; 
3.4. to improve the skills of use of modern information and communication technologies; and 
3.5. to promote the competitiveness of the student in the acquisition of further education.

4. In order to facilitate the improvement of a student as a mentally, emotionally and physically developed individuality and to develop habits of healthy lifestyle, the main tasks shall be the following: 

4.1. to improve understanding regarding healthy lifestyle, to be aware of the necessity to take care of his or her physical development, health and safety; 
4.2. to promote getting acquainted with different cultures, awareness of cultural values and national identity; and 
4.3. to promote the development of emotional and creative abilities by improving experience of creative activity.

5. In order to promote a socially active attitude of the student by retaining and developing his or her language, ethnical and cultural particularity, as well as to improve understanding regarding the basic principles of human rights included in the Constitution of the Republic of Latvia and other regulatory enactments, the main tasks shall be the following: 

5.1. to deepen the understanding regarding the role of the Latvian language in the multicultural society; 
5.2. to improve the competences of the Latvian language, minority language (in minority education programmes) and foreign languages as means for mental, intellectual development and self-realisation of an individuality in multicultural society; 
5.3. to improve understanding regarding cultural diversity in the context of cultural values of Latvia and the world; 
5.4. to promote personal interest and understanding regarding his or her place in the society, culture heritage of Latvia and the world, responsible joining in creation of the culture environment on the basis of democracy principles and human values; and 
5.5. to improve understanding regarding socio-economic regularities of society formation and diversity of the structure thereof.

6. In order to develop the skill of a student to learn and improve independently, to motivate him or her for lifelong learning and an informed career, the main tasks shall be the following: 

6.1. to improve the skills of practical and independent work; 
6.2. to use appropriate and varied learning techniques and technologies in educational work, to be aware of his or her creative potential; and 
6.3. to create a motivation for the selection of a career.

7. Not less than five subjects shall be acquired in the Latvian language in minority education programmes in each school year. This number shall not include the Latvian language and literature.

8. The acquisition of educational content in the minority language may be ensured up to two fifths of the total study load in a school year.

III. Mandatory Content of General Secondary Education Programmes

9. The content of education programmes shall include the following fields of education which are formed by the relevant subjects: 

9.1. the field of languages: 

9.1.1. the Latvian language;

9.1.2. foreign languages;

9.1.3. a minority language and literature;

9.2. the field of mathematics and computing: 

9.2.1. mathematics;

9.2.2. information sciences;

9.2.3. programming basics; 
9.2.4. technical graphics; 
9.3. the field of sports and health: 

9.3.1. sport;

9.3.2. health studies; 
9.4. the field of natural sciences; 

9.4.1. physics;

9.4.2. chemistry;

9.4.3. biology;

9.4.4. natural sciences;

9.5. the field of social sciences: 

9.5.1. history of Latvia and the world; 
9.5.2. economics; 
9.5.3. philosophy;

9.5.4. geography;

9.5.5. psychology;

9.5.6. politics and law;

9.5.7. household; 
9.5.8. ethics;

9.5.9. culturology; 
9.6. the field of art: 

9.6.1. literature;

9.6.2. music;

9.6.3. visual arts.

10. The mandatory content of education programmes shall comprise: 

10.1. in the general education direction: 

10.1.1. for students with the Latvian language of instruction: 

10.1.1.1. the Latvian language;

10.1.1.2. a first foreign language;

10.1.1.3. a second foreign language;

10.1.1.4. mathematics;

10.1.1.5. information sciences;

10.1.1.6. sport;

10.1.1.7. history of Latvia and the world; 
10.1.1.8. at least three of the subjects referred to in Sub-paragraphs 9.3.2, 9.5.2, 9.5.3, 9.5.4, 9.5.5, 9.5.6, 9.5.7, 9.5.8 and 9.5.9 of this Regulation; 
10.1.1.9. physics;

10.1.1.10. chemistry;

10.1.1.11. biology;

10.1.1.12. literature;

10.1.1.13. music or visual arts; 
10.1.2. for students who pursue a minority education programme: 

10.1.2.1. the Latvian language;

10.1.2.2. a minority language and literature;

10.1.2.3. a first foreign language;

10.1.2.4. mathematics;

10.1.2.5. information sciences;

10.1.2.6. sport;

10.1.2.7. history of Latvia and the world; 
10.1.2.8. at least three of the subjects referred to in Sub-paragraphs 9.3.2, 9.5.2, 9.5.3, 9.5.4, 9.5.5, 9.5.6, 9.5.7, 9.5.8 and 9.5.9 of this Regulation; 
10.1.2.9. physics;

10.1.2.10. chemistry;

10.1.2.11. biology;

10.1.2.12. literature;

10.1.2.13. music or visual arts; 
10.2. in the humanitarian and social direction: 

10.2.1. for students with the Latvian language of instruction: 

10.2.1.1. the Latvian language;

10.2.1.2. a first foreign language;

10.2.1.3. a second foreign language;

10.2.1.4. a third foreign language; 
10.2.1.5. mathematics;

10.2.1.6. information sciences;

10.2.1.7. sport;

10.2.1.8. history of Latvia and the world; 
10.2.1.9. at least three of the subjects referred to in Sub-paragraphs 9.3.2, 9.5.2, 9.5.3, 9.5.4, 9.5.5, 9.5.6, 9.5.7, 9.5.8 and 9.5.9 of this Regulation; 
10.2.1.10. natural sciences;

10.2.1.11. literature;

10.2.1.12. music;

10.2.1.13. visual arts;

10.2.2. for students who pursue minority education programmes: 

10.2.2.1. the Latvian language;

10.2.2.2. a minority language and literature;

10.2.2.3. a first foreign language;

10.2.2.4. a second foreign language;

10.2.2.5. mathematics;

10.2.2.6. information sciences;

10.2.2.7. sport;

10.2.2.8. history of Latvia and the world; 
10.2.2.9. at least three of the subjects referred to in Sub-paragraphs 9.3.2, 9.5.2, 9.5.3, 9.5.4, 9.5.5, 9.5.6, 9.5.7, 9.5.8 and 9.5.9 of this Regulation; 
10.2.2.10. natural sciences;

10.2.2.11. literature;

10.2.2.12. music;

10.2.2.13. visual arts;

10.3. in the direction of mathematics, natural sciences and technics: 

10.3.1. for students with the Latvian language of instruction: 

10.3.1.1. the Latvian language;

10.3.1.2. a first foreign language;

10.3.1.3. a second foreign language;

10.3.1.4. mathematics;

10.3.1.5. information sciences;

10.3.1.6. sport;

10.3.1.7. history of Latvia and the world; 
10.3.1.8. at least two of the subjects referred to in Sub-paragraphs 9.3.2, 9.5.2, 9.5.3, 9.5.4, 9.5.5, 9.5.6, 9.5.7, 9.5.8 and 9.5.9 of this Regulation; 
10.3.1.9. physics;

10.3.1.10. chemistry;

10.3.1.11. biology;

10.3.1.12. literature;

10.3.1.13. music or visual arts; 
10.3.2. for students who pursue a minority education programme: 

10.3.2.1. the Latvian language;

10.3.2.2. a minority language and literature;

10.3.2.3. a first foreign language;

10.3.2.4. mathematics;

10.3.2.5. information sciences;

10.3.2.6. sport;

10.3.2.7. history of Latvia and the world; 
10.3.2.8. at least two of the subjects referred to in Sub-paragraphs 9.3.2, 9.5.2, 9.5.3, 9.5.4, 9.5.5, 9.5.6, 9.5.7, 9.5.8 and 9.5.9 of this Regulation; 
10.3.2.9. physics;

10.3.2.10. chemistry;

10.3.2.11. biology;

10.3.2.12. literature;

10.3.2.13. music or visual arts; 
10.4. in the vocational direction: 

10.4.1. for students with the Latvian language of instruction: 

10.4.1.1. the Latvian language;

10.4.1.2. a first foreign language;

10.4.1.3. a second foreign language;

10.4.1.4. mathematics;

10.4.1.5. information sciences;

10.4.1.6. sport;

10.4.1.7. history of Latvia and the world; 
10.4.1.8. at least two of the subjects referred to in Sub-paragraphs 9.3.2, 9.5.2, 9.5.3, 9.5.4, 9.5.5, 9.5.6, 9.5.7, 9.5.8 and 9.5.9 of this Regulation; 
10.4.1.9. natural sciences;

10.4.1.10. literature;

10.4.1.11. music or visual arts; 
10.4.2. for students who pursue a minority education programme: 

10.4.2.1. the Latvian language;

10.4.2.2. a minority language and literature;

10.4.2.3. a first foreign language;

10.4.2.4. mathematics;

10.4.2.5. information sciences;

10.4.2.6. sport;

10.4.2.7. history of Latvia and the world; 
10.4.2.8. at least two of the subjects referred to in Sub-paragraphs 9.3.2, 9.5.2, 9.5.3, 9.5.4, 9.5.5, 9.5.6, 9.5.7, 9.5.8 and 9.5.9 of this Regulation; 
10.4.2.9. natural sciences;

10.4.2.10. literature;

10.4.2.11. music or visual arts; 
10.4.3. subjects with practical direction shall be included in a programme of the vocational direction of the educational institutions.

11. The subjects referred to in Sub-paragraphs 10.1.1.3, 10.1.1.6, 10.1.2.6, 10.2.1.4, 10.2.1.7, 10.2.2.4, 10.2.2.7, 10.3.1.3, 10.3.1.6, 10.3.2.6, 10.4.1.3, 10.4.1.6 and 10.4.2.6 of this Regulation need not be included in the evening (shift) and extramural education programmes (for youth and adults) in compliance with the direction of education programmes selected by the educational institution.
12. The subjects referred to in Sub-paragraphs 10.1.1, 10.1.2, 10.2.1, 10.2.2, 10.3.1, 10.3.2, 10.4.1 or 10.4.2 of this Regulation shall form the content of general secondary education catch-up programme in compliance with the direction of education programmes selected by the educational institution.
13. The subjects referred to in Paragraph 9 of this Regulation may be included in the education programme of the educational institution, which extend the education fields characteristic to the direction of education programme, as well as amateur art activity classes.
14. An educational institution may include the subjects not referred in Paragraph 9 of this Regulation in the educational programme, not exceeding the load and number of lessons per day specified in the General Education Law for education programmes. Educational institutions shall develop such subject standards independently and co-ordinate with the National Centre for Education.
[25 June 2009]
15. The content of education programmes shall be determined by the following subject standards: 

15.1. The Latvian Language. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 1); 
15.2. Foreign Language. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 2); 
15.3. Minority Language and Literature (in minority education programmes) (Annex 3);

15.4. Mathematics. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 4); 
15.5. Information Sciences. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 5); 
15.6. Programming Basics. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 6); 
15.7. Technical Graphics. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 7); 
15.8. Sport. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 8); 
15.9. Health Studies. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 9); 
15.10. Physics. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 10); 
15.11. Chemistry. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 11); 
15.12. Biology. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 12); 
15.13. Natural Sciences. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 13); 
15.14. History of Latvia and the World. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 14); 
15.15. Economics. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 15); 
15.16. Philosophy. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 16); 
15.17. Geography. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 17); 
15.18. Psychology. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 18); 
15.19. Politics and Law. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 19); 
15.20. Household. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 20); 
15.21. Ethics. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 21); 
15.22. Culturology. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 22); 
15.23. Literature. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 23); 
15.24. Music. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 24); 
15.25. Visual Arts. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 25).
IV. Basic Principles and Procedures for the Evaluation of 
General Secondary Education Acquired by Students

16. The basic principles for the evaluation of general secondary education acquired by students shall be the following: 

16.1. the principle of openness and clarity of requirements – the mandatory content of the subject and requirements for achievements by the student shall be specified in the subject standards;

16.2. the principle of aggregation of achievements – the general secondary education acquired shall be evaluated, aggregating achievements for the acquisition of mandatory educational content; 
16.3. the principle of appropriateness of the evaluation – in the final examination an opportunity shall be given to attest one’s knowledge, skills and attitudes in tasks, questions, examples and situations appropriate for all cognitive levels. The organisation of the examination shall ensure adequate and objective evaluation;

16.4. the principle of diversity of types used for the specification of the evaluation – written, practical, oral and combined examinations, evaluation of individual and group achievements and various examinations shall be used in the evaluation of educational achievements; 
16.5. the principle of regularity of evaluation – educational achievements shall be evaluated on a regular basis in order to ascertain the knowledge, skills, attitudes acquired by a student and improve further process of education; and

16.6. the principle of mandatory evaluation – it is necessary to obtain an evaluation in all subjects of an educational programme and in State examinations, except those subjects and State examinations, from which a student has been released.

17. The State examinations regarding acquisition of the general secondary education shall be not less than four: 

17.1. a centralised examination in the Latvian language; 
17.2. a centralised examination in one foreign language according to the choice of a student; 
17.3. a centralised examination in mathematics;

17.4. at least one examination according to the choice of a student which complies with one of the following conditions: 

17.4.1. in a subject in which the examination (except those referred to in Sub-paragraphs 17.1, 17.2 and 17.3 of this Regulation) is organised by the National Centre for Education; 
17.4.2. in a subject, the amount of which in an education programme is not less than 105 teaching hours and in which the examination is organised by an education specialist of the local government, education administration institution or educational institution.
[24 November 2009]
18. The organiser of the evaluation of general secondary education acquired by a student and the evaluator shall be: 

18.1. a teacher;

18.2. administration of the educational institution; 
18.3. the National Centre for Education
[25 June 2009]
19. The content of materials of State examinations shall be in the Latvian language (except examinations of foreign languages and examination in a minority language and literature).
20. The National Centre for Education may consider the results of examinations organised by other institutions as equivalent to the levels of centralised examinations, if there is an agreement with an institution which is the implementer of the particular examination. The algorithm for comparison shall be determined by an expert opinion that the programme and the content of examination to be considered equivalent complies with the requirements specified in the general secondary education standard in the particular subject.
[25 June 2009]

V. Forms and Methodological Techniques for 
Evaluating Educational Achievements

21. Achievements of a student shall be evaluated in compliance with the basic principles and procedures for the evaluation of the State general secondary education acquired.

22. Evaluation of educational achievements may be organised in oral, written, practical or combined form.

23. Evaluation shall be an integrative component of the educational process for the determination of knowledge, skills, attitudes, as well as improvement of educational process.

24. The types for evaluating educational achievements shall be the following: 

24.1. introductory evaluation at the beginning of the educational process before the acquisition of the theme or subject, determining the level of the acquired knowledge and the acquisition of skills of the students in order to take a decision regarding further educational process; 
24.2. current evaluation, determining achievements of the students in order to improve them during the educational process, to co-ordinate the course of the educational process, the mutual compliance of the educational objective and educational methods used, to facilitate self-evaluation skills and responsibility of the students; and 
24.3. final evaluation, determining the level of acquisition of the knowledge and skills of students at the end of the theme or logical part of the theme, semester, school year, course or education level.

25. Varied methodological techniques shall be used in evaluating educational achievements in compliance with the educational methods used in the educational process: 

25.1. in the introductory evaluation – observation, conversation, questionnaire, solving of exercises or similar methodological technique; 
25.2. in the current evaluation – observation, conversation, questionnaire, solving of exercises, work with a text, laboratory work, experiment, presentation, visualisation, individual or group project, essay, report, discussion, portfolio, home work or similar methodological technique; and 
25.3. in the final evaluation – a written or combined examination, laboratory work, research work, composition, individual or group project, portfolio, test, examination or similar methodological technique.

[24 November 2009]
26. The achievements of a student shall be evaluated according to the scale of 10 points (Annex 26).

27. In centralised examinations achievements of students shall be evaluated in levels A, B, C, D, E, F (where A – the highest level, F – the lowest level) (Annex 27).  The evaluation obtained shall be entered in the general secondary education certificate, specifying the total percentage evaluation and percentage evaluation for each part of the examination.

[24 November 2009]
28. The types, forms, methodological techniques for evaluating educational achievements, the amount, number, performance time and evaluation criteria of examinations shall be determined by the performer of the evaluation of educational achievements in accordance with the procedures specified in this Regulation, taking into account the content of the relevant subject and the education programme implemented in the educational institution.

28.1 Evaluation in a subject per year shall be determined: 

28.1 1. taking into account the evaluation of the first and second semester, as well as the evaluation of the final examination; and 
28.1 2. for an external student, taking into account evaluations of the examinations passed.

[24 November 2009]

VI. Closing Provisions

29. In the 2008/2009 school year in all general secondary education Grades, in the 2009/2010 school year in Grades 11 and 12 and in the 2010/2011 school year in Grades 12 the general secondary education programmes in the relevant subjects shall be implemented in compliance with Annex 28 to this Regulation.

30. The State examinations regarding the acquisition of general secondary education in the 2009/2010 school year and the 2010/2011 school year are specified in Annex 29 to this Regulation.
[24 November 2009]
31. In the 2008/2009 school year in all general secondary education Grades, in the 2009/2010 school year in Grades 11 and 12 and in the 2010/2011 school year in Grade 12 the following subject standards shall determine the content of general secondary education programmes: 

31.1. in the Latvian language and literature: 

31.1.1. The Latvian Language. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 30); 
31.1.2. Literature. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 31); 
31.2. in the Latvian language and literature (in minority education programmes) – The Latvian Language and Literature (in minority education programmes). General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 32); 
31.3. in the minority language and literature (in the minority education programmes): 

31.3.1. Minority Language. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 33); 
31.3.2. Minority Literature. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 34); 
31.4. Health Studies. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 35); 
31.5. Information Sciences. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 36); 
31.6. Music. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 37); 
31.7. Cultural History. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 38); 
31.8. Logic. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 39); 
31.9. History of Religions. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 40); 
31.10. Programming Basics. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 41); 
31.11. Astronomy. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 42); 
31.12. Art History. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 43); 
31.13. Visual Arts. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 44); 
31.14. Commercial Science. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 45); 
31.15. History. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 46); 
31.16. Economic Basis of Business. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 47); 
31.17. Philosophy. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 48); 
31.18. Geography. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 49); 
31.19. Psychology. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 50); 
31.20. Politics and Law. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 51); 
31.21. Household. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 52); 
31.22. Ethics. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 53); and 
31.23. Technical Graphics. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 54).
32. In the 2008/2009 school year in Grades 11 and 12 and in the 2009/2010 school year in Grades 12 the following subject standards shall determine the content of general secondary education programmes: 

32.1. Foreign Language. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 55);  
32.2. Sport. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 56); 
32.3. Mathematics. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 57); 
32.4. Physics. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 58); 
32.5. Chemistry. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 59); 
32.6. Biology. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 60); and 
32.7. Natural Sciences. General Secondary Education Subject Standard (Annex 61).
33. Cabinet Regulation No 544 of 7 August 2007, Regulations Regarding the State General Secondary Education Standard and General Secondary Education Subject Standards (Latvijas Vēstnesis, 2007, No.138), is repealed.
34. This Regulation shall be applicable from 1 September 2008.

Prime Minister 




I. Godmanis

Minister for Education and Science 


T. Koķe
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