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Cabinet
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Instruction Regarding Actions of Responsible Institutions in the Event of Finding a Substance or Object of Unknown Origin if It is Suspected that It Contains Explosive, Radioactive, Dangerous Chemical or Biological Substances, as well as if Indications of Terrorist Attack are Detected
Update – L.V., 3 April 2008, No. 154.

 

Issued pursuant to

Section 72, Paragraph one, Clause 2

of the State Administration Structure Law

 

I. General Provisions

 
1. The Instruction prescribes the actions of the State Police, as well as the State Fire-fighting and Rescue Service, the Centre of Emergency and Disaster Medicine, the Emergency Medical Care Service, the Radiation Safety Centre, the State Environmental Service, the Food and Veterinary Service, the Security Police, the State Hazardous Waste Management Agency and the Public Health Agency (hereinafter – responsible institutions) if information (including anonymous) is received regarding:

1.1. a found substance or object of unknown origin;

1.2. an unopened postal consignment (letter, printed matter, small package, package) that rouses suspicions regarding the presence of a substance or object of unknown origin therein;

1.3. a damaged (wherewith partly opened) postal consignment, in which a substance or object of unknown origin is detected;

1.4. a postal consignment that is radioactive and the background thereof exceeds that which is permissible (if this fact is established by an apparatus measuring the radioactive dose rate); and

1.5. facts indicating towards the use of a substance or object of unknown origin for the execution of a terrorist attack.

 

2. Within the meaning of this Instruction a substance or object of unknown origin is:

2.1. an unidentified substance in any physical state thereof (for example, solid, powder, solution, gas), the origin of which is not known;

2.2. an object that contains the substance referred to in Sub-paragraph 2.1 of this Instruction or an object from which the referred to substance falls, scatters, spills, leaks or has fallen, scattered, spilled or leaked; or 

2.3. an object that contains radioactive, dangerous chemical or biological substances together with explosive substances and devices that are intended for the dispersion of such substances. 

 

II. Actions if a Substance or Object of Unknown Origin is Found

 

3. In the cases referred to in Paragraph 1 of this Instruction information shall be handed over to the State Police. 

 

4. If information is received by the single emergency telephone line “112”, the official of the Central Communication Point of the State Fire-fighting and Rescue Service or the official of a territorial unit who receives the call shall immediately transfer this information to an official of the Operational Management Unit of the State Police or an official of the Operational Management Unit of the State Police Territorial Police Division.

 

5. Upon receipt of information regarding a substance or object of unknown origin, the State Police shall, without delay:

5.1. hand this information over to the Security Police; and

5.2. arrive at the place of an incident. 

 

6. At the place of an incident the responsible official assigned by the State Police shall manage proceedings in order to eliminate or reduce the threat to the lives and health of people, damage to the property and the environment, as well as coordinate the cooperation of the responsible institutions.

 

7. If a substance or object of unknown origin is found in an object in the possession of the Ministry of Defence, the duties of the responsible official of the State Police in the place of an incident provided for in this Instruction shall be fulfilled by the responsible official of the National Armed Forces.

 

8. If it is suspected that a criminal offence has occurred and the State Police initiates criminal proceedings, the responsible official of the State Police shall work in cooperation with the performer of procedures.

 

9. If it is established at the place of an incident that people have been injured, signs of damage to the health thereof have appeared or it is suspected that a substance or object of unknown origin has caused injury to the health of persons who have come into contact with it, the responsible official of the State Police shall, without delay:

9.1. call the emergency medical care team; and 

9.2. notify the Centre of Emergency and Disaster Medicine regarding the incident.

 

10. If information regarding victims is received by telephone, an official of the Central Communication Point of the State Fire-fighting and Rescue Service or an official of the Operational Management Unit of the State Police, or an official of the Operational Management Unit of the State Police Territorial Police Division shall, without delay, call the emergency medical care team, as well as notify the Centre of Emergency and Disaster Medicine regarding the incident.

 

11. If during inspection of the place of an incident it is suspected that a substance or object of unknown origin causes a threat to the life and health of people, damage to the property and the environment or a substance or object of unknown origin could be radioactive, an explosive device is within the substance or object, or a substance or object of unknown origin could contain dangerous chemical or biological substances, the responsible official of the State Police shall call the following responsible institutions to the place of the incident:

11.1. the Radiation Safety Centre in order to investigate whether the substance or object of unknown origin is radioactive and its background exceeds the norm allowed;

11.2. the anti-terrorism unit “Omega” of the Investigation Support Department of the Central Criminal Police Department of the State Police (hereinafter – anti-terrorism unit “Omega”) in order to investigate whether an explosive device is contained within a substance or object of unknown origin;

11.3. the State Fire-fighting and Rescue Service and the State Environmental Service in order to investigate whether a substance or object of unknown origin is chemically dangerous; or

11.4. the Food and Veterinary Service in order to investigate whether or not a substance or object of unknown origin contains dangerous biological agents.

 

12. Investigations of the chemical, biological or explosion hazard of substances or objects of unknown origin shall only be performed if it has been ascertained in investigations conducted and documentarily confirmed by responsible institutions that the specified substance or object is not radioactive and its background does not exceed the level of natural gamma radiation background by 50 per cent, as well as they are not explosive. 

 

13. If information referred to in Sub-paragraphs 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 and 1.5 of this Instruction is received from a provider of postal services, the responsible official of the State Police shall establish the following: 

13.1. the delivery person of the postal consignment (the given name, surname, address of the declared place of residence);

13.2. the declared content of the consignment; and 

13.3. the addressee of the postal consignment (the given name, surname, address of the declared place of residence).

 

14. If necessary, the State Police shall ensure that the vehicles of responsible institutions, with which a substance or object of unknown origin is transported, are escorted under the supervision of security guards. 

 

15. If necessary, the State Fire-fighting and Rescue Service shall decontaminate the specialists of the involved institutions and the people present in the dangerous zone, who have been in contact with a substance or object of unknown origin, from contamination at the place of an incident.

 

III. Investigation of Ionising Radiation of a Substance or 
Object of Unknown Origin and Actions if the Substance or Object is Radioactive

 

16. Upon arrival at the place of an incident, the specialists of the Radiation Safety Centre shall investigate the ionising radiation of a substance or object of unknown origin and inform the responsible official of the State Police regarding the investigation results. 

 

17. If it is detected during investigation that a substance or object of unknown origin is radioactive and its background exceeds the natural background level of gamma radiation by 50 per cent or if neutron radiation is detected, the specialists of the Radiation Safety Centre shall perform the following activities: 

17.1. organise the transportation of the substance or object of unknown origin to a radiometry or radiochemistry laboratory;

17.2. ensure the risk assessment;

17.3. organise the elimination of the consequences of radioactive contamination; and

17.4. prepare a statement regarding the results of investigation of the substance or object of unknown origin.

 

18. The specialists of the Radiation Safety Centre shall inform the people who have had a contact with sources of ionising radiation regarding the necessity to perform medical observation thereof. 

 

IV. Investigation of Explosiveness of a Substance or 
Object of Unknown Origin and Neutralisation Thereof if It is Explosive

 

19. Upon arrival at the place of an incident, the anti-terrorism unit “Omega” shall investigate the explosiveness of a substance or object of unknown origin and inform the responsible official of the State Police regarding the investigation results. 

 

20. If it is detected during investigation that an explosive device is contained within a substance or object of unknown origin, the anti-terrorism unit “Omega” shall ensure the neutralisation of the substance or object of unknown origin, if necessary, delivering the substance or object to a place that is secure for neutralisation thereof.

 

21. An official of the anti-terrorism unit “Omega” shall draw up a deed regarding the results of investigation of a substance or object of unknown origin. 

V. Investigation of Chemical Hazard of a Substance or Object of Unknown Origin and Actions if the Substance or Object is Chemically Hazardous

 

22. Upon arrival at the place of an incident, inspectors of a territorial unit of the State Fire-fighting and Rescue Service and of a territorial unit of the State Environmental Service shall investigate the chemical hazard of a substance or object of unknown origin and inform the responsible official of the State Police regarding the investigation results. 

 

23. If it is detected during investigation that a substance of unknown origin is chemically hazardous, the inspectors of a territorial unit of the State Fire-fighting and Rescue Service shall perform the following activities:

23.1. organise the collection of the substance or object of unknown origin; and

23.2. organise measures for the removal of contamination.

 

24. If during investigation it is detected that a substance of unknown origin is chemically hazardous and causes or may cause harm to the environment, the inspectors of the State Environmental Service shall organise the following: 

24.1. the collection of the substance or object of unknown origin; and

24.2. emergency or rehabilitation measures. 

 

25. Following the identification and packaging of a substance or object of unknown origin, the responsible official of the State Police shall call the employees of the State Hazardous Waste Management Agency to the place of an incident without delay.

 

26. Employees of the State Hazardous Waste Management Agency shall, without delay, deliver a substance or object of unknown origin for storage at the State Hazardous Waste Management Agency.

 

VI. Actions if There are Suspicions Regarding Presence of Biological Agent in a Substance or Object of Unknown Origin

 

27. If there are suspicions regarding the presence of a biological agent in a substance or object found, the specialists of the National Diagnostic Centre of the Food and Veterinary Service shall perform the following activities:

27.1. inspect the place of an incident and the substance or object of unknown origin; and

27.2. collect the substance or object of unknown origin and place it into a special container.

 

28. Specialists of the National Diagnostic Centre of the Food and Veterinary Service shall organise the laboratory investigation of a substance or object (sample) of unknown origin and the identification of the potentially dangerous agent thereof.

 

29. If a substance has entered the environment and it is suspected that it contains a biological agent, the responsible official of the State Police shall inform the Public Health Agency without delay.

 

30. If there are professionally justified suspicions regarding the presence of a biological agent in the environment, the specialists of the Public Health Agency shall organise the following anti-epidemic measures:

30.1. perform epidemiological investigations, compile information regarding people who have been in contact with the substance or object of unknown origin and provide recommendations regarding preventive measures; and

30.2. disinfect premises and objects.

 

31. Premises and objects shall be disinfected after receipt of the results of laboratory investigation of a sample, if it is possible to demarcate the premises and objects, as well as prevent the contact of people and animals with the potentially contaminated environment. 

 

32. The team of the Emergency Medical Care or the Centre of Emergency and Disaster Medicine shall:

32.1. provide emergency medical care to victims after decontamination of the contamination thereof and their being taken outside the dangerous zone; and

32.2. take the victims to a medical treatment institution for the provision of emergency medical care.

 

33. Upon receipt of a reply confirmed by laboratory regarding the presence of a biological agent in a substance or object (sample) a specialist of the National Diagnostic Centre of the Food and Veterinary Service shall, without delay, inform the State Police, the Security Police, the Food and Veterinary Service and the Public Health Agency thereof. 

 

VII. Actions if Indications of Terrorist Attack Utilising Explosive, Radioactive, Dangerous Chemical or Biological Substances are Detected

 

34. If, following the initially performed investigation at the place of an incident, substantiated suspicions arise regarding a potential terrorist attack or one that has already occurred, in which an explosive object or radioactive, dangerous chemical or biological substances have been utilised, the responsible official of the State Police shall, without delay, inform the Security Police thereof.

 

35. Upon receipt of the information referred to in Paragraph 34 of this Instruction from the State Police, the Security Police shall perform the following activities:

35.1. go to the place of the incident;

35.2. take over the duties of the responsible official of the State Police;

35.3. lead anti-terrorism measures and coordinate the institutions involved therein; and

35.4. provide recommendations regarding actions to other institutions involved in the elimination of consequences.

 

 

Acting for the Prime Minister –

Minister for Transport 


A. Šlesers

 

Minister for the Interior 


M. Segliņš
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